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THE ARGUMENT. 

God.Jitting on his throncyfees Satan Aying towards 
this worldy then nacly created; Jnaws him to the 
Son, who fat at his right hand; foreteh the fucctf$ 
of Satan in perverting mankind; clears his own 
juftice and wifdom from all imputation^ having 
created Manfreey and able enough to have with- 
flood his tempter; yet declares hispurpofe of grace 
towards him^ in regard he fell not of his own 
malice, as did Satan, but by him feauced. The 
Son of God renders praifes to his Father for the 
mamfejiation of his gtacious purpofe towards 
Man: But God again declares, that grace cannot 
be extended towards Man without the fatisf action 
of divine ju/iioe; Mdn hath trended the mqjefty 
if God by afpiring to Godhead, and, therefore^ 
with all his progeny, devoted to death, must die, 
unlefsfome one can be found fujficient to anfwer 
for his offence, and undergo his punijhment. The 
Son of Godji^eefy qffers himself a ranfom for 
Man: The Pather ace€pt^ hh^-, ^Jlalns his incar- 
nation, pronounces his exaltation above all names 
in Heaven and Earth; commands all the Angels 
to adore him : They obey, and, hymning to their 
harps in full quircj celebrate the Father and the 
Son. Mean while Satan alights upon the bare 
convex of this zvorld^s outermost orb; where wan- 
dering hefir/lfnds a place, fince called the Limbo 
of Vanity: IVhatperfons and things fly up thither: 
Thence comes to the gate of Heaven, defcribed af 
cending byjiairsy and the waters above the firma- 
ment thatjloiv about it: His pa ff age thence to the 
orb of the fun; he finds there Uriel, the regent 
of that 07^b, but firjl changes himself^ into the 
shape of a meaner Angel; and, pretending a zea^ 
lous defire to behold the new creation, and Man 
whom God had placed here, inquires of him the 

place of his habitation, and is direded: Alights 

firji on mount Niphates. 
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PARADISE LOST- 



BOOK IIL 

ri AIL, holv Lights offspring of Heaven firft- 

bom. 
Or of the Eternal coeternal beam 



Ver. 1. Hail^ holy Idght, &c.] Our author's addrefs to 
Ijgbt, anil lami^ntatioii of bu owd blindueft, may perhaps be 
C0itfure4 M an ej(crefc«iia; or digreffion not agreeable to tht rules 
of #pkk pottry ; .but yet this is To charming a part of the poem^ 
that the moft critical reader, I imagine, cannot wiih it wart 
omitted. One is even pleafed with a foult, if it be a fault, that 
is the occafton of fo many beauties, and acquaint^ yt» fy mucli 
with the circumftances and charadler of the' author. Newto^* 

We Jmy compait Taflb's addrcfi to Light in his/ZJffsA 
Crtalo, Giom. 1. 

** O beUifluna luce, o luce arnica 
** MU natura, &c." 

Or the addrefs to Light in 8yKefter*s Du Barttu^ edit. l62I^ 
p. 12. 

*< All hail, pure lamp, bright, ySrcred, and excelling, 
** Sorrow, and care, darkness, and dread repelling— 
*• Mother of Truth, -true Beauty^s only Mirrour f 
«' GcHTf tUefi dtmgkter r Ovnstzr. 

Ver. % Or qf the EtemtU co€terruU beam 

Muglttiprtfi tlm uMam'df] Or may I wlAoot 
B8 
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4 PARADISE LOST. book hi. 

May I expreis thee unblam'd? fince God is light. 
And never but in unapproached light 
Dwelt from eternity, dwelt then in thee, m 
Bright effluence of bright eflence increate. 
Or hear*ft thou rather pure ethereal ilream, 

blame call thee, the coeternal beam of the Eternal God ? The 
ancients were very cautious and curious by what names they ad- 
drefled their deities, and Milton in imitation of them queftions 
whether he ihould addrefs the Light as the firil-bom of Heaven, 
or as the coeternal beam of the Eternal Father, or as a pure 
ethereal ftream whofe fountain is unknown : But as the fecond 
appellation feems to. afcribe a proper eternity to Light, Milton 
very julily doubts wkether he might ufe that without blame. 

ITKWTdK. 

In his Samfon Agonizes, he gives to Light the firil of thefe 
appellations, *^ OJirft created beam!'' Todd. 

Vet. 3. ' Jinee God is light, &c.] From 

L John S. 5. " Corf w Ugktr And L Tim. vi. l6* « Who only 

bath immortality, daeUing in the Ught, which no mm can ap^ 
proaek unto/' Nbwtoit. 

Ver. 6. Bright effluence of bright ejence increate.] What the 
Wifdom of Solomon fays of Wi/dom^ Milton applies to Light, 
See ch. vii. 25, 26. ^^ She is a pure influence flowing from the 
glory of the Almighty : She is the brightnefs of the everlafting 
light." Newton. 

Ver. ?• Or hear*fl thou rather.] Or doft thou rather hear 
this addrefs, doft thou delight rather to be called, pure ethereal 
frreamf An excellent Latinifm^ as Dr. Bentley obferves, Hon 
Sat. U. vi. 20. 

'' Matutine pater feu Jane libendus audisf** 
And we have an expreflion of the fame kind in Spenfer, as Dr. 
Newton remarl^^ Faery Queen, i« v. 23. 

" If old Avcugle's fons yb evil hear.** 
See alfo Milton's AreopagUica; ** For which Britain Acmv iU 
abroad." And the note oq ver. 25, Ad SalfiU^m.. Todd. 
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Boo&m. PARADISE LOST. t 

Whofe fountain who Ihall tell? Before ih€ iUn, 
Before the Heavens thou wert, and at the voice 
Of 6od^ as with a mantle^ didil inveft lo 

The riling world of waters dark and deep. 
Won from the void and formleis infinite. 
Thee I re-vifit now with bolder wing, 
£fcap*d the Stygian pool, though long detained 
In, that obfcure fojoum, while in my flight i5 
Throughutter and through middle darknefsborne, 

Ver. 8. Whofe fountain who fhall tell?] As in Job xxxviii. 
19. " fVhere u the waif where light dwelUthf" Hume, 

Ver. 10. as vnth a mantle didfi inveft 

The rijing world, &c.] See note, B, 1. 207. But 
Milton, perhaps, had the following paflage oiJob in yiew, xxxviii. 
9« '^ I made the cloud the garment thereof and thick darkneft ^ 
fwaddling-band for it.*" Todj>« 

Ver* lU The rifing world sf xpotere dark and deept] For the 
world was only in a ilate of fluidity, when the light was created* 
See Gen, u 2, 3. The verfe is plainly formed upon this of Spenfer, 
Faer. Q«. i. i. 39. 

'* And through the world of waters wide and deqt/^ Newtok. 

But Milton's exB/Bt combination occurs, as Mr. DunAer alfo 
notices^ in Drayton's Polyolb* S* ix. 

'^ The hanging rocks, and yallies dark and deep.'' Tobd* 

Ver. 12. Won from the X)oid and fomdefs infinite^ FotJ muft 
not here be underAood as iemptinefe, for Chaos is defcribed full 
of matter; but vmd, as d<»fUtute of any formed being, void as the 
earth was when firil created. What Mofes fays of that, is here 
applied to Chaos; mthoutform and void. A fbort but neble de* 
fcription of Chaos, which is faid to be iiifinite, as it extended 
underneath, as Heaven above, infinitely. Richaedsoit. 

Ver. 16. Through niter and through middle darknefSf] Through 
Hell, which is often called utter darknefs; and through the greet . 
gulf between Hell and Heaven, the ndddk darknefs. Newton. 
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$ PASAIR8E LOST. ao6& m. 

With oth«f notes than te the Orphean lyn, 
I Jung of Chaos and eternal Night; 
Taught by the heavenly Mufe to Yentuw dowA 
The dark defcent^ and up to re-afeend, » 

Though hard and rare: Thee I revilit lafe^ 
And feel thy fovran vital lamp; but thou 
Revifif ft not thefe eyes, that roH in vain 
To find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn; 
So thick a drop ferene hath^qucnch'd their ofbs, 

Ver. 17. iFith other noieSy &c.] " Orplieus made a hymn to 
Nighty which is ilill extant; he alfo wrote of the creation out of 
Chaos, See JpoH, Rkoditts^ i. 493* Orpheus was infpired by 
his mother Calliope only, Milton by the kearenl^ Mufe ; there- 
fere he boafts that he fung with ot^er iidtes than Orpheus, though 
the fVibjeds were the fame. Richardsov. 

' Ibid. the D)f>hian lyre^ Mr, War ton 

fcys that the epithet is perfedly Grecian, and th« combihiition 
literally irom Apollonios Rhodiu*^: See his note, Eleg. vi. Sf« 
Bttt "the Orphean fyre*' h^d appeared before in EngKlh pottry, 
as I find in Harrington's Polindor and Flq/tella, l651, p. 57. 
— — " the Orpktan lyre out-mated/' To»d. 

Ver, fiO. ' ■ ■■ ■■ ■ and wp to re^Jcend,] So Chsp^ 

maUi fpeaking alfo of Chaos and eternal night, Rttoige of Bufy 
lyAmbau, 4to, l6l3. 

^ Up frem the chaos of eternel night 
« Once more I efcehd." Tod»« 

Ver. 55* So thick a drop ferene hath quenched their orbs. 

Or dimfujftifion veiled.] Drop ferene or Outtajhram^ 
It wa* formerly thought, that that fort of blindnefs was an in- 
torable extindlion or quenching of fight by a tranfparent, watery^^ 
cold hamour diftilling upon the optSck nerve, though making veiy 
lUtle change in tht eye to appearance^ if any ; it is now knewn 
to \fe moft commonly an obftmdion in the captttary veflcfc df 
that Denre, and curable iii fqne cafes. A cateroft Ibr wany agai» 
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^ooknt. PAftADISE Lost . y 

Or ^Bm fiifiRrfkm veiM. Yet not the more si6 
Ceafe I to wander, where the Mufes haunt 
Clear Ipring, or fliady grove, or fonny bill, 
Smit with the love of lacrcKl fong; but xkkt( •' 

\ 

until about thirty years ago> waa thought to he a film externally 
growing over tho eye, intercepting or veiling the fight, beginning 
with dimqeik^ and fo enorea£ng till yiiion was totally ohllruAed : 
jN^t the 4i(eafe,is in the cryfiaUine humour lying hetwefio the outr 
jmoft coat of the aye and the pupiUa. Tl^e dimnefa^ which i$ ajt 
ij» banning, is called 0,/tsffMfiQn; aud^ when the fight is )oi^, 
jU is a catam^t^ ^nd cured by couching, which is Yvith a needle 
pa$|[)g through the external coat and driving down the difeafed 
cryflalUne, the lofs of which is foraewhat fupplied by the ufe of 
a large convex glafs. When Milton was firft blind, he wrote to 
)u5 friend Leonard Philara, an Athenian then at Paris, for him 
to confult Dr. Thevenot; he fent hfs cafe (it is in the 15th eff 
Mb familiar letten): what anfwer he had is notitnown; but it 
^•mus by tbis paflage that he wa^ not certain what his difeaffe 
nBss or perhaps ht had a mind to defcribe both the great caul^i 
of bliiMloefe fKTCording to what was known at that time, as hk 
m^e poem Is inteffperfed with great variety of learning. 

RiCHAiiDSOV* • 

Ver. 26. ■ Tei not the more 

Ceafe T to wander,'] Yet do not I forbear to follow 
the M\ifes wherefoever they meet. Hume« 

This is the fenfe of the paflage, which fientley and Peance pror 
pofed to alter, but which Dr. Newton allows. Todd. 

Ver. 27. ■ ' ' '■ wkere the Mi^efi haunt 

Clear^fprii^ or ihady groT^,] So, in Saodys's 
Qpiif, 1(536, p. 6, 

*' Our Demi-gods, Nymphs, Sylvans, Satyrs, Faunas^ 
'*yfhoiwn$dear/prmg9, he.*' 
And, in biOiop Hall's D^mct to Emyr «' Come, Nymphs an4 
Enms, iiiU^amiiti^eJfiadt^ grapes.'* Todd; 

Ver. 29. Smit with the lace 0/ /acred /on§;] So Virgil, 
Oeorg.\uiJ5. 

3 
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8 PARADISE LOST. booA nu 

Tbce, Sion, and the flowery brooks beneath^ x 
That waih thy hallow'd feet^ and warbling fLow, 
Kightly I vifit: nor ibmetimes forget 
Thoie other two equalled with me in fate^ 



** Dtdces ante omnia Muf«» 



" Quarum facra fero ingenti percuflut amore." Nswtov^ 

Ver. SO. ■■ ■ the JUmery brooks beneath^] Kedron 

and Siloah. He ilill was pleafed to fludy the beauties of the 
ancient poets, but bis faigheft delight was in the fongs of Sion, 
in the holy Scriptures; and in thefe he meditated day and night. 
Thb is the fenfe of the paflage, ilript of its poetical ornaments* 

Newtoh. 

Ver, 92. ■ ■ nor fometimes foi^get] It is the fame 

as and fometimes not forget. Nee and neque in Latin are fre- 
quently the fame as et non. Peabcb. 

yer. 83. Thofe othe^ two, 4*c.] It has been imagined that 
Milton didated Thofe other too, which though different in fenfe^ 
yet is not diftinguifliable in found ; fo that they might eafiiy be 
miftaken the one for the other. In iiri&nefs of fpeech perhaps 
we ihould read others inftead of other, Thofe others too: but tkqfe 
other may be admitted as well as thefe other in B. iv. 783.—- 
thefe other vheel the north: but then it mud be aclcnowledged that 
foo is a forry botch at befl. The moil probable explanation of 
this paflfage I conceive to be this. Though he mentionsybur, yet 
there are but two whom he particularly defires to refemble, and 
thofe he diftinguiflies both with the epithet bHnd to make the 
likenefs the more finking : 

'' BHnd Thamyris, and bUnd Maranides.** 
MawUdes is Homer^ fo called from the nameeof his father Maeon: 
and no wonder our poet defires to equal him in renown^ whofb 
writings he fo much fludied, admired, and imitated. The cha- 
rader of Tham^ is not fo well known and eflablifhed: but 
Homer mentions him in the IHad, ii. 695 ; and Euftatbius ranks 
him with Orpheus and Mufseus^ the moft celebrated poets and 
muficians. Plato mentions his hymns with honour in the be-» 
ginning of his eighth book of Laws, and towards the condufion 
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ik>OK III. PARADISE LOST. a 

So were I eqnall'd with them in renown^ 
Blind Thamyris^ and blind Maeonides^ z$ 

And Tireiias, and Fhineus, prophets old : 
Then feed on thoughts^ that voluntary move 

of the laft book of his Republick feigns, upon the principles of 
tnnfmigratioDy that the foal of Thunyris pafled into a nightifH 
gale. He was a Thracian by birth aiKl invented the Doriolk 
mood or meafure, according to Pliny, L. 7. c. 57* Plularcliy 
in his treatife of Mufick, ficiys that he had the fineil voice of 
tiny of his time, and that he wrote a poem of the war of the 
Utans with the Gods : and from Suidas we learn tl^at he com* 
pofed likewife a poem of the generation of the world, which, 
being fnbjedb near of kin to Milton's, might probably occafiou 
tho mention of him in this place. Thamyris then, and Homer ^ 
are tkofe other twOy whom the poet principally defires to refemble : 
And it feeros as if h^ had intended at firft to mention only thefe 
two, and then, Cfirrentc calamo, had added the two others, Tir^as^ 
and PMneuSf the one a Theban, the other a king of Arcadia ; 
famous blind prophets and poets of antiquity ; for the word pro* 
phet fometimes comprehends both characters, as vatet does in 
Latin. N£WT0V. 

Ver. 35. And Tirefias, and Phineus, propheti old:'] Dri 
Bentley rejects this verfe ; but it is genuine. Tire/kUi is repeatedly 
celebrated by Milton* See Mr. Warton's note, EUg. vi. 6fm 
t)r. Pearce propofes to improve the line, by reading, 

*' And Phineus, andTirtfias, prophets old.*' Todd. 

Ver. 37* Tien feed on thoughts,] Compare Shakfpeare^ Ant. 
€nd Cieop. A. iv. S. xtii. 

— " pleafe your thoughts, 

" In feeding them with thofe my former fortune), SicJ* 

Thus alfo in Sir P. Sidney's Arcadia, 13tb edit. p. OS. *' On 
thoughts he feeds*' Milton ufes the phrafe again, in Far. Reg. 
B. ii. 25S. '*Ved mih better thoughts.'* And in his Pro/e- 
IVorkSf 1698, vol. i; p* 223* '< I trust hereby to make it mani- 
feil with what fmall willingnefs I endure to interrupt the purfuit 
of no leis hopes than thefe, and leave a calm and pleafing folita* 
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10 PARADISE Lost. «ooit iff. 

Harmonious numbers; as die wakeful bird 
Sings darkling, and in fhadieft covert hid 
Tunes her noiftumal note. Thus withtheyear4o 
Scalbns return ; but not to me returns 
Day, or the fweet approach of even or mom^ 
Or fight of vernal bloom, or fumnxers role, 
Or flocks, or herds, or human ikce divine ; 
But cloud instead, and ever-during dafk 45 
Surrounds me, from the cheerful way^ of weft 
Cut off, and for the book of knowledge fair 

nnefs, /ed uiih cheerful and confident tlMghttf to eaibnrk in ^ 
troubled fea of noifes, &c." Todd* 

Ver. 39. darkling,] It is faid that darkling was coined 

by Millon, but 1 find it ufed feveral times in Shakfpeare, and in 
the authors of that age. Newton. 

Ver. 41. Sea/oM return; bvi notiome returm 4«.] Tki^ 
beautiful turn of the words is copied from thebegJDnnigaf the (hiri 
Act of Guarini's Paftor Fido^ where Mirtillo addi^fles tbe fpripg : 

** Tu torni ben, ma teco 

*\ Nod toroano &c. 

" Tu torni ben, tu torni, 

*' MatecJ altro non toroa^ &c." Newtov. 

The pathetick complaikit of Robert Buke of NoEmandyoft his 
blindncfs may be alfo here compared, Mir. far Magf/hmtei^t 
1610, p. 654. 

" Can I diftinguifh day from darkfomc night ? 
♦« Or do I know the feafons of the yeare ? 
'< Know I when fpringdeckes earth with fweet deKght, 
** When fun>mer*s fun glads earth with hit bright clean^ 
** Or when in woods Autumnus* fruits appeare ? 
** O, no ; of nought but winter can i tell, 
^ Whom, by hie boisterous Maftsi I know ri^t well * 
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nooit in. PARADt&t TjO^x It 

P^fented tH4th a ui^irerial bktik 
Of nature s works to me expung'd and Mte'd, 
And wifflom at one entMmce qmt« (hut out. 
So much the rather thou, celeftial I^bt^ 5i 

There is IfkewHb a fimilar turn of the wor^s ia Petmrdi's beauti* 

ful Sonnet^ beginning, 

'* Zefiro torna e '1 bel tempo riraena/' Todd. 

Vor. 48. Pre/ented vdth a univerfal bl(utk 

Of nature's uorks to me expung'd and rds^d^ Per* 
laps we (hould read and point the paflage thus : 
** Prefentcd wftti ft UTliye^fttl bkmk ; 
'' All nature's works to me eKpimg'd and raa'd,'* 
that is, ** all nature's works being, in refpect to the univerfal 
blank, or abfcnce of light from rae, expung'd to me and ras'd.'' 

Pearce. 
It is to be wifhed that fome such emendation as this was admit- 
ted. It clears the fyntax, which at prefent is very much em bar- 
raffed. All nature* 8 works being to me tijning*d ami .ras'd, and 
pii/dom at one entrance qmte flint <mtj is plain and intelligible; but 
otherwife it is not eafy to fay what the conjunction and copulates 
mj^om to, V. 50. Newton. 

There is litlle. difficulty in this paflage^ if we confider n^ovi at 
Ibe genitive cafe ; of nature's works> and of wifdom &c. Tao»» 

Ver. *9, r^^ ■ rw't/,] Of the Utift 

radfre'y the Romans, who wrote on waved tables iritliitoti ftytei^ 
mben they itnick out a word, did talndam rad€r€y rafe it tnit. 
14iht, and the bleifings of it, were never drawn in more live^ 
colours and finer iirokes; nor was the fad lois of it| and thea^ 
ever fo paffionately and (i> patiently lamented. They^ that will 
read the mod excellent Homer bemoaning the fame misfortune, 
will find him far ftiortofthis. Herodotus, in his life, gives us 
foine vcrfes in which he bewailed bis blindnele. Humc« . 

Vwr, 5i. Sommh tkefmthir-thmi tcb^M light, 

Shmm'tMdi \Sfe,1 See Htfmer^ <Mjf^ l(. 49^. 
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u PARADISE LOST. book in* 

Shine inward^ iand tbe mind through all her 

powers 
Irradiate ; there plant eyes, all mift from thence 
Purge and diiperfe^ that I may fee and tell 
Of thingd invifible to mortal fight. 55 

Now had the Almighty Father from above, 
From the pure empyrean where he fits 
High thron d above all highth, bent down his eye 
His own works and their works at once to view: 



BnfimU Tuftrln* 



Aad compare alfd Guarinij Fq^* Fid* A* v. S. vi, 

" O* quanto fpeflb giova 

'< La cecit^ de gli occhi al yeder molto ! 

*' Ch' allor non Iraviata 

^* V anima^ ed in fe fte0a 

** Tutta raccolta, fuole 

" Aprir nel cieco fenfo occhi lincei.*' 

Milton reprefents Sampfon^ '^ though blind of fight, with wward 
efe$ illuminatedt v. I6S9.** And in his Profe-Works^ when 
he fpeaks of his blindnefs^ he exprefles the fame fentiment. In 
thefe various paiTages he alfo bore in mind the fublime expref- 
fion of St. Paul, Epkef. i. 18. <' The eyu of your underjanding 
being enlightened/' Todd. 

Ver. 56. Now had the Altmghiy Father «S<.] The pidure of 
the Almight/s looking down from Heaven is much the fame with 
that which Taffo gives in the following lines, Gier. Lib. C, i. ft. 7. 

** Quando dalF alto foglio il Padre Eterno^ 

'^ Ch' h ne la parte piii del ciel fincera ; 

** £ quanto h dalle ftelle al baflb infenio, 

'* Tanto h piii in fii della ftellau fpera; 

<* Gli occhi in gid volfe, e in un fol punto, e in untt 

** Vifta mird ci5, che 'n fe il mondo aduna/' Thtie. 
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About him all the Sandities of Heaven 60 

Stood thick as ftars^ and fix>m his fight receird 
Beatitude pafl; utterance; on his right 
The radiant image of his gloiy ikt. 
His only Son; on earth he firft beheld 
Our two firft parents, yet the only two 6s 
Of mankind in the happy garden plac'd. 
Reaping immortal fruits af joy and love. 
Uninterrupted joy^ unrivall'd love^ 

Ver. 60. Jbout Mm all ike Sandities of Heaven 

Stood thick asjlars,'] The poet here confidered the 
prophet Daniel's defcription of The Ancient of Days, to whom 
^* thoufand thoofands miniftered^ and ten thoufand timei ten tkonH 
fond iloed before him/' Chap. w. 10* See alfo Reoektume^ v. 
11, vii. J 1. The phra£e SmStUiee of Heaven might be fuggefted 
by Shakfpeare, as the commentators have noted, K. Hen. IV. 
P'ii. A. iv« S. \u 

^ Between the grace, the fanBUite of keaoen^ 

<' And our dull workings/' Todd. 

Ver. 6l. — and from his fight received 

Beatitude paji utterance ;] Milton here alludes to 
the heatifick Vf^ofi, in which divines fuppofe the happinefs of the 
faints to confift. Thtkr. 

Sandys,' in his Parapkrafe on Job^ l637, has a fimilar paflage : 
** Againe when all the radiant Sennes of Light 
^ Before Am throne appear'^, whofe on^y Jighi 
'* BeatUude infus'd." Todd. 

Ver. 62 ' ■ on ku right 

The ratUani image rfhu glory fat^ 
Hii cniy Son ;] According to St. Paul, Heb. i. $• 
** His Son— the brightnefs of his glory, fat down on the right 
hand of the MiyeAy on high/' Let the difceming linguift' com- 
pare the preceding defcription of God with that by Taflb, Gter. 
X^.cix. ft. &&, 56, 57« Hums. 

6 
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In blifefW foUtude; ht then fuTveyd 
Hell and the gulf between, and Satan th^re 9^ 
Coafting the wall of Heaven on this fide Night 
In the dun aic fiibUme, and ready now 
To ftoop with wearied wings, and willing feet; 
On the bare outfide of this worid, that i«eni'd 
^ Firm land imboibm'd^ without firtqain6iH# U 
Uncertain whicfa, in ocean or in air^ 
Him God beholding £rom his proiped higbf 
Wherein paft, prefent, fiiture, he beholds. 
Thus to his only Son foreseeing ipake. 

Only begotten Son, feeft thou what rage so 

Ver. 78* In the dun air} This is the aer bnmo of the ItaliaiM, 
who' aknoft coiiftftiitty expre6 a glooMy, Juflcy air, in tllefe terios. 

Ver. 75. Firm land imbofom^d, without firmament , 4*^.J The 
univerfe appealed to Satan to be a Toiidglube, encompaffed on all 
fides but uncertain whether with water or air, hut mtkaut Jirma- 
maU, witliout any fpherc or fixied liars over it, a« over the earth. 
The ipbere, or fixed Siar%, was itfeirconifreiiendcd in it, and 
made a part of it, Nbwtov. 

Ver. 77* ^^ ^^^ beholding from his profpeci high. 

Wherein paft, prefeni^futwrey he beholds,'] BoetUos, 
an author not unworthy of our poet's imitation^ defcri^ing the 
Deity, ufes cxadUy the finne terino, De Couf. PAikf^L. iv. 
'* Qui cum ex alta providcntiae fpecvla pefpick^ <|aid cuique 
eveniat." Again, L. v. Mete. n. 

*' Quajtnt^ ^pttt/uaintp veniintque^ 
^ Uno mentis ceruit in i£tM*" Tbyea. 

Ver. 60. (My heg<4ten Som^ ^.] I will make one geoaral 
oMbr?ation, on this and all the fpeedies in the Poem, put toto 
the movth of God the Father; which is, that notbing can bm 
more unjuft than Popa*s criticifm on Milton, accu&ng him «f 
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Trarri|^rU our Adver&rjr? wham no bounds 
Frelcrib'd^ no bars of HcU, nor ftU the ebains 
He^'d on him there, nor ^^et thtf main abyis 
Wide interrupt, can hold ; fo bent he feems 
Oa deviate revenge, that ihtll jredouud f 4 
Upon his own rebellious head. And now. 
Through all a^eftiaint broke loofe^ he wings hb 

way 
Not far off Heaven, in the precinds of lights 
Directly towards the new created worlds 
And man there |>lacd^ with p^rpoie to aflaj#0 
If him by force he can deftroy^ or, worfe. 
By fame falfe gaile pervert ; and fliall pervert j 
For man will hearksen to his glozing hrs. 
And eafily tranlgrefs the fole command. 
Sole pledge of his obedience : So will fall 95 
He and his feithlefs progeny : Whole fault ? 
Whole but his own ? Ingrate, he had of me 
AU he could have ; I made him juft and rights 

Mftking Qod f«niyoAfto/«dtvuie, unlefe iie meant, by ^chool-divi- 
wkf^ the doarine of St. Pad, St. Peter, St. John, 6cc. For 
Miltao has copied tbem with tbe grmtea "eita^nafs; «fi4, bating 
a word or twe» (folly implied however in tb«fe writers,) bas 
kept to their very expreffioQs. STixi.urGFLK£T. 

V^r.JQ. ■■ >•' kh glofing litty"] "Riefaine 

cJipr#ffioa k applied I0 Khc Devil, B. ix. 54^. " So glofd the 
l^^mpter/' See 'Bole en Cefltut, v. 1^1. Tbas aTTo, in Sylv^f- 
ler's Du Btuttu^ the Tempter's tiddrefs to Eve itt called ^* gl6:dng 
itwtoi^ke.'' ToBi). 

Ver. 98. -»— — — — r inMdt hmjif^ mid right,^ EcdriT. 

Tii. fg. ** Qod latde man upright." GitLiss. 
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Sufficient to have ftood, though free to fall. 
Such I created all the ethereal Powers loo 

And Spirits^ both them who ftood^ and them 

who faiYd ; 
Freely they flood who floods and fell who felL 
Notfree,whatproofcouldtheyhave^venfincere 
Of true allegiance^ conilant faith or love. 
Where only what they needsmuft do appeared, los 
Kot what they would ? what praife could they 

receive? 
What plealure I from luch obedience paid. 
When will and reafon (realbn alfo is choice) 
Uieleis and vain, of freedom both deipoil'd. 
Made paiiive both, had ferv'd neceflity, no 

Ver. 101. ' haih them tokojtood, and them wko faiFd |] 

Both the antitheton and the rvpetition in the next line ihow thai 
the author gave it^ 

' ** both them who flood and them vrho fell; 

<' Freely they ftood who flood, and fell who fell/' Bentlct. 

Ver. 108. i {reafon alfo is choke)] Milton had 

cxprefled the fame fentiment before in his Areopagitka ; <' Many 
there be that complain of Divine Providence for fuffering Adam 
to tranfgrefs. Foolifh tongues ! when God gax^e him reafon, he 
gave him freedom to chafe ; for reafon it but choo/uig : He bad 
been elfe a mere artificial Adam/' Nswtok. 

The poet's meaning feems to be this : When two or more 
things are propofed, *tis the bufinefs of reafon to choofe, i. e. ne- 
termine fpeculatively, which is the befl ; as it in the bafinefs of 
will to determine praStkalltf, Thefe words were thrown in to take 
off the objedton which might have arifen, in the minds of his 
leaders, upon feeing the word /rredom in the next line applied to 
vtafon. This way of fpeaking Milton took from Plato. 

StILLINGYXiSBT. 
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Not me ? They therefore, as to right belonged, 
So Were created, nor can julUy accufe 
Tlieir Maker, or their making, or their fate. 
As if predeftination over-rul'd 
Their will diipos'd by abfolute decree 115 

Or high foreknowledge; they themfelves deweed 
Their own revolt, not I ; if I foreknew. 
Foreknowledge had no influence on their fault. 
Which had no lefe proved certain unforekno wn. 
So without leaft imp61fe or ihadow of fate, 120 
Or aught by me immutably forefeen. 
They trefpais, authors to themfelyes in all 
Both what they judge, and what they cboofe; 

forfo 
I formed them free : and free they muii: remain. 
Till they enthrall themfelves; I elfe muft change 
Tlieir nature, and revoke the high decree 126 

Ver. U7. ; ■ ■■ ■ ■ if] If here does not imply 

the leaft doubt or lii^certainty ; but it is ufed, as it is roroetimes 
in the bed authors, ib the fenfe of thavgh. *' Though I foreknew^ 
that foreknowledge had no influence." Newtok. 

Ver. 121. Or aught by me immutably forefeen,] To forefee 
immitMy^ fays Dr. Bentley, are two ideas that cannot unite : 
He thinks therefore that Milton muft have givjeo it, immiUabijf 
foredoom*4» His objedion is rights but his emendation is wrong, 
I think. Milton feems rather to have dieted, 

*' Or aught by me imnnUabk forefeen ;*'. 
where aught mmutab/e may fignify any event that cannot be 
chang^ or altered. Pbabcb. 

Immatahlyforeften feems to mean fo forefeen as to be itnmuiable, 
If Milton had dldated immy table, he would probably have faid, 
" Or avght immutable by me forefeen," Newton. 
VOL. iir. C 
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^tJochangeabie, eternal, which ordained 
Their freedoitf; they themfeH^ordain*dtheir fall. 
The firft fort by their own fuggeftion fell, 129 
Self-tempted, felf-depraV d : Man falls, deceived 
By the other firft 1 Man therefore Ihall findgrace, 
-TTie other none : In mercy and juftioe fcpth, 
Through Heaven and Earth, fo Ihall my gloiy 

excel ; 
•BM mer^y, firft and laft, ihall brighteil fhine. 
'■ Thv» while God fpake, ambrolJal fragrance 

fiU'd 13* 

Ver. 135. Tku^vhile God fpake^ ^-c] Milton h*fe ihows, 
that he vns no fervUe inutauir of . the «iKi<;nti« It is ireiy ivell 
knowD, that his roafter, Homer, and all who folbwed hiniy 
where they are reprefentiug the Deity fpeaking, defcnbe a fcene 
of terrour and awful conllernation. The Heaoens, Seas, and 
ISar(k, ttmbh, S^c. and tbis.> to ba fur«, was c#tifitoit enovgli 
with their natural notions of tbe Supreme , Being : But it would 
not have been fo agreeable to the mild, merciful, and benevoleiKt 
idea of the Deity upon the Chriilian fcheme, and therefore our 
author has very judiciously made the words Of the Almighty dif- 
fufmg fragrance and delight to all around him. Thene is* a pa(« 
(age in Arioilo, which is exactly in the fame tafte with what MiU 
ton has given us, C. 29, ft. 30. 

" Dio cosi dilTe ; e fe ferena interne 
'* L'aria, e tranquillo il mar pib, che mai fuffe.'* Thtm^ 
The breath of Jove is defcribed as (bedding, fuch exqtiifite fra* 
granee, as might infpire the dead with life, in Camoens's Lu/hd, 
C. i. fl. xxii. See alfe the Romance of Hv<m de Bordemue, 8vo^ 
Rouen, f. d« fol. 404*. a. '' Droit k cefte beure que la 'noble pu- 
cdle faifoit fes prieres k Dieu, vne moult grand darte s'tfTpaodil 
par la chambre, puis apres y furuint twe odeurjt^ troi^fim^^ fleu** 
rant, qu' aduis efloit que touh la chambre fut pleine d^encens,. Sf. 
d*e/yicea aromatiques, puis apres ouirent vne voix angelicque qu^ 
de par noftre Seigneur vint & dit, A toy Empereur de Rome» 
Dieu te mande par moy, &c/' TooD. 
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All Hearsn^ and iii the blefled Spirits eie6t 
Senie of new joj iiieffiible diffbs'd. 
Beyond compare the Son of God was ieen 
MojS; glorious ; in him all his Father ihone 
Subfbintially e:q»rds*d ; and in his £ice 140 

Divine compai^on vifibly appear'd^ 
Love withoitt end> and without meaiure grace^' 
Which uttering^ thu9 he to his Father ipake. ^ 
O Father^gracions was that word which closed 
Thy ibvian ientence^that Man ihouldfindgrace; 
For which both Heaven and earth ihall high 
extol 146 

Thy prai&s» with the innumerable fomid 

Ver. 159. m Urn •!! his Father fhone] P. Fletcher 

ufes a fimilar phrafe in fpeaking of our Lord, ^^T' V* ^- 3^u. 
ft. 81. 

'* FuU ofld9 Father J^u his glorious face.'' Todd. 

Vcr. 140. Si^fUmMfy €jiprtf$'di] According to Hib. u 5. 
where the Son of God is ftyled, ** the brightneis of his Father's 
glory ; and the exprefi image of his perfon ;" X^frnxri^ rif wf" 
fir$mi iuni^ the charaSer of his fubjancc, as the original exprefles 
iti HvMs. ; 

fbtd. ■■ ■ ■ ■ in his fac0 

Divine compajfion vijibly appear^df 
' Lofte witkoui end, and without meaf^e grace,'] See Ma** 
rino'f G^rufalemme Diftrutta, C. rii. ft^^. 

" Pace, pace e pietk fcritto i vermiglio 
** In quei vivi caratteri gli lelte ; 
" £ ne gU occhiy non men libn del core, 
'' Lefie a lettere di foco, Araor, Amore.'' J. C. Walker. 
Ver. 147. viiih the innumerable ycwnrf &c.] 

So, in Bi i. 101. '' The innumerable force of fpirits." In both 
places the word innumerable, though joined to ybt/nd and /brce, in 
fenfe refers Xofongs and Jpirits. Pb a rg e. 

C 2 
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Ofhymnsandiacredibngs, wherewith thy throne 
Encompafs'd fliall refouhd thee ever bleft. 
For ihould Main finally be loft, ihould Man/i5o 
Thy creature late fo lov d, thy youngeft fon. 
Fall circumvented thus by fraud, though join'd 
With his own folly ? That be from thee far. 
That far be from thee. Father, who art judge 
Of all things made, and judgeft only right iss 
Or ihall the Adveriary thus obtain 
His end, arid fruiixate thine ? fhall he fulfil 
His malice, and thy goodnefs bring to nou^t, 
Or proud return, though to his heavier doom. 
Yet with revenge accomplilh'd, and to Hell liSo 
Draw after him the whole race of mankind. 
By him corrupted ? or wilt thou thyfelf 
Abolilh thy creation, and unmake 
For him, what for thy glory thou haft made ? 
So ihould thy goodneis and thygreatneis both 165 
Be queftion d and blafphem*d without defence, 

Ver. 153. IVith his own foUjf ?] Let us remove the mark <rf 
interrogation, and point the palTage thus, JFith k'u ownfoll y 
The fentence is imperfed, and is an apoiiopeiis. The fpeech 
elegantly breaks off; by which means the poet refe^ves, what is 
here underftood, to clofe all with more emphatically. The ea» 
tire fentence runs thus, ForJkouldMan b€jinaUy Iq/i &c» iky good- 
nefs Jkould be hlafpheni\ without defence. Sti lli n g flsit. 

Ver. 153. — That be from thee far, 

That far be from thee, &c.] An imitation of G^- 
nejit^ xviii. 25. '^ That be far from thee to do after thta inantier, 
to flay the righteous with the wicked ; and, that the righteous 
ihould be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shailnot the Jtidge 
of all the earth do right f" Newtov. 
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To whom the great Creator thus replied. 
O Son, in whom my foul hath chief delight. 
Son of my bofom. Son who art alone 
My word, my wifdom, and efiedual might, 170 
All haft thou ipoken as my thoughts are, all 
As nvy eternal purpofe hath decreed ; 
Man Ihall not quite be loft, but lav d who will ; 
Yet not of will in him, but grace in me 
Freely vouchfafd ; once more I will renew 175 
Hiskpled powers, though forfeit, and enthralled 
By fin to foul exorbitant defires ; 
Upheld by me, yet once more he fliall ftand 
On even ground againft his mortal foe ; 
By me upheld, that he may know how frail iso 
His fallen condition is, and to me owe 
All his deliverance, and to none but me. 
Some I have chofen of peculiar grace, - 
£lec%. above the reft ; fo is my will : 

Ver. 168. Sony &c.] The Son is here addreffed by feveral 
titles and appellations borrowed from the following texts of Scrip* 
turcy St. Matt. iii. 17> John i. 18, Rev. xix. 13, and i. Cor. t. 
24. Newtov. 

Ver. 1-80. Bt/ mevphtld^'] It was before, ver. 178. Upheld 
Ity me. The turn of the words is remarkable. And we have the 
oftener taken notice of thefe turns of the words, becaufe it has 
been objeded by Dryden and others, that there were no turns of 
the words.in Milton. Newt(^m. 

Ver. 183. Some I have chofen &c.] Our author did not hold 
the dodrfne of rigid predeAi nation ; he was of the fentiments of 
the more moderate Calvinifts^ and thought that fome indeed were 
eleded' of peculiar grace, the reft might be faved complying with 
the term^ and conditions of the Gofpel, Newton. 
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The reft ihall bear me call, vid ofit be wam'diss 
Their linful fiate, and to appeafe betimes 
The incenfed Deity, while ofer d grace 
Invites; for I wiU <^r their fenfes dvk. 
What may fiiffice;, %q^ £bften ftony heartt 
To pray, repent, and brixig obedioioe <kbe« igo 
To prayer, repentc(n0e, and obedience dUQ» . 
Though but endeayqur d With iixicere intent,. 
Mine ear (ball not be flow, niine eye not (but 
And I will place within them as a .guide^ ' 
My umpire Confciaice; whom if they wilj hear. 
Light after light, well us*d, they ihall attain, xgS 
And to the end, peiiiiling, fefe arrive- 
This my long £iifierance, and ioiy day of grace. 
They w;ho n^le<9; and fcoirn, ihaU never tafte j 
But hard be harden d, bllod be blinded more, aob 
That they may flwnble on, and deeper fall ; 
And none but ilieh:frbm mercy I exclu^. 

Ver. 189. i. ' and foft^ ftony beartis] E»k. 

>-xxvK 26. **l will take away the Jlony heart out of your 
flcfh." Gillies, 

Ver. 197- -^nd to the end^ perjyiingy fafe arrixfei] Matt, x, 22. 
'< He that endureth to. tiie end, ^all be faved.*' Humk. 

Ver. 198, This wy Inngff^trance, and my day rfgrace, - 

The^ who negle& and fcom, JkaU never ta^e;} It 
is a great pity that our author fliould have thus debafed the dig- 
nity of the Deity, by putting in his mouth this horrid do^rine of 
a day of grace, after which it is not poflibie for a man to re- 
pent ; and there can be no fort of excufe for him, except the 
candid reader will make , fome allowance for the prejudices, 
which he might poflil^y receive from the .gloomy divinity of that 
cnthufmftick Bgfi in i^hich he lived. Thtjkr» 
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But yet alt Is not.done ; Man diiblii^iii^ 

Diiloyal, breaks his fealty^ ^d 1m» 

Agaioft tbd high f^prem^y of Heayen> m 

AfieAing. God^head; and, fo lo^g tUl, 

To ts^iate his tr eafon l»th nought leiti 

But. to defirudion lacred and devote. 

He, with his whole pofterity^ muft die, 

Die he orjuf&ie muft; unleft for him 2.1O 

Some other able, and as willing, pay 

Tlie rigid iatisfadtion, death for death. 

Soyv heavenly Powers, where iball we find fuch 

love? 
Which of you will be mortal, to redeeni 
Maii*ii mortal ctim^ and Ji^ the unjuft to iave } 
Dwells in all Heaven charity fo dear ? 216 

Heaik'd,but all the heavenly quire flood mute, 

Ver. 315. i' ■ aiidjuf the w^ io fiBPef] Tbat 

is^ Which of ye wiU be fo jnft as to fave tkt nojnft? WIttch of 
ye will be righteous enough to fufply the defeds of othevs righ« 
teoufnefs ? It is plainly an allufioD to i Pet. 318. " For CkriJ 
olfo hoik once fi^ered for JvMy thtjtfifor the unjt^.^ N^wtok. 

This paflage is given with an obscarity of invi^lution not un- 
common to Milion* His meaniag, I have no doubt^ was memly 
" Which of you will fbhmit to be mortal to redeem man, and to 
iave him byfufering in his ilead^ the jufi for the ui^uA ? 

Vcr. 1J17. '■'■■■ all the heavenly quire Jlood tnute^'\ This 
beautifiil circamflanee is raifed upon JUv.'Tiii. 1, where, upon a 
certahx occafion, it is faid, " There nas^fiience in Heaven/^ And 
to;. aa^t^MftLwaa fikace in Hell, when tt waa p^pofed.wbojbdnld 
be fent 6|Bdi6. datfgerous expedition to deftroy mankind, thec^ 
is likewife mence in Heaven, when it is aiked who. would be 
wilKogto pay the price of their redemption* Satan alone was 
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And filencc was in'H6aven : Oh Matins behalf 
Patron or interceflbur none app^ir d. 
Much left that dutft upon his own)iead draw 
The deadly forfeiture, arid ranfom fet. aai 

And now without redemption all mankind 
Muft have been loft, adjudg d to Death and Hell 
By doom fevere, had not the Son of God, • 
In whom the fulnefe dwells of love divine, 325 
His deareft mediation thus renew'd. 

Father, thy word ispaft, Man ihall find grace; 
Andlhallgracenotfindmeans,thatfinds her way. 
The (peedieft of thy winged meflengers, 
To vifit all thy creatures, and to all 230 

Comes unprevented, unimplor d, unlbught ? 

fit to undertake theonei.as the Son of God tbe other. But 
though the filence is the fame in both places, the difference of the 
expreflion is remarkable. In Hell it is faid all fat mute^ B. ii. 
4SO9 as there the infernal peers were fitting in council ; but here 
it is faid they ^ood mute^ as the good Angels were (lauding round 
about the throne of God. Newtov. 

Ver. 219. Patron or interceflbur none] IfaiahWx. l6, '*Hc 
faw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no tn- 
iercejfbur." Greevwood. 

The poet alludes alfo, in ufing the word patron, to the cha- 
radler given of our Lord by St. John, *' We have an advocate 
with the Father, Jefus Chrift the righteous.'* And fee Arch- 
bi/hop Cranmer's Defence of the True and Catholick Dodrine of 
the Body and Blood of our Saviour Chrift, &c. 4to. 1550. fol. 
ult. *^ Who is before us entered into heaven, and fitteth at the 
right hand of his father, &s pat rone, mediator, &c/' Todd. 

Ver. 225. In whom the fulnefs dwells] Col. ii« 9. *' In him 
iwelieth all thejulnefi of the Godhead bodily/* Todd. 

Ver. 231. Comes unprevented,] Prevent from prcevenire, to 
eame before. This grace is not preceded by merit or fupplication : 
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Happy for Man, fb coming; he her aid 
Can never leek, once dead in iins, and loft ; 
Atonement for himfelf, or ofiering meet. 
Indebted and undone, hath none to bring; 235 
Behold me then : me for him, life for life 
I offer; on me let thine anger fall; 
Account me Man ; I for his fake will leave 
Thy bofbm, and this glory next to thee 
Freely put oS, and for him laiUy die 240 
Well pleased; on me let Death wreakallhis rage; 
Under his gloomy power I fhall not long 
lie vanquifh^d; thou haft given me to polfefs 

Itklf prfveiUs^ or goes before; it is a free gift, as B. xi«3« 
«' Prtvtment grace defcending, &c/' See II Tim. i. 9. And 
tfalm Ixxxviii. 13 " Unto thee have I cried, O Lord, and in 
the morning ihail.my prayer prev€ii/ thee." Here the fiivour, if 
it comesf comes not unprevented ; prayer preoents, or goes before, 
God's goodneis. Richarosoi^. 

Ver. 236. ——————— once dtad fccj The word 

OMce is here very emphatical, fignifyihg once for all. Thus our 
tranflators, P«. Ixxxix. 35. "Once have I fworn, &c/' Septuag. 
*A»4 ir/BMM. See alfo P$. Ixii. 11. This^ Suidas interprets 
mw^n uifi tui v«»riA«f(, once for ail, peremptorify. Homer ufes 
the word «r«( in the fame fenfe. Callander. 

Ver. 236. Behold me tken ; me for km, Hfofor Ufo 
I(fferi on me lei tkme anger foil; 
Account me Man ;] The frequent and vehement 
repetition of me, is very like Virgil, JEn. ix. 427. 

" Me, me : adfum qui feci : in me convertite ferrum :'* ^ 
and, a little afterwards, 

*^ Figite me, fi qua eft pietas : in me omaia tela 
'* Conjicite 6 Rutuli ; me primum, &c." Mxwtok. 
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Life in tajftAf, fat ^vcr ; by thee I five, 344 
Th<itx^ now to Death I yield, and am his dtie 
All thdt of me can die ; yet, that debt p£ud» 
Thon wilt not leave me in the loathlbme grave 
Hisr pt^y> nor fiiffer my unfpotted fouj 
For ever with eomiptioh there to dwell ; 
But. t ftall fife vidorious, and iubdue 350 
My v«iqui(her, ipoil'd of his vaunted Ipoil; 
Death his death s v^ound ihall then receive^ and 

ftbop 
Inglorious^ of his mortal fting diiarm*d. 

Ver, 244. Life in mjffdffot ever ;j John v. 26. Newton. 

Ver« 249* ■ tdtk corruption there to dwell ;] Pfalm 

ivi. 10> ^ Tboii wilt not leavo my foul in hell, ndther fufer 
thine Holy one to fee corrOptton ;" applied to our Saviour's Re^ 
ftimdton by St. Peter, ^^ii. 20, 21. Newtow, 

Ver. 252. Death his death's wound Jhall then receivcy^ I am 
very forry to obferve, that the quaint conceit in this line is very 
inconfiftent with the charaderiJf the ffC^kiCT, and unworthy of 
the majefiy of the reft of the fpeech. Milton might perhaps be 
ledl into it by a wittictiVn of the fame k\\iA ih Seneca, who, 
/{leaking of the terrour Pluto was in from the wound he received 
firotti 'Herculesi fays, Merc. Fmr. Tcr. 568. 

" Effugit lenui vuliiere faucius, 

*'-£i mortis dmnnns perlinmt mofi.*' THYEit. 

^ Or he might remember Donne, who abounds in quaint con- 
ceits. Poems, 4to. 1633^ p. 36. 

" And death (hall be no more; death, fhoujhalt die." 
But Milton ufes a fimilar conceit m his earlier poem, In Ob^ 
Fraf. EUen. ver. 24. 

I I " imprecor neci necem,^ Todd. 
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I throng the am^e air in triumph high 
Shall lead Hell captive, maugre Hell, and ihow 
The Powers of darknefi bound. Thoii", at thd 

fight 259 

Heas*d^ outof Heavenihait look down and fmile. 
While, by thee raised, I ruin all my foes. 
Death lafl^ and with his carcais glut the grave : 
Then, wkh the multitude of my redeemed, 260 
Shall enter Heaven, long abfent, and return* 
F|i(lier> to fee thy &ce, wherein no cloud 
Of ;u^r fliall remain, but peace aflurd 
And reconcilement; wrath Ihall be no more 
Thenceforth, but in thy prefencc joy entire. 769 

His words here ended, but his meek aipedt 
Silent yet ipake, and breathed immortal love 

Ver. S54. T through the ample air in triumph high &c.] Pfalm 
Ixviii. 18. " Thou haft afcended on high, thou haft led captivity 
captive." Co/, ii. 15. " And, having fpoiled Principalities and 
Powers, he made a (how of them openly, triumphing over them 
in it." Newton. 

Ver. ^59. ' Death laftj i Cor. xv. 26. " The iajt enemy, 
diat fliall be deftroyed, is Death:* Hvms. 

Ver. 265. but in thy prefence joy entire.'] Pfalm 

xvL 11. « In tjby poefence is the^lnefe of joy," Todd. 

Ver. 266. His words here endedy but his meek afpefi 

Siient yit JpeAc, &€.] What a charming and 
lovdy piAure has AOltoD given us of God the Son confidered as 
oar Saviour and Redeemer 2 not in the kaft inferiour in its wfiy. 
to that grander one in the 6th book« whfre he defcrihes him 
clothed with majefty and terrour, taking vengeance of his ene- 
mies. Before he reprefenU him fpeaking, he makes divine com" 
f^ofi, Ufte wUhout end, and grace without menfure^ xnfibly to ap- 
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To mortal men, acbove which only Ihone 

Filial obedience : As a lacrifice 

Glad to be oflfer d, he attends the will 270 

Of his great Father. Admiration feis'd 

All Heaven, what this might mean,* and 

whither tend. 
Wondering; but foon the Almighty thus replied. 
O thou in Heaven and Earth the only peace 
Found out for mankind under wrath! O thou 275 
My fole complacence ! well thou kno w'ft howdear 
To me are all my works, nor Man the leaft, 

pear inhii face^ v. 140, and, carrying on the fame amiable pio 
ture, makes bim end it with a countenance breathing immortal 
love to mortal men. Nothing could be better contrived to leave 
a deep impreifion upon the reader's mind, and I believe one may 
ventuie to alTert, that no art or words could lift the imagination 
to a Wronger idea of a good and benevolent being. The mute 
eloquence which our author has fo prettily expretfed in \i\%filenjt 
yet /pake, is with no lefs beauty defcribed by TalTq at the end of 
Armida*s ipeech to Godfrey, C. 4. ft. 65. 

*^ Cio detto tace, e la rifpofta attende 

** Con attOy ch'en filentio hh voce, e preghi/' Thtbr. 

Ver. 269' ■ ' Asafacri/ice &c.] An allufioQ ta 

P/alm xl. 6, and the two following verfes. Newton. 

Ver. 274. —— — — — the only peace] tfhef. \u 1*. 
*• He is our peace*' GiItLXes. 

Ver. 277* ————— nor man the leaft. 

Though lad created ;] The leafi deary fomewhat 
like Shakfpeare's Lear to Cordelia, A. i. S. i. 
' ■ ** Now, our joy, 

'' AMoagk the lafi, not Uajtr 
And Anthony to Trebonius, Jul. Caf, A. iii. S. u 
•* Though ^, not leqfi in love." Newtob. 
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Though laft created ; that for him I ipare 
Thee from my boibm and right hand, to iave, 
By lofing thee awhile, the whole race loft. 280 
Tliau^ therefore, whom thou only canft redeem, 
Their nature alfo to thy nature join ; 
And bethyielf Man among men on earth. 
Made flefh, when time ihall be, of virgin ieed^ 
By wonderous birth: Be thou in Adam's room 285 
Ilie head of all mankind, though Adam's fon. 
As in him perilh all men, fo in thee, 
As from a fecond root, Ihall be reftor d 
As many as are reftor d, without thee none. 
His crime makes guilty all his lions ; thy merit, 
Imputed, ftiall abfolve them who renounce 291 
Their own both righteous andunrighteousdeeds. 
And live in thee tran^lanted, and from thee 
Receive new life. So Man, as is moft juft. 
Shall fatisfy for Man, be judg d and die, 29s 
And dying rife, and rifing with him raife 
His brethren, ranibm*d with his own d^r life. 
So heavenly love Ihall outdo hellifti hate, 



Ver. 282. Their nature] That is> " the nature oftkcm^ whom 
thou only canft redeem.'' A manner of fpeaking very ufual 
with Milton. Newtok. 

Ver. 287. A» in him &c.] i Cor. xv. 22. " As in Adam all 
die, fo in Chrift (hall all be made alive/* Newton. 

Ver. 294, &c. It is obfenrable,- that Milton on many occa* 
fions throughout this Poem, efpecially where the do&rines of re. 
vealed religion are treated of^ imitates the fiyle of St« PauL See 
Rom viii. 30, x. 14. Stillinofleet. 

-4 
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Giviog to deaths and dying to redeem^ 

So deaiiy to redeem what hdlifh hate aoo 

So ealil^ deftroy d, and ftill de&roys 

In tho^ who, when they may, accept not grace. 

Nor ihalt thou, by deicending to aflame 

Man's nature leflen or degrade thine own. 

Becaufe thou hafl, though thron*d in higheft bli& 



Ver. 999, Giving to death, and dying to redeem,] Milton's 
fyAem of divinity taugbl not only that Man was redeemed, bat 
likewife that a real price w^s paid for his redemption ; d^/ing to 
redeem therefore, fignifying only redemption in a vague uncertain 
fenfe, but imperfedly reprefents his fyftem ; fo imperfedly, that 
it may as well be caUed the Socinian; the price p^d (which 'nan 
plies a proper redemption) is wanting. But to pay a price im** 
plying a voluntary ad, the poet therefore well exprefles it fa^ 
ghing to death; that is, giving himfclf to death; fo that the fenfe 
of the Kne fully exprefles Milton's notion, Hem>tnly laoe gaoe a 
price for the redemption of numkindf and by virtue ^ that priet 
really redeemed them. W a r b u &to n . 

St. Matt. XX. 28. *' The Son of Man came— to give his life a 
• rdrn/oM Ibr many/' Gillies. 

• Ver. 301. and ftill deftroys] Dr. Bentley 

objei^ ta fiiii deftroySf that this fpeech is before Adam's falli 
and therefore he thinks that Milton gave it ** and wHl defray J' 
But there are many paifages in thefe fpeeches of God and 
!Mefiah, wher6 the Fall is fpoken of as a thing pail; perhaps, 
becaufe aH things, even future ones, are prefent to the Divine 
Mind. Thus, in v. 151. 

« Thy creature late fo lov'd :" 

And in v. 181. 



that he may know how frail 



^'liisfBdlem condition is." 

And yet thefe two paflages, with others of the fame kind. Dr. 
Bentley has fuffered to (land uncenfured. Pxarce. 
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Espial to God, and equally enjoying m6 

God"*like fruition, quitted all, to ik^ 
A world from utter lois, and iiajll bten fmnd 
By merit more than birthrigiit Son 4xf God^ 
Found worthidl to be {o by being good,, : aib 
Far more than great or high; becao£b m thee . 
Love hath abounded more than glory abounds ; 
TherefOTe thy humiliation ihall exalt 
With thee thy manhood aUb to this throne: . 
Here ihalt thou lit incsutiate, here i}ialt reign tis 
B&ih God and Man, Son both of Qod and Man, 
Anointed univerial King; all power 
I give thee; reign for ever, and aiTume 
Thy merits^ under thee, as head iiipreme^ 



Ver. S06. Equal to Gody and equally enjoying 

God'Uke fndCiony] This deferves notice, as an 
ioftance of Milton's orthodoxy, with relation to thei diTimty of 
God the Son. Newtok. 

Vcr. 317. ' all power 

I give thee;] Matt, xxviii. 18. «* Ail power t^ 
giTen onto me." Newtok; 

Ver. 318. and affxime 

Thy merits;] Imitated from Horace, Orf. III. 
XXX. 14. ^ Sume fuprrbiam qwrjitam mentis \* but adapted t\> 
the Divine Perfon to vrhom it is fpoken. Nswton. 

Ver. 319. mder thee^ as head fupremei &c.] 

Here the fpeech begins to fwell into a confiderable degree of 
fnblimity, and that of the pureft and moft perfeA kind, in no 
ways inconfiftent with our moll reverent ideas of the great Betng- 
wlio is4he fpctiifekr,- 14 he is poiutrftyed to us in the Holy Scxip- 
turei. DoasTER. 
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Thrones, Princedoms, PoweiB, Dominions,' T 
reduce: 320 

All knees to thee Ihall bow, of them that bide 
In Heaven, or Earth,. or under Earth in Hell. 
When thou, attended glorioufly from Heaven, 
Shalt in the iky appear, and from thee lend 
The iummoning Arch-Angels to proclaim 325 
Thy dread tribunal; forthwith from all winds. 
The living, and forthwith the cited dead 
Of all paft ages, to the general doom 
Shall hajften; fuch a peal fhall roufe their ileep. 
Then, all thy faints aiTembled, thou ihalt judge 
Bad Men and Angels; they, arraign d, ihall finksa i 
Beneath thy fentence; Hell, her numbers full. 
Thenceforth fhall be for ever fhut. Mean while 
The world fhall burn, and from her afhes ^ring 

Vcr. 3^1 . All kners to thee pall ban', &c.] See Pkilipp. ii. 10. 

Newton. 

Vcr. 3^3. When thou, attended glonou/ly from Heaven, Sec] 
Sec Si. Matt. xxv. 30, 31, 32, And for the fvnmomng Arch- 
Angelsy I Theff. iv. 16'. '< For the Lord himfelf (liall defcend 
from Heaven with a (hour, with the voice of the Archangel, and 
with the trump of God.'' Humf.. 

Ver. 327. the cited dead] Rev. xx. 1 1. « Aud 

I faw the deady fmall and great, Jtand before God.." Hume. 

Vcr. 329. fuck a peal Jhall roufe their fleep.] 

1 Cor.xir. 51. '' We fhall not all>«p, but we (hall all be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the Iq/t 
trumpJ* TooD. 

Ver. 334. The world JhaU imm, &c.] See H Pet. iii. 12, 13. 

Newtoit. 
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New Heaven and Earthy wherein the jutl Ihall 
dwells 335 

And, after all their tribulations long. 
See golden days, fruitful of golden deeds, 
With joy and peace triumphing, and fair truth. 
Then thou thy regal fcepter flialt lay by, 
For regal fcepter then no more fliall need, 340 
God fliall be all in all- But, all ye Gods, 
Adore him, who to compafs all this dies; 
Adore the Son, and honour him as me. 

No fooner had the Almighty ceas*d, but all 
The multitude of Angels, with a fhout 345 

Ver. 335. Nem Heaven and Earth,] Dr« Bentley reads 
Heavens ; for (he'fays) Heaven is tlie feat of God, Heavens are 
the vifible ones, all not beyond the fixed (lars : But I find Mil- 
ton a1 moil always ufing the known Jewifh phrafe of lfeav€itaru( 
Earth to exprefs the whole creation by. See inftances in B.vii.. 
€2, 167, 232, 256, 617, &c. Pearce. 

And fee Reo, xxi. 1. ^* And I faw a new Heaven and a new 
Earth, for the firil Heaoen and the firil Earth were pafled away.'' 

Newtox. 
Ver. 337. See golden dmfs^ &c.] Virgil, Eel. iv. 9. 
— *' toto fai^et gens aurea mundo." Hume. 

Ver. 341. Godjhallbe allinall.l According to 1 Cor. xt.' 
28. Hume. 

Ibid. a// ye Gods,] P/oilw xcvii. 7. 

*^ Worihip him, all ye Gods^'* that is, all ye Angels: And fo it 
tranflated by the feventy, and fo cited by St. Paul, HA. i. 
** Add let all the Angels of God worihip him.'* Newton. 

Ver. 343. Adore the Son^ &c.] John v. 23. Newtoit. 

Ver. 344. No fooner had the Almighty ceas'd, hut all 

The multitude of Angels, ^cc] Milton, though he 
has written his poem on the epick plan, ilill retains in many parts 

TOL. 1X1.. D 
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Loud as from numbers without number, Iwccf 
As from bleft voices, uttering joy, Heavew rung 
With jubilee, and toud Hofannas fill'd 

of it the dramatick form, which at onetime he intended entirely 
to have given it. A Chorus of Angels was a material part of his 
£rft ilietch; and wa9 perhaps his firfl kiducement for inclining to 
make it a tragedy.- Here the attendant Angels are a perfed 
Chorus ; accordingly he terms them (ver. ^17*) '' the heavenly 
quire."— For the choral parts we may,- befides this part of the 
book^ particularly refer to Book vi. 882, B. vii. 182, 565f 60U 
We Mayalfo refer to the Angelick Chorus in Par. lUg: B. i. l£9, 
B. iv. 596^ In the Adamo of Andreini there is a double chorus ; 
one of good Angels, the ot4>er of Demons^ The great body of 
Che fallen Angels, in this poem atfb, fonietimes exhibit to us the 
form of a fecond Chorus. See B. i. 666, B. ii. 477, B. x.. 505. 
But for the Divine Chorus, Tinging their angelick hymn,, fee 
JJaiah \w 3* See alfo Job xxxviii* 7* And the note on ver. 365» 

DUNSTER. 

Ver. 345. Kc multitude of Angels, kcJ] The conftrudion is 
this; All ike multitude of Angels uttering joy xcith ajkout loutf 
as &c. Heaten mng &c. where the fifft words- are put 'in the ab- 
lative cafe abfolutely. Peabcb. 

I would make out the fyntax, by fuppIyiiQ the verb Jhouted 
or recevoed; fo that the full conftrudion will be, Tke Angels 
Jhoutedvtith a Jhout, or received^ viz. what God had faid, with 
a Jhout loud as from numbers withoui number ^ &c.— The ablative 
abfolute, in the firft place, would be making the connexion too 
remote, when the natural connexion is with the word imme- 
diately prece<fing, viz. xoices ; fo that the conftrudion is, voice* 
vtteringjoy. And, fecondly, the (enfe is better, if we follow 
the natural connexion, as uttering joy accounts fo well for the 
fweetnefs of the voices* I therefore think it is better to fappofe, 
that Milton, in imitation of his great model Homer» intended to 
vary his Ayle, and make it more poetical, by an anomalous con* 
(^cttdion, but fttch as does not at all obfcure the fenfe. 

Lord Monboddo. 

. Ver, 948. and hud Hofannas f ltd 

The eternal regUnu:'} Thus Dante reprefents, as 
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The eternal regions : Lowly reverent 
Towards either throne they bow, and to the 

ground zso 

With folemn adoration down they caft 
Their crowns inwove with amarant and gold; 
Immortal amarant, a flower which once 
In Paradile, fall by the tree of life. 
Began to bloom ; but foon for man's oflence 355 
To Heaven remov d, where firft it grew, there 

grows. 
And flowers aloft fliading the fount of life. 
And where the river of blife through midft of 

Heaven 
Rolls o er Elyfian flowers her amber ftream ; 

Mn DuD/ler alfo remarks, the general fong of the choral Angelt 
through all the orders and hierarchies, Farad. C. xxviii, 94. 
** lo fentiva 6fannar di coro in coro 
" Al punto fiflb, &c/' Todd, 

Ver. 351. dvam they caft 

Their crcmvu] So they are reprefented, Keo. iv. 10. 

Newtojt. 
Ver. Z5S. Immortal amaranth] A flower of a purple velvet 
colour, which, though gathered, Jceeps its beauty; and, when all 
other flowers fade, recovers its luflre by being fprinkled with a 
little water, as Pliny affirms, lib. 21 j c. 11. Milton feems to have 
taken this hint from 1 Pet.u 4. ''To an inheritance incorruptible, 
undefiled, and th^tt fadetk not avoay^ iftrnftartm; and v. 4^ ** Ye 
fliall receive a crown of glory thstfadeth not awa^t iifmfmmm i" 
Both relating to the name of his everlafiing amarant, which he 
bail finely fet near llie tree of life. *^ Amarantui flos, fymbolom 
t&immortalUatisJ'^ Clem. Alex. Hums. 

Ver. 359. Rolls o'er Elyfian flowers her onAer ftream;^ Dr. 
Bentley reads '' Rolls o'er rehicent gems ^." becaufe (he fays) 
it b not well, conceived that jifonv rt gr«w at the bottom of a river. 

P % 
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With thcfe that never fade the Spirits eleA.sdo 
Bind their relplendent locks inwreath'd with 
beams; 

But (as Dr. Pearce replies) Milton's words do not neceflarily 
imply fo much ; the river might only fometimes roU ovtr them, 
to water them. And yet (fays Dr. Pearce) I am rather in- 
clined to think, that the poet here by over means through or 
mmong. So Mr. Jortin underftands Rolls o*er for rolls through or 
hy ; and obferves that Horace ufes the verb prteterire in much 
the fume manner^ Od. IV. vii. S. 

** ct decrefcentia ripas 

" Flumina prastercunt," 
roll by and within their banks. But if we underfland the pafTage 
as it is exprefled, there is no kind of abfurdity in it; for we fre- 
quently fee grafsy and weeds, and flowers^ growing under water : 
And we may therefore fuppofe the fined flowers to grow at the 
bottom of the river qfbli/s, or rather the river to roll over them 
fometimes, to water them. The author feems to intend much 
the (ame thing that he has exprefled in B. iv. 240, where, fpeak* 
ing of the brooks in Paradife, he fays they 

*^ Ran ne^ar, vifiting each plant, and fed 

" Rowers worthy of Paradife." 
And as there they are flowers worthy ofFaradife^ fo here they are 
worthy of Eljifium^ the region of the Blefled : and he makes ufe 
of the fame ezpreflion in VAUegro. And then as to his calling 
it amber Jlreaniy it is only on account of its clearnefs and tranfpa- 
lency, and not at all on account of its colour, that he compares 
it to amber. The clearnefs of amber was proverbial among the^ 
Ancients; Callimachus, in his hymn to" Ceres, ver. 29# haa 
mkUi:fvm t/^ ; and, in like manner, Vii;gil fays of a ri?er, Gror^^, 
Jii. 522. 

^ ** Pttrior eMiro oampum petit amnis." NawTOW. 

Ver. 360. With thefe that never fade] « With thefe^owr*,- 
as Dr. Newton rightly fuppofes ; not, <^ with thefe croicni/' ac* 
cording to Dr. Pearce, or, *' with tha amarant/* according to 
Dr. Bentley. Thus Drummond fpeaks of Heaven, Poems ifijfi. 
Part fecond. <<Biit thisfejiowers do not fade, trees grow not 
oldc," Todd. 
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Nowialoofegarlandsthickthrownofi; the bright 
Pavement, that like a fea of jafper Ihone, 
Impurpfed with celeftial rofes finiTd. 864 

Then,crown'dagain,theirgoldenharps they took, . 
Harps ever tun d, that glittering by their fide 
Like quivers hung, and with preamble fwcet 
Of charming fymphony they introduce 

Ver. 563. Uke a fta of jafper JkontJ The 

jafper cafts divers colours, and the green (the moft efteemed) has 
moQiJimUtude to the fea. Ruse, de Gem. 1. 2, c. 1. Hume. 

Milton, I dare fay, intended no allufion whatever to the fea- 
green colour of the jafper, but only borrowed it from its general 
br^htnefs, and on account of the ufe of it in Scriptural defcrip- 
lions. See Rev. xxi, 11, 18* Compare alfo E^od. xxiv. 10. 

DUNSTXR. 

It is probable that Milton had in remembrance the defcription 
-of Spcnfer, laer. Qtf. ii. xii. 62. 

« through the waves one might the bottom fee, 
" All par'rf beneath with jafper ihining bright, 
** That feem'd the fountaine in thai fea did fayle upright.^' 

Todd. 

Ver. 364. Impurpled mth celeftial rofes Jmrd.'] A word very 
lamiliar with Spenfer, from the Italian imporporato. See Faaie 
Qtf. iii. vii. 17. 

** Oft from the'forreft wildings he did bring, 

" Whofe fides empurpled were with fmyling red/' Thtkr. 

Ver. 365. Then^ crown'd again^ their golden harps they tookf 
Harps ever tun'd^ &c.] In the preceding part of 
the defcription, the choral Angels are palpably adive perfons of 
the drama; and we can fcarcely avoid attributing a meafure, i. e. 
a movement regulated by mufick, to their folemn adoration, ver. 
351. Here the meafure, I fuppofe, was intended to ceafe; and 
th^ heavenly Chorus prepare to jQng their epode or ilationary 
ioDg, i. e« their angelick hymn, to which Milton, who was him* 
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is PARADISE LOST. book hi; 

Their facred fong, and waken raptures high; 
No voice exempt^ no voice but well could join a7Q 
Melodious part» fiich concord is in Heaven. 
Thee, Father, firft they iiing Omnipotent, 
Immutable, Immortal, Infinite, 
Eternal King; the Author of all being. 
Fountain of light, thjrfelf invifible 37s 

Amidil the glorious brightneis where thou fit'ft 
Thron d inacceflible, but when thou fhad'ft 

felf a great mailer of mufick, prefixes the 

■ ■ . ■ *' preamble fweet 

** Of charming fymphony/' Dir vster. 
Vet. ^69. ■ ■ ■ ■ and waken raptures ktghi] Mr. 

Wakefield has noticed the obligation of Oray to this expreflion^ 
in his Elegjf : 

*^ Or wal^d to extafy the living lyre ;*' 
as alfo the original phrafe in Lucretius, ii. 412. 

■ Mufaea mele, per chordas organici qua? 
''Mobilibus digitis experg^/iiSa figurant/* Todd, 
Ver. 372, Thee, Father, Jirfi they fung &c.] This hymn 
feems to be compofed fomewhat in the fpirit and manner of thq 
hymn to Hercules in the 8th book of the i£neid : But is a^ 
much fuperiour as the fubjedl of the one tranfcends that of the 
other, Newton. 

Ver. 377. Throned inacoefiUey but xohen thou Jhad'ft'] Tlip 
word hut her^ is the fame as excepts unlefs; inacceflible but when 
thou fliad*fty that is, then only acceflfiblc, when thou fliad*(l &c. 
Perhaps Milton had in yiew what Ovid fays of Phoebus when his 
foD Phaeton c$me to him, Met. ii. 39. 

— " circun^ caput omne micantes 

** Depofuit radios, propififque accedere juflit." Peakce, 

I rather conclude that thefe ideas were fuggefted by the 33d. 

chapter of Exodus, ver. 18, and the following paflkge which ef^da 

thus, *^ Thou flialt fee my back pietrts, but my hce (hal) ng^ bp 

iieen/' Gi^PBVwqop. 
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ThefuU blazeof thy beams, and, throughacloud 
Drawn round about thee like a radiant ihrine, • 
Dark with exceliive bright thy Ikirts appear, sao 

Ver..580. Dark XDith txcejfnt ftrigkt iky Jkirts appear f'] Mil* 
.toil has the fame thought of darknels occafiooed by glory, B. ▼• 
599* '' Brightnefi had made imifibkr This alfo explains his 
meaning here : The excefs of forightnefs had the effed of dartmefsy 
anvjfibiUty^ What an idea of glory ! The Ikirts only not to be 
looked on by the beings neareft to God, but when doubly or 
trebly ihaded by a cloud and both wings. What then is the full 
blaze ! Ricbardsok. 

In like manner Taflb, defcribing the Almighty in Heaven, Gitr. 
Lib. C. ix. ft, 57. 

'' Quivi ei cofi nel fuo fplendor s* involve^ 
'* Che 0' abbaglian la wifta anco i pid degniJ** 

The fame thought iis« in Spenfer's Hymn of Heavenly Beauty, 
but more languidly expreifed : 

•A' With the great glory of that wondrous light 
^* His throne is all encompaifed around, 
** And kid ,in kis vwn brigktnefs from the fight 
" Of all jthat look thereon &c/* Thter, 

Milton's idea is i;iot only poetical in an high decreet but ftridly 
and philofophicaiMy juft. Exti^me lights by overcoming the or- 
gans of ight;, obliterates M otjeds, fo as ui its effed exadly to 
refemble darknefs^ After looking for fome time at the fun, 
two black fpots, %\^ impreflion which it leaves, feem to dance 
jbefofie our eyes. Thus me two ideas^ as oppofite as can be 
imagined, reconciled to the extremes of both ; and both, in fpite 
of their oppofite natu^, brx>ught to concur in producing the 
fublime. BuRK|s.« 

Mikon, in thb fublime addrefs to the Father, has been perhaps 
Jndebted' to the following paiTages in Marino's Geru/aicmm 
pifinUta, C. vii. ft. 4. 

<< Ma quel del d' ogni ciel del gran monarch 
^' Palagig inacceOibile, ed afcofo 
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Yet dazade Heaven, that brighteft Seraphim 
Approach not, but with both wings vei 1 their eyes. 
Thee next they lang of all creation firft, 
Begotten Son, Divine Similitude, 
Inwhofeconlpicuouscountenance,without cloud 
Made vifible, the Almighty Father Ihines, 386 
Whom elfe no creature can behold ; on thee 
Imprefs'd the effulgence of his glory abides, - 
Transfus'd on thee his ample Spirit refts. 
He Heavenof Heavens and alithePowers therein 
By thee created; and by thee threw down 391 
The alpiring Dominations : Thou that day 

" Tranfcende i fenfi, gl' intelletci eccede, 
** Sol vi giunge a gran pena occhio ^i fcde." 
And A. 9. 

*^ Dentro glj abifli d' una luce denfa, 

** Stadi il gran padre in fe beato a piene, 

'' Dalla fontana di tefori immenfa, 

" £ deir imraenfo incomprehenfibil feno 

" Oceano di gloria egli difpenfa/* J. C. Walker. 

Ver. 382. Approach not,] So Ovid, Met. ii. 22. 

** Confiflitque procul, neque enim propiora ferebat 
•*Lumina. — " Newton. 

Ibid, — — but with both voingi veil their eyes."] So they 
are reprefcnted in Ifaiah's vifion of the throne of God ; Jjaiah^ 
y'u 2. Hume. 

Ver. 383. — . of all creation firfi^ So, in CoU 

i. 15. "The firft born of every creature," or of all creatiottp 
wHTm MTvruti : And Kev» iii. H. f* The beginning of the creation 
of God." Newton. 

Ver. 387* Whom elfe no creature can behold f] No creature 
can otherwife behold the Father but in and through the Sou. See 
/o^» i. 18, andxiv. 9. Newton. 
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Thy Father s dreadful thunder didft not fpare, 
Nor flop thy flaming chariot- wheels, that ihook 
Heaven s everlafting frame, while o'er the necks 
Thou drov ft of warring Angels difarray d, 395 
Back from purfuit thy Powers with loud acclaim 
Thee only extoU'd, Son of thy Father's might. 
To execute fierce vengeance on his foes, 399 
Kot fo on Man: Him through their malice fallen. 
Father of mercy and grace, thou didft not doom 
So ftriiftly, but much more to pity incline: 
No fooner did thy dear and only Son 
Perceive thee purposed not to doom frail Man 
So ftridly, but much more to pity inclin'd, 4os 
He to appeafe thy wrath, and end the ftrife 

Ver. 39*. Norjtop tht/Jlaming charioi-wheeltf, that (hook 

Heaven's eYerlailing frame,] Compare Fairfax's 
Taflb, B. 11. ft. 9)* 

** Againe io Jhake heaocfCs ever Iq/ling frame/' Todd. 

Ver. 396- difarray'd.] A word in Syl- 

vefter's Da BartaSj 1621, p. 322. 

■ " pel-mel they feud, 

*• ChoaH*d up with duft, diforder'd, ^farraifd/* Duksteu. 

Ver, 398. T^hee only extoWd^ We muft not underftand it 
thus, Thy Powers returning from purfuit extoU'd, S^c, but. Thy 
Powers extoird thee returning from purfuit, and thee only ; for 
he was the fole ti^or^ all the reHJtoodJilent eye-witnej/es of his 
almighty a^s, B. vi. 880, &c. So perfedly does this hymn of > 
the good Angels agree with the account given by Raphael in B. vl. 
And whenever mention is made of the good Angels joining in the 
purfuit, it is by the evil Ai)gels, the reafon of which fee before in 
the note upon B. i. 169* Newtoit. 

Ver. 405. SoJlrUHy^ but murjt more to pity ineUn*d,'] A re- 
petition in the manner of Homer, who often ufes the fam« verfes 
and words, iq which commands were given, or meflages fent; ai 
fuppofing it not poflibie to change them for better. Hume. 

V«r. 406. He to appcqfc thy waih^] As an ingenious perfon 
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Of mercy and juftice in thy face difcern'd, 
Regardleis of the blifs wherein he lat 
Second to thee, offer d himielf to die 
For Man s offence. O unexampled love, 4id 
Love no where to be found lefs than Divine! 
Hail, Son of God, Saviour of Men! Thy name 
Shall be the copious matter of my fong . 
Henceforth, and never fliall my heart thy praiie 
Forget, nor from thy Father s praife disjoin. 415 
Thus they in Heaven, above the ftariy Q>here, 
Their happy hours in joy and hymning fpent 
Mean while upon the firm opacous globe 
Of this round world, whofe firff convex divides 
The luminous inferiour orbs, enclosed 4w 

From Chaos, and the inroad of D^knefs old, 
Satan alighted walks: A globe far off" 
It feem'd, now ieems a boundlefs continent 
Dark, wafte, and wild, under the frown of Night 
Starlefs exposed, and ever-threatening fforms 42^ 

obferves, ihany or butf is underflood before Hc^ to coi^plete the 
fenfe. Newton. 

Ver. 412. Hailt Sim qf God,] See Viiigirs conclufion of the 
li^mn to Hercules, jpn, viii. 30 !• Newtok. 

The conclufiop of Milton's hymn« is in imitation of the hymns 
of Homer and Callimachus, who always promife to return in 
future hymnSf RicuARPSoir. 

Ver. 413. > the cophus matter of my fong] Spenfer, 

Faer. Qti. iii. iv, " As thee, O Queene, the matter of myfongi* 
which Mr. Upton refers to Dante, Paradi$. C. i. I2f 

*^ Sara hora materia del ^P canto.'^ 
Mr. Dunfter notices the Ovidian phrafe, ii Trift, i. 71* ^' St f^ 
materiam carmmis efle juvat." Todd. 

Ver. 424. — ^ • ■ ■■ ■ t he frown rf Night^ Anexpreffion 

perhaps fuggefted by Shakfpeare. See ngtei B, v. 124, Todd, 
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Of Chaos blullering round, inclement iky; 
Save on that fide which from the wall of Heaven, 
Though diilant far, fome fmall reflection gains 
Of glimmering air lefs vex*d with tempefl: loud: 
Here walk'd the Fiend at large in fpacious field* 
As when a vultur on Imaus bred, 431 

Whole fnowy ridge the roving Tartar bounds, 
Biilodging from a region fcarce of prey 
To gorge the flefh of lambs or yeanling kids, 
On hills where flocks are fed, flies toward the 
iprings 43s 

Of Ganges or Hydalpes, Indian flreams; 
But in his way lights on the barren plains 
Of Sericana, where Chinefes drive 
With fails and wind their cany waggons light: 

Ver, 4^1. ^s tpkm, ^ vvltur &c.] This fimile is very appofite 
and lively, and correfponds cxadly in all the particulars. Satan 
coming from Hell tp Eartl^, in order to dedroy mankind, but 
lighting iirft on the bare convex of j:he vprld*s outemioft orb, m 
fea of land as the poet c^ll^ it, is very fitly compared to a vultur 
%ingf ill queft of bis prey, tender lambs or kids new-yeaned, 
froni the barren roc^s to the more fruitful bills and ilreams of 
Judia^; but li^htii;»gin)ii3 way on the plains of Sedcana, which 
vere in a manner a fea qf land too; the country being fp fmooth 
and open that carriages were driven (as travellers reporjt) with 
fails and wind. Imaus is a celebrated mountain iq Afia; its name 
fignifies fnorwy in the language of the inhabitants, according to 
Pliny, lib. 6, cap. 21. " incolarum lingua 9tvo/um figniQcante;" 
and therefore it is faid he^ie^ whofefaqrwy ridge^ }^£WT0K. 

The fttowjf ridge b from Taflo, Qier. I4b. C. xvii. 94, " Ed 
altre i giogki del fiivofo Tauro, &c." DiTKSTsa. 

Ver, 438. — — Sericana, v>here Chinefes drive 

With fails and wind their cany waggons light ;} 
Sfrif(fna is a region betwixt China to the eaft, and the mountain 
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So, on this windy fea of land, the Fiend 44o 
Walk'd up and down alone, bent on his prey; 

Imaus to the weft: And, what Milton fays of the ChmefeSf he 
feems to have taken from Heylin's Coftnqgraphif, p. 867, where it 
is faid, ** Agreeable unto the obfervation of modern wnters, the 
country is fo plain and level, that they have carts and coaches 
driven with fails, as ordinarily as drawn with horfes, in thefe 
parts/' Our author fuppofes thefe carriages to be made of canep 
to render the thing fomewhat more probable. It may be thought 
the lefs incredible, as there was a man lately at Bath who at* 
tempted fomething of the fame nature, and could really drive his 
machine without horfes by the help of wind and fail, upon 
Marlborough Downs, but it would net anfwer upon the road ; it 
did well enough on the plain, but he <5ould not make it go up 
hilU Newton. 

Other attempts of the fame nature have been made in this 
country; but England having " this variety" from Sericsna ** of 
pleafure fituate in hill and daUj^ they have not been found, as 
Dr. Newton obferves, to anftoer ! Sailing Coacka are alfo faid to 
have been invented by Stevenius in the Netherlands, in the feven* 
teenth century. See Hakewill's Apologie of the Power and Pro- 
vidence of God, 2d edit. l630, ad fin. Grotius has written a 
copy of verfes on the invention. Milton did not merely /tqfpo/c 
the waggons of the Chinefe to be made of cane ; but he was 
corred. Sir George Staunton, who fo lately vifited China, thus 
mentions the old cuftom, which ** is dill in fome degree retained* 
The cany waggons are fmall carts, or double barrows, of bamboo^ 
with one laige wheel between them. When there is no wind to 
favour the progrefs of fuch a cart, it is drawn by a man, who is 
regularly harnefled to it, while another keeps it (leady from be- 
hind, befide aififting in pufhing it forward. The fail, when the 
wind is favourable, faves the labour of the former of thefe two 
men. It confids only of a mat, fixed between two poles arifing 
from the oppoflte (ides of the cart. This fimple contrivance can 
only be of ufe when the cart is intended to run before the wind ; 
and was probably the fefource of an individual, who wiflied to 
have no companion of his labour and partner of his profits, or 
^ \rho happened not to meet one." £mba0y to China, l7S7f vol* 
ii. p. 243, Svo. edit. ToDp. 
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Alone, for other creature in this place. 
Living or lifelefe, to be found was none; 
None yet, but ftore hereafter from the earth 
Up hither like aereal vapours flew 445 

Of all things tranfitory and vain, when fin 
With vanity had fiU'd the works of men: 
Both all things vain, and all who in vain things 
Built their fond hopes of glory or lallirig fame. 
Or happineis in this or the other life; 450 

All who have their reward on earth, the fruits 
Of painful luperilition and blind zeal, 
Nought ieeking but the praife of men, here find 
Fit retribution, empty as their deeds; 
All the unaccomplilh'd works of Nature's hand. 
Abortive, monfixous, or unkindly mix'd, 45& 
Diflblv'd on earth, fleet hither, and in vain. 
Till final diflx)lution, wander here; 
Not in the neighbouring moon as fome have 

dream'd; 
Thofe argent fields more likely habitants, 460 
Tranllated Saints, or middle Spirits hold 

• Ver. 457. ■ and in vain,] To wander in 

vm, as commonly underflood, would be a weak cxpreliion ; but 
it has the force of the Greek mtfrtfif the Latin fru/trd^ temeri^ 
fortuitb, ndlo confiUo, at random. Richardson; 

Ver. 459. ^ot in the neighbouring moony as fome have dreanCdf] 
fte means particularly Ariofto, OrU Fur. c. xxxiv, ft. 70, &c.; 
whofe enumeration of things loft upon earth, and treafured up in 
the moon, Pope has finely adapted in the fifth canto of his Rape 
rf the Lock: And indeed, the notion feems to be fitter for a 
mock<-heroick poemi* than for the true eptck. .Newton. 
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Betwixt the angelicdl and human kind. 
Hither of ill-join d fons and daughters bom 
Firft from the ancient world thole giants came 
Withmanyavain exploit, though then renown'd: 
The builders next of Babel on the plain 4S6 

Of Senhaar, and ilill with vain defign^ 
New Babels, had they wherewithal, would build: 
Others came fingle; he, who, to be deem'd 
A God, leaped fondly into iEtna flames, 470 
Empedocles; and he, who, to enjoy 



Ver. 463. Hiiher ofiU-jMdfimt &c.] He means the fons of 
Cod ill'jom'd with the daughters cf men^ alluding to that text of 
Scripture, Gan, vi. 4. " There were giants in the earth in thofe 
days, and alfo after that, when the fons of God came in unto 
the daughters of men, and they bare children to them; the fame 
became mighty men, which were of old, men of renown :'' where 
by the fons (f God^ fom& Fathers and Commentators have un* 
dcrftood AngelSy as if the Angels had been enamoured and 
married to women: but the true meaning is, that the poflerity of 
Seth and other patriarchs, who were worshippers of the true God,-- 
and therefore called the Sons qfGodf intermarried with the idola- 
trous poilerity of wicked Cain. Newtok. 

Ver. 46/. Of Sennaar,] Or Shinar ; for they are both the 
fame name for this province of Babylonia, But Milton (bllowi the 
Vulgate, as he frequently does in the names of places. NxwTair* 

Ver. 471. Empedocles s] The fchi»Jar of Pythagons, a poet 
and philofopher of Sicily, who, ilealing one night from his fol« 
lowers, threw himfelf into ^tna ; that, being no where to be 
found, he might be eileemed to be a god, and to be taken up into 
heaven ; but his iron pattens, being thrown out by the fury of thja 
burning mountain, difcovered his defeated ambition, and ridiculed 
his folly. Hume. 

' Bmpedocles occurs, among other Sages, in Dante's JUmho^ biL 
C. iv« 138, which probably Milton here remembered. ' ToDD. 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOOK til. PARADISE LOST. 47 

Plato's Elyfium, leap'd into the fea, 
Cleombrotus; and many more too long^ 
Embryos, and idiots, eremites, and friars 474 
White, black, and gray, with all their trumpery. 
Here pilgrims roam, that ftray d fo far to feek 
In Golgotha him dead, who lives in Heaven; 

Ver. 473. CUomirotM ;^ A youth of Ambracia, a city of 
Epirus in Greece, who, having read over Plato's book of the 
foul's immortality and happinefs in aflothef life^ was fo raviflied 
vrith the account of it» that he testped from a high wall into tho 
feay that he might immediately enjoy it. Nbwtok. 

Ibid. and many more too longy"] It feems as 

if a line were, by miftake of the printer, left out here ; for, as 
Dr. BcDtley obferves, this phrafe is deficiently exprefled. Befuics 
Milton had been mentioning thofe who came Jingle; and therefore 
be could not fall upon the mention of embryos^ idiotSy eremites^ 
and /riartf without fome other verfe interpofed, which ihould 
£ni(h the account of thofe who camefaigh^ and contain a verb 
for the nominative cafes embrt/ot, and idiots; which at prefent is 
wanting. Psarce. 

A very ingenious perfon queftions whether Milton, by this ap- 
pearance of inaccuracy and negligence, did not defign to exprefs 
his contempt of their trumpery^ as he calls it, by hullling it all 
together in this diforder and confufion. There is the fame artful 
negligence in Far. Rtg. B. ii. 182, &c« Newton. 

However deficiently or contemptuoufly the phrafe may be 
thought to be exprefied, it bears a refemblance to that of Ovid, 
Fajt. iv. 9!^. 

" Ilia deo8 omnes (longum enumerare) creavit." Todd. 

Ver. 475. Wkite^ blacky andgray,] The Carmelites, Domi- 
nicans, and Francifcans, who are thus diftinguiihed by Arioflo, 
Orl. Fur. c. xiv. ft. «8. 

*' Frati, bianchiy nen\ e ft/gi." 

See alfo C. xliii. ft. 175. 

— — — " i bigiy i bianchi, i neri frati." Todd. 
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And they, who to be fure of Faradlfe^ 
Dying, put on the weeds of Dominick, 
Or in Francifcan think to pais diiguis'd; 480 
They pafs the planets feven, and pais the fix'd. 
And that cry ftallinelpherewhofe balance weighs 



Ver. 478. This verfe and the two following allude to a ridi- 
culous opinion^ that obtained in the dark ages of Popery; that, 
at the time of deatli, to be clothed in a friar's habit, was an in- 
fallible road to heaven. This fadl is taken notice of by the ano- 
nymous author of Pafquine in a Trattnce^ 1584, fol. 15. ** So 
grew in the mindes of the filly fimple foules, this wicked opinion 
of thefe monftrous-marked friers, that to weare their weede^ or to 
go clothed in that colour, was good againfl the quartane ague, 
and other difeafes ; and (that worfe is) that, to be buried in that 
habity was the very right xoay to go to heaven J* We further meet 
with a piece of hiftory in Weevcr's Difcaurfe of Funeral Monu- 
mentSy l621, p. 158, which fets this fad in a very clear light. 
" They [the friars] were wondroufly enriched by the burials of 
great perfonages; for, in regard of burial, Abbe^^es were rooft 
commonly preferred before other Churches whatfoever: And he 
that was Imried therein in ^frier^t habite^ if you will believe it, 
never came into hell.'' Buchanan, in his Fratnoi/canuSf expofea 
this h€t in a pleafing fatire. And Dante places, in his tt^emo^ 
the Conte da Monte feltro, notwithftanding bis having taken the 
habit of a Francifcan* Bowle. 

This ridiculous indulgence, which the Orders only of St. Dofflt- 
nick and St. Francis difpenfe, is alfo well expofed in Brevint's 
"Saul and Samuel at Endor" 1674, chap. xiv. Todd, 

Ver. 482. ^nd that cryfialline fphere &c.] He fpeaks here 
according to the ancient aftronomy, adopted and improved by 
Ptolemy. They pafs the planets feven^ our planetary or folar 
fyAem, and beyond this pafs thejix^d^ the firmament or fphere of 
tli^ fix*d ilars, and beyond this that cryfialline fphere^ the cryftal- 
line Heaven, clear as cryftal, to which the Ptolemaicks attributed 
a fort of libration or (baking (the trepidation fo much talked of) 
to account for certain irregularities in the motion of the ft&rs. 
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The trepidation talk'd> and that firii moy'd ; 
And now Saint Peter at Heaven s wicket sieems 
To wait th«n with his keys^ and now at foot 488 
Of Heaven s afbent they lift their feet, when Id 
A violent crofs wind from either coast 
Blows them trai^^erfe^tenthoii&ndleaguesawry 



mill beyond this thaijlrjt nunfiy the primum mobile, the fpbere 
which was both the fiiil mored aocl the firft mover, communicat'" 
ing its motion to all the lower fpherts ; and beyood this was the 
empyrean Heaven, the feat of God and the Angels. Thi$ paf- 
fage may receive fome further light and iHuftratfon from another 
«f the fame nature in Taffo, where He defcribes the defcent of tlitf 
Arch- Angel Michael from Heaven, and mentions this cryftalline 
and all the other fpheres, but only inverting the order, as there 
the motion is downwards, and here it is upwards, Cant* ix. ft. 
60, 6U Fairfax's tranflatidn : 

" Pafla il fodo, e la luce, ^c. 

60. 
«< He pafs^d the ligjht, and fliining fife affignM 
<< The glorious feat of his feleded crew, 
'^ The mover firft, and circle cryftalline, 
** The firmament where fixed ftars all fhine. 

61. 
^* Unlike in working then in ihape and fhow^ 
** At his left hand, Saturh he left and Jove, 
•* And thofc untruly errant call'd, 1 trow, 
^* Since he errs not who them doth guide and move.*' 
And when our poet mentions St. Peter at HecmetCs vjicket with his 
key$^ he certainly intends (as Mr. Thyer obferves) to ridicule the 
Imd conceit of the Romanifts, that St. Peter and his fucceflbOrs 
are in a particular manner entrufted with the keys of Heaves. 
And he makes ufe of the low phrafe of Heaven's wicket^ the bet- 
ter to expofe the notions of thofe whom he places here in the Pa- 
radife of Fools. Newioi^. 

▼OL, II £. 
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Into the devioli^aiftlli^:^^ i' 

Oy^Ij^jhoodd;; ahdhabits^ iwdlh thtsir v^etums&ftmtt 
And flutter d into rags ; tli^ VehqiBCB/bAads^ 491' 
Indulgences, diip^nj^, ;pardDns'> bolls;' : >: ) 
The Iport ^f Mrinds : Ali thefe/iatrvirfahrrdadofi^ 
Fly o*er the backfidcf of the world far off ; . 
Into a Limbo large and broad, fince calFd 495 
The Faradife of Fools, to few unknown 
Long after, now unpeopled, and untrod. • 
All this dark globe the Fiend found as he pais*d. 
And long he wander d, till at lail: a gleam 
Of dawning light tum*d thither-ward in hafte om 
His traveU'd fteps : far diftant he defcries 

Ver. 489- Then might ye feej Then migh^ 

ytftt^ is no more than " Then voif^Xhe feeiC* It is very com- 
mon among poets to talk thus to their readers. See Viigily. Mn^ 
viii. &!6. PEiiRCE. } 

So Spenfer> Fdtr. Qu. iv. iV, 5»r " There might yt fie loofe 
deeds at random run;^ Bowls. 

Ver. 493. The fport of winds :] Virgil, JEn. m. 75. " Lik 
dibriavetUuJ* HixxE. 

Ver. 495. Into a Limbo Jtarge and "<&roa</,] The Lmbu$ 
patrumy as it is calledi is a |^ace that the Schoolmen f\ip^ofed to 
be in the neighboHrbood of Hell, where the foub of the patriarchs 
were detained, and thofe good men who died before our Saviour's 
refurfedion* . Our author gives the fame name to his Paradife 
of Fools, and more rationally places it beyond the buckfide of the 
vsqrld. Newton. 

Ver. 501. flic travelled j?€^ :] Hit tired fteps, from the 
Italian ttavagUafo. RiCBARDSOir. 

So, in his Tra&ate of Education^ l673, p. 113. " The inte- 
rim of unfwcating ihemfelves regularly, and convenient reft bc- 
iore meat, may, both with profit and delight, be taken up in rc«- 
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BOOK iir. PARADISE LGST. 9i 

Aicending by degrees niagiaaficent 
Up to the wall of Heaven a iiru6hiieliigh ; 
At top whereof^ but £ir more rich, appeared 
The work as of a kingly palace^ate, • fiw 
With frontifpiece of diamond and gold 
Embellilh'd ; ihidc with iparkling-orient gems 
Tlie portal Ihone^ inimitable on earth 
By model, or hy ihading pencil, dtawn^ 
Tlie flairs were ftch as whierebn Jacob ikw 5ia 

creating and compofing tb^r traoaitd fpirits with the folemn and 
difine harmonies of mufick beard or learnt/' And fee Haring- 
ton's Orl. Fur, B. viii. 70* " Gives to his traveVd bodie duo 
repofe/' Todd. 

Ver. 502. J/eending by degrees magmficeni 

Up to the wall qf Heaven ajh'u^re high ;] Heaven 
19 locally reprefented with fimilar brilliancy, in Milton*s earlier 
Poems. . See Mr. Warton's note, In Obit. Prtef. El. v. 62. Milton 
had perhaps been ftruck with the fplendid defcription of the new 
Jerufalem, in Tobii xiii. l6, ^ Jerufal^m (hall be built up with 
fi^ipkireSf and emeralds, and precious^tmes; ihywallSf and timers^ 
and battlements, witb pure gold.*' S^ alfo Rfv, xxi. 12. And 
compare B. ii. 1049« Todd* 

Ven 506, With frontifpiece] So Sylvcfter, Xpeaking of a . 
kifigjjf palace, Du Bart. l62l, p. 445. 

' " th' uniform, fair, ftxitely fronii/pieeeJ\ 

See alfo ibid, p. 876« Dunster, 

Ver. 507. ■ witkfparkling orient gems] So, in 

Petrarch'sTrtOfi/*. deUa Morte, cap. ii. ** Di gemme orientals 
incoronata;'* who alfo ufes the fame ezpreffion in a Sonnet. But 
Dr. Bentley would here fubftitute '* ardent" for " orient gems," 
when the latter word was common, even in our own language^ as 
denoting rieUy bright; and the whole phrafe exifting in the poetry 
of Milton*s favourite, Petrarch. See note on B. i. 546. To i>D. 

Ver. 5i0. Thejiairs] The degrees mentioned before, v. 502, 

B 2 
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19- PARADISE' LOST. book lu. 

Angels afcending and descending, bands 
Of guardians bright, when he from* Eiku fled 
To Eadan-Aram, in the fidd of Luz 
Dreaming by night under the open iky, 514' 
And walang cried, JTiis is the gate of Headend 
Each flair myfterioufly was meant, nor flood 
There alwiEiys,butdrawh up to Heaven fbmetimes' 
Viewlefs ; and underneath a bright fea flowd 
Of jafper,' or of liquid pearl, whereon 
Who after came from earth, failing arrived 520 
Wafted by Angels, or flew o'er the lake 
Rapt in a chariot drawn by fiery fleeds. 
The flairs were then let down, whether to dare 
The Fiend* by eafy afcent, or aggravate 



v^re/uch as whereon Jacob faw &€. ; a coiiip&rifon drawn frouv 
Gcnejis, xxviii. a 2, 13. Newton. 

Compare alfo Dante> Faradif. C. JExii. " Infin laffiila vide il-. 
patriarca Jacob &c." Todd* 

Ver. 513. To Padan^Aram, &c.] This paflage was wrong 
pointed in all the editions. For there fhould be no comma after 
lAtz-: The comma ihould be after Padan-Aram; and in the field 
of Luz fhould be joined to dredmmg in the next verfe. NBWtoji . 

Ver. 518. — ^ and underneath a bright fea/oa?'<f] The 

author himfelf explains this, in the argument of this book, to b« 
meant of the toater above the firmament. He mentions it again, 
B.vii. 619. HBTI.IK. 

Ver. 521. Wafted] As Lazarus was carried by Angels, Luk^ 
xvi. 22. Newton. 

. Ver, 522. Rapt m a chariot drax»n by fiery fieeJ$.] See 2 
King€y i . 11 ; and note on Paradife Regmned, B. ii. 1 6, aud on 
II Pen/. V. 40. Todd. 
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BOOK III. PARADISE LOST. ^3 

His iad exclufion from the doors. of blifs : 525 
DireA a^inft which open-d from beneath; » ' 
Juft oer the blifeful feat-of Paradiie^ 
'A paflage down to the Earthy a pafiige wide, 
Wider by far than that of after-times 
Over mount Sion, and, though that were large,, 
* Over the Promised Land to God fo dear ; ^31 
By which, to vifit oft thofe happy tribes, 
'On high behefts his Angels to and fro 

Pafs'd frequent, and his eye with choice i«gard 

'■* 

Ver. 555. • the doors] Rev, iv. 1, ** Aft^r 

this I looked, and, behold, a door was pppiied inlfcuw*** . 'S<H 
alfo Milton's poem, In Obitum Prafulis EL v. 62. 

" Donee nitentjes ad ybre^ .- - 

" Ventum eft O/ympi." Todd.. 

Ver. 528. Afqffkge dawn to the EaHk;\ Gtt^Mlre <Ap(#U9- 
. Di«9 Rhodius, lib. iii. l60. 

— ^ it^ Jt uMrmt^mrn hi' AnB-m • '^ 

Ovfttf(n, ». r. A. ... 

And fee alfo t. 549. « SriLLiKotLE£T, 

Ver. 533. On 'hi§h be^efis'his Angels to and fro 

Pafs*d frequent f] So Spenfer,* -Faer, QuJ i. x. 56. 
*' As he thereon ftood gazing; he migl^t ^e . . ,^ 
" The blefle^^ngels to and fro defcend ' . r 
'* From higheft Heaven &c." STitLiNdfLEET^ 

Ver. 554. -^ and hU eye with choice regard^ Dr. 

Pearce thinks that, alter regard^ a verfe feems to be. wantipg to 
defcribe what his eye did with choice regard : But it may be 
underftood thus ; his eye pafid frequent^ as well as his Angds to 
and fro on high behefts or commands, and furveyed fi*(m 
Paneas, at city at the foot of a mountain of the fame name, part 
of mpum LilM^ous.. where .th^> Diver Jof dad ik^s.its^four^ to 
Bc'crjaba or Bcerflieba, that is, the whoU. extent of^the PiiiHEi^<l 
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S4 JfARAPISE LOST. book iir. 

From TAntas, the fount of Jordaii*s flood, 535 
To Beeriab^i where the. Holy Land 
Borders oi;i Egypt and , the Arabian .fljore; . 
So; ^ide the opi^ning feem*d, vhere bounds were 

,To.42irknel«, luch as bound the oce^n wav^ 
iSatan frpm hqnce, now ^n. the lower iteir, 540 
That/cal'd. by fteps of ;gqfid tq H^veji-g^te, 
Looks doWa with wonder ?*, the fiid4en,yiew 
,Of all this world at once. As when a jfcout^ 
Through dark and delart ways with peril gone 
AU night, at laft by break of cheerful dawn 545 
•Obtains the brow of fome high-climbing hill, 

Land from Paneas in the north to Becrfaba in the fouthp where 
tlie Holy liind is bounded by Egypt and Arabia. The limits of 
"the Holy L|ffMl4ire tJins exprefled .m^^hciipkwp^^ from. Dan- tren 
unto Beerjheba^ Dan at the northern and Biserftiebi at tkt foutbern 
extremity; and the q(y tb^t wa,^ callAd Da» was afterwards 
named Paneof. Newton, w «, 

If we here adopt MUt6n> owi\ expfreflr^OQf . .^pplMr.to the 
archangel Vrielj ver. 660^ " as his eye ;" .or th^ cxpreflipn, ap- 
plied to the angel^ in general, ver. 650, ** are his eyes ;*' perhaps 
it will not beliefs intelligible to reaid and point this pafl\ige thus : 
" On high bAeft Shis Angels to and fro ., , 

^* Pafs'd frequent,^ as his. eyes, with &c*^\ ITodd. , ^ 

, Ver, 538. — ^ — r-n -^— where bounds were jit 

To darknefs,} JobxxviiiJ 3. ** He lettcth an end 
to darkn.efs./* Gillies. 

4 . Yen 5^t , -— qf/ome bigJi'cJimhing |^i//|]. The 

Attribute of tfa^ agent given to the.£ybjed tipon w^ich it /operates. 
.. / Lord Kaiiies. 

C^titpare a fiihilar mod« t^ exprdBon in Drkytoli'S' Bunms 
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MOOKJU. PARADISE XX)ST. 55 

Which to hjB eye difcovejrs unaware 
The goodly proiped of feme foreign land 
Firft feen, or fbme renown d metropolis 
.With gUfiering fpires and piimacles adom'd, ^$6 
Which now the rifing iun gilds with bia heams : 
Such wonder feift'd, though after Heaven ^h. 
The Spirit malign, but much more envy feis*d, 
^t fight of all this world beheld fo fair. 
Koimd h$ furveys (and well .might, where he 

flood • 5S5 

}5o high above thie circling canopy 

Of ni^fs extended ihade,) from eaflem point 

Of libra to the fleiecy flar that bears 

Andromeda far off Attantick feas 

Beyond the hpwQn ; ibm from pole to polc^fio 

He views in breadth; and without longer paule 

Down right into the World*? fixft re<^on throw* 

'* Upon the Eaft', from .bufliie NeedwQod's fide, 
" There rifeth vp an eqfi^-cUnUnng hill." T^ds* 

Ver. 555. Ramd he yVrWf ^^•] ^e furveys the whple 
creation from eall to weft, and from ^orth to fouth. But poetry 
delights to fay the raoft cpmmop things in an t^common manner. 
It is fine, as it is natural, to reprefent Satan taking a view of the 
wttrld, Bfeifbre he thrcit 'bimftlf fnto ttr NE WT o y.- * 

VeV, 556. ^-A t^e circling canopy , , 

CynighW extended (hade,)] " The n^A/ began 
to caft her dark eckaj^ bver them/" Sidney's Arcadia^ IStR edit, 
p. 443. Todd. . ' 

Ver. 562. Datxm right into the worlds &c.]. Satan, after 
navirig furyeyed' Ae whole' creation, immediately 'ju»M^^ /ovg^r 
ptf«A throws himfelif into it, and is derc'nbed ^s making two dif- 
ferent ' WOtions." At firft he dVop's dowri pcrpendic^ilarly fome 
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56 paradise: LOST. BOOHcnt. 

His flight precipitant, and winds with edfe 
Through the pure marble air his oblique way * 
Amongft innumerable Aars^ that ihone 5» 
Stars diflant, but juigb hand ieem'd other worlds; 
Or. other worlds 'they feem'd, . or happy illes,- 
JUke thoie Heiperian gardens fam'd of ^Id, . 

way into it, down right into the world's Jirjt. region t^rom ^ 
JUght preeipifantf ati'd after^ard$ tvinds his obHyue ^i'oy^, ^arns ind 
Wds this WAy dud thtt, if h6^ might any where ef^ the ^ibatiof 
lyian; for thoogli in v. 527« it is faid that the phffeigff^wBsju/t 
over Paradife, yet it is evident that Satan did not knowjt, aiid 
therefore, as it was natural for him to do, ^itids abdut m featch 
pfh through the pure marble air. Niwtok# 

Ver. 564. Thr<tugh the* pjire marW^' o/rj The firft^.e|)i^et 
pure determines the fenfeof the fecond, and (hews- why the ^r is 
compared' to marble ; namely, for its clcarnefs and whitenefs, 
Mriihout apy regard to its'hardnefs : 'And A'e^^rd fMrnior^ iniip* 
U^ is derived iypm a^ Qveek wor4i Hpj'HiP*** tja^iSigp^^^JSne 
And gHfUr, See alfo SUakfpeai:et Othdlo^ A. iii. S. iii. ^' Nom, 
by yon mjrWe heaven/' Newtok. / ' ' 

So Dmmnipnd, FpcmSf 1616, Part the fi^:ft,, " Heaven Jooks 
like fmootheft mar6&." Sandys, in his Paraphrqjfe on tUPJalms^ 
has the following compound^ " the marble-arched ikie." But 
cointiare Sophocles, y^n^igoTi^, V. 618, ' ■ "^^ 

•' " ' - •'' ~"'- 'b^ifj^ii 1:; .: ' ; • . n.wr. ..-. 

Ibid. ./f iw /i — yri^(iir aWiqu^i»fly"l ' ?^rhaps wyj^ 

the accent on the tjrfl fy liable of ohliqw^ as it frequently is in 
praytoi). . Thus in Po^o&f on, Song xvf. 
. "if hep in his ^/i^ue coyrfe tlie^Jjifty jlraffli^^Tlreet/' Topi), 

Ver. b65. — ^ ^ — thatjhone .' . ; ^ 

^ ^ , 3ifflW t'i/Zdnf J fhey appeared, ^y their /hinjng, 
to be ftars. li is a. Greek expreffiqn,^ as . Plato, in an epicram oa 
his friend Stplla^ prcferye4 'by.Diogene?i Laertius ; " YouKhone, 
whilA ifving, a inoming ftar ; bu^, dfifiid^ ^*pi\ now |bine i}^i^.ct;v>9 
among the ihades.^' IIichai^dsok, 
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Fortiumte fields! aoid gvcfwa, knd Aovfetf vftledy 
Thrice happy ifles; but who dwelthappy 1ftifcre57o 
He flaid aiot^ to inquire: Above them all - 
The goMed imi, in fplendour likeft Heaven, 
Allurd his ^ye ; thither his cmirle he befids- 
Through the bLbnfirmaknent, (but up or dbwii. 
By center, x)r occAntrick/ hard to tell, '575 
Or longitude^) itehepe'the great luminary ' - 
Aloof the ' vulgar conjfteilations thick, ' 

That from Ms lotdly eye keep diilance dtip, 
Dilpenfes tight froin far; theyy^as. they more 

Their iftifry -dame in numbera^tiiat'dotnput^ sscl 

• , ^ ■ . . , ' ' . ,,,,.'» 

Ver. 569» . I<fHMnhUjeUSf'a9d^r(n>es^kcJ} Thi$ partitmlar 
defcxi^ptiQii of the HefperiaQ gardens is from the £2yfiaQ fields of 
Virgil : ' ' ' 

^^ locos laetosy et amqpna vireta 
*' Fortunatorum nemorum, fedefque beatas/' Dunstsr. 

, Ver. 574. V ■ ■' ." ". ■■ iifui tip or down, 

^Or longitude^i] Tbefe words, (as Dr. Feoroe ob- 
ferves) fliould be included in a parenthefis^/uid then the conftnio^ 
tion of the reft will be plain and.eafy. .Satan had now paiTed the 
fixed ftarsi and wa^ (iir^6ting bis courfe. towards the fun^ but it 
is bard to t'cft (fa^s'the poet) whether Kis courfe waa up or dovm^ 
that is north or fauth, for fo up and dawn fignifies in B. i^. 78, 
and B, x. 675'; the north being uppermoft in our globes ;.Pr 
whether it was Ci^er or eccentrick, towards ' the center, or from 
the center ,'^it not being determined whether the fun is the center 
Qf^hftiiwotld [^Qrnotj-vorwhetber it- w«r - by hmgi tude, thaf is, 
im kngtheiUi^oiuvBa^iaii appears from B.iv. SSg, iiud B. Wi. 373*. 

. _j • '• . . . , i' ,j . , • • ■ -^ J.; 

* Vci*. 5S0. /» «iim6^0 Th*t is, ip nieafures, Richakdsojt^ 

Thefe numbers m^n *' ineafures.):eg|ala(ed by numbei^/' by th!$ 
mufick attribntod to the fpheres or planetary fyftcm- Dv^^ster, 
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Day*, movtb^, andycars, towards luftall*K:heering 
( - :la!inp 

Turn Iwift their various motions; <>r.are tum'd 
By^^B:,iA^0[ietick.h6sim, that ^hdy' warms / 
TEll^-iaiiverlc, and. to each iftward part 
WitI}. gentle peneibrattoQ, though unieen> • ids 
Shoots ittvi^hlie Jvirttiq fevcn. to ^jbe^jdeep ; 
So wonii/^rpufl; WW &t : his iifatioin ihright 
There lands the Fiendiai^ot like whidi perhaps 
AAronomer in the funs kicent brh' 
ThrQi:^h his gla^'d c^ptick tube yet neveriaw. 590 
The place he fofioid beyondie^qn^ffipn bright^ 
Compar d with aught on earth, metal or ftone; 
Not all parts, like, biM: all alike informed 
With radiant light, as glowing iron with fire; 

Ver. 585 . . ' ' j p . , though unfeen. 

Shoots invifible virtue even to the deep ;] The words 
though un/een relate to yiiefNif iwi, a n tf ' UecpSbtrPi the e))itbet to 
virtuej which js Eeidiftin^. thing from the fmetratian before- 
nfenlioiiod, And which might h«ive been vifible, though the other 
was not fo» Pearcb. 

Vcr. ^90. Through hU glai^d aptick tube) 'jU fpots la the 
fun ar^ vifihle with a tele/cope; But aftrpnonicr pfepaps never 
favi', through his gWc? pptkktube^ fuch ajfjpji^^as Satai^nyw |ie 
Was Iti the fun^s orb, * The poet memjona t.lijs ^lafs.the oaeneo 
in honour of GaliTeoj ivHora ha means here j[)j( the^roaowier, 

. Yen 592. ■ .N M^ , , , .„ <f „ II ; irieta)roi;jbBe:;] ' Id the fi#ft 
editioi\^ i^ is meid' ox fi^ti^^r uA Mr.,Aicha«dfon>jufti6es st^ m 
the. repetition of the fame word immediately after is avoided : 
but fpr that very reafon it appears that this is ai| errour of ,^he 
pr^fs, and that it' ought to be read metal or ilone, as both VHft^l 
mild jtone are repeated dfterwafcfs" ^NBwVfa>, ' . ' '' ' '/ 
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If nieUdj.ptefcieem'd gold, part filver clear j 595 
If f^ne^ carbuncle tnoft or chryfolite. 
Ruby ortopazt to the twelve th^t fhone 
In Aaron » breaftrplate, and a ftone beiides 
Imagin d mther oft than elfewhere feen, 
That ftone, or like to that which here below 600 
Philofophers in vain fo long have fought. 
In vain, though by their powerful art they bind 
Volatile Hermes, and call up unbound 
In various ihapes old Proteus from the fea, 

Ver. 596. If^oney carbuncle mqfi or chryfolitej See Greene's 
Neuer too late, I616, part 2dy which opens thus: " No fooner 
did Pkabus burnifh the heauen with his brightness and, deckt in 
a glorious diademe of chnfolites\ had mounted hi ni on his coach, 
Ac." And Shakfpeare defcribes the car qf Phabus as compofed 
of carbunckiy in Ant, and Cleopafraf and in Cymbeline. Todd. 

Ver. 597- to the twelve that Jhme] Ruby or 

-topaz, to the txoelve, that is, and aU the rejt, reckoning to the 
•twehtf that (hone in Aaroa's breail-plate. The poet had particu- 
larly mciitif ned feme of the' ftones, and now he ihclodcs ail the 
reft to ihe numberiwetve. Sach a conctie manner of fpeaking is 
not unufual with our author. Fenton reads, 

^S Ruby or topar, or tke twelve that (hone;"* 
'wlnch ^ixiiiotite faid after fotm of -the fweWc have been already 
mentioned. Newtok. 

Ver. 603. ■ ■■' '■ ^ ' ■■ — unbound] Unboimd is ah allufion to 
Virgil, Owr^. iv.444. 

" Ver(im, ubi nulla fugam repcrit pellacia, vidlus 
* In fefe redit, &C.'* Stillingfleet. 

^ Ver. SOK In various Jhapes &c.] P/oteus, after he had turned 
himfelf into various amazing mutations, was fabled by the poets 
to return at lad to bis proper ffiape, and to anfwcr truly all quefr 
tions put to Mm: Therefore Milton tells us, that the chemiAs 
drain their various iaaaqr» tk^y #9rfe upon, through jail i^ mu- 
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6b PARADISK LOST. BboKn!. 

Drained through a limbeck to his natitfe foitn. 605 
What wonder then if fields and wgroKfs here 
Breathe forth Elixir pure, and rivers run , 
Potable gold, when with one virtuoiis touch 
The ardi-chemick fun^ fo far from tisi remote,* 
Piroduces, with terreftrial humour mix'd, 610 
Here in the dark fo many precious things 
Of colour glorious, and effeSi fo rare? 
Here matter new to gaze the Devil met 
Undazzled; far and wide his eye commands; 
For fight no obftacle found here, nor fiiade, 615 
But all fun-lhine, as when his beams at noon 

tations, till, purfued through all Us latent labyrinths, it aflume, 
Proteus-like, its firft fhape, and anfwer their cxpcdations: A 
fimile well-fuited to their uncertain fearch. Hume. 

I Ver. 605. •: r— his native form,] Some edi- 
tions incorredly read " his naked form." Top p. 

Ver. 6q6* regumsbett] Mihon fm- 

quently nfe^. iJie wi^rd here, not meaning thereby ^placeprafent 
to bim wben he is fpeaking». but th9t% ptoce only whiok-ilie is thai 
fpeakiog of. Pea&cs. 

Ver. 6o4. T^c arch-cbertirck /im,] The thought of making 
the ftui the cbief cheraift, feems to be taken frani(Skabfpea«a^ 
King John: \ .. .* ir. 

** To.fj^lemnife ^his day, tb^ glorioua7<(B .. j 
** Stays in his courfe, and plays th|»«j(cAem^; 
" Turning, with.fplendour of his precious eye, 
"The meager cloddy earth to glittering gold." N[£WT0N, 

Andrew Marvell, in his. poem, EjfcB and Ttany feems to have 
borrowed from his friend Milton; 

" So the all-feeing^, each day, 

" Diftils the world mili chtmick ray." ToJ>i>» ,. ...» 

Ver. 6lb\ ■■■ astP*g>»to6nwufll«HWi 
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Colminateftom the equator, astjieynow 
Shot upward UiU cUred, whence no way round . 
Shadow from body opaque can faH; and the air> 
Nq where fo <:lear,.lharpen d his vifual ray (Sao 
To objed:3'diii:ant fer, whereby he foon . 
Saw withia km a glorious Angel Hand, 
The fame whom Jo^n &w alio in the fiin: . 
EQs back was tum!d> but not his brightneis hid; 
Of beaming funny ntys a golden tiar ^ 

Circled his head> nor lefs his locks behind 
Illuflrious on his Ihoulders fledge with wings 
Lay waving round; on fome great charge em- 
ployed 
He leem*d, or fix d in cogitation deep. 
Glad was the Spirit impure^ as now in hope 6so 

CvhnincUefrom the equator j as they nono 
^hot uywardJHU direSi^] The firft as i% ufed by. 
way of flmilitude, in the fenfe of like as; There was no (had«w 
bat all fan- (hi tie, like as tchen his beams at noon culminate fr^ th^ 
equator, that is, are vertical and (hoot diredly from the equator, 
which is the reafon why thofe who live under ihe equator, under 
the line, are called Afcii, and at noon caft no fhadows. Tfaa 
other as is ufed by way of reafon, in the fenfe offorafmuch as; 
There was no ihadow but all fun-lhine, forafmuch as his beams 
Jkot now dUeQly upxbard. Newtok, 

Ver. 62s. Sam within ken] The fame expreffion is in his. 
Profe- Works, as Mr. 3owle has obferved, Eikon. p. 411. ** H« 
pretends to forefee xt^ithin ken'* So, in Greene's Neuer too iate, 
part the firll, ]6l6. 

** I might ye« tn my ken 

** Such a flame as fiereth men." Todd. 

Vcr. 63a. Thefame whom John fawal/i^&c] Rev, xix. 17. 

'* And I faw an Angel ftanding^in the fun." .Newton. 
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To find who might 'dire<9? his wandering flight ' 
To Ptradife, the happy feat of Man, 
His journey's end and our beginfaflig woe. 
But firft he cafls to chafige his proper ihape. 
Which elfe might work him danger or defey: §35 
And now a ftripling Gherub he appears> 
Not of thfe prime, yet fuch as in his factt 
Youth fmird celeitial, and to every limb 
Suitable grace diffused, fo well he feign'd: 
Undeip a coronet his flowing^ hair 64o 

Vcr, 6$^ '■■ " ■ ■ Ae cafts] He confidersy cwMoes: a me* 

taphor taken, not from the founder's art, as Dr. Warburton 
fuppofed; or from caJHng the eye about every way, as Mr. Rich- 
ardfon aflerts; but rather from aflrology, according to Mr. War- 
ton; as, *' to 0^ a nativity." See alfo Par, Lq^^ B. xii. 43: 
And Cwnui^ ver. $69. Todd. 

Ver. 636. ' — afrripUttg Cherub'] DoStor Newton is 

certainly miilaken in fuppofing that the poet means a Cherub 
*• not of the prime order or dignity." He is defcribing a Cfaeruh- 
in the figure, and with the beauty, of a ftripling. Prime is op* 
pofed to ftripling. T. Warto». 

Dr. Newton has noticed Spenfer's defcription of the young 
Angel, in the FatHe Queene, ii. viii* 5, and Taffo's reprefentatibn 
of Gabriel as a ftripling, when he is fent to roufe the Chriftian 
army, Gier. Lib. C, i. ft. 13. But Milton, if he had any pre- 
ceding writer in view, remembered perhaps the defcent, and * 
magnificent defcription, of the heavenly Angel, in the fecond 
book of Marino's Strage de gli Tnnocenti, ft. 9^, and 97. Todd. 

Ver. 639. fo well he feign'd:'] Here 

feems to be an allufion to Spenfer, Faer. Qu. i. viii. 1. 
" By which Deceit doth maik in vifor fair, 
** And caft her colours died deep in grain, 
** To feem like Truth, whofe fliape ftie toell can feign, 
Mr. Dunfter alfo notices this imitation/ and adds tbat^ if we 
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In cads on either cheek plajM; Tilings hewore 
Of many s^xoloQFd plunie^' ilpiiQkted with gold; 
His habit fit for ^eed fuccind^ aikl.held 
Before hi& decdtit fteps a filTcr wand. . 
He drevrnot nigh unheard; the Angel i»:^t» 645 
Ere hedtew* nigh, his nMUant viiage tum'd, 
Admoniih'd hy his ear, and liraight was knpwn 
The Arch-Angel Uriel, one of the feven 
Who in God's prefence, near^ft to his thiune, 

attend to the defcription of Satan« B. i. 591, 601« B. iv. SS9» 
we fhall be more ilruck with the very oppofite form and chara^t 
which for his immediate pufpofe he here aflumes. Todd* 

Ver. 643. His h&bh^t for fpeed fuccind,} If Milton meant 
that Satan had clothes on as well as wings, it is contrary to his 
ufual manner of reprtfentiDg the Angeh; but Iratber undadbiiid. 
it, that the. wings Jie wore were hisbabit, and they were cei^aioly 
-a hahitjit for /peed /ucdnd: But JuccinB I underftand, with Dr. 
I'earce^ not in its firft and literal fenfe, girded or tucked up; but 
in tbe nctapKorical fenie, readff^n&prepgnd: Ai Fabius, in Ihfi. 
Omt. ii. 2, fays; ♦* Proni^ykcctiMS^ue &c/' Newton. 

But this cxprellion, Zi Mr. Bowie alfo obfeirves^ is applied to 
the habit of the Angel by Marino, in the paflage to which t have 
juft referred: 

'* Fendefi in due la lieve falda, e quefla 

" Sucdntar 
Mr. Bowie adds from*Ariofto, Orl. Fur. C. xvii. ft. 52, " In abito 
fuccmto era Marfifa, SfC.** And from Horace, in the raetapho«* 
Boal feafe, Serm* 11. vi. 107, V .S«Dctm9itf cuHitathofpes." Todd. 

Ver. 644. Bis decent J?ep«] The word decent, in its com- 
mon acceptation in our language, will, I think, fcarcely come* 
vp to what bur poet is here defcribing; and therefore we ought, in 
jttftiCe to him, to recur to its Latin original. Hor. Od. III. xy vii. 35. 

** Antequam turpis macies dtcentes 

« Occupet malas.'^ Tht»». 
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Stand ready at coinmknd^ and areihis eyes 6ao 
That run through all the Heavens^ or down to 

the Earth 
Bear his fwift errands over moiiR; and dry, 
0*er iiea and knd: him Satan thus accofts. 

llriel> for thou of thofe feven Spirits that fiand 
In fight of Gods high throne^ glorioufly bright. 
The firft art wont his great authentick will 6s6 
Interpreter through higheil: Heaven to bring. 
Where all his fons thy embafly attend; 
And here art likeliefl by fiipreme decree 
Like honour to obtain, and as his eye 660 

To vifit oft this new creation round; 
Unipeakable defire to fee, and know 
All thefe his wonderous works, but chiefly Man, 
His chief delight and favour, him for whom 

Ver. 650. mul are kis eyes] An expreffion 

borrowed from Zechariak^ iv. 10. " Thofe feven, they are ih« 
eyes of the Lord, which run to add fro the whole eartli." Th« 
Jews therefore believed there were fecen principal Angels, who 
were the captains and leaders, as it were, of the heavenly hoft. 
See ToAfV, xii. 15^ Rev, i. 4, v. 6, and viii. 2. NeWtoh^ 

Ver. 652. ever nunfi and rfry,] From Homer, 

Iliad itiv. 308. 

— •? /»' Jrtfrif iwi Tfttftfkf n xm v^. StillinOFL£ET. 

Ver. 6M« Urielf'] His name is derived from two Hebrew 
words, which iignify God is my Ugkt. He is mentioned as & 
good Angel in the fecond book of Efdras; and the Jews, and 
fome Chridians, conceive him to be an Angd of light according 
to his name : And therefore he has, properly, his (lation in the 
fijn. Newtok. 

Ver. 664. jEf*Vcil/e/' delight arA favour,] By delight is plainly 
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All thefe his wosb fb wondmm3 he ordain d, ^ 

Hath brought me from the quires of Cherubim 

Alone thus wandermg. Brighteft Qaapt^ tell 

In whidi of all thefe Ihinmg orbs hath Man 

His fixed ieat, or fixed feat hath none^ 

But all thefi^ fhining orbs his choice to dw^eU; efo 

That I maj find him^ and with fecret gaze 

Or open admiration him behold. 

On whom the great Creator hath bcftow'd 

Worlds, and on whom hathalltheie graces pour d; 

That both in him and all things, as is meet, G75 

The univerfal Maker we may praife; 

Who juiUy hath driven out his rebel foes' 

To deepefi; Hell, and, to repair that lofi^ 

Created this new happy race of Men 

To ferve him better: Wiiie ai<e all his ways, ow 

So i^ake the falie diflcmbler unperceiVd; 
For neither Man nor Angd can diicem 

meant, as Df. Vtatct abferves, not his delight itfelf, but tU 
obftA of his delight; and, by /(ecoar^ the objed of his favour. 
It is only afiug the abftrad for (he coocrete, as Mr. Upton adds. 
Thus Virgil, JEn. v. 54U 

*^ the boni:^ Eurytio praelato invidit honori^^ 

koMori is the honourable perfoo, frakito which was prefefnd b#^ 
fore him. Nbwtok • 

Ver. 67fi. to reptmr that /cj/iJ TidWl raadt 

^ to repair their \oh^ which Fenton and Bentlty havtt fii»lbwaA 
without any reafon. Todd. 

Ver. 6S2. For ndther MtMf nor dng^l c«ii difcem 

Bypooify^ This paflfage hat b«ea well imitated 
by Lillo, in his CkriJHan HerOf A. ii. S. i« 
\'0L. nu F 
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Hypocriiy, the only evil that walks 
Invifible, except to God alone, 684 

By hispermiflive will, thronghHeavcn and Earth: 
And oft, though wifdom wake, fufpidon ileeps 
At wifdom's gate, and to fimplicity 
Refigns her charge, while goodnels thinks no ill 
Where no ill feems: Which nowfor once beguil'd 
Uriel, though regent of the iun, and held 6gQ 
The Iharpeft-fighted Spirit of all in Heaven; ' 
Who to the fraudulent impoflor foul, 

" Hypocrifj/f that with nn angel's likenefs 
** May well deceive the wifdom of an angd^ 
'* Shall reinftate me in his generous heart." Todd. 

Ver. 6S3. . Hypocrifyy &c.] What is faid here of hypocrify 
is cenfured as a digreiHcrn, hot it feems no more than is abfolutely 
neceflary; for otherwife it m%ht be thought very firange, that 
the evil Spirit fliould pafs undifcovered by the Arch-^Angel Uriel, 
the regent of the fun, and the fharpeil-fighted Spirit in Heaven: 
and therefore the Poet endeavours to account for it by faying^ 
that h^-pocrify cannot be difcemed by Man or Angel, it it in- 
vifible to all but God, SfC. But yet the evil Spirit did not pafs 
wholly undifcovered ; for, though Uriel wa» not aware of bim 
now, yet he found reafon to fufped him afterwards from "his 
furious geilures on the mount. Newton. 

The poet's recolledion of his having been deluded by the 
matchlefs hypocrify of Cromwell, might have infpired him with 
this admirable apology for Uriel. Haylet. 

Ver. 686. And oft^ though wifdom wake, &c.] He muft be 
very critically fplenetick indeed, who will not pardon this little 
digreflional obfenration. There is not in my opinion a nobler 
fentiment, or one more poetically exprefled, in the whole poem. 
What great art has the poet (hown in taking off the drynefs of % 
mere moral feqtence, by throwing it into the form of a fliort and 
beautiful allegory I T^TBR• 
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In his uprightneis^ anlwer thus retum'd. 

Fair Angel, thy defire, which tends to know 
The works of God, thereby to glorify 695 
The great Work-mafter, leads to no excels 
That reaches blame, but rather merits praiic 
The more it ieems exce&, that led thee hithef 
From thy empyreal manfion thus. alone. 
To witnels with thine eyes what fome perhaps^ 
Contented with report, hear only in Heaven: 701 
For wonderful indeed are all his works, 
Fleafant to knqw, and worthieft to be all 
Had in remembrance plways with delight; 
But what created mind can comprehend 701 
Their number, or the wifdom infinite 
Tbdit brought them forth, but hid their cauies 

deep? 
I law when at his word the formleis mais, 



Ver. 693. In his uprightnefs, &c.3 So, in /oft xxxiii. 3. 
'* My toords ihall be of the ttprtgktneft of my heart.'' Todd* 

Ver. 703. Fleafant to know^ and worthieft to be all 

Had in remembrance always with delight ;] This 
is one of thofe places, where a negligence in metre is not only 
excufable in taking away monotony, but carries with it a dignity 
which no fmoothnefs of verfe could give it; the words being almoil 
m^ the f«me order as in Scripture. Stillingvleet. , 

Ver. 704, Had in remembrance] Pfalm cxi. 4. In the oldf 
verfion : ** He hath fo done bis marvellous works, that they ought 
to be had in remembrance^* Greenwood. 

Y^'** 709. I/aw &c»] Perhaps th^ poet here alludes to the 
foug of Qrpl^eus. in AfioJJL Ilhod« 4rgQn^ i« 496y &c. and in 

f2 
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This world's material mould, came to a heap r 
Confuiion heard his Toice, and wild uproar 710 
Stood rul'd, flood vafl infinitude confin'd; 
Till at his fecond bidding Darkneis fled. 
Light ihone> and order from diforder lining t 
Swift to their feveral qoartera hailed then 
The cumbrous elements, earth, flood, air, fire; 
And this ethereal quinteflente of Heaven 716 

verj 716 to the dodrine of Plato, who gave to each planet a pre- 
fiding fpirit. Stillinofleet. 

Ver. 712. Darkncfs] Darknefi is here 

a peribn, ta iti V Allegro, v. S. Perhaps he remembered this 
parfbnification in Uefiod. HDwever> f4e Mr, Warton's a#Ct, 

VJlkg.y.^S* ToDP. 

Ver, 713. ■ ■ ■ ' and order from dif order fpnmg:^ S^ 
Plato in TimcsOf £is r«(^ mTrt iymytf U tSc itrmifmi, which TuUjr 
renders in Latin thus, " Id ex inordinato in ordinem adduxit." 
Cic. deUniv. So alfe Philo the Jew after his aialier Pfatof 

i^«r«^ li would be Bo ftnail pleafiure lo tte curious reader to 
compare UrieFs acoonat of the creation, with that in PlatQ*e 
Timaeus. This inftance plainly (hews that Milton had that In 
his eye, Thyee. 

Ven 715* The .cumbrous </«mat^,] Even earth and fire a^e 
fO| in comparifon of the ethereal quintcffencey celeftial £re, or 
pure fpirit. RicnAftDsov. 

yer.7l& ilail Ihii KAerea/fiiMft^c^^rewrM] Thelbv# 
elements hafled to their quarters, but this fifth eiTence flew up- 
ward. It (hould be thi^^ as it is in Milton's own editions: an4 
not the ethereal quhUeJfcnce^ as it is in Bentley\ Fenton's> and 
forae other editions. For the Angel who fpeaks is in the fun« 
and therefore fays ikkf as the Ain was a part of this ethereal 
qainteflence. And this notion ottf author borrowed from AriOotlei 
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fh^w upward^ ipiritod with vaiioue fyrnv^ 
That roird orbicular, and tum*d to liars 
Numberlefs, as thou feeft, aod how: they move; 
Each had his place appoihted^ each his courie ; 
The reft in circuit walls this univerfe. 721 

Look downward on that^obe, whofe hitherfide 
With light from henc^ though but refleded, 

flnnes; 
That plade is Earth, the feat of Man; that light 
His day; which elfe, as the other hemiiphere, ras 
N^ht would invade; but there the neighbouring 

moon 
(So call that oppofite fair liar) her aid 
Timely interpoies, and her monthly round 
Still endingp ftill renewingi through mid Heaven, 
Withborrow*d lighthor countenance triform f» 

and others of the ancient philofophen^ who fuppoftd that, be* 
fides the four elemeotSy there was likewife an ethersal qaintef- 
fence or fifth eifence, out of which the ftars and Hearens were 
formed, and its motion was orbkolar : Ii»« J) wmfk wm rirrmf^ 
€*tXI^» "^ '^^^ v//BMrr«», «{ a rk mftfim nvici«»#«* iUA^^ / «»ra 
Tw tumrm t»m^ nrnk t^umf y«f : which are the very words of 
Diogenes Laertius in his life of Ariftotle. Nbwton. 

Yer. 719- ^wnkr/f/sj Thefe flars are mmriterkjk at thm 
fa^ (fays the Angel) md ieeft kola tkey move ; and the reft of 
this fifth eflence» that is not formed into iiar<» farroonds and like 
a wall encloCes the univtrfe. Lucret. v. 470. 

" £t lat^ diffufus in omnes uadique partes 

** Omnia 'fie avido complexu cselera fepfit/* Nswtov. 

Ver. 72 U walls tkU miver/e.'] Compare Lu- 

cretiusy lib. v. 4t^$, 

■ ■ ■■ *^ et magoi moeaia mundi/' CALLiiVDxa* 

Ven 780. ' her countenance triform] Eocreafi^g 
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Hence fills and empties to enlighten the -Ealtlv 
And in her pale dominion checks the night«« 
That Ipot, to which I point, is Paradife, 
Adam 6 abode; thofe lofty ihades, his bower, 734 
Thy way thou canft not mife, me mine reqniresl 
Thus (aid, he tum'd ; and Satan, bowing low. 
As to luperiour Spirits is wont in Heaven, 
Where honour due and reverence none negleds. 
Took leave,and toward the'coaftof earth benedth, 
Downfrom the ecliptick, fped with hop*d fuiccefi. 
Throws his fteepflightin many anaery wheel; 741 

vfhh horns towards the eaft, decr^afiDg with hprns towards the 
weft, and at the full. NewtoN/ 

" Diva ^ri/prmw/' Ho r. Od, iii. 22. 4. STiLLiNorLEET« 

Vfer. 741. in many an any wheel ;'\ This 

fportivfi motion is attributed to Satan for joy that he was now ft> 
near his journey's end : and it is very properly taken notice of 
here, as it is faid to have been obferved by the Angel Uriel* afteiv 
wards, B. iv. 56?', 

«' <« I df fcrib'd his way 

'VBent on all fpeed, and inark'd his wry gait**' Newtok, 

I do hot think, that Milton intended to defcribe any fportive 
motion of Satan's, but only the fpeedinefs of his flight. It^ is a 
manner of expreffion familiar to the Italians, and, no doubt, he - 
borrowed it from them. To give one inftance out of many: 
Ariofto, defcribing the magician Atlante upon his hippogrif de- 
fcending in great bade to feize Bradamante, who was fallen on 
the ground, ufcs thefe terms, OrL Ftir, C. jr. ft. 24f 

** Accelerando il volator Ic penne 

" Con larghe ruote in terra a por fl veone.*' THYEk. 

I agree with Mr. Thyer, that Satan's motion in many an aery 
wheel is intended to denote the agility of his flighty rather than the 
cffe^a of his joy. So Mercury defcends^ in the Comedy of Linguq, 
)607« A. if S. ultt 
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Nor fiaid, till on Niphates' top he lights* 

** Firft I bebeld bini honerwg m (he aire, 

** And then dawnjouping^ in an hundred gires.** Todd, 

Vcr, 742. ' On Niphates' top ke lights,'] Th* 

poet lands Satan on this mountain, fays Hume, becaufe it bor- 
ders on Mefopotamia, in which the moft judicious defcribers of 
Paradife place it* When Mercury, in the Mneid, is fent by 
Jupiter to .fineas at Carthage, he firft alights on Mount Atlas, 
whence he takes his (light precipitant to the fea-^oafl, JEn. ir. 
35f ^ &c. So Gabriel, in Taflb, firft alights on Mount libanus, 
and thence precipitates his flight to the lower countryi 6tcr. Ub. 
C. u 14, 15. DvirtTaB. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Sat an i now inprofpeQ ofEden, and nigh the place 
where he mvyi now attempt the hold enterprife which 
he undertook alone againji God and Man, falls 
into many doubts with himfelf, and many paj^ons, 
fear, envy, and defpair ; but at length confirms 
him/elfin evil; journeys on to Paradifewhoje out^ 
wardprqfpeQ andjituationis defcribed ; overleaps 
the bounds ; Jits in the Jhape of a cormorant on 
the tree of life, as higheji m the garden, to 
look about him. The garden defcribed ; Satan's 
firjijight of Adam and Eve ; his wonder at their 
excellent form and happy Jiate, but with refolution 
to work their fall ; overhears their difcourfe ; 
thence gathers that the tree of knowledge was for- 
hidden them to eat of, under penalty of death ; 
and thereon intends to found his temptation byfe- 
ducing them to tranjgrefs : Then leaves them a 
while to know further of their Jiate byfome other 
means. Jlfeamwhife U^ri^l defc^nding fm afunbeam 
warns Gabriel, xthohad in cliarge the gate ofPa- 
radife, that fome evil Spirit had efcaped the deep, 
andpajfed at noon by hisfphere in the Jhape of a 
good Angel dawn to Paradife, difcovered ofter 
by his furious gejiures in the mount. Gabriel 
promifes tofndhim ere morning. Night coming 
on, Adam and Eve difcourfe of going to their refi : 
Their bower defcribed; their evening worjhip. 
Gabriel, drawing forth his bands of night-watch 
to walk the rounds of Paradife, appoints two 
Jirong Angels to Adam's bower, leji the evil Spirit 
Jhould be there doing fome harm to Adam or Eve 
Jleeping ; there they find him at the ear of Eve, 
tempting her in a dream, and bring him, though 
ufrwilling, to Gabriel; by whom quefiioned, he 
fcorrfully anfwers ; prepares refifiance ; but, hin-- 
dered by afignfrom Heaven, flies out of Paradife. 
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BOOK IV. 

O, fOT that warning voice, which he, who 

faw 
The Apocalypfe, heard cry in Heaven aloud. 
Then when the Dragon, put to fecond rout. 
Came furious down to be revenged on men. 
Woe to theinJiabitants on earth ! that now, 5 
While time was, ourfirstparents had been warn d 
The coming of their fecret foe, and 'fcap^d. 
Haply fo 'icap'd his mortal fnare : For now 
Satan, now firft inflaiii'd with rage, came down^ 

Ver. !• 0, for that vtaming voice^ xohich ke^ whofmo 

The Apo€alj/p/e, heard crif in Heaven aioud,'] The 
poet opens this book with a wiih in the manner of Shakfpeare, 
" O, for a Mufe of fire, &c." Prolog, to Hen. V. " O, for a 
falcpi^er's voice, &c/' Rom^ aniJuL A. ii, S. ii. And, in order 
to raife the horrour and attention of his reader, he introduces 
his relation of Satan*s adventures upon earth, by wiihing that the 
fame warning voice had been uttered now at Satan's firft coming, 
which St. John, who in a vifion faw the Jpocalypfe or Revelation 
of the m^ remarkable events which were to befall the Chriftia i 
Church to the end .of the world, heard when the Dragon was put 
to fecond rout, Bev, ^ii. 12. ^* Woe to the inhabitants of the 
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The tempter ere the accufer of mankind, lo 
To wreak on innocent frail Man his lofs 
Of that firft little, and his flight to Hell: 
Yet, not rejoicing in his fpeed, though bold 
Far off and fearlefi, nor with caufe to boaft. 
Begins his dire attempt; which nigh the birth 15 
Now rolling boils in his tumultuous brea!fl^ 
And like a devilifh engiae back recoils 
Upon himfelf ; horrour and doubt diftra6k 
His troubled thoughts, and from the bottom ftir 
The Hell within him; for within him Hell 20 

earth J and ofthefia; for the DevUu come doipn unto you, httviwg 
great wrath," N bwtok • 

Ver. 10. — *■ the accufer ^ manned,'] As he ii 

leprefeoted in the fame chapter of the RevelatioT^t v« 10. '* F«r 
the aceu/er of our brethren is caft down/* Newton. 

Ver. 13. Yetf not rgoicing in hisfpecd^ Does not this con- 
firm what I have obfertred of t. 7M of the preceding Book, and 
prove that Milton did not intend by it to attribute wayfy^rtim 
motion to Satan for joy that he was near his journey's end ? 

Tbybr. 

No more than ^' kut glad that now hufeaJhoMfiid ajhorei^ 
B. ii. lOlly and "^rf iPt/A hofdfuceefi" B, iii. 740, prove the 
contrary* Satan was ho\difar qfandfcarlefs; and, as he drew 
nearer, was pleafed with hop^dfuQcefe : But, now he is come to 
earth to begin his dire attempt^ he does not rQoice in it ; his heart 
mifgives him ; horrour and dqubt di/tra& him. This is all very 
natural. Nbwtox, 

. Yen 20. The Hell within him; &c.] See alfo ver. 75. 

'• Which way I fly is HeU ; myfelf am HelV 
Mr. Bowie obferves, that Landino, in his comment on IIm thirty* 
fourth canto of Dante's Inferno, fpeaking ^ the Devilsi lays, 
^*Sempre portano/ccoayko w/enio.*' It may be added, that 
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H€ brings, and round about him, nor from Hdt 
One Hep, no more than from himfelf/can fly 
By change of place: Now conicience wakes 

ddpair. 
That ihiifibef d; wakes the bitter memory 
Of what he was, what is, and what muft be 25 
Worfe;ofworfedeedsworfefnfferingsmuftenfue. 
Sometimes towards Eden, which now in his view 
Lay pleaiant, his griev'd look he fixes lad; 

venerable Bede in like manner fuppofed the Devils to be never- 
free from torture, however they might be employed: '* Ubi-^ 
cunque, vel in aere volitant, vel in terris, aut fub terris vagantur, 
five detinentur, jfuarumfecvmfenmt tormtntajlamnuirum." Bede 
has alfo drawn a hell which fpoats catarads of fire, and in 
which the damned feel the varying extremes of heat and cold; he 
has reprefented Satan plunged into Tartarus prqfound, ** quia 
videreC inferos apertos, et Sathanan dimerfum in profundis Tar* 
tad/' and he perhaps fuggeftcd, by the account which he makes 
a fuffering finner relate of himfelf, the circumfiance of Sin's 
numjttrs gnawing her bowelsj ** furgentefque duo nequiffimi fpiri- 
tos, habentes in manibus voroeres, percuflerunt me, unus fn 
capite, alius in pedet qui videlicet modo cum magno tarmento 
irrqnmt in interiora corporis mei, m6xque, ut ad fe invicem per- 
veniunt, moriar, et paratis ad rapiendum me dsemonibus, in in- 
femi clauftra pertrafaar'/' Hift. Ecc. lib. v. cap. xiii. ed. Smith, 
p. 198. Shakfpeare ufes the fame expreffion, as Milton, in K^ 
Jokn^ A, V. S. vii. ^ Within me is a Helir See alfo Fair- 
fox's Tajo, C. xii. ft. 77- 

*' Swift from myielf I runne,. myfelf I feare, 

<« Yet ftill my Hell wUUn myftlf I beare/^ Todd. 

VcT. 27* Som/Uimes tofwards Eden^ tohicA nam in Ms mem 

iMjf pieafantf his gritv^d took hejixes/adi] Homer, 
Od^. xiii. 197. 

Sri i^ af knu^, Mml f ilvA nmtfUk yma» 
"tifk^ T* if* Mr«r«. STILI^Ilf OFI.KK. 
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Sometimies towards Heaven, and the fuU-blazing 

lun. 
Which npw Ikt high in his meridian tower: 30 
Then, much revolving, thus in fighs began. 

O thou, that, with fiirpafling glory crown'd, 
Look'ft from thy fole dominion like the God 
Of this new world; at whole fight all the ftar? 

Ver. 30. meridian tower:] M noon the 

fun is Irfted up, as in a tower. The metaphor is ufed by Virgil io 

his CuleXy v. 41. 

** Ignens ttthereas jam fol penetrirat in area" 

Spenfer, in his admirable tranflation of that poem, has foHowed 

him puhdually: 

" The fiery fun was mounted now on hi^t • 
** Up to the heavenly tdwers.** Richardsok. 

Ver. 32. This fpeech bears a general refemblancc to the fird 
which Prometheus fpe^iks in the tragedy of that name by ^fchy- 
lus; which, therefore, induces Mr. Stillingfleet to imagine (what 
really was intended by the poet) that this paflage would .have 
been part of Milton's tragedy on the Fall of Man, and raofl pro- 
bably the beginning of it. The opening of this fpeech, as Mr. 
John Warton alfo remarks, is indebted to the opening of the 
Phoenifae of Euripides. Todd. 

Ver. 3S. Look'Jifrom thy fole dominion like the God 

Of this new world i] Druramond, in a Song, de- 
fcribos the Sun ** in higheil top of heaven, 

'* Mo/t princely looking from that glorious height." 
Orpheus, as Mr. Dunfler remarks, calls the fun he-wtret ttsc-fttt^ 
Hymn, ad Sol. vii. l6. Compare ver. 758 of the prefent book, 
where the fun's •* lordly eye" is noticed. Todd. 

Ver. 34. at whofejigkt aU ike ftars 

Hide their dmimflCd heads;] So, in Harington*s 
Orl. Fur. C. iv. ft. 55. 

' ^* Rinaldo dot!) pcrceave 
** The fume appeare, SLtidJarres their heads to hide.*' Boivle. 
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Hide their diminifh'd heads; to thee I call, as 
But with no friendly voice, and add thy name, 

Sun! to tell thee how I hate thy beams. 
That bring to my remembrance from what ftate 

1 fell, how glorious once above thy Iphere; 

mi pride and worfe ambition threw me down 4o 
Warring in Heaven againft Heaven s matchlefe 

King: 
Ah, wherefore! he deferv'd no fuch return 
From me, whom he created what I was 
In that bright eminence, and with his good 
Upbraided none; nor was his fervice hard. 4$ 
What could be lefe than to afford him praife, 

Ver. 37. — — how I hate thy beami,} So, in the Hip^ 
pdiftus of Euripides, v. 355, ed« Barnes. 

\x^f» if/Mf, ix^fif fiVtffiv ^«#f. Stillinofleet. 

Ver. 40. Till pride and worCe amhithn] Pride is a kind of 
exceiCve and vicious felf-efteem, which raifes men in their own 
opinions above what is juiiand right: But ambition is that which 
adds fuel to this flame, and claps fpurs to thefe furious and in- 
ordinate defires that break fonb into the mod execrable adts, to 
accompltih their haughty defigns; which- makes our author ftig- 
matize ambition as a wor/e fin than pride. Hume. 

Dr. Bentley reads, ** and cur^'d ambition/' becaufe he thinks 
it hard to fay whether pride or amhitian is Worfe :^ But Milton 
feems to mean by pride the vice confidered in itfelf, and only as 
it is the tempter of the proud man ; and by andntian the vice that 
carried him to aim at being equal with God : And was • not this 
vice the worfi of the two? 1 obfer^e that Satan always lays the 
blame on his ambition, as in v. 6l, and v. 92. Pearce. 

Ver. 44. ■ and with his good 

Upbraided n(mef\ James i. 5. '* God— giveth to 
all men liberally, and uphraiddh not." Todd. 
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The eafieft recompence^ and pay him thanks. 
How due! yet all his good prov d ill in me, 
And wrought but malice; lifted up fo high 
lidein d fubje<ftion, and thought one ftep higher 
Would fet me higheft, and in a moment quit 5i 
The debt immenle of endleis gratitude, 
So burdenfome ftill paying, ftill to owe. 
Forgetful what from him I ftill receiv d. 
And underftood not that a grateful mind 55 
By owing owes not, but ftill pays, at once 
Indebted and difcharg'd; what burden then? 
O, had his powerful deftiny ordain'd 
Me fome inferiour Angel, I had ftood 
Then happy; no unbounded hope had raised 60 
Ambition ! Tet why not? fome other Power 
Asgreat might haveaipird, andme, thoughmeaDi 
Drawn to his part; but other Powers as great 
Fell not, but ftand unftiaken, from within 
Or from without, to all temptations armU 65 

Ver. 50. I fdein'd fiibfeOtanf} For litfiMd; an imitatioo 
of the Italian ySfirgfiare. Hvme. 

Spenfer has repeatedly ufed the fame freedom with our language. 
Thus alfo Drayton, Mofu' birth &c. B. i* '« Which though it 
fdMd the pleafdnefle to confefle." And Fair&x, 7V#, B. xx. 
ft. 1«8. "Her/dcfga/Weies." Todp. 

Ver. S5« And tmderfiood not] This ^erh is to be conne^ed 
with the other verbs in v, 50, l/deuCd and thought. Newtof. 

Ibid. ' - a grateftd mind 

By Ofwing owes not, but Jill paysy'] Satan here has anti- 
cipated a fcntence, afterwards ufed by Cicero: '' Gratiam autem 
et qui retulerit, habere, et qui habeat» retulifie.*' Bsntlbt. 

3 
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Hadft thou thie iame free will and power to fiand ? 
Thou hadfi: whom haft thou then or what to 

: accule^. 
But Heaven s free love dealt equally to all? 
Be then his love accurs'd, fince love or hate, 
To me alike» it deals eternal woe. ^ 70 

Nay, curs'd be thou; fince againft his thy will 
Chofe freely what it now Co juftly rues. 
Me miferable! which way fliall I fly 
Infinite wrath, and infinite deipair? 
Which way I fly is Hell; myfelf am Hell; ?5 
And, in the loweft deep, a lower deep 
Still threatening to devour me opens wide. 
To which the Hell 1 fiifier feems a Heaven. 
O, then, at laft relent: Is there no place 

Ver. 79* O, then^ a/ /o^ relent:] There is no fault to be 
fonnd with tbis reading, but I am fometimet inclined to think 
that the author might have given it " O then at laft repent:'' be- 
caufe of what follows; 

■ ' " Is there no place 

*• Left for repentance;** 
and again, ver. 93. " But fay I could repent^ &c/* And it h 
not improbable, that^he had Shakfpeafe in his thoughts, Hamlet 
A. ill. & iH. 

''Try, what repentance can: what can it not ? 
" Yet what can it, when one cannot repent P* 
Or, if we retain the wotd relent^ we may fuppofe that Satan 
tould not at firft bring hirefelf to (ay repenty and therefore makes 
ufe of the fofter term relent. Newtok. • 

Relmt is the true reading. See the obfervation on Addifon's 

CnticHm, in this edition, toI. ii. p. 43. Relent indeed refers, in 

which opinion Mr. Dunfter concurs with me, to Satan's fx*d 

nrnd^kc. and to his unconqverable willf &c. B. i, S7, 106. Topd. 

VOL. III. G 
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Left for rqpentahce, none fx pardob left? t* 
None left but by fnbtnifiibn; and thiit Woni 
Difdain forbids me, and my dread of ftiame 
Am<^ the Spiriti beneath^ whom I fedxk^d 
Widi other promifel and other Taunts 
Hian to fubmit, bda&ing I eoUM fnbdue 6» 
The OiKtotpotent. Ay cuel they little know 
How deaiiy I abide that boaft fo Tain^ 
Under what torments inwardly I.groan^ 
While they adore me on the throne of HdL 
With diadem and (eepter high adramc'd^ p^ 
The lower flill I hSlf. only (bpreme 
In mi£mj: Such joy amVtCiofi finds. 
But &y I tcmiA w€fcR% and could obtftii^ 
By ad of gmce^ my former fiate; how fiidn. 
Would highth recall high thoughts, how foon^ 
twilky Q5f 

WlmtfeigQ^dfnbmi£oniwore^Eaiewoiddrecant 
Vows made in pain^ as riolent and yoid. 
For nerer can tMie reconcilement gf ow> 

lkii» — ' *■ ■ — *— is iker$ no piape 

Leftfam^Qtance^*] Heb^xiulJ. ^' Afterward, wfajeni 
he would have inherited the blefling, he was rejeded: for he- 
found noploQg qf repentanee.** Gxjllibs. 

V«r. SI. : mdtkat Vfofd 

Dtfdamforbidi m,1 Difdain fovfaidi tat tiial ^oiA 
Jubmifiim. Bewtlet. 

Ver, «2. — ' ' and my dttad qf Jkmn9 

AnuMg tht Spirits baualk, &€•] The read^ tnay 
compare the fpeech of lUdor^ Ili^d xaii. 9I^-*108. 
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Where woundsofdeadlyhatehavepierc'dfo deep: 
Which would but lead me to a worfe relapfe loo 
And heavier fall: ib Ihould I purchafe dear , 
Short interttiiffion bought with double finart 
This knows my Punilher; therefore as far 
From granting he, as I from begging, peace; 
All hope excluded thus, behold, in flead los 
Of us put-caft, exil'd, his new delight, 
Mankind created, and for him this world. 
So farewell, hope; and with hope farewell, fearj 
Farewell, remorJfel all good to me is loft; 
Evil, be thou my good; by thee at leaft no 
Divided empire with Heaven s King I hold> 
By thee, and more than half perhaps will reign; 

Vcr. lOS. Sofarewitty hope; &c.] . Compare ApoIIonius Ilho« 
^Qs, where Medea fpeaks, Argon. uU 785# 

And fee Spenfer, Faer. Qu. i. v. 43. And Mr. Church's note 
on that pafTage. Todd. 

Ver. 111. Divided empire^ *^ Divifum imperium cum Jove 
Caefar habet." Grkekwood. 

Ver. 112* i[y thte^ and more iJum haif perhap9 viU reign;'i 
This paiiage has occafioned i^uch perplexity and confufion, but it 
may eaiily be underllood thus; £?i/, be timi my good; be thoti all 
niy delighty all my happinefs; by th^e I kM ttt ieq/t divided empire, 
with HeaoetCa King at prefent, I ruling in Hell as Ood in Heaven : 
hg thee I fay ; he is made to repeat it with emphafis, to add the 
greater force to his diabolical fentiment, and to mark it mora 
ftrongly to the reader : and in a ihort time will reign perhaps more 
than half^ in this new world as well as in Hell : m Man er.e long^ 
and this new xoorld^ Jhall know. And he is very properly malieOtf 
conclude his fpeech with this, as this was now his main tefinefs 
and the end of his coming hithef. NiwYoK. 

o2 
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As Man ere long, and thisnew world, flball know. 
Thus while he Ipake, each palSion dimmed his 
face 114 

Thrice changed with pale, ire, envy, and de^aif ; 
Which marr'd his borrow'd vifege, and betrayed 
Him counterfeit, if any eye beheld. 

'"Ibid. more than half perhaps xdUI reign i] Wc 

might compare AleAo's fpeech to Satan in Crafhaw*s SofpetiO 
d^Herode^ il. xxxiv. But Milton may here perhaps be rather 
referred to Alcimus Avitus, De OriginaU PeccatOf where the devil, 
having fucceeded in the temptation of our firft parents, expreflfes 
himfelf triumphantly over them, lib. ii. 420. 

" Nee Deus in vobis, quanquam formaverit ante, 
" Jam plus juris habet; teneat quod condidit ip/e; 
'' Quod docui mecum eil ; major mihi portio refiat : 
** Malta creatori debetis, plura magiftro.^' Dctnstir. 

Ver. 1 14. ■ each pqffion dimnCd his fact 

Thrice changed with palcy ire, envj/, and defpair;1 
Each paflion, ire, envy, and defpair, dimmM his countenance, 
which was thrice changed with pale through the fucceffive agita- 
tions of thefe three paflions. For, that palenefs is the proper hue 
of envy and defpair, every body knows, and we always reckon 
that fort of anger the moil deadly and diabolical, which is acorn- 
panied with a pale livid countenance. It is remarkable, that in 
the argument to this book we read, inftead of tre, year, envy, 
and defpair; and as ftar may be juftified by ▼• 18, horrmtr and 
doubt diJtraSj and other places ; fo is anger warranted by v. 9^ 
and by his curfing God and himfelf, and by his threatening of 
Man in the clofe of his fpeech. Newtok. 

The whole paffage is an imitation of Spenfer, Taerie Qucene, 

i. X. l6. 

'' Thus 0$ he/pake^ his u/age waxed pale^ 
** And chtnmge of hem great paffion did hewrojf; 
'* Yet Hill he drove to cloke his inward bale, 
'< And hide the /moke that did hisjire betra^:^ 

Compareverfes 120, 121. Todd. 
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For heavenly minds from iuch diftempers foul 
Are ever clear. Whereof he foon aware. 
Each perturbation fmooth'd with outward calm, 
Artificer of fraud; and was the firft 121 

That prad:is*d faliehood under faintly Ihow, 
Deep malice to conceal, couch'd with revenge: 
Tet not enough had pra<%is*d to deceive 
Uriel once wam'd; whole eye purfued him down 
The way he went, and on the Aflyrian mount 126 
Saw him disfigured, more than could befall 
Spirit of happy fort: His geftures fierce 
He mark'd and mad demeanour, then alone. 
As he fuppos'd, all imobferv*d, unfeen. 130 

So on he fares, and to the border comes 
Of Eden, where delicious Paradiie, 
Now nearer, crowns with her enclofiire green. 
As with a rural moimd, the champain head 
Of a fteep wildernels, whofe haiiy fides isi 

Ven 121. Art^ri^ fraud;'] See the fame expreffion ap- 
plied to the devil in our poet's Jn Qtmi^iim ^oi«fn6rt#i ver. 17, 
and the note there. TeDD* 

Ver. 126. on the AJfyrian firotifr^] See note 

B. ill. 742. '.Niphates divides Armenia from Aflyria; and from 
this mountain the river Tigris, that is, *< Hiddekel, which goeth 
toward the ra/f ofAJfytia^*' takes its rife. Todd. 

Ver. 185» -— a fteep wUdemeJkj tehofe haxryftdes 

With thicket aoergrown^ grottefque and wUd^ 
Acceft denied;"] Dante, Furg. C. xxviii. Mil- 
ton, in the piefent book, appears indeed to have repeatedly 
coofuhed this fine canto. 

** Dentro air antica felva, tanto ch' 10 
' ** Non potea riyedere ond' io m' entraffi.** Todd, 
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With thicket overgrown; grottcfque and wild, 
Acceis denied; and over-head up grew 
Infuperable bighth of loftieft ihade. 
Cedar, and pine, and fir, and branching palm, 
A iylvan ibene; and, as the ranks a!(cend . .140 
Shade above ibade, a woody theatre 
Of ftatelicft vie w. Yet higher than their top* 
The verdurous wall of Paradife up iprung: . 
"Which to our general fire gave profpedt large 
Into his nether empire neighbouring round* 145 
And higher than that wall a circling row 
Of goodlieii trees, loaden with faireli &uit, 

Ver. 140. ^-r^ — i ^ the ranJcs qfceud 

Shade abofoejhade, a WQody theatre 
Cf ftatelieU vins;.] So, in Sidne/s Arcadia^ 1635, 
p. 6S« ^* About it (as if it had beene to inclofe a tkealrey grew 
fuch fort of trees as either excellency of hmi^ JatdineffeQf (px>wtli, 
continual greenelTe, &c, have made at any time' famoys. Th^ 
became a gallery aloft from tree to tree almoil rouiid about &c/* 
I am indebted to G. Sti^eveiiSy Efq ; for this illuftrution from Sid* 
Aey. But fee alfo Spenfer, F. Q. vi. x. 6. And I find in Haring- 
ton's Polmdor and Flq/tellaf 1 651, p. 5, that, in the defcription 
of a grove^ the ** theairick faftuon** is noticed, Goldfmith, iti 
his Traveller, has thus painted Italy : 

*' Its uplands, floping^ deck ihe moootain's^fide, 
** Woods over woods in gay theairick pride/' 
It is probable, that ibme of the fweet views in Italy were here in 
Milton's mind. It mud not be forgotten that Vifgilr in hia fifth. 
MnMy defcribes a natural theatre^ And Lycophroo, Caffand. 
600, edit. Potter, has the following phrafe, 6f «rpt/bb«^ vAiVm* 
Trees qfjtate^ is ai| expreffioA of A, Fraunce, in his Comtejfe ef 
^embrokifs Yvychurch, fee. part. 4to. 1501, Aga. U b.TpDp. 

Ver, 147. ■ witkfairejl fruit, 

Sloflbim un4 lniit» 4ft mice o/ goUm hue,} T>u 



Digitized by 



Google 



MOK TW. PARADISE LOST. tf 

Blofioms and fruits at once of golden hue, 
ikppear'dy with gay enamelTd colours mix*d: 
On which the &in more giad impic&^d his heams 
Than an fidr evening cloud, or humid bow, i^i 
When God hath Ihower'd the earth; ib iovelj 

feem'd 
Hiatland&ip: Andof purenowpuiierair 

Bentley Tezdsfndts in the firft verfe, hecwiiefntits follows in the 
next: But I fliowld ehute to re&d/rmt io'bb^ places; becaufe I 
^bfcrve when Mtkon fpeaks of what is ban^ng on the trees, be 
calls it Jhdt in the Angular mmber (wben gathered, i* the plu* 
tal): See lu 249, and v. 422, B. \\ 341, B. viii. 507» and Coawt, 

** T& fave ber bloJ^tM «itd def<ftnd her firuit.'' Pe arcb. 

Dr. Kewten obferves ihe fame •expreflSon in B. vii. 325, 326. 
Mr. Bowie, among other references, here notices Waller's de- 
fcription, in the Summer^Uhmdi; where the diftindion is not re* 
^rded: ** ^xiptfrwii and Moffhim on the fame trees live.'' I will 
add Mr* Bowie's quotation, from Akiraus Avitus, of Paradiie, 
De Orig, Mmdi^ Uh* iu v. £. 

'' Nam fi curvaii faecunda pondefe rand 

** Mitia fubmittunt fublimi ex arbove poma; 

^* Protians in iorem vacuus torgeibefe palmes 

** IncipiC, inque novia fruAum promittere gemmis.'* Todd. 

. Ver. 151. Tkam'mfnrepfnifigdowif} Read << Than a» fair 
eveniqg doud.*' Bsi^tlsy* 

I find I have \fetu pre-occupied bf Bentley, in making this 
night emendatioji of an for ta* We nro to attend lo the rfe^ of 
the fun on the evening cloud, and the rainbow, or its doud This 
reading makes the image plain. T. WAtTOV« 

Beatley, it ^uld foe added, watf alfo pre-^iccupied hf Hume; 
whole panphrale of die pafiigi^ k, ^Om which the fiin more 
pleaiied difpbiyed bia beams, dian on gay weftem clonda, or the 
fawdy rainbow/' Todd. 

Ver» 16Sb ■ Jnd 9f jmrenm> fmtet mr . 

M^eU his approach^ &c.] Dante, Purg. C. szviii* 
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Meets his approach, and to the heart infpires 
Vernal delight and joy, able to drive i*i 

All fadneis but defpair: Now gentle gales. 
Fanning their odoriferous wings, diipenie 
Native perfumes, and whiiper whence they ftole 

** Uq' aura dolce, fensa mutamento 
** Avere in fe, mi feria per la fronte, 
" Non di pid colpo, che foave vento." Tobd. 

Ver. 155. Vernal delight and joy, able to drive 

Allfadnefibui de/pair:'] " Como el tiempo en que- 
navegavaii era el principio del mes de mayo, las Aores de los ar-" 
boles, y la verdura y rofas de las deleytofos campos eran en tanta 
abundancia, que qualquiera cora9on por trifle que fuera hinchiera* 
de mucha alegria.*' Olxwmte de Laura, L. i« c. IS, 31. And 
Efpinofa, C. i. (t* 35. 

<' Hallaronfe cerquita de muy ledo 

'' Puerto hermofo, ylleno de frefcura, 

**• De arboles, naranjos, y frutales, 

^< Bqfiante defanar a doe mil nudes," Bo wlb. 

So, in Milton's Tradate qf Education; '^ In thofe vernal feafons 
of the year, when the air is calm and pleafant, it were an injury 
and fullennefs againfl nature not to go out, and fee her riches, 
and partake in her rejoycing with Heaven and Earth.** Todd. 

Ver. 158. — — — and wfdfper whence theyjiole 

Thqfe balmj/ fpoiU,'} This fine paflage is undoubt- 
edly taken from as fine a one in Shakfpeare's Twelfth Nighi, 

: " like the fwcet foulh, 

<* That breathes upon a bank of violets, 
** Stealingy and giving odour :" 

But much improved, as Dr. Greenwood remarks, by the addition 
of that beautiful metaphor included in the word whi/per^ which 
conveys to us a foft idea of the gentle manner in which they are- 
communicated. Mr. Thyer is fttll of opinion, that Milton rather 
alluded to the following lines of Ariofio's deicription of Paradife, 
where, fpeaking of the doke aura, Orl. Fur* C. xxxiv. ft* ih he 
frysf 
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Thofe balmy ipoils. As when to them who fail 

Seyond the Gape of Hope, and now are paft iSo 

Mozambick^ off at fea north-eaft winds blow 

Sabean odours from the ipicy fhore 

Of Araby the bleft; with fuch delay 

"Well pleas'd they flack their courfe, and many a 

league 
Cheer d with the grateful fmell old Ocean fmiles: 
So entertain'd thofe odorous Iweets the Fiend,i66 
Who came their bane; though with them better 
. pleas'd 

'* £ quella ai fiori, ai pomi, e alia verzura 
** Gli odor diverQ deprcdando giva, 
** £ di tutti faceva una miiluray 
" Che di foavit^ V alma nutriva:" 

** The two iiril of thefe lines exprefs the air's ftealing the native 
perfume ; and the two latter, that vernal delight which they give 
to the mind. Befides, il may be further obferved, that this ex- 
preflion of the air^s flealing and difperfing the fweets of flowers, 
is very common in the bed Italian poets. To inflance only in 
one more, Marino, Adon, C. i. il. 131. 

** Dolce confufion di mille odori 

** Sparge, e 'nvola volando aura predace." New to k. 

Ver. 161. ' cf at fea north-eaft winds blow 

Sabean odours, &c.] Mr. Wakefield fays, that 
Milton delineated this beautiful defcription from Diodorus Siculus, 
lib* iii. 46, where the aromatick plants in Sabea, or Arabia Felix, 
are defcribed as yielding *^ inexpreflible fragrance to the fenfes ; 
not unenjoyed even by the navigator, though he (ails by at a 
great diftance from the fliore. For, in the fpring, when the wind 
blows off land, the odour from the aromatick trees and plants 
diffufes itfelf over all the neighbouring fea/' Notes on Gray, p. 
iO« So Sir'W. Jonas relates, in his £fiky on the Poetry of the 
Eailem nations^ that the valuable fpice-trees, and Imlfamick 
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Than ATmod^^ns with the fiihy fiiino 

Xhat 4Fove hiai» though enamour d, from the 

ipoufe 
Of Tobit*s fon, and with a vengeance ilbnt i;o 
From Media poft to Egypt, there.fafl bound. 

Now to the afoent of that fteep lavage hill 
Satan had joumey'd on, penfive and flow; 
But further way found none, fo thick entwin d. 
As one continued brake, the undergrowth ifs 
Of Ihrubs and tanglipg buflies had perplexed 
AH path of man or beafl: that pa&'d that way. 

plants, which grow in Arabia Felix, give, without fpeaking 
poetically, a real perfume to the air; and the writer of an old 
hiftory of theTurkifh empire fays, '' The air of l^pt fometimes 
in fummer is like any fweet perfume, and almofl fuffpcates the 
fpirits, caufed by the wind that brings the odour of the Arabian 
fpices/* See alfo Ariodo's defcription of the Ifle of Cyprus, Orl. 
Fur. C. xviii. ft. 138, Waller's Night-Piece^ and Reed*8 OldPlay$, 
vol. si. p. d60« Todd, 

Ver. 16'8. Than Afmodenu &c.] Surely the clofing this beau« 
tiful defcription with this hiftory of Afmodeus, has by no means 
a good effedl. Mr. Bannider obferves, that it feems to give an 
air of burlefque very unfuitable to it* fublime dignity. Duvstbr. 

Ver. 177. All path ofman or heaft that pafi'd thai way,'] Satan 
is now come to the afcent of the hill of Paradtfe, which was fo 
overgrown with thicket and underwood, that neither man nor 
bcaft could pafs ttmt way. '< That pafifd that way," that voM 
have pafidi n rr^uuiable nanner of fpeaking, not unlike that in 
k ii. 642, <' So/miV far off the Fiead," that Is, flaking ftridl^, 
mould hoKe feem^d if any one had been there to have feen binu 
The fame manner of fpMking may be obferved in the beft daiEck 
Huthors, Thus Euhpides, lon^ ▼. 1526. 

VnurtH, i% /*' bruNP 8A //b^jc^muk; 
** H^ve you heard how fhe kilkd nt ," that Is, tPOirU kttec kiHed 

5 
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One i^te there ooly yrta, and th^ ItHiCdefA 
On the other fide : which when ^ ar<3b-»felQo j^w; 
Due entrance he difdam d; and, in contempt, lao 
At one flight hound high over4eap'd all bound 
Of hill or highdl wall, and iheer within 
Lights on his feet. As when a prowling wolf. 
Whom hunger drives to feek new haunt for prey^ 
Watching where fliepherds peatheir flocks at eve 
In hurdled cotes amid the field fecure, ise 

Les^s o'er the fence with eafe into the fold: 
Or as a thief, bent to unhoard the calh 
pf fome rich burgher, whole fubftantial doors, 
Cf ofs-barr d and bolted fiift, fear no afiTault, igo 
In at the window climbs, or o'er the tiles: 

Yen 181. At oneJHght boand high ader-leap'd M bound] Mr. 
Steevens cites this paflage, ia order to keep Shakfpeare in coun- 
tenance, fiom. and Jul. A. i. S. iv. 

*' I am too fore enpierced with his ihaft, 

*^ To foar with his light feathers; and fo hound^ 

*^ I cannot hound a pitch above dull woe." TopD. 

Ver. 183. A$ when a prowling wolf,] A tool/ is often the 
fubje£^ of a fimile in Honker and Vifgil, but here is confidered ia 
B new fight ; and perhaps never furnished out a ftronger refemb* 
lance: And the hint of this, and the additional fimile of a thie/^ 
feem to have been taken from John x. 1» ^' He that entereth not 
by the door into the fheepfbld, but climbeth up fome Other way, 
the fame it a thief and a robber/' NfiWTOir. 

Perhaps the fimile of the mlf is taken from TsUb, Gier. JJb» 
p. luz. & 35. 

'^ Qual lupo predatore a V aer bruno 
'* Le cbiu£b mandre, inftdiando, aggira» 
*' Secco r avyde fauci, e Bel digiuno 
^ . "^ Pa aativQ f^io ftiUfllatOt a i' inu" To»|>. 
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So clomb this firft grand thief into God's fold; 
So fince into his church lewd hirelings climb. 
Thence up he flew, and on the tree of life, 
The middle tree and higheft there that grew, 195 
Sat like a cormorant; yet not true life 

\^r. 193. lewd] As in A^f xvii. 5. 

'< Certain Uwd fellows of the bafer fort^"* that is, pr^igMH or 
ignorant. Todd. 

Ver. 195. The middU tree and highejtthefe that grexDyl "The 
tree of life alfo in the midft of the garden.** Gen. ii. 9- ^» the 
mdjt is a Hebrew phrafe, expreiling not only the local fituation 
of this enlivening tree, but denoting its excellency, as being the 
moft confiderable, the talleil, goodlieft, and mod lovely tree in 
that beauteous garden planted by God hirofelf : So Scotus, Duran, 
Valefius, SfC. whom our poet follows, affirming it the highe^ tkere 
that grew, '' To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the 
tree of life, which is in the midil of the Paradife of Gpd.'^ 
Rev, ii. 7. HvMB. 

Ver. 196. Sat like a cormorant;'] Poffibly Milton might take 
the hint, as Mr, Bowie has obferved, of exhibiting Satan as a 
bird from the transformations of the Devil mentioned by Avitus^ 
Lib. ii. v. 65, 

'* Alitis interdum fubito mentita volaatb 

« Fit fpecies." 
But fee the remark of Addlfon, and the note on it, in this edi- 
tion, vol. ii. p. 74. Todd. 

Ibid. yet not true life &c] The poet here 

moralizes, and reprehends Satan for making no better ufe of the 
tree of life. He fat upon it, but did not thereby r^ain true life 
to himfelf ; but fat devifing death to others who were alive. 
Neither did he think at all on the virtues of the tree, but ufed it 
only for the convenience of profped, when it might have befen 
ufed, fo as to have been a pledge of immortality. And fo he 
perverted the bell of things to worft abufi^ by fitting upon the 
tree of life devifing death ; or to meanejt ufe^ by ufing it only for 
profped, when he might have applied it to nobler putpofes. But 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOOK IV. PARADISE LOST. ga 

Thereby regained, but fat deviiing death 

To them who liv'd; nor on the virtue thought 

Of that life-giving plant, but only us'd 

For proipcA, what well us'd had been the pledge 

Of immortality. So little knows 301 

Any, but God alone, to value right 

The good before him, but perverts beli things 

To worft abufe, or to their meaneft ufe. 

Beneath him with new wonder nowheviews,205 

To all delight of human fenfe expos'd. 

In narrow room. Nature's whole wealth, yea 

more, 
A Heaven on Earth : For blifsful Paradife 
Of God the garden was, by him in the eaft 

vhat ufe then would our author have had Satan to have made of 
the tree of life? Would eating of it have altered his condition, or 
have rendered him more immortal than he was already i What 
other ufe then could he have made of it, unlefs he had taken oc- 
calion from thence to refled duly on life and immortality, and 
thereby had put himfelf in a condition to regain true life and a 
happy immortality? If the poet had not fome fuch meaning as 
this, it is not eafy to fay what is the fenfe of the paffage. Mn 
Thyer thinks, that the xoeU ua'd^ in this paflage, relates to our 
firft parents, and not to Satan: but I conceive that well u$'d, and 
on/jf ti^df muil both refer to the fame perfon : And what ill use 
did our iirft parents make of the tree of life ? They did not ufe it 
till before the Fall; and, after the Fall, they were not permitted 
to ufe or eat of it at all. Newton. ' 

. Ver. 209. Of God the garden xoas, &c.] So the facred text^. 
Qen. ii. 8. '* And the Lord God planted a garden eaftvBard ui 
EdeHy" that is, eaftward of the place where Mofes wrote his 
hiiiory, though Milton fays in the eajl of Eden;" and then we 
have in a few lines our fiuthor's topography of Eden. This prq.-. 
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Of Ederi ^knted ; Eden Ibetcli'd her Ikic i^id 
Frtrttt Aujran eaftward to the royal towers 
Of great Seleucia, built by Grecian kings. 
Or vrhCTe the fons of Eden long before 
Dwelt in Telailiir : In this pleaiant foil 
His far more pleafant garden God ordain d; 215 
O^t of the fertile ground he caus'd to grow 
All trees of noblett kind for fight, fmell, tafte ; 
Atid all amid them flood the tree of life, 
High eminent, blooming ambrbfial litdt 
Of vegetable gold; and next to life, tm 

Our death, the tree of knowledge, grew ftft by. 
Knowledge of good bought dear by knowing ilL 



vince (in which the terreftrial Paradife was planted) extended 
from A^ran^ a city of Mefopotamia near the river Euphrates, 
eaAvrard to Seleucta^ a city built by Seleacus, one of the fuccef- 
i;>ttrft of Alexander the Great, upon the river Tigris. Or, in 
other words, this province was the ftime, where the children of 
Eden dwelt in Tdaffau (at Ifaiah iays chap« xxzvii. 19«) which- 
Tdaj^r was a province and a city of the children of Eden, placed 
by Ptolomy in Babylonia, oipon the common ftreams of Tigria 
and Euphrates. See Sir Ifaae Newton's ChronoL p. S75. So 
that our author places Eden, agreeably to the accounts in Scrip- 
ture, ibmewhei^ ia Mefopotamia. Newtoit. 

'Ver. 214, — '- — i IntMspiea/antfail 

HUfar more pleafant garden God ordaifCd ;] It le 
obfervabl^ that Aden^ in the Eaiiern dialers, is precifely the 
fame word with Edat^ which we apply to the garden of Paradife : 
Irhas'twofeniVs, according, to a Aight diflerence in its prenmn- 
dation; its lirft meaning is a fttHed i^odtf its ieCond, deUgki^' 
fqftnefk, or trmiquillity: The woiti Edm had^ probably, one of. 
thefe ienfes in' the (acred text, though we ufe it as a proper 
name. Sia W. Jeirso. 



Digitized by 



Google 



xooic iT.r PARADISE LOST. ftt 

Sonthwafd through Eden ^rent a lirer krge> 
Nor chafig*d his c^ourfe,but thrdogb the fliaggy 
hill aM 

Bi&'d underneath ii^oird; for God had thrown 
That ihoantain bb his garden-mould high tuis d 
Upon the rapid current, which, through veins 
Of porous earth with kindly thirft up-drawn, 
Rofe a frdh fountain, and with many a rilt 
Water d the garden ; thence united fell afto 
Down the fteep glade, and met the nether flood. 
Which from his darkibme paflage now appears^' 
And now^ divided into four main ifareams, 

Ver.l223. Stmtkward^c,'] This is mod probably the river formed 
By tb^ jundidn of the Euphrates and Tigris, which flows foutk- 
wordy and muil needs ^ a river large by the joining of two fuck 
nighty rivers. Upon this river it h fttppofed by the befb com* 
jnentatofs that the terreftrial Paradife was fituated* MHton calls 
this river Tigris in B. tx. 7K Newtov. 

Vet. 529. Rofe afiejhfiumtain, &c.] Compare Dante» Purg. 
C.sxviii. 

^ V acqua, che vedi, non furge di vena, 
" Che tiflori vapor, che giel converta, 
** Come flume, ch' acquifla o perde lena ; 
^ Mavfce di Ibntana fitlda e certa." Todd. • 

V*r. 334. AndnffW, ditided into four tnaiA ftrcaths,'] This is 
gmtiAd^ upon the words of Mofes, Gen, ii. 10. '< And a river 
yittxit out of Eden to water th6 garden, and from thence it was 
parted^ and became into four heads.** Newton. 

On this fubjed, however, fee Huet's Treatife De la Situation 
iu fttrHdis Terrefirty Paris, 1711, Chapilre iv. Milton, at the 
fiiirie titae that he jud><iioufiy avoids a minute defcription of the 
river and its drvifions, appears alfo to have followed an eleganl 
i^rcount of Paradife, ia which the faiM diftind^iuns are made : 
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Runs diverfe, wandering many a famous realm 
And country, whereof here needs no account ;235 
But rather to tell how, if Art could tell. 
How from that iapphire fount the crifped brooks^ 
Rolling on orient pearl and fands of gold, 
With mazy errour under pendant fhades 
Ran ne<5iar, vifiting each plant, and fed 240 
Flowers worth v of Paradife, which not nice Art 
In beds and curious knots, but Nature boon 

'' In ipfo hortorum apice foM eft eximius, qui primdm argenteit 
aquarum vorticibus ebulliens, mox diiTufus in fluvium finuofis 
flexibus, atque maeandris concifus cherraty ct felicia arva pcren- 
nibus foecundat rivulis. Ad fumraum in quatuor falieDtes dmfiu 
celeberrimos amnes efEcit, qui, varias terrarum f logos intcrfecantes, 
pingui ac feraci limo rigant." P. Caufinus de £loq. lib. zi. edit* 
1634. Todd. 

Ver. 236. ' if Art could teU,'\ Bcntley 

a(ks whether the poet means here the art of poetry, or the art of. 
gardening? Both, he adds, are improper* It is indeed auk-* 
wardly exprelTed ; but, I apprehend, it includes both. It is an 
apology for the poet's attempting, on fuch flight ground as the 
brief account of Paradife in Scripture, to fabricate in his ima- 
gination, and defcribe in his poem^ an extenfively varied fcene of 
fequeftered beauty, fertility, and delight. Dunstee. 

Ver. 238. RoUmg on orient pearl andfond$ ofgoldy] Pacto- 
lus, Hermus, and other rivers, are defcribed by the poets as 
having golden fands ; but the deicription is made richer bere» 
and the water rolls on the chokeft pearU as well as on fands of 
gold. Orient pearl occurs in Shakfpeare's Rieh. III., in Fletchci's 
Faithffd Shepherdefsy and in Jonfon's Fox. Newton. 

. Milton's defcription here ftrongly refembles that of an elder 
poet, John Davies of Hereford, in his Wittes FUgrimage^ 4to« 
s. d. fign. T, 2. The poet is alfo defcribin^ Paradife : 

'* Rivers of ne6lor ran on golden fand/^ . TopD. - «• 
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Pourd forth profuie on hill, and dale> and plain^ 
Both where the morning fun firft warmly fmote 
Hie open fields and where theunpierc*dihade 2i5 
Irabrown*d the noontide bowers : Thus was this 

place 
A happy rural feat of various view; 

Ver. S44* Both where the morning fun^i^ xoarmly frnqte &c.] 
This is a manner of expreflion unufual in our language, and 
plainly borrowed from the Italian poets, with whom i^t is very 
common* Ariofto, Ori. Fur, C. viii. ft. 20. 

** Percote il fole ardente il vicin colle/' 
^Bd fee C. x*.fi. 35. Tht». 

Mr. Thyer muft ba.ve forgotten thefe paflages in Spetifer,. Aen 
Qu. ii. xii. 63. 

** The fmnny beames, which on the biUowes beatJ* 
jfltnd iii« v. 49-. ** When the bright fun his beames thereon doth 
hmij' So Chapman, Ovid'M Btmsuet ofSeitfe^ 1595, v. S. . 

^« with right beames Oie fan her bofom beai.** 

And Fletcher, FtMfd Skeph^rdtfk, A. iv. 

*< The hot fun heatt on it.'' Bowle. 

See alfo R. Niccols,'in the Mir. far Mag. iGlO, p. 875. 
«< While hetrntCt light the earth's broade face Ihall^ifVtf.'' And 
ffaim cxxi. 6. Old traniiation. '< The/im Oiall not finite thee 
by day." Todd. 

VeriS#5. 1 «ie unpierc'd ihade] Sa, in 

{tojrtoif s J^aMn, Song vii. 
** In gloomie fecret Jhade9 nd pierc*t with fommet^s ftinne/^ 

Todd. • 

Ver. 846. Imbrown'd the noontide howen:'] Mr. Thyer oh- 
ferves, that a perfon muft be acquainted with the Italian lan- 
guage to difcem'the force and exad propriety of this term. It is 
a word which their poets make ufe of to defcribe any thiiig (haded. 
See the note ^yn^Mihon's Sommt iii. ver. 1. Todd. 

TOt. III. H 
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(jdroves wiiofe rich trees wept oderotisgums^and 

balm^ 
Others whofe fruit, burniih^d with gol4«ii riodt, 
Hiuig amiable, Hefperian &bks true, 990 

Ver. 248. » wept] JFept^ by the fame beauti- 

ful metaphor, as Ovid fays of the myrrh-tree, Met. x. 500. 
" Fltt tamen : et tepidae manant ex arbbre guttae : 
^* Eft honor et lacrymis.'* Newton. 
Many inftances of this metaphor might be added from our old 
aYid modem poets. I will not omit that of Pope, in his Temple rf 
Fame: 

'* And treet x»eep amber on the banks of Po.'' 
But he borrowed it from an old poet. See Poemi written bjr 
Shakfpeare and^others, 12mo. 1640, fign. Jd» 9^ 
" A tree might drop an amber ieare/' Todd* 

Ver. 250. Hefperian fiibles true, &c.] . Dr. Bentley prefers 
appks to JMe9, and a(ks ^o^fabki can be true any where ? K 
tbey cannot, I wonder how the Dodor^ in his edition of Phacfdf us, 
fufiered the following pafiage to fiand writbout any cenfuxe^ 

^ Hanc emendare^ fi t^oien poffiim, volo 

" Vera febella." 
The firft and moft proper fenfe of the wordfabuhf as all the 
didionaries inform us, is fometbing commonly talked of, whether 
true or falfe : And if Milton ufed the vrordfabie fo here, the 
fenfe is clear of the objedion. But the Dodor would rather 
throw out the words Hejperian appU9 (or fabkt) irue^ If true, 
kereenly,becB.nft (&y9 be) tAe Hefperiam appUe ate reprefenCed 
by the poets as of folid gold, fax from hting rf d^cmt^tiffte. 
This objedion is anfw^d by reading, as I think we ought to do,- 
the whole paflage thu^/ 

** Others^ whofe fruit bumilh'd with.golden rind . 

'' Hung amiable, (Hefperian fables true, 

'^ If true, here only) and of de^cious tafte/^ Pea rcs. 

¥M€8, ftories, as in B. xi. 11. What is fiud of the Hef)wma 
gardens is true bere only ; if all is BOt|nireijiYeBtiMi, this gardea 
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If tru^ here 012I7, and of detidwiA taOe : 
Betwixt them lawns, or level down?, aiyiflodu 
Giazif^ the tender herb^ w^ere interpoad^ 
Ck* palmy hillock ; or the flowery lap 
Of ibme irnguous yalley ipread her ftore, ^5 
Howers of all hue, and without thorn the ro&: 
Another fide, umbrageoi^s grots and caves 
Of cool receis, oef which the mantling, vine ; 
lajs forth her purple grape, ^nd geivt]|y;(;r^pf 

was meant : And moreover thefe fruits have a delicious tafle ^ 
thofe there had none. Ricaakdion. ' 

Ver. 255. — — ^ irriguous] JVell-uatered, fuU of/pringi and 
riUt : It is the epithet of a garden in Horace, Sai. II. iv. !& 
*^Irnguo iiihil eft elutius horto.^ Hums. 

Ver. 256. « and foithout thorn the rqfs .-] Dr. 

Bentley calls the rofe without thorn a puerile fancy. But it 
Aonld be remembered, that It was part of the curfe denounced 
upon the ei/rth for Adam's tranfgreffion, that it ihoold ^ faring 
** forth thorns and thiftfef»'* G^. uu 18. Hence the general 
opinion has prevailed^ that there were no thorns before ; whidi 
is enough to jui^ify a poet, in faying ** lie rqfii wa9.wkhoiU thorn.** 

NXWTOV. 

The rofe witfaoal thorn is a rarity. And^ though it was fiqe 
to imagine fuch an one in Paradiie, could only be au Italian re- 
finement Taflq 19 the original : 

** Senza quei fuoi pungent! ifpidi dumi 

» Spiegd le foglie la purpurea to&Z' Uubd. 

Our own poetiy was in poffeflion of this ** rarit^f*' befote 
Milton's exhibition of it, fupported by veneraUe aathorijg^. See 
Hatru:W9NobkNim^>en, edit. l647i p- 71. 
^ Betee man's falli the rofe was bom 
' ^' (St. Ambrofe fays)^ withoiU the thorn/* 
St. Bafif was of the fame opinion. Milton, in his defcription of 
Pttadife particulariiy, confulted the Fathers. Tonb. 

h2 
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Luxuriant ; mean while murmuring watersfall 260 
Down the Hope hills, di^ers*d, or in a lake. 
That to the fringed baink with myrtle crowrfd 
Her cryflal mirrour holds, unite their ilreams. 
The birds their quire apply ; airs, vernal airs, 
Breathing the fiiiell of field and grove, attune 26s 
The trembling leaves, while univerial Pan, 
Knit with the Graces and the Hours in danoe^ 
Led on the eternal Spring. Not that fair field 

Ver. 264. The birds their qmrt apply;] Spenfer, Fame 
Queeiu, iii. i. 40. 

; " fweet birds thereto <gfflUe 

'' Their dainty layes and dulcet melody.^ BowLX. 

Ibid. ' ■ mrSf vernal ain^ 

Breathing the fmdl of JkU and groivef aiiune 
The trembling ieavet,} Compare alfo ver. 156, and 
Daate, Pnrg, C. zxviii. 

' '' In quefta altena, che tutta k difirioHai 

• ^' Nell' aer %tvo, tal moto percuote, 
<' E ia fooar la felva, fteich* k fplta : 
^* £ la percofla pianta tanto puote, 

** Che della fua virtnte V aura impregna, 
. '^Equdlapoigiraiidointoniofcuote.*' Tobb. 

Ver. 266. > while mrnr/at Pan, kc.'] While 

univerfal Nature, linked with the graceful Seafons, danced a 
perpetual round, and throughout the earth, yet unpolluted, led 
eternal fpring. All the poets favour the opinion of the world's 
cseation in the i^ting. See Viigil, Gearg. II. MS, and Qvid, 
Met. I. 107. That the Graces were taken for the beautiful fta? 
fons, in which all things feem to dance and fmile with an univerfal 
joy, is plain from Horace, Od. IV. vii. 1, &c. And .Homer 
joins both^the Graces and Hours hand in hand with Harmony, 
Youth, and Venus, in his Hymn to Apollo. Htm s. 
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Of Enna^ where Proferpihe gathering flowers, 
Herfelf a fairer flower by gloomy Dis 270 

Was gather d, which coil Ceres all that pain \ 
To feck her through the world; nor that iweet 

grove 
Of Daphne by Orontes, and the inlpird 
Caflalian ipring, might with this Faradife 
Of Eden llrive ; nor that Nyfeian ifle 275 

Girt with the river Triton, where old Cham, 
Whom Gentiles Ammon call and Libyan Jove, 
BSd Amalthea, and her florid ion 
Young Bacchus, from hb ilepdame Rhea*s eye^ 
Nor where Abaflin kings their ifllie guard, 280 

Ver. S69. Enna, AcJ JBiwwi, the grove o/D^kne^ the 

Ngfean Ifle^ and MamU Amara^ are places celebrated by the 
ancieiits for their great beauty. Rich ardson. 

• Ver. 269. lohere Proffirpine gathering flowen,] 

Pro/erpine is here pronoanced with the accent on the fecond fyUT- 
ble, like the Latin, and as Spenfer and the old Engliih poeU pro^ 
ttounceit. Joer. Qif. i. ii. 2. 

'' And fad Frojhfm^i wrath them to affright. Newtok. 

Vcr. 270. Herfe^ a fairer Jhwer by gloomy Dis 

Was gathered,] See Ovid, Met, v. Spl. And 
^compare alfo Euripides, /on, v. 889, &c, of Creufa. Todd. 

Ver. fJS. and the infpir'd 

C^Manfprwg,'] Not that known one al the foot 
of Pamafllis, but that of the grove of Daphne which /orc^o^rf 
Hadrian's advancement to the empire. Richardsok. 

Vcr. 278. Hid Amalthea, attd her florid fim &c.] Bacchus 
is comiponly find to be the fon of Semele, not Amalthea ; but 
Milton here follows Diodorus Siculus, who quotes a moft ancient 
poet as his authority. Richardson. 

Ver. 280. Abaffin ldngs'\ Kings of Upper Ethiopia 
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Mpunt Amara, diongh this by fome fuppos^d 
True Paradife under the Ethiop line 4 
By Nilils* head, enclosed with fhining rock, 
A whdle day s journey high, but wide remote 
From this Aflyrian garden, where the Fiend 285 

or AfnfghAa. The inhkbitflints of this country were called by the 
neighbouring Arabians Hahajlh whence Abijfenes or AbaJJins in 
bur language. See Purchas's Pilgrimage^ 1626, vol. v. p. 734. 

* TOBD. 

Ver. SS\. Mount Amara, &c.] The following pafiagD from 
Heylin's Microcofmus; ifiSZy will explain what Milton relates of 
thjs mountain. *' The hill of Araara is a daye*$ journey high : 
on the toppe whereof are 34 pallaces, in xoMch the yangerfnme^ 
of ike ennperomr art continualiie inclofedy to avoide fedition. They 
injoy there whatfoeuer is fit for delight or princely education* 
&c. This raouDtaine hath but ofte sfcent vp, which is mprtg^ 
Moblieforii/iidt and was deilinate to this ufe anno 470, or there- 
abouU." ToDP. 

Ver. 292. ^nnderike Eihiapime kc] Uuder-the 

Equinodml line, «< where the funne may take, fats beft view thereof^ 
as not encountering in all his long journey with the like theatre, 
wherein the Graces and Mufes are adors, &c.. Once^ Ueau^ 
and Earthy Nature and Induftrie, haue been all corriuals to it, 
all prefenting their beft prefents, to make it of this fo louely pre- 
fence ; /ome taking this for tke place of our Fore-faikers Puradi/e, 
The top is a plaine field, oneiy toward the South there is a rifing 
liily beautifying this plaine, as it were with a watch-tower, noi 
feruing alone to the eye, but yielding alfo a pleafant.fpring which 
paileth through all that plaine, paying his tribunes to euery gar- 
den that will exad it, and making a lake, whence iflueth a riuer, 
which, bening from thefe tops efpied NiluSf nener leaues ieektdg 
to finde him, whom he cannot leaue both 10 feeke and finde, 
that by his dire^lion and conueyance bee may together with 
Um prefent himfelfe before the father and great king of waters, 
the Sea.'' Purchas's ItUgrimagef I626, vol. v. p. 743. Topd. 

Ycr. 285. From tUs Aflyrian gvdeHf] Milton here follows 
3 
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Saw, undelighted, all delight, all kind 
Of living creatures, new to fight, and firange. 
Two of far nobler ihape, ered: and tall. 
Godlike ere<^ with native honour clad 
In naked maje% feem'd lords of all : 290 

^And worthy feem'd; for in their looks divine 
The image of their glorious Maker fhone. 
Truth, wildom, ianditude fevere and pure, 
(Severe, but in true filial freedom plac*d,) 
Whence true authority in men; though both 295 

Strabo, who coiuprehends Mffupotnmia in the ancktit Affyrh. 

RiCHAEDiOjr. 

^ Ver. 293. Truths XDifdom, fanSHindt fivere anJpurt^ 
{Sevax, btd in true filial freedom plac*di) 
Whence true authority in men;] The middte verfe 
ought to have been put thus in a parenthefis ; for the true autho- 
rity in men arifes, not from filial freedom^ but from their having 
truths wi/dam, and fat^^ude feoere and pure, that is^ Arid holi- 
nefs; which are qualities to give to inagiilrates true authorit^^ 
that proper aulhorit}- which they may want, who yet have legal 
authority. This is Milton's meaning: and, for explaining the 
word fevere^ he inferts a verfe, to fhew that he does not mean 
fuch ^/anditude and holinefs as is rigid and audere, but (Vich 
as is plated in filial freedm/n ; alluding to the fcriptuml ezpreflions, 
.which reprefent good Chriftians as free and as the foM of God : 
on which foundation our obedience. (from whence onr fandttuda 
arifes) is B.fiUaly and not a flaviAi one ; a revereace, rather than 
a fear, of the Deity. Newton, 

Ver. 295. though both 

Not equal J as their fes not equal feem'di] Let us 
caropare this, and what foUpws in tlie twelve fubfequent lines, 
with what a certain writer has faid upon the fame fubjcd ; whom, 
•from fcveral pafiages in his work, it may reafonably'be inferred 
that Milton confuUed. ** Likewife is the male fex preferred be- 
fore the female in degree of place and in dignltie,' as all will yield 
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Not equd, as their fex not equal ieem'd ; 
For contemplation he and valour form'd; 
For foftnefs fhe and fweet attra&ive grace ; 
He for God only, ihe for God in him : 
His fair large front and eye fubHme declared a«o 
Abfolute rule ; and hyadndiine locks 

that confider the words of Scripture in that behalf: for the . 
woman was made for roan, and not man for the woman. He i» 
the image and glory of God ; Shee is his image and his glory : 
and nature hat given her, her hair for a covering, as a natural 
badge of this her inferiority to the man/' William Whatele/s 
Bride^Bufi, l6l9, p, 201. Bowu. 

Ver. 299. He for God only^Jhefor God in km ;] The author 
gave it thus, fays Dr. Bentley* 

** He for God only, (he for Oo6 and him.*' 
The oppolition demonftrates this, and, ver, 440, Eve fpeaks to 
Adam, 

: " O thou/or tchom 

" And from whom 1 was formM— ** 
Dr, Pearce approves this reading of Dr. Bentley, and to the proof 
which he brings, adds B. x. 150. 

" made of ihee 

'< And/or thee." 
And indeed, though fome have endeavoured to juftify the com- - 
mon reading, yet this is fo much better, that we cannot but wifli 
itVas admitted into the text. Newtok. 

Milton, in the turn of the expreflion here, might poflibly have 
fome obligation to lViflb*8 Armida and Rinaldo^ Gier. JJb. C. Kvi, 

•^ L* uno di fervitfi, Faltra de I'impero 
' **^g]onsLi eUatn/e/effa^edegkinlei.'* Ddnster. 

Ver. 301. r hyacinthine locks} Minerva, in 

Homer, gives Ulyfies kyacintkine locks, to make him look more 
beautiful, Odjifr^ 232, Euilathius interpreU kyacinikine by 
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R«und from- his parted fordock manlj hung 
ClufleriDg, bat not beneath his ihoulders broad : 
Sb^ as a veil, down to the ilender waiil: 



Htck ; and Satdas, by Ofr^ dark bnmn : And Milton, in like 
mantier, means brawn or black locks, diftinguifliing Adam's hair 
horn fiveTs in the colour, as well as in other particulars. Newto v. 

Poilibly Milton may mean that Adam's locks were curled lik^ 
blolToms of the hyacinthi without any allufion to the colour. 
The paflage in Homer, to which dodor Newton's note refers, is' 
thus rendered by Cowper; 

** His curling locks like hyaeinthine flowers." 
So, as Mr. Dunfter alfo obferves. Queen Helen is defcribed with 
** iacuUk hair curled by nature, but intercurled by art," Sidney's 
Jrcad. ed. 167^9 p- 59. For cl^fiering locks, fee the note on 
ComuMp Ten 54. Todd. 

Ver. 304. Ske^ a$ a vdl^ down to ihejknder watjt 

Her madom'd golden trejes kc] In like manner 
Bfaiinb paints his Venus, Adon. C. viii« ft. 46. , 

'^ Onde a guifa d'un vel dorato, e folto 

** Celandpjl bianco feu ttk Tonde loro, 

^ III mille ninutiffimi rufcelli 

** Dal capo featurir gli aurei capelli.*' 
The poet lias, I think, ihowed great judgment and delicacy in 
ftToiding in this place the entering into a circumAantial defcnption 
of ^ve's beauty. It was, no doubt, a very tempting occafion of 
yviog an indulgent loofe to his^ &ncy : fince the moil lariih ima* 
{^nation could not poflibly carry too high the charms of woman, 
as Ihe firft came but of the hands of her heavenly Maker. But, 
OM a ^dure of this kind would have been too light and gay for 
the graver turn of Milton's plan, he has very artfully mentioned 
the charms of her perfon in' general terms only, and direded'the 
nailer's attention more particularly to the beauty of her mind. 
Moft great poets have laboured in a particular manner the de- 
lineation of their beauties, (Ariofk/s Alcina, Taflb^ Armida, and 
Spenbr's Belphttbe,) and it is very probable that the portrait of 
Eve would have rivalled them all, if cthe chaHe eorcednefs of bur 
ailtl^'sMttfe, had' not retrained him^ ^ TnTxa. 
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Her unadorned golden trefles wore sot 

Diiheveird^ but in wanton rii^ets wav'd 
As the vine curls her tendrils^ which implied 

Ver. 305. golden trejes] This fort of b«ir wm 

moil admired and celebrated by the ancients, I fuppofe as it ufually 
betokens a fairer ikin and finer complexion. It would be almoft 
endlefs to quote paflages to this purpofe in praife of Helen, and the 
other famous beauties of antiquity. Venus herfelf, the Goddefs 
of beauty, is defcribed of this colour and complexion; and therc« 
fore is filled golden VenuSf XC^ *A^^r%, by Homer, and VexuM 
aurea by Virgil. As Milton had the tafte of the ancients in other 
things, fo likewife in this particular. He muft ceKainly have pre* 
fef red this to all other colours, or he would never have beftowed 
it upon Eve, whom he designed as a pattern of beauty to all her 
daughters. And poffibly he might at tha fame time intend a 
compliment to his wife; for I remember to have heard from a 
gentleman who bad feen his widow in Chefliire, that fht had kair 
of this coloura It is the more probable, that he intended a com- 
pliment to his wife in the drawing of Eve; as it is certain, that be 
drew the portrait of Adam not without rc«;ard to his own perfon, 
of which he had no mean opinion. Newtov. 

I think it probable, that Milton had here in view Spenfer's 
defcription of Britomartis, Faer, Qu. iv. i. 13. 

■ " her golden lockes^ that were npbound 

** Still in a knot, unto her heeles downe traced, 
^< And Hke aJUken veile in compafle round 
** About her backe and all her bodie wound/^ Todd. 

Ver. 307. At ike vine &c«] See Merrick's note on Tryphio- 
dorus's defcription of the Trojan horfe, Gr. edit p. 13. En(^ 
ledit. p. 21. A;uMnA«( «$ »• T. A. Todd. 

. Ibid. ■ which impUed 

Subfeaiak,} The poet m^i'feftly alludes to St 
Paul's firft EpiAle to the Corinthians, chap. zi. 14, 15. He adds* 
that this fubfedion was refuir*^ by him wiih gentUfnenf^ mnd 
jfidded bif her^ but it was h^ recmed ky kim^ when yielded wiik 
foy fvibndffian^ mod^ pride^ etndfweet^ reh&antf mnmrtrnt dday; 
which is exprefibd with noie elegance than that admired paBiqt» 
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Subjediob, but requir d with gentle l^ay. 
And by her yiddedy by him beft recdv d, 
Tkkled with coy iubmiffioo, modeft pride^ sio 
And fweet, reludant; amorous delay. 
Nor thole m3rii:erious parts were then conceal'd; 
Then was not guilty ihame^ diihoneil ihame 
Of nature's works, honour diihonourable. 
Sin-bred, how have ye troubled all mankind 315 
, Withlhows inflead, merelhowsof ieeming pure^ 
And banifh*d from man s life his happieil lite. 
Simplicity^ and ipotleis innocence! 



ID Horace, which no doubt Milton had in his thoughts. Od. lU 
xii. 26. 

i*— ** facili fflBTitia.ni^t 

** Quae pofcente magis gaudeat eripi, 
*< Interdum rapere occupat/' NBWToir. 

Ver* SI 1. And/weetf reluQamt^ amorous delay.] Copied literallj 
,by Pope, (who in his veriion of Homer, is indebted to Milton 
for numerous beauties,) Odgf, ix. 32. 

«* With fwcet, reludant, amorous delay." Toon. 

Vcr. 513. honour di/htmourMe^ He alludes 

to I. Cor. xii. 24. '' And thofe members of the body, which we 
think to be lefs honourabk; upon thefe we beftow more abundant 
hrnxmr,** But that honour^ is really a dijkonour; a token of our 
ikU, and an indication of our guilt* Innocent nattHre made no 
foch diftindion. Ntwroir. 

Milton ufes the phrafe, in hh Colq^erion: *^ Belike then the 
wrongful fuffering of all thofe fad breaches and abufes in marriage 
to a remedilefs thraldom, is the ftrength and honour of marriage; 
a boiAerous and beilial ftrength, a dijhonourdble honour'* Todd* 

Ver. 315. • haw htru ye iroidfhi] ' Should we Dot 

read, ^^ Siu-bred, how have you troubled/' &c. for, what is h4 
fpeaking to belides SAomef Newtov. 
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So pafs'd thej naked on^ nor ihimn*d the l^ht 
Of God or Angd; for they thoi^ht no ill: $20 
So band in hand they paifi'd» the loveiieft pair; 
That ever fihce in love 5 embraces met; 
Adam the goodlieft man of nien Unce born 

Ver. 323. Adam ike goodli^ man of men &c.] Thefe (wo 
lines are cenfured by Addifon, and are totally rejedled by Dr. 
Beiitley, as implying that Adam was one of hi« fous, and Eve 
pne of her daughters: But this manner of expr^ffion is borrowed 
from the Greek language, in which we find fometimes the fuper- 
lativtt degree ufed inftead of the comparative. The meaning 
therefore is, that Adam was a goodlier man than any of his fons'» 
and Eve fairer, than her daughters. So Achilles is faid to have 
bee^ mutiko^itmTH J^Xm, Iliad, u 505; that is, more ihort-lived 
thab others. So Nireus is faid to have been the handfomeft of 
the other Grecians, IHad^ ii. 67$» 

And the fame manner of fpeaking has pafled from the Greeks to 
the Latins. So a freed woman is called in Horace^ Sat, I. i. KXh 
fortijfma Tyndartdammy not that /he was one of the TyndaridsPy 
but more brave than any of them. And, as Dr. Pearce obfervvs, 
fo Diana is feid'by one of the poets to have been camUum jml- 
derrimaf not one of her own companions, but more bandfema 
than any of them. And I believe a man would not be corjreded 
for writing falfe £ng)i(h, who (bould fay ike mq^ karued of all 
Mere inilead of mare learned ikan all otkeri. Newton. 

* Sir John Carr, in his entertaining Work, TkeSiranger in Ireland, 
offers to the reader a collodion of perfe^ knUsf which he dofea 
with this remark: ^* the prize Ml belongs to Milton, who, in 
his Paradife Loft, fings, 

'' Adam the goodlieft man of men Jince bom 
" Hii/ons, tkefmreft of ker daagkters Eve." 
The iaretious knigfit had never attended to the preceding note. 
It would have induced him to have been not fo ha^ in making 
his exquifitely witty decifion, and to have appeared not fo regard- 
lefs of ancient learning, as to confound a claffical mode of ex- 
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I£s foDSf the &ireft of her daughters Ere. 
Under a tuft of ihade that on a green 32^ 

praflhm with an Iriib biill I PoffiUy Milton had fatrt in view allh 

Sir David Lyodfay's MomarcUt: 

" Als cunnyng clerkis dois conclude, 

** Adam precellit in pulchritude, 

<* Maift iiaturally and thej'on^ man^ 

** That ever was, fen the world began ;f— 

" And Eva, the fairefi creature^ 

" That ever wes formit be nature." Todi>. 

Yen 325. Under a hft cfjhade that on a grten ftc] The 
fender may compare this, and the nine following verfes, with a 
defcription of the fame hind in the Sarcatis of Mafenius; a poem 
from which Milton has been charged with borrowing : And, thougH 
he may perceive fome refemblances of thought and expreffion, 
accideiital, perhaps rather than imitatfv^ilie will acknowledge, in 
Milton's painting, thofe mafteHy beauties, and that exquifita 
cdoaring, which ^* give the world aflurahoT of his originality: 
See the SmvotU, Lib. i. p. 93» edit. Barfoou« 

** Blanda quies, ied ioempta placet; formofaque pifth 
' *' Herba toris, rofeb qnam Chloris purpurat criftro, 
^' Quamque omat Nalura parens, ubi. blandior aura 
' ** Allttdit placido fomnum fdtura fufurro. 
*'• Bie menfts geaialis opes, et dapfilis arbos '.* 

** Frudibus inflezos, fecundo palmite, ramos 
*' Curvat ad obfequium, prsb^tque alimenta petenti.'^ Todd. 

Milton appears to me here to have obligations to the padiage o^ 
the Sarcotis. I mnft alio obferve^ that Milton, where he is uu; 
doobtedly to be traced, ftill abounds in ** thofe maA^rly beauties^ 
and that exquifite colouring/* which in other poets is a' certain 
index of originality. But I conceive that, when Milton in his 
vaft and extenfive. reading met with any poetical idea that was 
congenial to his own vivid and taiiafiil imagination^ he boldly 
feized it, and confidered as bis own, and worked upon it with the 
lame noble confidence undimtl^iflied by that fenfe of plagiarifnu 
and uureftrained by thofe fiiackles of fervile imitation, that maiiL 
the common '* pecus ImiiljkM'umJ* D^wsxeiu 



Digitized by 



Google 



no PARADISE LOST. book iv. 

Stood whifpering foft, by a firdh fbantain fide 
They iat them down; and^ aHer no. more toil 
Of their iweet gardening labour than fuffic d 
To recommend cool Zephyr, and <nade eafe 
More eafy, wholefome thirft and appetite 330 
More gratefiil/to their fupper-fruits they fell. 
Nectarine fruits which the compliant boughs 
Yielded them, iide-lofig as they Iat recline 
On the foft downy bank damalk'd with flowers: 
Theiavouiy pulp they chew, and in the rind, 335 
Still as they thirfied, icoop the brimming flream; 
Nor gentle purpofe, nor endearing fmiles 
Wanted, nor youthful dalliance, as beieems 
Fair couple, link'd in happy nuptial league. 
Alone as they. About them frifking play*d 340 
All beafls of the. earth, iince wild, and of all chsdk 
In wood or wildemeis, forefl or den; 
Sporting the lion rampM, and in his paw 
Dandled the kid; bears, tigers, ouhces, pards. 
Gambolled before them; the unwieldy elephant 

Ver. 334. Oh thtfqft downy bank damaikM vaith flowers:] To 
tamajk the ground With flowers, was a fayotiritepbrafe among our 
old poets. Thus P. Fletcher, Furp. IJl. C. xii. ft. 1. 

— — ^— •* upon the flowrie hanks^ 
" Where various^^enver^ damq/ke the fragrant feat.*' 

See alfo G. Fletcher, Ckri/lfM Via. p. ii. ft. 41« And Drayton^ 
Mv/et EUz. Ifi50, p. 1. TiaoB. 

Ver. 337* Nor gentle purpofe,] Spenfer, Faerie Queene, iii. 
viii. 14. 

** He 'gan make gcnik pmjfqfe to 1m daae.'^ Tatie. 
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To 'Uttfas dism mkth, us'd all his mighty and 
wreathed 34fi 

Hb lithe proboicis; cloie the ferpent %, 
Jnfinuatixigy wove with 6op£an twine 
His braided train, and of his fatal guile 
Qare procMf unheeded; others on the graft bso 
Couch'4 and now filFd with pafture gazing iat. 
Or bedward ruminatLng; for the fiin, ' 

Ver. 347. Hii Hike probofcis;] Hi& Limber trunk, fo plianl 
and ufefxil to him^ that Cicero calls it ^ elephantorum tnanvmp' 
tlid clephant'3 Affirrf. Uvmk. 

Ver. 348. In/muatrngy'] Wrapping, or rolling op, and as it 
irere ^mbofooiing hitnfelf* Smuqfui andjmuare^ are words Dtten 
xiied by Virgil, to exprefs the >vinding motions of ibis wily 
animal. Hume. 

Ver, 349. ^ and of his fatal guile 

Gate proof imkeededj] That intricate form, into 
which he put himfeU^ wma a fprt of iymbol or tyjpe of. bis frawV 
though not then regarded. Richardsok. 

Milton is lai^er in the defcription of the ferpent, than of any 
of the other animals, and very jadicioufly, as he is afterwards 
made the inftrument of fo much mifchief : And at the fi^me tima 
be gives an intimation of hh fatal guUe^ to prepare the reader for 
what follows. Newtok. 

Ver. 352. Or Mwar(2 ruminating;] Cbewing the cad befca^ 
they go to reil. HuvB. 

ThomfoD, in hts^ionmer, paints his herds from Milton: 

" on tb&graflTy bank 

'' Some ritimnaiwg lie." 
And Mjkon probably bad Ariofto in view, as Mr. Bowie alfo ob* 
ierves, Orl. Fur. C. vi. ft. 22. 

** Sicuri fi vedean l^ri, e conigli^ 

♦* E cervi con la fronte alta e fuperba'; 

<< Seilza temcTy cb' «lcun gli uccida^ opigliy •' 

** Pafcono, o ftanfi rummando Y erba." To»9. . 
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Deqlin'd, was haffing now with prone caieer 
To the ocean ifles, and in the afcending ibale 
Of Hearien thenars that uflier evening roie: ss^ 
When Satan flill in gaze, as firft he ftood^ 
Scarce thus at lei^h fail'd ipeedi recovered iad. 
O Hell! what do muie eyes with grief behold! 
Into our room of bliis thus high advanced 
Creatures of other mould, earth-bom perhaps^sto 
Not Spirits, yet to heavenly Spirits bright 
X'ittle inferiour; whom my thoughts purine 
With wonder, and could love, fo Hvely ihines 
In them divine refembknce, and iiich gr»ce 
The hand that form'd them on their ihape hath 

pOUr'd. 865 

Ah! gentle pair, ye little think how nigh 
Your change approaches, when all thefe delights 
Will vaniih^and deliver ye to woe; 



Ver. 354. ■ m the a/cendifig fcalc 

Of Heaven] Milton feems to have borrowed kis 
Aietapbor of the fcales of Heaven, weighing night and day, the 
one afcending as the other finks, from the heavenly iign, UbrOf 
or the balance ; for when the fun is in that fign, as he is at tke 
itttiimiud equinox, the days and nights are equal, as if weighed 
in a balance. Newton. 

Ver. 357. Scarce Mtw at length fnTd fpeeck recovered yM.] 
Though Satan came in quell of Adam and Eve, yet he is ftruck 
with fuch aftoniihment at the fight of them, that it is a long time 
before he can recover his fpeech, and break forth into this fo- 
liloquy : And, at the fame time, this dumb admiration of Satan 
^ves the poet the better opportunity of enlar^ng his defcription 
of them. This is v^ry beautiful. Nbwton. 

Ver. S£2. Uttk ja^rsoer;] See Pfabn vui. 5, and Hct. 
it 7. Newmv. 



Digitized by 



Google 



BoofKiY. PARADISE LOST, lid 

More woe, the more ybiir tafle is now of joy ; 
Happy, but for fo happy ill fecur'd 370 

Long to continue, and this high feat your Heaven 
lU fene'd for Heaven to keep out fuch a foe 
As now is enter'd^ yet no purposed foe 
To you, whom I cduld pity thus forlorn, 
Though I unpitied: League with you I fed:, i7^ 
And mutual amity, fo ilrait, fo clof^ 
Hiat I with you muft dwell, or you with mie 
Henceforth; my dwelling hapty may not pleaie, 
lake this fair Paradiie, your ienfe; yet fuch 
Accept your Maker s work; he gave it me^ aso 
Which I as freely give: Hell ihall unfoldi 
To entertain you two, her wideft gates. 
And fend fordi all her kings; there will be room> 
Not like thefe narrow limits, to receive 
Your numerous oaring; if no better place, ass 
Thank him who puts me loth to this revenge 
On you who wrong me not for him who wrongU - 
And'fhould I at your harmleis innocence 



Vcr. 381. '■' ■ titttJhaltunfMf 

To entertam jfou txvo, her videft gaiei^ 
Andfthdfwih all her kmgs;^ Ifinah x!v. 9, ^^ Hell 
from beneath is moved for thee to meet thee at thy coming : it 
ftirreth op the dead for thee, even all the chief ones of the 
earth : it hath raifed up from their thrones all the lings of the 
nations.'* Gillies. 

Ver. S86. hth to thie reoenge] Compare the 

Herculee Furetu qf Zmpides, v* 858. 

VOL. III. I 
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i;4 PARADISE LOST. Bote tv. 

Meh^ as I do^ jet puiblick reaioA ju4. 
Honour and emjnre With revenge enkrg'd^ 390 
Bf CTHqueriAg this new wortd, compete itte tio w 
To do what elTe, thoujgh damn d, I fliould ttbhot. 

So ^ke the Fiends and. with fiSceffit j, 
The tyrant s plea» excused his deriliih d^s. 
Theh from hiB lofty fissAd on that high trcA s^ 
Down he alights among the fpotthl he«d 
(XHmA imu>iboted kiiids» himfdf tioW OM^ 
Kow other^ as th^ ifaape ferv'd bdl his tnA 
Nearer to view his pKy, and, ut«%ittd> ^9^ 
To mask \»liat of their Aoile be iMte W^gh^ 1^ 
By wbtd or aAloh mbik'dt About Ihein Imihd 
A lion .nohnr be ihdks With Atfy glaM; 



Vcr. 389. -^ ■ - ' ■ yetpt>lick HApijtJt, ike] I^Ublick 
rwfoB fwdbpefc w; and tkai pubitt Mblbi 1^ MbMr Mfl Mlipite 
enlutged with revonge^ I9 coii«|aerii^ t^is ivw 1»4rilft Attl 
thys ^'tan is 'made to plead fubUck reafonjn^y and nec^ty^ t9 
dK^'M^ i^i^ ieeih) ite fyroy^f* fifdi, to t^e poet cdllsit) 
{>rol>ably vitfa « WW to h% om ddMI^ Vnl |>irilH*iVlf l6 lite 
plea for fliip-money. Nbwtoit. 

The fame plea is faid to have been Cromweirs apol<)gj^ for (he 
murder of the king. Cor it is related that, on the evening of 
the execution of Chdrles, the arch-hypocrite walked round the 
^ofpfe, as it lay in ode df the rooms at Whitehall^ muflled up ia 
41 I6lkg bkck cloak, and repeating to himfelf, " Dreadful nectfit^f* 
Se^ £urop« Mag. vol. xx. p. \06y and the Anecdotes of difiin- 
guTlhed perTons, &c. voU i» p. 2^4* Tot>D. 

Ver. 40S. A lion now he fidk* with fiery glare \\ It is not 
jmprobabte, t\kX MittoYi hil^hl borrow the metamorphofis of 
Satan, on his firft fight of 'l^&tadife, frohi the'^agan idea of the ' 
f f oi ii tCTM tionqf Ba u iii p; l utip ii> -B^wriNr. V. IW3. #1. Bkitnes, 
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BOOK IT. PARADISE LOST. 1 1 5 

Then as a tiger, who by chailce hath ipied 
In feme purlieu two gentle fawns at play^ 
dtndghtcauchesdoi^then^ rifing, changes oft4ol 
Hiscouchant watch/ aSonewhocholehisghMmdi 
Whenoeftiihing,heiflight iureft &i2e them bdt&i 
Griped in eaeh paw : when, Adam firft of VMn 
To firft of women Eve thus moving ipeechi 469 
Turn'd bim^ all (tat to hear new uttei^adoe ^m^ 
Solepartner> mA fole part, 6f dl theib joysi 
Dearer thyfelf than all ; heids muft thePow«f 
That made us, and f6r us this ample woiSd, 

And thi^ probaliilify is incrcafed by tfae image^ which (Conveys th^ 
idea of the wiifi^lkim 9im, JoMMfft Uiaftr. of Rnrii^defti vol. iJb 
p. 452. Toj;]>w 

Ver. 410* TunCdUmfhc^ Th« ellipfis of the pt^tmnH 
in this place, produces no inconfiderable obfcufity. Take th« 
pa&ge by itfilff, wHhaut ettcjaixfeg who is really (be n^lffpeaker, 
and it certainly would feem that Adam turns himfelf thus eagerly 
aMemsye to bear Eve's fir&fpeach to him. But it is in faA SaMn, 
who, ifpoQ this occafion, tum'd him« all ear 6u:. A comnsa ftoiil^ 
be placed after whm^ to indicate Adam*9 mofcmg Jjfeeeh to bo in 
the ablative cafe abfolute. This is requiiite to clear the paflagi. 

DVKSTEft* 

Ver. 4U. S^pwrUuty wdfikpart, rfMtkrf€J4^9il fe 
the paflagt ooght to be read, I t^ink, with a comma after part: 
And of here fignifies €m(mg. The fenfe is^ Among all thefe joyt 
thou alone art my partnej^ and,, what is moie^ thou akte art 
part of mt, as ia ver* 487, 

*" fa^ of my foul Iteifcthee, and thee dtaiw 
«<lfj«lherhaU:'' 
Q^, ia Milton, frequently fignifies amonf^. Pxarcs. 

12 
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116 PARADISE LOST. 90ayiv.r 

Be infibitely goo^^ ahd of hi9 good 
As liberal and free as infinite ; 415 

That raised Us from the duft and placed us here 
In all this happineis^ who ^t his hand 
Haye nothing merited^ nor can perf<mn 
Aught whereof he hath need ; he who requires 
From us no other iervice than to keep . 430 

This one, this eafy charge, of all tt^e trees 
In Faradiie that l^ear delidpus fruit 
So variouji, not to taAe.that only tree 
Of knowledge, planted by the tree of life; 
So near grows death to life, whate er death is,425 
Some dreadful thing no doubt; for well thou 

know'ft 
God hath pronounc'd it death to tafle that tree. 
The only fign of our obedience left. 
Among fo many ligns of power and rule 
Conferred upon us, and dominion given 430 
Over all\other creatures that po£e6 

* Ter. 419- ^yght wkertofke haih need }] From ASm xtii. 25. 
^ Neitber it wodhipped with men's handls, as though ke needpi 
any thing/' Gillii8« - 

Ver. 4S1 . This one, tkii eafy cXarge, Sec] It was very natural 
for Adam to difcourfe of this; and this was what Satan wanted 
more particularly to learn : And it is expreflM from God's com- 
mand^ Om. ii. l6j 17. Ill like manner, when Adam &ys after-' 
wasds ** damimm gmm oper nU ^ker crvahiret dcc/^ it is taken 
from the divine commiffion, Otn. i. M. Thefe things are fo evi- 
dtaty that it is almoft fuperfluous to mention them. If we take 
notice of thequ it is thai eyeFy reader may be fenfible how much 
of Scripture our author has wrought into this divioa poem. 

. , NjiWTOir- 
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Barth^ air, and lea. Hien let us not think hard 
One eafy prohibition, who enjoy 
Free leave fo large to all things elie, and choice 
Unlimited of manifold delights: 485 

But let us ever praife him, and extol * 
His bounty^ following our delightfid talk. 
To prune thefe growing plants, and tend thefe 

flowers, 
Which were it toilibme, yet with thee were 
fweeL 
To whom thus Eve replied. O thou for 
whom 440 

And from whom I was form'd, flelh pf thy flelh. 
And without whom am to no end, my guide 
And head! what thou haft faid is juft and right 
For we to him indeed all pfaifes owe. 
And daily thanks ; I chiefly, who enjoy 445 
So far the happier lot, enjoying thee 
Pre-eminent by fo much odds, while thou 
like confort to thyfelf canft no where find. 
That day I oft remember, when from fleep 
I firft awak'd, and found myfelf reposed ' 450 



Ver. 449. That day I ofi remenAer^ From this, as well as 
feveral otbef paflages in tbe poem, it appeal^, that the poet fop-t 
pofes Adam and Eve to have been created, and to have lived 
many days in Paradife bef6re the Fall. See B. iv. 6^9, 680^ 
712, and B. v. 31, &c. NtwTOir. 

Ver. 450. IJirJl awak'd,] As death is often compared to 
Jtepj fo our coming into life may well be likened to woking : 
And Adam fpeaks in the fame figiir^; B. viii, 253,. . 
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And what I was, whitncci thitber brought, and 

how* 
Not diilant far from thrice a murmuring iound 
Of waters iiitied from, a cave, and fpread 
Into a liquid plain, then* iiood wimov d 4di 
Pure as the expanfe of Hearim ; I thither went 
With unexperienced thought, and laid rae down 
On the green bank:» to look into the dear 

'< A9 nm-'mVd from fouadeft Heq^, kc!* 
Jf we compare his account of himfelf upoa hU fm^troiiy with 
this l^ere given by Eve ; the beauty and propriety of each will 
appear to greater advantage. Nbwtoh, 

Ver. 451. Under a Jkadt oTiJhwers^ The fecond edition 
ItaSs, ^^ Under a (hade ^ powers/' which has been foUo\fe«) in 
Tonfon's earlier editions; but Tickelli Fenten, Bentley^ and 
Newton, rightly follow the firft edition, '< Under a fhade on 
lowers,'' Torepofe m Jhwert und$r ajhaie^ is fo elegant an 
expreflion; and to repofe ffmr^md&r ajka^^ ^Jhw^t^^ f^ |nfif« 
nificant ; that I an| perfuaded the reading of (he fecoad editipa 
mnft be an errour of the prefs, Todd. 

Vet. 45t. to lo9k inta the clear 

Bm^H kir,] This acaount that Gve gives «f hor 
froning to # lalu^ w^ there falling in love with \»r 9wn 1191^ 
when flie bad feen no other human creature, is much more pro- 
bable and natural, as well as more delicate and beautiful, than 
the famous (lory of NaicilTiis and Ovid ; from whom Milton ipa^ 
pifeilly tooH the hint^ and has expredly imitated (ome paflTages \ 
\v^t ha$ avoided all his puerilities virithout lot^ng ^ny qf his beau« 
tif9 J CM the reader pay eafily obferv^ b^ comparii^ both tof/^ 
fher, Meti iii. 4^7f </ 

** Spem mihi nefcio quam vultu promittis amico : 
^ ^mque ego porrexi tibi brabhia, porrigis ultro : 
^ 6um rifi, arrides : Lacrymas quoque facpe notayii- 
•* Me l^crymante, tuas. ■■ w ■■ ■ . ■ 
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Smooth M(^, |h»t to ia9 fe0Hi'4 KOQthfif ^y, 
Aa I bcijt ^wft 1)» Wl. JU^ fi99Qf>^ **> 

A flwpf withip the vate^y ^\etun Apf>«ur*4» • 
Sending to \^k oamfi'- I fiirted Im^h 
It flirted back; \»«t.t»l9i«'d I foon retitfuU 
Fleas'd it retmu'd 9s ^n with anfweiii^ )odhil 
Of Jijmpathy and love : Tliere Ihad fis'd 408 
Mine eyes till now, and pin d with vain'defire, 
Ha4 not a yedoe thus wam'd mc; *^ What thim 

^ What th?re thim ftei^ ^r Creatum ia tl^lf; 
" With thee it oaaeaDd goeat hut follow me, 
'^ Attd I will hnng tihcb wharefioihadQvi^^^v 470 
'' Thy eomiq^ and thy ioft emhracei^ he 
** WhaSa iongB thou art i him tlio« ihalt iP nW 
'f Infepanb^ thiiw, ta Uihihalt brav 
" Multitiulea HJec thy&IT, and thepoe he cadVit 
* Mother of hmaanxace." What opitld I df^^r^ 

" Ifta repercufl^, qqam cernis, imagioU umbra eft: ° 
*' Nil habet ifta fm ; TCcuin v«nitc|ue, manitque ; 
*' Ticum difcedet, ft to difcedere poiBs.* MewtovI 

I ci^qot help remarking, bow the (lory of Narciflus is improyed 
\y this application. The fame might be faid of aln)oft every paf- 
f^e Milton has borrowed from the ancienta. Tlie improvement 
is to obvious in one main pircumftance, tl)af it feems needleft to 
mention it : Yet, as I do not remember thiit Mr. Addifbn has 
rfeoe it, i will joit obf«nre, that the wai^t of prohafaUity that 
VtMiflvttf who had livpd vn lbcitty» ^nld be fo fiir deceived dl 
to take an ima^ in the water for a veality, is here tetaliyrev 
moved. We may apply to Milton on this occaiion what Arifiotle 
fttys of V4^mXf xiu be m^ 9«l9t» frw lO )^ prop^fiy* 

3 
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But follow ftraight, inviiibty thus kd ? 
Till I dpied tbee, fair indeed and tall. 
Under a platane; yet methought left fair, 
Leis winning foft, left amiably mild, A79 

Than that fmooth watery image: Back I tum'd ; 
Thou^llowing cry'dft aloud, '^ Return, fair Eve; 
'' Whom fly'ft thou ? whom thou fly'ft, of him 

thou art, ... 
^ His fleih, his bone; to give thee being I lent 
* Out of my fide to thee, neareft my heart, 
^ Subftantial life, to have thee by my lide 484 
^ Henceforth an individual folace dear; 
^ Part of my foul I feek thee, and thee claim 
^ My other half r^* With that thy gentle hand 
Seis'd mine : I yielded; and ftom that time fee 
How beauty is excell'd by manly grape, 490 
And wifdom, which albne b truly fair. 
So ip^e our general mother, and with, eyes 

Ver, 47a. ^-« — a,platane ;] The plane-tr^t, fo named from the 
breadth of its leaves, w^ari^, Greek, broad; a tree ufeful and 
delightful for its extraordinary (hade, Virgil, Georg, iv, 14€« 
** Jamque miiuitranteiq phtanum potantibus qmbram/' 

Hume, 
Tickell and Fenton porruptly read a pia^tan ; a tree very di& 
fcrtnt from that which Milton means^ and which Spenfer calla 
♦' the^tfn round/' F, Q. i. i, 9. TopD. 

Yen 4SSt Bk Jk/k, his b<me;] The Scripture axp^effion, 
Bern. ii. 23 ; as, afterwards, « Pari rf m^ /only My otker kalfi^ 
is from Horace, Oi. X- iii. %. ^< Animas dimidium men/^ 

NfiWToir* 
y^. 49%. Spjpake our genertd matker, mid with eift$ 

Of cofffygal aitraSum mrtproti^d, &€.] What a 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOOK 1V2 PARADISE LOST.* ut 

Of conjugal attraction unreprov'd. 
And meek ibrrender, half-embracing lean*d 
On our firft father ; half her iwelling bre^ 4£0 
Naked met his, under the flowing gold 
X)f her loofe trefles hid : he in delight 
Both of her beauty, and fubmifliye charms, 
Bmil'd with iiiperiour love, as Jupiter • / 

cbarming piifture of love and innocence bas tbe poet given us in 
this paragraph ! There isthegreateft warmth of affection, and yet 
the moft exad delieacy an6 decorum. One would have thought 
that a fccne of this nature could not, with any confiftency, have 
been introduced into a divine poem ; and yet oar author has fo 
nicely and judicioiifly covered the foft defcription with the veil 
of inodefly, that the pureft and chafteft mind can find no room 
for ofience. The meek Jurrendery and the ha^ embracemeiU^ are 
circtMfiftnces inimitable. An Italian's imagination would have 
hurried him the length of ten or a dozen ilanaasupon this occafion, 
and with its luxuriant wildnefs changed Adam and Eve into a 
Venus and Adonis. Thtxr. 

Ver. 492. = unreprovM,] So the notaa 

on DAUegrOf ver. 40. Spenfer, as Mr. Thyer has noticed, has 
'* unreprov'd truth/' Faer. Qti. ii. vii. 16. And thus Greene to his 
wife at the end of his Groatfwortk Worth of WU, ^6S^. ** The 
remembrance of many wrongs offered thee, and thy unreprooed 
virtues, &c/* ToDp* 

Ver. 499. Smitd wUhJi^eriourhoe, oi Jvpiter , 

On Juno Jimiei, &c.] As the heaven fmiles upon 
|be aSr» when it makes the clouds and every thing fraidul in the 
fpriag. This feems to be the meaning of the allegory. The ex- 
preffion of ike ckui$ Jktddmg Jhwers is very poetical, and not 
unlike that fine .one of the douds dropping fatnefs, Pfalm Ixxv. 12, 
Then follows, And pref'd her matron lip^ where the coniiru^oi| 
is, ''Adam fmilM with fuperiour love, and prefs'd her matron 
lip ;'^ the fimile being to be undediood as included in a parenthe- 
fis. Her matron Up evidently fignifies her married Up, in diftinc- 
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On Juno fmileSy when he impregns the do^fo* 
ThatihedMftyflowers; atidpre&'dhermatrqnlip 
^JTith kiflTes pure ; Mde the Devil tuni'd 
For envy; yet with je9lo\)8 Jqer malign 
£y d them ^ance, and to himfelf thus p}iiii)*<k 
^ight hateful, fight tormenting 1 thw th«ft 
two, . . «W 

, Imparadis'd in one another's arms, 

tion frdm a virgin lip, a9 Ovidi fpeaking of Lucre^ia tben married, 
fays matron cheeks, Fqft. ii. 828. " £t matronales erubue^ 
gensi?/' It implies that (he was married to him, and tha,t ther^« 
^ore their kifles were lawful and innocent. It was the innocence 
pf tl^eir l^ves that mfid? tlie Devil turn afid^ for envy. 

Nkwtok. 

Pr, NewtoD alfo fiippofes, that the loves of Jupiter and Juwi» 
4»(^\b^ in the fourteentli Hi§d^ might gjve occaiion to tbif 
^i)e. Fop^ (eems to have tliougjbt the ffiiae, as, in his trandatioo, 
)ie ^op(9 Milton's phrafeology, defcribing Jqpitef ^'/mHuig ^ti 
/uperiour love,*' v. 387. Todd. 

Vpr. 500. f--i impregns] Miltoji has \ifire 

CttI o(f th^ t^ft ijlUble of impre^QteSf and m^de it impre^iu^ fgr^ 
^Cprdjng to the analogy of laqguage, it fhould have been imgreg^ 
note, as it is commonly ufed, being derived from tlie barbai^^ 
jUitin verb impregno. $fe Du Cange. Loap Monbodbo. 

The word had been before ufed by Heniy More, is Ui Sftlg 
0/ the Soul, 1642. Fart 10- p- 15. 

'< This ali-fpr^ Semele dot)i Biiccjiiw Waft 
•' Jmr^d irf JMve, &c/' Tonn, 

' Ver. 506. /mparad^t*(/] Tliie word Ibai ^cen quot4|dl l(f 
ISentley from. Sidney's Arcadia, It w» ceoimen in Mihon't tia^ ; 
Prayton, the two Fletchers, Harrington, Doane, aadCkveiaad, 
alfo ufe it. The original is Dante, Faradyb, C* xxviH. 
** Pofcfa che 'licontro alia vita prefente 
** De' miferi mortale aperfe '1 vero 
^Queibi che 'ffiparai^ l« m}a m^te," To]iQ« 
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Qfbiii» pn blifs ( while I to Hdl tm tbnifi, 
WhQi^ ofeitber joy nor love, but fierce defir^ 
Among OUF other torm^ts not the leaA, ^lo 
StiU WB^liird with pain of loi^ing pines, 
Yet let me not forget what I have gaiu'd 
From their own mouths : AU ia not theirp^ it 

One fatal tree ther^ flands, of knowledge called, 
ForbiddeQ them to tafte ; Knowledge forbidden i 
finfpidoufl^iwifonlefi. Why (bould their I/0fd^i9 
Envy them that ? Cqn it be fin tO know ? 
Can it be death ? And do they only fond 
By ignonmoe ? U that their happy fote^ 
Theproof of their obedience and their faith ^ sm 
O iair fowdation laid whereon to boild 
Their ruin ! hence I will excite their minds 
With more delire to know, and to rejeft 
Envious commands, invented with deiign 6U 
To keep them low, whom knowledge might 

exalt 
jBqiUhl with Gods: a^iring to be fuch» 

Ver. 5Q9» Where neiMer >6y nor Ipw,] Dr. Bmtley prapoAt 
to ready Whert^$, contracted for Where is; but Dr. Pearce ob- 
Ibrresy that M^ida often lahvaa out Iba #ord if^ u in Q. viiu &tl. 
^ and without love no happiueft.'' Topp« « 

Ver, 5! 5. Jf«np/«fe« /orWAaf] This it 

ivtfblly perverted by Sutan, m if ibm^ ufeful and neceiTary l^noir- 
liedp was forbidd^ : Whereat our firft parenU were crei^ted wii||; 
fmb& voderftaBdias, wd th« o^\y l^iiowledge that wat fbrbiddeil, 
wat the knowledge of evil by the commiffion of it» I^^wtov . 
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They tafte and die : What likelier can enfiie? 
But firft with narrow iearch I mufl walk round 
This garden, and no comer leave unipied; 529 
A chance but chance may lead where I may meet 
Some wandering Spirit of Heaven by fountain 

fide. 
Or in thick fhade retir'd, from him to dfaw 
What further would be leamU Livie while ye 

niay. 
Yet happy pair; enjoy, till I retumi. 
Short pleaiiires, for long woes are to iiicceed! 535 

. So faying, his proud flep he fcomful tumVl, 
But with fly circumfpedion, and b^an 
Through wood» through wafle, o'er hiU^ o'er dale^ 

his^roam. 
Mean white in^utmofl longitude, where Heaven 

Ver. 5S0. J cbance but chance may Uad] , Dr. Bentlej cea* 
fures this ji&gle, and thinks it unbecoming Satan at fo ferious a 
joffi^nre to catch at pans; therefore propofes to read, **Jomt 
hicky chance may lead &c/' Dr. Pearce fays that without any 
alteration, or any pun, we may read 

** A chance (but chance J may lead &c/* 
that is, a chance^ and it Can be only ^ chance, may lead &c. 
But this fort of jingle is but too common with Milton. This 
here is not mnch unlike ih» forte forhma of the Latins. 

Nbwtov. 
Theprefent jingle refembtes Speafer^s, in which renuuckMr* 
Duniter coniyirs with me, Faer, Qu. iii. vii. 3. 

^ Heryhrcf, atlaft, ferforce adown did lie.'' ToD»«, 

Ver. 539. trt tffmo^ Im^tMde^ At the utmoft 

length, at the fartheft diftance. Longitude is length in B. v. 754 ; 
and it is particularly applied to the ^fiance from eafi tow^ in B. 
iii. 575. Newtow. 



Digitized by 



Google 



9DOK IV. PARAIHSE LOST. l» 

With earth and ocean meets, the fetting flin 54o 
Slowly deicended, and with right afpe6): 
Againft the eaftern gate of Paradiie 
Levelled his evening rscys : It was a rock 
Of alahafter, pil*d up to the clouds, 
Conipicuous far, winding with one afcen t 545 
Acceflible from earth, one entrance high ; 
The reft was cra^y cliff, that overhung 
Still as it rofe, impoffible to dimb. 
Betwixt theie rocky pillars Gabriel fitt. 
Chief of the angelick guards, awaiting night; 

Ver. 5il. Slfftd^ defcended,] Dr. Bentley objeas to this 
Yerfe for a iiivoloas reafoo, and reads ** Had .law drfce/tdei,'^ 
bacaufe the fun paiTes equal fpaces in equal times. This is tnio 
(as Dr. Pearce replies) in philofophy, but in poetry it is ufual to 
reprefent it otherwife. But I have a fironger objedion to this 
▼erfet which is, that it feens to contradi6l what is iaid btfore, 
▼eJr, 353- 

•* The fun— was haJHng new with fvone career 
«* To the ocean illes," 

and to reconcile them I think we mud read ** Had Um itjhendedi^ 
or perhaps *^ Lonofy defcendedf' or underftand it as Dr. Pearoe 
explains it, that the fun defcended Jlowly at this time, becaufe 
Uriel, its Angel, came on a fun-beam to Paradife, and was to re> 
turn on the Came beam ; which he could not well have done, if 
the fun bad moved on with its ufual rapidity of courfe. Newtov* 

Ver. 5^9. Gabriel} One of the Arch- 

Ang^ f<^°^ to (hew Daniel the vifion of the four monarohieft' 
and the feventy weeks, Dan, vii. and ix.; and to the Virgin Mary 
^.reveal the incarnation of our Saviour, Luke i. His name ia. 
the Hebrew fignifies the man rfGad, or the Jrength and power if 
God; well by our author polled as chief of the angelick guazds 
placed about Paradife. Hume. 
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H6 PARADISE LOST. BOOK ir« 

About him exords'd hercndL gamei 561 

The unanttedyoikth of Heaven» but nigfaathafid 
Celeftial armoury^ ihieldB^ hdms^ and fp^aif^ 
Hung high with Aamond flamingo and with 

gold 
71uth«r came Uriels gUditig thrM^ ttie even 
On a £m-*beamf fwift as a fhooting fiar 55A 

Ver. 551. ■■ iirmck gMUs) They were tkit 

now upon the watcb, they awaited night ; hut their arms wert 
ready. Thd Angris wevld not be idle^. tmt employed tbemfelves 
in di^ nobU cJctficifrs. S« the foUiets ef AcUlks during kitf 
quarM with Agamemnon^ and fo the infernal Spirits, when their 
Chief was gone in fearch of the new creation, B. ii. 528. 

Ver. 5M. o^-^^-^^^^^— > wHh dimnondjianringf &c.] 'f ado, Gier. 

•* Si veAehJbmeggiar (rs, le altre arrlefi 
•**'Scudo di lucidifllmo diamante,"* Dunstbr» 

Ver. 555. glidmg throttgh the even] That if, 

as Dr. Pearce obferves, through that part of the bemifphere, 
where it was then evening. And, as Dr. Bentlcy had objeded to 
evening as a place of fpace to glide through, Mr. Richardfon re- 
nMis thai Uriel arrives from thefun^t decline, v. 79^, which is 
m^ttere- a piece thftn the evieding, but beautifully poetical; and 
is jutHfi^d by Vitgil, where a fwarm of bees fail through the glow-* 
ing fifnimeit, Gearg. iv. 59. 

" Nare per aeftatetn liqufdam fufpexeris agmen.'* Todi>. 

Ver. 556. On q fun-beam,'] He alfo returns to his charge <m 
tkti hrigii beam, ▼. 590. This thought has be«n funded of 
intatieti, es a prettineftr below the genius of MBton. Di". New^ 
te» infeftns us, that this might poffibfy be idnted by a Piftute ot 
AtinilMl Caracci in the king of Prance^s cebinet : But I am apt to 
believe chat Milton had b^en fhiick with a Portndt In Shiriey. 
Benende^ in the comedy of the irothen, 1652, def<uibes Jacinta 
atvefpers: 
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iuMtuniA timttrts tiie ni^t, wtsienviipotti^ fir*d 
Imprefs the ak^ ifid flM>\fi» the n^ariiief 
Vmm wlUR pbkic of his eoApafs to bevtore 
ImpetuMift wittdst He thus began in haAe. 5^ 
Gabriel, to thee thy courfe by lot hath given 

<* Her eye did feenr to labour with a tear, 
** Which fuddenly took birth, but, overweigh'd 
** WfA ks own frtrellitig, dropM upon her bofotUe ; 
*' Whicti, by nrdckion of hef light, apjMAt^d 
** As iiatare meaat her forrow for an orntmcot : 
•« After, her looks grew chearfuU, and I faw 
^ A tkilll tk^i piitetai tipw&rd tttm h«r n^eft, 
^« Ai if l^y btd §»teA a viftorjr o'er gri«f | 
'' And with it many heams twiibed tbem(elves# 
^ tJ^bn wh^e golden threads the Angels walk 
*^ l\>4akd ^mkkfit^m AM^di." FaltMAK. 

tub iftioii of \Jn^f% ddbMit titid afcent by A fati^beaibi is in 
BraytoD's Legeftd rf tMs JK ^ Natnmdif, ft. 43^ 

** As on the,^0i4€a»M gloHoufly I ri4e» 

" by them 1 nuntnty and down by them IjUde.*' 
Young has ndapted this idea tp his own peculiar caft of con- 
Ci^ioii, and bf compofition. If. Tk&^ki. ix. 

^ Anrhn^ ft tkni&nd d^nlgods <<d/^«iif 

** On every beam we fee, to walk with men/' T. Waetok. 

Or peihape Milton had in mind ^hat Sandys relates of the tctt^ 
ditions of the Jews refpe^ling our Saviour, in his TrcpoeU^ ed« l6l5^ 
f. t4t'. *< Vhey fty that he got into the Sanftum SaDdofum, 
andy taking from thence the powerfuU names of God, did few 
them in his thigh: By vertue whereof he went inuifvUe, rid cm 
the Sunne beames, . raifed the dead to life^ and effeded liko 
wondere." But fee the note on Arcades, ver. 15, l6. And for 
rim delbettl, fwift as & (hooting ftar, fee the note o,n Comus^ 
ver. iO. To'DD. 

Ver. 66t. % emtrfe by lol &c.T Miltpft took 

ifce Idea of the aAgeh performing their miniflry b^' lot, and in 
different courfes, from the priefts umong the Jtws who attended 
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186 IRARAIHSE LOST. juok nr. 

Chaiige and ifaid watcb^ tlmt to tJiiit happy plao^ 
Ko evil thing approach or enter in. 
This day at highth of noon came to niy fyhat 
A Spirit, zealous, as he fisem'df to know a09 
More of the Almighty s works, and chiefly Man, 
God s lateft image: I defcriVd his way 
Bent all on fpeed, and mark'd his aery gait; 
But in the mount that lies from Eden north, 
Wherehefiril lighted, foon difcem*d his looks57o 
Alien from Heaven, with paflions foul ohfcur d: 
Mine eye puriued him iiill, but under ihade 
Loft fight of him: One of the banifh'd*crew, 
I fear, hath ventured from the deep, to raiie 
New troubles; him thy care mufl be to find 57$ 
To whom the winged warriour thus returned. 
Uriel, no wonder if thy perfed fight. 
Amid the iiin s bright circle where thou fitfi^ 
See far and wide: In at this gate none pais 
The vigilance here plac'd, but fuch as come ^so 
Well known fit)m Heaven; and fince oderidian 

hour 
No creature thence: If Spirit of other fort, . 
So minded, have o'er-leap'd thefe earthly bounds 

the altar in feveral courfes. See ImkCf i. 8, 9. From this too 
lie feems to have taken the thoaght, B. v. 655. Callakdbk. 

Ver. 56i3. No €vil tkmg i^iproadk or aUer.m*] Not to fuffer 
any evil thing to approach, or at ieajt to enter in. Psarcs. 

Ver. 567. GoJt$ lat^ imagt:} For the firft was Chrift; and 
before Man were the Ang^9. So, in B. iii. 151, Man is called. 
Ged'syoiMf^yofi. Nbwton. 
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BOOK IV. PARADISE LOST. 129 

On purpofe, hardthou knoVft it to exclude 
Spiritual fubflance with corporeal bar. 585 

But if within the circuit of thefe walks. 
In whatfoever ihape he lurk, of whom 
Thou tell'ft, by morrow dawning I ihall know. 

So promised he; and Uriel to his charge 
Return d on that bright beam, whoie point now. 
rais'd 590 

Bore him flope downward to the lun now ^len 
Beneath the Azores; whether the prime orb. 
Incredible how iwift, had thither roll'd 
Diurnal, or this lefe vol6bil earth. 
By fhorter flight to the eafl^ had left him there 
Arraying with refleded purple and gold 5g6 

Ver. 59s. — — ^- ike jizorei;'} Nine iflands in the great 
Adantick or Weftem ocean, commonly called the Terceroif from 
Tercera, the lai^ft of them. Some confound the Canariet with 
them. Home. 

Ibid. nvbether 4^J Whether^ not toMther as 

in Milton's own editions, the fun had rotTd tkitker lUumal, that 
is, in a da/s time, with an incredible fwift motion; or thu left 
volMl earthy by Jhorter JHghi to the eajty had lefi kirn there at the 
Azores, it being a lefs motion for the earth to move from weft to 
HA upon its own axis according to the fyftem of Copernicusi 
than for the hearens and heatenly bodies to move from eaft to 
weft according to the fyftem of Ptolemy. Milton, in like manner, 
^neflions whether the fun was in the center of the worid or not, 
B. iii. 576: So fcrupulous was he in declaring for any fyftem of 
philofophy. NawTON. 

Ver. 594f. voWbil] VMhOy with the feconi 

fyllable long, as it is in the Latin wMUii. He writes it vohAie, 
when he makes the fecond fyllable fliort, as in B. ix. 4d6r 

NawToir, 

▼OL. Ill* K 
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The dki«^ ttot^Jbifi ir#efn thioije attend* 
New camq iSU: E^yeaing on, w4 Twi^ght gray 

Ver. 598. Notp ca/ne Jifl Evenmg o"* &c.] This is the fir^ 
evening iu the poem; for, the adion of the preceding beokt lynf 
out df the 4>herf of thel&n. tiie limv tmiA t^t he. ^^opp^MT 
When SaJ^u» caifi^ ^rfk tp tl^e ear4i> «fu) WfvN tW, fitfilpiis f()}ilo- 
quy at the beginning of this booi^ th^ f^in was higk m Us meridua^ 
iinver; and tl^s is the evening of that day; and fureiy them never 
^ifur.a finer evening; virords cannot furniih out a la^r^inely de- 
^l^f ^op* . V^ f^tfid pq^ts ia ftU ^es ii9ve, a^ it v^CQ vi^ 9^ 
with another, iii their defcription of evening and ni^ht; but, for 
the variety of numbers and pkafmg images^ I know of noAiBg 
parallel or cainp^mble to \kk ^ bf\ fmnd am^^ig 1^ ^f tf«^m 
of ancient or modern Poetry* Newtqit.. 

'fi^^ (ap ffibUfMlji of th^ i^hjt, 

-1 — '■ " Ufpi la Nop, h £^tio T^ 

" Meni il filentio*" 
Milton has here given a paraphrafe of this paifage, but vexy mucK 
betow bis oiigiaal. Hie ftrikint pAVt of Taffo's pidure ){» '< Nff^fs 
hrimgi^mSUencemderkertmg^.'' So oeMi and AUffil^tf AH idm 
as diit bad deteded an iaitaiMii. MUcm cwt^BUiMm^^V t^^n* 
with faying fimply, " Silence accompanied,** How.f^i^, fo m^lu) 
^{n^l^ as he thpiQj^t, for this, djefe^ N^ Updf^ which the 
I^Uan h^ I9l?r^ly perCopized, the Engliih p^et not oj)Jjf pe^* 
frizes, bf t epfp)o^s in a v^r^ be^ppajj^ o<fi(;e :. 

'\ Vfm.^m» <^W I^v^iW OPt aad Twiliflbt gr^y 
«< .K^d in, her fpbfir livery ^H things clad:" 
Every body will •bfierve a litd^.blenHb» ia ibis, fine €{«u|d«t« Hi 
ftiould aoi ba«« uftd tbe epitj^ ^^JOi;^ vibw btint^iM !• idd# 

** 5t^0iicr accompanied ;*' 
But th^re is a wyrfe fiii^lt in this mUatum. To hide it, he fpeakg 
oi ^< Night'i Ikeryr V/hen he had done that, to Q)cak of her 
wings had been ungraceful. Therefore he is forced tg fay ofo-> 
fiearefy, as well ^M^$y '" Si^fH^ aoaaBSOEdsi;^ Api fo l9res 
^ more nobte ii%^e f«|j|.l# n^V^ op^, Tlf^ tr^rtj. ijw t^ji 
would not fttfftd to0«(|§r, ^tfW b^Hg& ^ *WW «H^* 
T2;rnj|« tv ifjnqre or celeJKoL So that io Milton's very attempt t» 
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9009L t% FARAOISE LOST* lai 

Had in her klbtv livery aU thin^ dad; 
Silence accompanied; for beaft and bir4 9x> 
They to their grafly coikcb^ tht£^ to thdr iiefti^ 
Were flunky all but the wtik«f|il ni^itingale; 
She idl jaigjat loog h&t aittorow deicant lung} 

ftiryaft bis origl^aly he put if out of bis power ftp emplojr tb9 c'r- 
atmfiance that mod recommended it. Hurd. 

Ibid* TviUgkt grayl Milton is ve^ fingular in.tbe 

frequent and partlctifor notice which he takes of the titilighif 
whenevKt he has occa&eii tQ fpeadi of the evening. } do noft re^ 
member to have met with the fame io any other poet; and yet 
there is, to be fure, ibmetbing fo agreeable in that fofi and gentle 
light, and fbeh a peculiar fragrance attends it in the ftHnmer 
ttaiiis- tbift:itis:a.cifCfniifianQe ^cb addt g^^at beauty to bk 
description. I have often thought that the weaknefs of our poet's 
^esy to which this kind of light mull be vaftly pleafant, might be 
the reafon that he fo often introduces the mention of it. THTia. 

Ver. 599. Had in her fober livery all thingi clEidi] So^ in 
P. Fletcher's Piiiju Ij. 1633, C. vi. ft. 54. 

** The world late cloth'd in Nighfi black Uocry/^ 
AfUDt & viii. ft« 5» *\Night's (ad livery:" Where /oi has the 
fame meaning Mf^her; as the word is ufed by Spenfer and Shak- 
ipeare. '' Xfigii't literi^' is alio a phrafe in Sir R. TempeiTs 
tm^Uummt nf SoUtarw^^ l64£), p. 15. There are two lines 
ia. one of ShalUpeare's Somietif which Mr. Malona thinks that 
IfiltoD migfit'here remember: . 

" Nor Aat full ftar, that nften io the eun^ 

** Doth half that gloxy to theyoftrr weft.'' Todd. 

Vij. 601. — ^ Oefif to thdr n^$ 

Wett^^nA.aUbiitth^wk^mghtwgaleil Thus, 
in Emglan^i Pamqfiu, p. 340^ where evening is defcribed by 
Dr.Lodg^: 

" and every bird ' was ftill, 

** Save Pbilomene that did bemone her ilL" Bowle. 

Ver. £05: >■ kertmoroui defeant /tav;] This 

k2 
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IM PARADISE LOST. bo<» it. 

Silence was pleased: Now glow'd the firmament 
With Uving iapphires: Hefperus^ that led flos 
The ftarry hof^ rode brighteft, till the moon, 
Riiing in clouded majefty, at length 
Apparent queen unveil'd her peerleis light, 
And o er the dark her filver mantle threw. 
When Adam thus to Eye. Fair Confort, the 
hour 
Of night, and all things now retird to ref^ 611 
Mind us of like repofe; fince God hath fet 
Labour and reft, as day and night, to men 
Succeflive; and the timely dew of ileep, 
Now filing with foil llumbrous weight, indines 

mufical term is often applied to the nightingale. Mr. Bowie gives 
an inflance from Gafcoigne's Pkilomenef v. 5. 
*' Late in an even I walked out alone, 
" To heare the defiant of the nightingale.^ 
The following defcription of nightingales finging alternately, may 
be added from Sylvefter^s Du Bart. p. 105. •* The firft replyes, 
and defiants thereupon.** Ifaac Walton, in his Complete Angler^ 
explains the propriety of this term: " He, that at midnight ihould 
hear, as I have often done, the fweet descakts, the natundri/SKg 
andfaUingy the doubling and redoubling, of the nightingale's v<nce, 
might well be lifted above earth." The nightingale's voice is thus 
termed by Euripides noATXOrAATH, Rktfiu, v. 54t; Todd. 

Ver. S04. Silence was pleaid/] This perfonidcation is taken, 
though it happens not to be obferved by any of the commentacors, 
from the Bero and Leander of Muikus, ▼. 280« Jos. Wartost. 

Ver. 605, Hejperus, that led 

The ftarry hod,] Spenfer, in his Efnthalamon, thus 
addrefles the evening-<lar: 

** Faire child of beauty, glorious lamp of love, 

f'That all the hqft <^ heaven in ranks doft tec/." Bowlb. 
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BOOK TV. PARADISE LOST. 133 

Our eye-lida: Other creatures all day long 6ie 
Rove idle, unemploy d, and le6 need reft; 
Man hath his daily work of body or mind 
Appointed, which declares his dignity. 
And the regard of Heaven on all his ways ; 620 
While other animals una6live range, 
Ajid of their doings God takes no account 
To-morrow, ere frefli morning ifareak the eaft 
With firft approach of light, we muft be fifen. 
And at our pleaiant labour, to reform 625 

Ton flowery arbours, yonder alleys green. 
Our walk at noon, with branches overgrovra. 
That mock our fcant manuring, and require 
Morehands than ours to lop their wantongrowth: 
Thoie bloflbms alfo, and thofe dropping gums. 
That lie beftrown, unfightly and unfmooth, 631 
Aik riddance, if we mean to tread with eafe; 
Mean while, as Nature wills, night bids us reiL 

Towhom thusEve,whhperfe6lbeauty adorn d. 
My Author and Dilpofer, what thou bidft 635 
Unargued I obey: So Grod ordains; 
God is thy law, thou mine: To know no ftiore 
Is woman's happieft knowledge, and her praife. 
With thee converfing I forget aill time; 



Ver. 627. walk] In the firft edition xoalh; but in the 

fecond, and all fbUowing, walk* Newtoit. 

Ver. 628. manuins,] Manuring^ is not here 

to beunderftood in the common ]|^pl|Jbut as working with hand$; 
as the French tnanaumre: It is, as immediately afteri to lop, to 
rid mcay what isfcattered. RiCBiiiiosoN'. 
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IM t>ARADIS£ LOftT. Hook tr. 

AH (eAfbns, and didr change, all pleafe idike. 640 
Sweet is the breath of Morn., hpr lifing iVeet, 

Ver. 640.. M fi^fim,^ Thf Mbrjf of the dny, n^A not of 
fhe year; for Eve, in the fQllow|p^ charmiti^ lia^s, mentions 
mommgy eoenutg^^nigSi; the times of t^e day, and not the fea(ops 
of the year, Newtoit. 

Vep. tf41. Sweet is the breath of mor«,] The breitth of mom 
was fuggefte<i prohaUy by tht original pafTage in Sohnton*^ Sang, 
ii. 17. ** Till die day breathe;" which in our tranOation of the 
Bihte is rendered, lefs poetically, ** Till the d^y break.*' Todd. 

Ibid, Sveei is the breath of Mom, her rifingfweet^ 

With charm of earUe/i Mrds;] Milton's fancy, as afoali 
is Jiciie rich and eaLaberant; hut the copdad ^nd -applipation of 
his imagery ibows, that the whole paflage was (hadowed oUt of 
thofe charming but fimple lines in the Danae of Euripides : 

tk r' Itfflm ^ix?air» w?me-Ut / H^, 
Xl^^Jiif r' Snuy«r iVi /tcroi Xtf/cu itmxi^ 

Milton probably hady here, the eighth Uy/ifoif of Theocritvt 
atfo in view : 

'A* a ri *ifi#« 9ttf vh^ fHf «#9pM«Tirf. T. Wab.TX)v. 

The beautiful tura of the preceding words, is th4s initialed in 
a &iuif/ by'Drummond: with which alfo Milton might have been 
pleufed : 

*• The Sun isyiir, when he with crimfon crown, 
** And daming rubies, leaves his eaftem bed ; 
*.* Fqirh Thaumantias in her cryilal gown, 
^* When clouds engemm'd fhew assure, greeni and red : 
/* To weftern worlds, when wearied day goes down, 
** And from heavcaV windowi each fiar ibews her head^ 
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BOOK 1^. i^AftADlsk L6d¥. izh 

With charm of eArlfett bitds : ple^ttt thit fllh; 
When firft on this delightful krtd he fpreatJa ' 
His orient heaths, on herh, tree, fruit,and floWfeti 
OMering with dew; fragtaht the fertilfeearthdi^ 
After foft flio^ert; and fweet the cortiing ioil 
Df grateful Evening mild; then filent T^ighfe, 
With this her folemn bird, and this Air nioon, 
Aiid thefe thfc ginis of Heaifferi, h^r fturty ttiAtii 
3utndttiief breath rtf Mofrt,ivhcttflie afirendiew 

WiA cha^tti *r terlteft birdi; not rifliig lUrt 

f 

<'£arth*ft (Ue^t dmi^te!^, Kight, h/sir though brown; 

** Fair is, the Moon, though in love's livery clad : . 
" Thfe' Spf}6g ii/dlrf ^\ieiik Abik ^\nt Aprlfe f 

** Fair are the meads ; the wpods, the floods, ^re/air j 

** Pair todkeib Cerfe's witfe her yellow hair, 
* An^ appW-qiieen whfen rofe-dheekM /fee doth fiiiife. 

'* Thad heaven, and 6arth, and ^as are /air, is true ; 

" Tet true, tkdt dtt lUk pledfe fo Mtd ai yok!" toD d. 

Ver. 6i5 ■ ■ ■ ' fragrant the fertile earth 

4fttr fqft flumxrs{\ Thus in Sir P. ^idney*s Re*^ 
medie for Love, Arcad* 13th edit, at the end : 
'< And fweet, as after gentle ihowera 
'' The breath is of fome thouiand flowers/' TetrB.. 

V«r. 6i%k With tki$ her folemil bird,'] The liighiiAfllley 
« tt6A mtifieal, rhoik melmchotyr She k (Sailed '• tM ^UilWHi 
nightingale,*' P. L. B« vii. 435* NEwxai^* 

Ven 649. And thefe the gems aftteitdeti^ In Sj)enfer*s J/jfiam 
to Heavenly Love, the ITemTeii is ** adorned With feii thbiffikMf 
gVMfoffliiniiiggold^^ And theymn is ilyled, ih Sylveftfer's Dk 
Bartat, p. 84, " Heaven's richeft ^dfcw." See alfo Pdpd^ Odyf- 

** like radiant Hefper o'er the gems of night.** 
Wbieh refembles Ben Joafon's phmfe^ Uildtrwoo^ ($40, )>. f 11. 
<< The fiarroa that alb*(ife>#eb^M»#l%ar.^ T^i:* • 
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On this del%htful land; nor herb^ fruit, flower, 
Gliftering with dew; nor fragrance after flio wers ; 
Nor grateful Evemng mild; nor filent Night, 
With this herfolemn bird, nor walk by moon, 654 
Or glittering ftar-light, without thee is Iweet. 
But wherefore all night long ihine thefe ?. for 

whom 
This glorious light, when ileep hath ihut all eyres? 

To whom our general anceflor replied 
Daughter qf God and Man,accompliih'd Eve, eeo 
Theie have their courfe to finiih round the earth. 
By morrow evening, and from land to land 
In order, though to nations yet unborn, 

Ver. €G0. Davghter of God and Man^ accompUJh'd Eve^] Pope, 
in his excellent notes upon Homer, B. i. v. 97 9 obferves, that 
thofe appellations of praife and honour^ with wliich the hproes in 
tlomer fo frequently falute each other, were agreeable to the 
ftyle of the ancient times, as appears from feveral of the like na- 
ture in Scripture, Milton has not been wanting to give his poem 
this caft, of antiquity, throughout which our firft parents almoil 
always accoft each other with forae title, that exprcfles a refped 
• to the dignity of human nature. Nkwton. 

Ver, 6€U' Thefe kate their courfe} 1 have pre(\imed to make 
a fmall alteration here in the text, and read Thefe^ though in 
ipoft editions, iMid even in Milton*s own^ I find Thofe ; BecauTe 
it is faid before, ver. 657, 

'* But whf lefprc all »ight long (hine thefe f 
4|d4 afterwards, ver, £74, 

** Theft then> though unbeheld in deep of night, 
^ Shine not in vain ;" 
lolh which paflages evince thf^t Thqpf h^re is an errour of the 
prefs, Newton, ' 

1 find this judicious alteration of the text had been before made 
In TqoAmi'b doiideciiiio cditio9 of 174^« Tqdp* 
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BOOK ly. PARADISE LOST. \sf 

Miniftring light prepar d, they fet and rife ; 
Left total Darkne& ihould by night regain 665 
Her old poireiTion^ and extinguifh life 
In I^ature and all things; which thefe foh fires 
Not only enlighten, but with kindly heat 
Of various influence foment and wann> 
Temper or nouriih, or in part (hed down ^o 
Their ilellar virtue on all kinds that grow 

Yen 671. Their fieUar virtut\ As Milton was an univeifal 
fcholar, fo he had not a little affedation of fliowing his learning 
of all kinds, and makes Adam difcourfe here fomewhat like an 
adept in aftrology^, which was too much the philofophy of bis 
own times. What he fays afterwards of numberlefs fpiritual 
creatures walking the earth unfeen, and joining in praifes to their 
great Creator^ is of a nobler ftrain ; more agreeable to reafon 
and revelation, as well as more pleafing to the imagination ; and 
feema to be an imitation and improvement of Hefiod's notion of 
good genii, the guardians of mortal men, clothed with air, wMk- 
dering every where through the earth. See H^/iod^ i. 120—125. 

Nbwton. . 
Perhaps Milton adverted to Crafliaw, in what he iay§ of num* 
berlefii fpiritual creatures joining in praifes to tha Creat<^r. Sea 
Craihaw's Sacred Pofnw, p. 52, l652. 

*^ Alas, fweet Lord, what wei't to thee, 

*' If there were no fuch worms as we ? 

*^ Heauen ne'er the lefle dill heaueu would b e 

** Still would the youthful Spirits fmg; 
** And (till thy fpatious Palace ring, 
^ ** Still would thofe beauteous minifters of light 
** Burn all as bright, 
^* And bow their flaming heads before thee ; 
** Still Thrones and Dominations would adore thee. ' 
'* Still would thofe euer-wakefnll Sons of fire 
♦* Keep warm thy prayfe 
<* Both nights and dayes, 
** And teach thy lou'd name to their noble lyre/' Todd. 
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IM PARADtS£ LOST. Molt iv. 

On eaitii^^ mack hereby apter to receive 
PerfeAion from the fun s more potent ray* 
Thefe then^ though unbeheld in deep ofmghffifA 
Shine not in vain; noi* think, thm^h ih^ weif^ 

none, 
That Heaven would want fpedators, Qdd ytasit 

praife : 
Millions of ipiritufd Creature^ ttidk fhtt «a]rth 
Unfeen, both when we wake, and when wefleep: 
All thefe with ceafdefs praife his works behold 
Both day and night : How often from the Ae^ 
Of echoing hill or thicket have we heard Mi 
Celeftial voices to the midnight air, 
$ple;» or reiponiive each to others notei 

Viff,6§Q. Cile/ikd wicef t6 ike nUmig^ $tifj BiHj^tfg M CM 
fldMaigbt air. So^ iiv Vifg. £c/. i « 67. 

•- — -*'* cawti frdndatof ad ntfritt.** 
For, as Dr. Pcarce obferves, there (hould be a comma after note^ 
(hat tlrt cotiftrti6Htrti may h^ Singhfg t/tdr giiffft CMhi" id the 
iMdnigit air. And this ttotion of theif Tinging thrad by nigfit, tt 
agreeable to the account given by LucrfetiaSi i^. 5^6. 
*' Quorum no^i^ago flrepitu, lti<Mque jdcfcntf, 
** AdBrmant tolgo tacttufna fitentia rumpi, 
•• Chotdardmque tonds fieri, dulc^que qtrcrefa^, 
'< Tibia quas fondit drgitiy puT&fa catientum/ Newtok. 

Milton's ideas are of a higher order. This pafTage has fome- 
thing of Shaki^eare's fpiritual mufick, and haa much of his 6m 
natural beauty. Compare Tempe/i, A. iii. S. 2. 

■ " the ifle is full of noifesy 
** Sounds, and fweet airs, that give delight^ and -hurt not 
** Sometimes a thoufaod twanging iaikuinaita 
^ Will hum about mine ean; and fonetiffles voices, &c." 

DmersE.- 
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BOOK iv« PARADISE LOST. iH 

Singitig their great Creator ? oft in bands 0M 
While they keep watch, or nightly rounding 

walk. 
With h^yenly touch of inifarumental founds 
In full harmonick number join'd, their fbngs 
Divide the night, and lift our thoughts toHeaven* 
Thus talking, hand in band alone they pafs'd 
On to their blifsful bower : it was a place (^ 
Chosen by the fbvran Planter, when he fraip*d 
All things to Man s delightful uie ; the roof 
Of thickefl covert was inwoven fhade 
Laurel and myrtle, and what higher grew 
Of firm and fragrant leaf; on either fide 6&5 
Acanthus and each odorous bufhy fhrub, 

Ver. 68S. DrMe tke fdg^ty] Into watches ; as the trumpet 
did among the ancients, founding as the watch was relieved; 
which was called, dmdktg tke nigikt. SiL Italic. Pun. vii. 154. 
'* dUn huccimi no6tem 
«« DMderei:' ExcHAftDftOK. 

lUd. lift our thoughts to Heaven.] Drummond, 

in his Fiawen tfSiony has a fimihir phrafe, addreffiag the night* 
>«|ile: 

^ What foul can be fo fick, which by thy fongs 
** (Attir'd in fweetnefs) fweetly is not driuen 
** Quite to forgat earth's turmoiles, tpiVsSf and wroogSy' 
'< Aad lift a loveront eye aad tMmght toMutmr" 
See alfo Shakfpeare, Henry VJII. A. ii. 8. ii« 

•* Make of your ptayers one fwect fiicrifict, 
*' And Ufi my fad to ieaoen." 
Pope concludes bis Ode on St. Cecilia's day with Shakfpeait'a 
nfV^S^9 applied^ however, as Milton's is, to Aufical etMtk 

To»9to 
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140 PARADISE LOST. book m 

Fenced up the verdant wall; each beauteous: 

flower. 
Iris all hues, roles, and jeflamin, 
Rear d high their flouriih*d heads between^ and 

wrought 
Mofaick ; underfoot the violet, 700 

Crocus, and hyacinth, with rich inlay 
Broiderd the ground, more colour*d than with 

Hone 
Of coiilieft emblem : Other creature here, 

Ver. 700. mdeffoot the violet^ 

CrocuSf and h/acinik,'] Milton has taken tbis' 
from Homer, who makes the fame fort of flowers to fpring up 
under Jupiter and Juno, on Mount Ida, //• xiv. 847. Where 
Pope remarks, that, in Milton, the very turn of Horoer^s verfes 
IS obfervedy ai^ the cadence, and'almoft the "words, finely tnuif- 
lated : 

Tiiiri J* »ni X^m Xm fvw rifd^piMi jrWipr, 

TiuKU9 Ml ^A«M^»* if iMv x^m\ vi^S^* fffyt. NewtDV. 

. Ver. 702. Broider'd the ground,] See the note on Coamsy v. 
233. TpQfon*s edition of 1 7 1 1 reads, '* Border* d the ground ;" an 
alteration fuggeded perhaps by P. L. B. ix. 438, *< flowers mi-- 
bordered *' on each bank." But hrmdtr*d is, here, the reading of 
Milton's own editions.. Todd. 

Ver. 708, OfctfiUe^ emblem :] EKid>km is here in the'Greek 
and Latin fenfe for inlaid floors of fione or wood, to make 'figures 
mathematical or pidural: 

*^ Arte pavim^nti atque emblemaie vermiculato/' BsirrLST* 

The word emblems is exprefTlyufed for tnlaysy in Bolton's EU- 
memti rf Ann(trieif 16'10, p. 49* Compare a flmilar thought in 
Sidney's Arcadia, edit. l655, p. 8. ** Of each fide the green, a ' 
thicket; and, behind the thickets^ again new beds oi Jl<meri% 
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took vr. PARADISE LOST. i4i 

Bird, beai{> iafeSt, or worm, dmrfl enter none. 
Such wad their aweof Man4 In fhadier bower 705 
More facred and fequefter^d, though but feign\). 
Pan or Sylvanus never flept, nor Nymph 
Nor Faunus haunted. Here, in clofe receft, ? 
•With flowers, gar]ands,andiweet-fmellingherbs, 
£Q)oused Eve deck'd flrft her nuptial bed ; 710 
And heavenly quires the hymenaean iung, - 
What day the genial Angel to our lire 
Brought her in naked beauty more adom*d. 
More lovely, than Pandora^ whom the Gods \ 

which beiiig under the trees, the trees were to them a pavillion, 
f nd they to the trees a mofaicaljioor^*' Tood. 

Ibid. ■ Otier cptature kerey * 

Birdf heqfi^ mfeCt^ or worm^ durji enter noire,} Thit 
feems to be an imitation of Callimachus, Hymn in Jcfo, v.lO. 

'EjmTtf. Todd. 

* Ver, 705. hi fhadier hawer] So it is in the 

firft edition: In the fecond we read *^ In Jhadie bo^er,*' but with 
fuch a fpace as is not nfual between two words, as if the letter . 
r had occupied the room, and by fome accident had made no 
fmf^effion. *^* Injhadier bower" marks more ftrongly the (hadi- 
tteft as well as the retirednefs of the place ; and the (hadineis it 
a principal circumftance of the defcriptionl The bouier is feldom 
mentioned but it is called Jhacfy. See B, iii. 734, ir. 137, v. 8C7. 

Nbwtok* - 

Ver. 714. More lovely^ than Pandora^ &c.] The ftory is 
this. Prometheus/ the fon of Japhet, had ftolen fire from 
Heaven, Jove's trntkenikk Jire, the original and prototype of -all 
earthly fire, which Jupiter, being angry at, to be revenged fent 
him Pandora, fo called becauTe all the Gods had contributed 
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EndoVd wHk ill their gifts» and O HoQiike ri& 
In ^ tutexAt yrhen to Ibe wrwi&r foa 
Of Japhet bfooght by HeamMS, Ae enfimr'd 
Mankind with her fwff iookai to be aveng'd 
Ota. him who had Aofe J0W4 nntheottok ire. 

Thtu^ at tibueir ihady k)4ge arriv'd, both Adod^ 
Both tum'd^ and under open iky adoi^d r^ 
The God that made both iky» air, earth, %oA 

heaven> 
Whicbthieybehfildythe moon's le^^id^tglob^ 
And Aany pole: Thou alio mad'ft the nigh^ 

their gifts to make'her more charmiiig (for fo the word fignifies), 
6!ie was brougbt by Hermes, but was not received by Prometbeus 
the wifer fon of Jopket (as the name implies), but by hia brother 
Epimetheus, the unuifiar Jm. She enticed hia (boliih curiofity 
to opeA a box whick Qm ,bfo«gh|» wherein were contained all 
tnamer of evils. BitH Aftos&x. 

The epithet umcifer does not imply (hat his brother Prome- 
theus was unwife. Milton ufes wmijery as any Latin writer 
would imprudentior, for not fo wife as he Jkovld hmoe been. So 
ifadmor^ tmid^^ vekementior, iracundior, &c. mean bolder^ &c. 
fifamparefif ths^ais right aad fit» and imply lefs than audas^ 
timidmy &c; in the pofitive degree. Jortlk. 

. V«f. 720. — both jboJ, 

Both twm%'] What poetical effe^ is hero pr(H 
AiCfid by the tvpetilioB of both, is much frufirated by the unfor-^ 
tumite aad tmmeaAing.introdu^on of the word in the next line^i 
where from, the words that follow, it nibt only bfes aU ihe force, 
but.hit no propriety. The repetition is Vir^lian, EcL vii. 4« 

** Andfo florentes aetatibus. Arcades imibOf 

*^ £t caotare pares^ &c/' Duksteji. 

Vcr. 723- ' the nunrn's reJpimdetU ghhe,'} Virgfl, 

JIbt. vi. ** Luceiit(»mqtte globum lune.*' Hum. 

Ver. 724« Thou alfi me^ft the n%ght;\ Addsfon 
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Have fin)^'4> i^pp j m quit mutial Ikdp 
And mutiiajl love^ the crown of all our b}t& ' 
OrdtMiO^'d bjf tb^e; and tlij^ delicLcms place 
Fov ^too Iftige^'when thy abundance wants raa 
Far t^Jbei^ and unoropt fiills to the ground 
But thpu hftifl promu'd &mn us two a race 
To ^ tiiQ eacthj w1»q ihaU with us utol 

mentions the inilapce, in Homer, of Hedor being firft named, 
and then of a fudden introduced as fpeaking, without any notice 
pfip that he does fQ^ But tfa» tiaoatioii lier^ iu Miltoik is.o^ 
another for( : It is firt f{>eaku)g iff a p?r(bii, aud theo iuddenljl 
turning the difcourfe, and fpeaking to him. So, in the hymn ta 
Herculesy Vli^gil, Mn. viii. 291. 

■ » '■ ■ ^» ■ ^ at duros mille kborea 

'' Bertuleiit. 2^nu)>ig^pa% invidea &c/' Nnnrov^ 

i a^ ioclUi^ t9 Ihu^ that Mthoo Here ha4 in mw thtr fa* 
▼enty-fourth Pfalm. For the hymn of our firft parents com- 
np^lices with the acknpwkdgemaiit of God's power^ made^ by 
C^vidii^ the l^tl^verfe, <^Tbe day is thine i the night alio 1% 
thine:" And, ixx the l4rth verft, God is thus addre0ed» '* Foci 
Qod is my king of old; the help that is done upon, earth,. A^ 
d<|etk it hi$fjtlf:' Ihm . foUow« immediately a tjntnjGition froqst 
ii^ihird fi^/<m^ to. th^Jicofiig ii» the five fuccecdUi^ verfes3/ 
"* Thou didfl divide tb^ fcA, &c/' Tooo. 

V«r. 749* ■ > .i. I. ■ ! md tUi diUdom pAMe} We may 

pild9(4lw4 the ptA^ nidi Dr. Pe«ice, ifaus; '' And HmmmTJb 
this delicious place;'' Oo^ with Ht* Richacdibn, thus; '^ Happji 
iflLQUr Jom^^ ^^\h ^ npvMal Wve, the chief pf all our blifs, 
1^ gfft; ^k^fpy, m thw deUppus Paradilis;" Or tbu^; " H^pi^ 
u^ our muMliJ b^lp aw^ mu^ lote, the crown of aU oux klifym 
aA4 ^ tb^ dfijicious pb^e." NavTON . 

I conceive Mr. Richardfon's explana^on te exhibit the meaning 
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144 PARADISE LOST. book it. 

Thy goodneis infinite^ both when, we wake. 
And when we feek, as now, thy gift of fleep. 735 

This laid unanimous, and other rites 
Ob&rving none, but adoration pure 
Which God likes beft, into their inmoft bower 
Handed they went; and, eas'd the putting off 
Thefe troubleibme diiguiies which we wear, 74a 
Straight fide by fide were laid; nor tum'd, I ween, 
Adam from his fair ipoufe, nor Eve the rites 
Myfterious of connubial love refused: 
Whatever hypocrites aullerely talk 
Of purity, and plaoe, and innocence, 74s 

Defaming as impure what God declares 
Ihire, and commands to fome, leaves free to alL 
Our Maker bids encreafe; who bids abihun 
But oiir Deftroyer, foe to God and Man? 
Hail, wedded Love, myfterious law, true fource 

Ver. 735. ■• thy gift rf flecp.] Dr. Bentley 

reads, ** the gift/' and obff^ves that it is word for word from 
Homer, who has frequently i>r»» JCptr. But " thf gift," is right; 
for, in V. 6l2, Milton fays, that ** God hath fct labour and reft 
to- men fucceffive :" therefore ^ep is Goef r gift. And Virgil, 
whom Miiion oftener imitates than Homer, fays of fleep, JEn^ it. 
369. " Dono dixAm gratiiltma ferpit." Peakce. 

The authenticity of Milton's ^reading requires not the fupport 
of heathen illuftration, when it is. exprefiily faid in the cxxvii.*^ 
iyfl/jii,«HegW€MhUbeloved>fe«p." Todd. 

Ver. 744. Whatever hypocrites &c.] Milton calls thofe, who, 
tmder a notion of greater purity and perfe^'on, decry and forbid 
marriage, as they do in the Church of Rome, hypocrites; and 
fays afterwards, that is the do&rin^ of our Dejroyer, in alludoa 
to I Tim. iv. 1, 2, 3. Newton, 

Ver. 750. Hail, wedded lore, &c.] An ingenious friend has 
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BOOK iv. PARAPISE LOST. U5 

Of human oiSprin^ fole propriety 7*1 

In Patadife of all things comin9nel|e ! 
By thee adulterous Luft was driyii^n fi^poi fnen 
Among the beilial herdd to range; by thee 
Founded in reafbn, loyal, juft, and pure, . 7« 

informed me, that this addrefs to wedded Love id borrowed frosi 
one of Taffo's letters; ** dolce cangnmtiane de' cuorij o foare 
^* wtume de gU anmi nqfiri, o tegitimo nodoj Sec J* The quotation 
would fweli this note to too greiat a length; but thfe reader^ who 
underftands Italian, may, if he pleafe, compare the original with 
our author, «ud he will eafily perceive what an excellent topier 
Milton was, as judicious in omitting fome circumilances, 'as in 
imitating others. It is in one of Taffo's letters to his rdation 
Signor Hercole Taflo, Lab. 2, p. 150. Edit. In Venetia. 1592. 

NawTOK. 

Ibid* = ' — '. myfterioQs top,] That is, including a 

v^ay in it; in the fiiide fenfe aa ^* tmfierwiu rites^ are fpokea 
of before. He plainly alludes to St. Paul calling matrimony % 
flK||8er3f, Epbef. V. 32. Pbams. 

V6r« 7 si. By thee ^-c] The turn of the words in this beltu« 
tifiil addrefs to wedded Love, renders it probable that Milton 
might have perufed another Italian eulogy on the Aibjeift, which 
Mr. Walker, in his Memoir on ItaSan Tragedy^ has noted, p. 91* 
** O matnmonio ftlice e fanto s' io'havefife parole uguali k le tue 
lode inai di commehdarti noo fe ne vedrebbe fianca la voce mia. 
Per te h per mai fempre la vita glorioik e lieta: per te gli huomim 
fi Uamo fempitenH. e glofiofi. Viva dunque, viva il matrimonio : 
e cfai di^dera di vivere e morive contento e beato elegga per il 
vero e unico meiao il matrimonio/' I beg leave to add, that 
thereia an eulogy on matrimony in. the fifteenth Oanto of Mur- 
tola's *' CreatumtM Monday 12mo. l608;'' of which poem fee 
an account in the note* P. L. B. v. 689. Mr. Dunfter thinks, 
that ^e ground*wqriL of Milton's addreis to Malriaonyy may be 
found in Sylvefier's Du Bartoif where the poet, having defcribed. 
the marriage of Adam and Eve, proceeds in termt of abundant 
but certainly not very poetical eulogy on wedded Love : 

YOU lit* L 
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140 PARADISE LOST. book it. 

Relations dear, and all the charities 
Of father, fon, and brother, firft were known. 
Far be it, that I fhould write thee fin or blame. 
Or think thee unbefitting holieft place. 
Perpetual fouht^n of domeftick fweets, 7to 
Whole bed is undefil'd and chafie pronounced, 
Frefent, or pafi;, as faints and patriarchs usU 

f Soufce of all joys! Sweet he-ibo coupled one !•*- 
«< O bleffed bond ! happy Marriage ! 
<^ Which do'ft the match 'twixt Chrift and m preftg^ ! 
** O cbafteft frieadAiip, &c. 
( ** By thy dear £sivoury . aft^ our deceafe^ 
*' We leave behind our living iroa gca " ■ 
« By thee &€." Todd. 

} Ver. 755. and aU ike chmtmj Ckaniie$ h xOti 

in the Latin fignification, and, like cariiattf, compcebetfds all tlw 
jrelations, all the endearments of confimguiBity and affinity,, as in 
Cicero de QficiiSf u 17 • ** Cari font parentes, carl liberi, propia- 
qui» fomiliares ; fed omnes omnium eariiatei patria una complexa 
eft.*^ It is ufed likewife in this manner in the Italian, and by 
Taifo in the place which our author h here imitating: ^ Mm la 
charita de/j^/ivo/o, edelpddreJ* Newton* 

• Ver. 76U Wkqfe bed U undefird 4<c.] In aUofion to Bib. 
xiiiw 4. '^ Marriage u konourabk m all^ aad the hed rnkf^OedJ^ 
Add Milton muft have had a good opinion of marriage, or he 
would never have had three wives. And tkc^ugh this paacigyrick 
upon-wedded Love may be Gondemned as a digreifion» yet it caa 
hardly be called a digreffioni when it grows fo mtiirally out of the 
fubjedt and is introduced fo properly^ vriiile the aaaoo .of the^ 
poem is in a manner fuipended» and while Adam and Eve are 
lying down to fleep : And if. moralty be one graat end of poetry, 
that end caanot be better promoted than by foch digreffiops at 
tMsy and that upon bypocrify at the latter part of tfaetUnl 
book. Mawisov* . 
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Here Love his golden ihafts employs^ h&ce lights 
His conflant lamp> and waves his purple wing^^ 
Reigns here and revels; not in the bought finile 
Of harlotSj loyeleis^ pylefs, unendear*d^ fflS 
Caiual fruition; nor in court--amours, 
Mix'd dance, or wanton msdk, or midnight ball. 
Or ierenate^ which the ftarv*d lover fings 
To his proud fair, beft quitted with difdain. 770 
Theie^ lulled by nightingales, embracing flept, 

Ver. 7<i9. Hen Lofve U$ goUknJk^i empky^ &c.] See Mr. 
WartoB^s note, Ekg. vii. 47- Spenfer pain|i Love alfo *^ with 
WMg9 of jwrp2e and blew,'' Shep. CaL March. Bat both poets, 
as Mr. Dunfter remarks, owe this defcription to CJvid, Remm 
Amor. V. 701. To^B. 

Ver. 76s. Rtigluhertmd reveb;] What our author hat 
bjs of marriafe, Marino applies in the fame terms to Venus ia 
his. defcription of her, 4^^^ <^°^« ^' ^ ^^^9 audit is probable, 
that Milton alluded to t^s and other fuch extravagances of the 
poets, and meant to fay, that what they had extravagantly and 
fiilfely appUed to loofe wanton love, was really true of that paffion 
^n its ftate of innocence. 

^ Quiui Amor fi traftulla, e quindi impera." THTift. 

V^r. 767. ————— court-amoun, 

Mis*d dance, or wanton mq/k,] See the remarks 
on the ori^n of Comus, vol. vi. p. 221. And the note on Sam* 
fon^ ver. 1418. Tonn* 

Ver. 7€9* OrtortaniiOfnkkktlkttBi^dlaoerJbigi] Wecom^ 
aonly tny/eremide, with the Trench; but Milton«keeps, as itfual, 
ihe Italian wocd^ ferenaie; which thejlanfd lover fiqgs, Jtarv*df 
m this compliment was commonly paid mJerenOf in dear aoM 
nights. See Jloraoe, M. iii. x. 1. Niwtov. 

Ver. 77 1. The/e^ hiTdhg mghtingaUe, &c.] Theie are fome 
f erfes in an old play, called The Spani^ Tragedj^, which have 
ftlne. affiQity with thb defcription, and are tender and natural 
enough : h 2 
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148 PARADISE LOSTi iroOK iv. 

And on their naked limbs th6 flowery roof 
Showerdroles,whichthemorarepaird. Sleepon^ 
Bleft pair; and ! yet happiei)^ if ye fedc 
No happictr Ihite, and know to know no more.77^ 
Nowhadnight meafiir'd with herlhadowy cone 

** Our hour ihall be when Vefper *gins to rifei / 

" That furomons home diftrefled travellers: 

** There none fhall hear us, but the harmlefs birds. 

** Haply the gentle nightingale 

** Shall carrol us afleep e'er we be ware; 

*^ And, finging with the prickle at her breafty 

*' Tell our delight, &c." Callavdsk. • 

Vcr. 773. ShowerM rofesj Harington, OH. Fttr. B. 44. ft. 29- 
** And damfels from the'windowes high and towre?,^ 
'* To gratulate their profperous deeds and haps, 
« CkAJkowm qf rofti from their tender laps." 
This paflage may be compared with that of the ladies cafting 
*^ JhoiDTi offl(ywrs** on Solomon's bride, in Sylvcfter's Du6e^. 
1621; p. 458. Todd. 

Ver. 776. Now had night meqfur*d vsUh herjhadawjf ame} A 
cone is a figure round at bottom, and, lei&ning all the way» ends 
in a point. This is the form of the fliadow of the earth; the bafe 
of the cone (landing upon that fide of the globe where the fun is 
not, and confequently when it is night there. This c6ne, to thofe 
who are on the darkened fide of the earth, eould it be feen, would 
mount as the fun fell lowb^ and be at its utmoft higfath in thd 
vault' of their heaven when it was midnight. The ibadowy cone 
liad now arifen half way, confequently fuppofliig it to be about 
)ttw time when the days arid nights were of eqtial length (as it was 
B. )c. 329,) it muft be now about nine o'clock, the ufnal tiine of 
the Altgels fetting their fentries, as it immediately follows. This 
Js oMrUng the time very poeticdly. RicJfitA&DsoWi 

Fxio not ^nch admire the poetical imagery of this pafiage. It 
is to 'be found alfo in Henry More's S(mg of the Sout^ where 
Snpimnm, or Night, is defcribed with a coiHdi or pointed ^p 
that overihadows the earth, P. i. tL 25. 
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BOOK 17^ PARADISE LOBT^' 140 

Half way up hill this rail fubhinar vault. 
And from their ivory port the Cherubim, 
Forth iflidng at the accuftom'd hour, ftood arm*d 
To thw night watdies in warlike parade; 7^ 
When Gabriel to his n&Lt in power thus l^ake. 

Uzziel, half thefe draw off, and coaft the fouth 
Withftrifteft watch; thefe otherwheejthenorth; 



** there doth plaj 



** Still-pac'd Euphrona with her conick tire; 
<< By Health her fteeple cap flie doth eflay . 
" To whelm on earth/' Dunster. 

Ver. 777. Half bw up hil(] The cxpreffion is fomcthing dark, 
bat it is right. Half vsy up kiUy halfway towards midnight, the 
third .hour of the flighty tke aecujtom'd hour for the firft military 
watch to take their jx>unds. Spenfer, Faerie Qncfne, i. ii. 1. 

" Phflebus was cUmbing up the eafterp hill.** Bjentmy. 

Ver. 778. And from tkeir ivory port &€.] We cannot con* 
ceivejthathei^ is any allufion to the ivory gate of fleep, men- 
tioned by Homey and Vixgilj from whence falfe dreams proceeded; 
for the poet could never intend to infinuate that, what he was 
laying about the .angelick guards, was all a fidion. As the rock 
was of alabafter, ver. 543, lb he makes the gate of ivoiy, which 
was very proper for an eaftem gate, as the fined ivor^ comes from 
the eaft; ** India mittit ebur," Virg. Georg. S. 57/ And houfes 
and palaces of ivory are mentioned as inftances of magnificence 
in Scripture, as are likewife doors of ivory in Ovid, Mft, 
iv. 185. Newtoh. 

The poet feems herp to bint, that all this attendance of Ai^els 
was defigned only as a poetical embellifhment See Platoriis 0pp. 
edit. FIcin. p. 537, where there is alfo a defcription of Saturn's 
reign refembling Milton's of Paradife. STiLtiNOFLEEX. 

Ver. 782. Kaie/,] The next commanding Angel to Qabriel ; 
his name in Hebrew is the pen^th ijf God, as all Gpd's v^k^y 
Angels are. Hums. 
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150 PARADISE LOST. book vr. 

Our circuit meets full weft. As flame Aey part. 
Half wheeling to the fliield, half to the Ipear. 785 
From thefe, two flrong and fubtle Spirits he call'd 
That near him ftood, andgavethem thus in charge, 

Ithuriel and Zephon, with wing*d fpeed 
Search througli this garden, leave unfearch'd no 

nook; 
But chiefly where thofe two fair creatures lodge. 
Now laid perhaps afleep, fecure of harm. 791 

Ver. 784. Au fiamt they part,"] This break 

in the verfe is excellently adapted to the fubjed. They part, as 
the flame divides into feparate wreaths. . A (hort fiipile, but ex- 
preffive of their quickneik and rapidity, and of thdr brightnels 
and the fplendour of their armour at the fame time. Homer, in 
the fecond book of the lUad^ compares the march of the Trojans 
to the flame ; but this fimile is better fuited to thofe beings, of 
whom the Scripture fays, '^ He maketk his angels ffdiits^ and Ids 
minivers ajlame ofjire,'* Nbwton. 

Ver. 785. Half wheeling to the (hield, half to the fpear.|| 
" DecUnare ad hq/lam vel ad fcutum/' Livy. To wheel to the 
right or left* Hume. 

As all the Angels ftood in the eaftern gate, their right hand was 
to the north, to the /pear; their left hand to the fouth, to the 
Jkield. From thefe that wheeled to the fpear Gabriel calls out 
two: He himfelf then was in that company. Shield Aud /pear for 
]eft hand and right, while the men are fuppofed in arms, give a 
dignity of expreflion, more than the common words have. 

Bektlex- 
So Triffino, in bis ItaUa lAberata^ lib. vi. ¥. 55. 
** Tal, che fi voltan tutti quanti alfcudoj 
** E tutti air afia:* Todd. 
Ver. 788. Ithuriel and Zephon,] Two Angels having their 
names as indication of their offices. Ithuriel in Hebrew the dif" 
eweryrfOod. ZejAoninHehfewa/ccrei orfearcher offecrets. 
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BOOK It. PARADISE LOST, 1^1 

Tbb eyeniogiVom the fan*9 dedtae arriv'd. 
Who telk of feme infernal Spirit ieen 
Hitherward foent (who could have thought}) 

e&ap'd 
The bars^of Heil, on errand had no doubt: 7» 
Sudi» where ye find, iieife &ft, and hither bring. * 

So iaying, on he led his radiant file^ 
Dazzling the moon; thefe to the bower direct 
In iearch of whom thej ibught: Him there tbej 

found 
Squat like a toad, clofe at the ear of Eve, aqp 
iJaying by his devilifh art to reach 
The oigans of her fancy, and with them forgb 
lUufions, as he M, phantafnts and dreafps; 
Or if, inipiring venom^ he m^ht taint 
The animal ipirits, that from pure blood aii^ 805 

Ver. 802. Tie orgj^w of her bncy J Milton might remem- 
ber the pretended fairy's commiffion in the Meny Wiva of 
Wkd/or, A. v. S. v. 

" Raife up the orgam of h€rfantaj\/^ 

^ Sleep ihe as found as carelefs in&ncy.** Toi>0. i ! 

Ver. 804, Or if^ imfpirmg venom, &c.] So Virgil, JEm. vii. 
85 1 » where the ferpent, that the fury Aledo had flung ufMn 
Amata, creeps folitly over her, 

** Vipeream infpirans animam 

" Pertentat ieiiAis.'' Richardson. 

In like manner the fiiry Erinnys applies, to the heart tef Herod, 
in a dream, a feipent; which, ibeddtng its poifoa there, infpires 
him with cruelty and rage, Marino, Sirage de gU JnnoMffii, »lib'« i. 
This power of evil fpirits over the fancy and anhnil fpirils,i^ii 
minutely difcufied hy fFierus in his. ttttJm 4f LnmUt l^h) iii. cap; 
vtiL ed. U8(2, '' De Phimtate &c;'* Tmh. . . » 
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1 58 PARADISE LOST. book iv. 

Like gentle breaths from rivers pure, thence raife 
At leaft diftemper d, diicontented thoughts^ 
Vain hopes, vain aims^ inordinate deJSres> 
Blown up with high conceits ingendering pride. 
Him thus intent Ithuriel with his ipear sio 
Touched lightly; for no falihood can endure 
Touch of celeftial temper, hut returns 
Of force to its own likenefs: Up he itarts 
Difcover d and furpris'd. As when a ipark 
Lights on a heap of nitrous powder, ^laid 8i5 
fit for the tun fome magazine to itore 
Againil a rumour'd war, the finutty grain. 
With fiidden blaze didus'd, inflames the air; 
So ilarted up in his own ihape the Fiend. 
Back ilepit thofe two fair Angels, half amazed bm 
So fiidden to behold the grilly king; 
Yet thus, unmov d with fear, accoft him fbon. 

Which of thofe rebel Spirits adjudged to Hell 
Com'il thou, efcap d thy prifon? and, transformed. 
Why laf ft thou like an enemy in wait, sas 

Here watching at the head of theie that fleep? 

. Yer. 8O9. . ■ ■ ■ ingendering pride.] So, In 

Alexander's Tragedy of Jvl. Ca/ar^ 1607, where the poet is 
fpeakiog alfo of thofe who deride the Omnipotent: 

** Thofe that by foUie ingwder pride:* Todd. 

V«r. S14. ■ ' Ji when afyark 

LigXU Ml a ieap pf mtrout fofw^er^ &c.] Arioflo 
.vfa the AiMr tttile to defcribe a fudden fiart of paifion. Or/, /vr. 
C.x.lk40. 

• ** Hon ctm fin fthiitro, e solfo pure 
«« Tocco dal li»ca, fubito %' •▼vampa.'' Tbtbk* 
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BOOK tt. PARADISE LOST. iss 

ELno V je not tben, ikid Satim, filTd witE fcoil4 
Know ye not me? ye.knew me once no mate . ' - 
For you, there fitting where ye durft not fbat: 
Not to know me argues yourfelves unknown^ $36 
The loweft of your throng; or, if ye know, 
Why aik ye, and ilipeffluous begin 
Tourmeflage, like to end as much in vain? 

To whom thus Zephon, anfwering iicom unth 
fcom. 
Tbink not, revolted Spirit, thy ihape the &me, 835 

Ver. 8^9. ^ there fitting &c.] Asjitting is frequendy 

ufed in the Scriptures, and in other ancient writers, for a poihim 
that implies a high rank of dignity and power; Satan by this ex- 
preilion intimates his great fuperiority over them, that he had the 
privilege to Jity as an Angel of figure and authority. In an emi* 
nent part of Heaven, where they durji not/oar, where they did 
not prefame even to come* Gbesvwood* 

Ver* 834. To whom thus Zephofiy] Zephon is very properly 
made to anfwer him, and not Ithuriel^ that each of them may 
appear as a6lors upon this occ^fion. Ithuriel with his fpear re* 
.ftpred the Fiend to his own fhape, and Zephon rebukes him. It 
would not have been fo well, if the fame perfon had done botk 

Newtok. 

Ver. 835. mnk notf revolted Spirit^ thy (hape the fam«» 

Or undrminifli'd brightnefs to he hwrnf] Dr. Bent* 
ley judges rightly enough that the prefent reading is fiiulty ; for if 
the words, by Jhagt the fom^ are in the ablative qafe put abCor 
intely, it b neoefihry thi^t Mu/tniM^'i fiiould follow brightnefi: 
and accordingly the Dodor reads <* Or brightnefs undiminijhd:'* 
which order of the words we mud follow, unlefs it may be thought 
as fmall an alteration to read thus, 

.<* Think not, revolted Spirit, bj^. /hape the fame 
** Or undiminifli'd brightnefs to be Known:" 
Joft at in B. i«. 732, we have . t^ . 
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134 PARADISaC LOSH jmok nr. 

Or undiminifh'd farightnefi to be known. 
As when thoaftood*llmHeaveniq>rightandpui:e; 
That glcnry tben, when thou no moire wnft good. 
Departed from thee; and thou re&mbleft now 
Thy fin and place of doom oblcure and fool. 84b 
But come, for thou, be fiire, fhalt give account 
To him who ient us, whofe charge is to keep 
Hus place inviolable, and theie from harm. 

So i^ake the Cherub; and his grave rdbuke. 
Severe in youthful beauty, added grace $45 
Invincible: Abaih'd the Devil flood. 
And felt how awful goodnefs is, and &w 
Virtue in her fhape how lovely ; law, and pin d 



his hand was knofom 



<' In Heaven bjf maoy a towred firudurb high.^ Pearce. 

But without any alteration may we not underiland fiape and 
hrightnefi as in the accufative cafe after the verb tlmk? Think 
not thyKbape the fame, or andiroinUb'd brightnefs to be known 
now» as it was formerly in Heaven. Newton. 

Ven 845. Seotrt w ytmtkfml beauty, added grace] Vitgi^ 
Mm. ▼. SM. 

** Oratior et palchro veniens in corpore virtus." Newtok. 

V«r. 848. Virtvt « herjhape Iwm hoefyH What is faid here 
of feeing ** Virtae in her ihape how lovely/' is manifeftly borrowed 
from Plato and Cicero: ** Formom qniden^f^/dm et qoafi^arfli 
koae^ vides, qn« Ji oeidU cemtrehtrj mirabiles ameres, Qt ait 
PlatOy exdtaret fapientis.'^ Cic de Off. NEwtdv. 

Compare Sidney's Arcadia^ 13th edit. p. 302. <' If ever Virtm 
took a body to Jham kis (felf unconceivable) heamty^ it was in 
Pamela.'' But let Milton illuftrate himfelf : ^< And certainly Dif- 
cipline is not only the removal of Diforder; but, if any vifible 
ibape can be given to divine things, the very tySblejhape andimage 
of Virtati whereby flie is not otij/tm in tbe rq;ulaF geftuitt aad 
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BOOK m PARADISE L06T# %$$ 

His lofi; but chiefly to find here obienr*d 
His luilreYifibty impaired; yet&^em'd ssa 

Undaunted If I muft contend^ laid he^ 
Befl: with the befl;, the lender, not the ftnt, 
Or all at once; more glory will be won, 
Or lefs be loft. Thy fear, laid Zephon bold. 
Will iave us trial what the leaft can do 85,5 
Single againft thee wicked, and thence .weak. 
The Fiend replied not, overcome with rage; 
But, like a: proud fteed rein'd, went haughty on, 
Cham^ng his iron curb: To ifaive or fly 

motions of her heavenly paces as (he walks, bat alfo makes the 
harmony of her voice audible to mortal ears/' Prqfc'-JVorka, vol. 
1 p. 202, ed. 169B. Again, p. 205. ** The lovely Jkapcs of Ftr- 
tms and Glraces.'* Again, p. '2f7* ** The yttjfluipc and tifag^ 
ot Truth:' ToDP. 

Ibid. ' ' ' faWf 4md fit/d 

Mu hf$i\ Perfius, Sat. iii. 38. <* ViHntem yideant, 
intabefc&ntque relidft/' Hum. 

Ver. M9* But, Uke a proud deed reln*d, went haoghty ok. 

Champing kis iram eui^:'} This is literally from 
what Mercury lays to Prometheus, iEfchylus, Prom. Vm&» 1008w 

Mr. Stillingfleet alfo notices ^fchylusi and adds ApolL Rbo* 
diusy Argon. iv» l€06. 

i / fir* ff^liS^ yMfsf iti^dsir 



"^BrmwM- 



Bttt Milton, I think, did not here forget Spenfer, Tan, Qu. i. 1. K, 
** His migryjleede did chide his foming bitt, 
^ As mxkch di/dt^ning to the ctarbe to yield." 

And fee Dapktundat ver. 194. Nor may I omit Harington's 

taJiiation of Orl. Fur. l607i B. xxvil ft. S6. 
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IM PARADISE LOST. book iv. 

He held it vain; awe from above had quiell^d 80s 
His heart, hot elie difmay'd. Nowdrewthejnigh 
The weftem point, vehere thoie half^ronndibg 

guards 
Juii: met, and cloiing flood in iquadron join*d, 
AMraiting next command. To whom their Chie^ 
Gabriel, from the front thus called aloud bBs 

O friends! I hear the tread of nimble feet 
Hafling this way, and now by glimpfe diicera 
Ithuriel and Zephon through the ihade; 
And veith them comes a third of regal port. 
But faded Q)lendour v^ran; who by his gait 8;o 
And fierce demeanour ieems the Prince of Hell, 
Not likely to part hence without conteft; 
Stand firm, for in his look defiance lours* 

** While he thaXjatti^Jeed Frontioo vewd, 
** That proudly jckamping ftood upon his bit; &€." 
And thus Sylvefter, Du Bart. l6SJ, p. 2^9. 

^' the B,ngry Jteed, rifing and reimag prondbfy 

«< Cibnf» on his buruifht bitt/' Todd* - 

Ver. S66. /Hends ! I hear &c.] Milton in this whole 
epifode, keeps dofe to his mailer Homer, who fends out Ulyfle» 
and Diomede into the Trojan caiiip as fpiesi tUad x. 593, &c. 
' ?0 ^iXk ' ■ ■ ■ . 

*hnrm ^ mxmihn UfA^t iirmf ^tmrm ^SiiAAii* 
** O friends 1 I hear the tread 'of nimble feet«** 

'' He fcarce had ended, when thofe two approach*d« 

Uptok. 

Ver. 873. for in his look defiance Amrt.] So, in 

Sanifim, of Harapha, ver. 1073* ■ \ • 

^* His habit carries paace, kU brow de/loMcc." 
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BOOR iv; PARADISE LOBTT. . 157 

Heicarcelmdendediwhentlic^etwo;^^ 
And brief related whom they brought, where 
foiind, 874 

How bufied, in what form and pofture conch'd. 

To whom with ftem regard tbos Galndel l^ake; 
Why haftthou, Satan, brokethebounds.pre^b!d 
To thy tranigreflions, and difhirb*d the cfaaige 
Of others, who approve not to tranigrds sac 
By thy example, but have power and right 
To ^eftion thy bold entrance on this place; 
£mploy d, it feems, to violate lleep, and thofe 
Who& dwelling God hath planted here in blifi? 

To whom thus Satan with contemptuous brow. 
Gabridl'thou hadft inHeaven the efteemof wifc^ 
And iuch I held thee; but this queftion afk'd 8S7 
Puts me in doubt Lives there who loveshis pain? 

Pope copies the Par. Loft, in hii Temple of Forney v. 343. 

** And proud defiance in their looks they bore/* Todd. 

Vcr. 877. 'ooUh fiem regard] Anfwering to the 

Homerick, h»h hfiifitv^j Iliad iii. and Mr*^i'Jbr, J/, iv. Hume. 

Yen 878. Why hq^ thou^ Satan, broke the bounds pre/crib' d 
To thjf tran/greffionSy'] Milton means, as I fuppofe, 
that the bounds of Hell were by God prefcribed to Satan's tranf- 
greffions, fo as that it was intended he fhould tranfgrefs na where 
elfe, hwt wiihin thofe bounds; wheread he was now attempting t« 
tranfgrefs withoyi them. Newtov. 

Ver. 883. to violate ;^!eep,] Shakfpeare in 

Matbetky has a ilrpnger expreffioo, ^* to murder deepf* both 
equally proper in the places where they are employed. Nbwton. 

Ver. i$7. InU this quepon q/k'd 

Putt me in doubt,] Homer: Thou fee&edfta wife 
■laii formerly, Nifp f i^i fmri I^imk. Bxntlbt. 4 
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IM PARAX>IS£ LOST. book it. 

Who wiodd not, finding way, hteak loofe fix>m 

Hell, 
Though thither doom'd? Thou wouldft thyielf, 

no donbt^ 890 

And boldly venture to whatever place 
Fartheft fit)m pain, where thou mightft hope to 

daange 
Tdrment with eaie, and fboneft recompenie 
Dole with delight^ which in this place I fought; 
To thee no reafon, who know'ft only goo4 ^9^ 
But evil hail not tried: and wilt objeA 
HiB win who bounds us? liCt him facet bar 
His iron gates, if he intends our ftay 
In that dark durance: Thus much what wasaJkU 



Yen t99* ' where Hou migktfi hope to change 

Torment with ea/ky} Dr. Bentley would read *'for 
taSe:^ Bttt, ** to cbangenorment with eafe/' is according to tha 
Latins, whom Milton often follows: <<g1andem mutavit wriftA^ 
Virgil) Georg. i. 8. Newtov. 

To change with is alfo the language of Sbakfpeare, in CynMhu^ 
A. i. S, vi. 



to ftiift hta heingy 



" I» to exchange one mifery with another.*' STSBvsira. 

. Ver. 894. Dole with delight,] Shakfpeare ufes the (ame an« 
tkhefiiy Hamkt, A. i. S. ii. 



<' weighing ddighi and dokJ 



Compare alfo Tke Rare Ttiumphes of Lone and Forimti 1£89# 
'< Dok and difpaire henc^foorth be thy ieHght!" Ta^B^ 

Ver. 396. andwUtohfea 

Hie will who boande u$f] The pronoun tkm it ud- 
derftood. It is a concife way of fpeaking^ fomething like ^ and 
knowyt/or whom^'' B. ii. 730. NiwToir. 
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BOOK vf. PARADISE LOST. 159 

The reft £s tnt, thej ^undme where they fay; 
But that impfies not yiblenee or harm. 901 

Thus he in ibom. The vrarHke Angel moy d, 
Difdainfully half imilin^ thus replied 
O lofs of one in Hearen to judge of wife 
Since Satan fell, whom folly overthrew, gca 
And now returns him from his prifbn *fcap'd. 
Gravely in doubt whether to hold them wife 
Or not, whoafls: whatboldndsbroughthimhither 
UnIioens*d from his bounds in Hell preferibM; 
So wife he judges it to fly from pain 910 

However, and to 'icape his punifhment! 
So judge thou fHll, preiumptuous! till the wrath. 
Which thou inburr ft by flying, meet thy flight 
Sevenfold, and fcourge that wifdom back to Hell, 
Which taught thee yet no better, that no paingis 
^Can equal anger infinite provoked. 
But wherefore thou alone ? wherefore with thee 
Came not all hell broke looie? is pain to them 
Leis pain, lefs to be fled; or thou than th^ 

Vcf, 903. Dijaamfvttff hdf fmilmg,'\ Concifely expiefled. 
Ttflb iiTes two lines to give us the fame idea, Oier. Idb. C. v. & 42« 

'' Sorrife all' hor Riualdo; e con un volto, 

'< In cut tra *1 rifo lampeggio lo fdegno/' 
Again, C. xix, ft. 4. 

^ Sorrife il buon Tancredi un cotal rifo 

" Di fdcgno.** Bowle, 

Skeltoi, in his Prologue to the Bouge of Court^^ defcribei the 
Moon 



'Vf^h/H^ Mfs in/com^ 

" At our foly, and our vnftedfi|ftneflb.'' Todb. 
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IM PARADISE LOST: jiook iv; 

Lefs hatdy to endure? G6uTageoa& Chief! 920 
The firft in flight from pain ! hadfl: fhoii ali^'d . 
To thy deferted hoft this cauie of flight. 
Thou iurely hadft not come ible fugitive. 

To which the Fiend thus aniwer d, frowning 
ftem. 
Not that I lefs endure, or flirink from pain, g2s 
Infulting Angel! well thou know'ft I flood 
Thy fiercefl, when in battle to thy aid 
The blading voUied thunder made all fpced. 
And feconded thy elle not dreaded ipear. 
But flill thy words at random, as before, gab 
Argue thy inexperience what^behoyes 
From hard afl&ys and ill fucceflles pail 
A faithful leader, not to hazard all 
Through ways of danger by himfelf untried : 

Ver. 9«7- Thy fiercefiji - Dr. Bentley reads « The fieroeft," 
that is, pain : But '< Thy fierceft'* is right, and we may under- 
hand it with Dr. Pcarce, " Thy Jiercejt attack,'* dr, with Mr. 
RichardfoD, << Thyjierc^ emmyj' Fiercejt is ufed as a fubftai^ 
tivc, as Milton often ufes adjedives. Dr. Pearce gives fevend 
inftances; '^ The finjibl^ of pain," Par. L. B. ii. 278; "The 
fiony from their hearts," B. xi. 4; " His befi of man/* B. xi. 497^ 

NawTON* 

Ver. 928. The blajling] Thus it is in the firft edition : The 
fecond has it Thy ; but it is wrong no doubt. The word occurs 
very often thereabout, and probably occafioned the miftake. 
The fenfe requires it to be The. Richardson. 

^ Ver. 9^9. And feconded thy elfe not dreaded fpear.^ So,^ in 
Virgil; J5fi. kU. 894. . 

" Non me lua fervida terrent 

•• Dida^ ferox : dii me terrent et Jupiter hoftis." Todd. 
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^OK iv> PARADISE LOST. t6i 

I» therefor^ I alone firft undertook g^s 

To wing the defolate abyfs, and f^j 
This new created world, whereof in Hell 
Fame is not filent, here in hope to find 
Better. abode, and my afflided Powers 
To fettle here on earth, or in mid air; 940 
Though for pofieflion put to try once more 
What thou and thy gay l^ons dare againft; 
Wboie eafier bufineis were to ienre their Lord 
High up in Heayen, with fbngs to hymn his 

,throne> 
And pradis'd diftances to cringe, not fight 9^ 
To whom the warriour Angel loon replied 
To lay and llraight unlay, pretending firli 
Wife to fiy pain, profefling next the Ipy, 
Argues no leader but a liar tracM, . 94g^ 

Satan, and couldft thou faithful add ? O name, 
O lacred haine of faithfulnels profanM ! 
Faithfur to whom ? to thy rebellious crew ? 
Army of Hends, fit body to fit head. 
Was this your difcipline tod fiuth engaged, 

Vcr. 944. ■ ' tFith/<mgs to AjfiMi kU throne^ 

Afidpra^Hd dijhiuet to crmge^ not^gkiJ] Tbif 
is the uutamed iDfolencD of Prometheiis to tbe Chonis, Prom, 
Vmd. V. 945, edit. SchiiU. 

Ver. 945. JndfraaU^d dij(mce$ to cringe^] With is under^ 
flood. ^' With foDgs to hymn his throne, and wifk pra&is'4 
^ifbuices to cringe." Dr. Bentky hits ftrangely mifiaken it. 

PSARCE. 
TOL. XIX* M 
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l«fe PARADISE LOftT. book it. 

Your militaiy obedience, to diflcflv^ g$B 

Allegiance to theacknowledg'd Power fti|yreme? 
And thou, fly hypocrite, who now wouldft feem 
Patron of liberty, who «M)re than thou 
Once fawn'd, and cring'd, and fervily ador*d 
Heaven I) awful Monarch ? wherefore, but in 
hope - 9^ 

To difpofieft him, and thyfelf to reign ? 
But mark what I arreed thee now, Atant ; 
i)y thither whence thou fledil! If from thb hour 
Within thefe h'allow'd limits thou appear, 
BftcM to tbe infernal pit I drag thee chain'd, g8» 
And ieiil thee iS^ a» hencefforth not ta ftom 
The ikcile gates of Hell too flightty baM**d 

So tfareateii'd he; bM Siitttn to no threatft* 
Gave heed, but waring more in rage replied! 

Ver. 962: Bamnrk xtktC T m^ei Om ii«w,] THv vMMier^ 
m which Mercury deuounces puDifhmeiit to P^omethi^UB, i» (onr^ 
Itr. Sfec JEfch. Prom. VinB. v. IO79, ed. fqpr. 
'AAA' Jk /a4fithfty &^ \ym iCft^Sytt' », r. A. 
Areed^ or areadj k ^ Saxo» wofd fignifyitig' to dppoki; Uf d^ 
crce : in which fenfe it is ufed by Chaucer, and alfo by bifliop 
Hall in his Satires. Toi>d* 

Ver. 9fiS. ■ -^ w I dr§g tM] tbd^ piefent tenfe 

uM for tiie fatare» to &§idfy the immediat* exeoMkm of th^' 
menace. Hums. 

A Latiuifm, and very einpliatieal. <* Quae prima pericula rt/o,'* 
Virgil, iEs, iii. 367* '' Cui famula trador f Quern dominuna 
toarf* Seneca, Troad. 47d. RtcwaaBaov* 

Ver. 9S6. And feal ikeejb,] Thid feems to allude to the 
chaining of Satan, Rev. xx, 3. ** And he cafthim into the boi^ 
t»mlef9 pitt and (hut him, and^ef ay^o/ upon hiffl.^' Hums* 
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Then whto I am thy captive talk of chains. 
Proud limitary Cherub ! but ere thcin 971 
I^ heavier load thylfelf exped to feel 
Frorii my prevailing af m, though Heaven*8 King 
llide on thy wings, and thou with thy compedrisi 
Us'd to the yoke, draw'ft his triumphant whfeela 
In progrefe through the road of Heaven llar- 
pav'd. gte 

Ver. 971* Proud \\mtBxy Chitvb I] Thovi ^loud pre/cnbmg 
Ang^ly that prefumefl to limit me, and appoint my prifon, ac- 
cording to Mr. Home. Or rather, limitary, fet to guard the 
hounds 'f, a taimt infoUiDg the good Angel as one employed in a 
little mean office, according to Mr« Ricbardfon. For limitary^ 
U Dr. Heylin Remarks, is from Umitatteus. Milites Umitanei are 
foldiers in garrifon upon the frontiers. And, as Mr. Thyer adds, 
the word is intended as a fcomful fneer upon what Gabriel had 
juft faid, 

" ff from this hour 

<^ Within thefe hallowed limits thou appear.*^ Newtoit* 

Umitour in Chaucer meaas a frifur reftrained to th« ezerdfe of 
his fiindion tJi certdu limits* See Glofs. Urry's Chaucer, V* li- 
mitour. Stillinoflebt. 

Ver. S7^ Bide on thy aings, &c.] This Teems to allude to 
Ezekiel's vifion, where four cherubiras are appointed to the four 
w&eels : ** And the Cherubims did lift up their wings, and the 
wheels beiide them ; and the gloiy of the Lord God of Ifrael was 
(Aktthem oikf6iJ* See chap, i and x. and xi. 22. Newtok. 

Or .the allufioD may be perhaps to that (ublime pafiage, PfaXm 
xviii. 10. '< He rode upon a Cherub^ and did fly." Todd. 

Ver. 975. ' Heaoen Jtar-psnfd.'} So, in 

Epgrammes &c. by J. Afhmore, 4to. l621, p. 33. A fpeech 
loade to the King &c. at Rippon ; 

** High Jove^ with all the gods togedier met, 
** To fee, great King^ thy coming to this town, 
** The cafements large qfheauen have open fet^ 
M 2 
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While thus he fpake, the angelick fquadron 

bright 
Tum'd fiery red, Iharpening in mooned horns 
Their phalanx, and began to hem him round 
With ported fpears, as thick as when a field 9m 
Of Ceres ripe for harveft waving bends 
Her bearded grove of ears, which way the wind 
Sways them; the careful plowman doubting 

flands, 
Left on the threfliing floor hb hopdeis (heaves 

•' And from their ptr^fov^d flooD have fent me down, . 
" Thee in their name to welcome, ficc.*' Todd* 

Ver. 977. '*« angelick fquadron} This is a 

frequent phrafc in Italian poetry. Thus in Po^ Del 8, F. Tefti, 
iiliian l658, p. 4,73. ' 

,. ** Efulti il mondo, 

** £ da gV empire! regni . , 

•» Tuito a uozze si degnc 
^' De r angeliche/juadre applauda it coro.** 
And in the Adamo of Andreini, Milan lfil7» p« 3, 

^* O merauiglie nooe^ 6 facro, b fanto 
K •^ De r angdkhefquadrt etemo oggetto/* Todd« 

, Ver. 980. With ported fpears^'] With their fpears bomf 
jointed towards him. A military term. Hums. 

' Ibid. * — - as thick as fvhen afield &c*3 It is ftaniliac 

with the poets to compare an army with their fpears and fwords 
to a field of landing corn* Homer has a fimile much of thf 
fame nature comparing the motion of the army, afler Agamem- 
nfon's fpeech^ to the waving of the ears of corn, Iliad \u \4lf. 

Nawtow. 

Virgil has comprelTed the fimile into a fingle metaphor, equally « 
Agnificativc^ Ceorg. ii. 142. 

** Nee galeis densisque y'lrtm feges horruit bafiis.'^ Tpod. 
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Prove chaSi On the other fide, Satan, alailn'd, 
CoUeAing all his might, dilated flood, gsg 

Ver« 986* - dilated j^oorf,] Milton is indebte4» 

I fa'Dcy) for this nervous expreffion to the following defcriptioo 
of Taffo's Argantes addreffing himfelf to fight with Tancred, 
Gier. Uh. C. xix. ft. 12. 

** Ma dijttfo e eretto il fero Aig^te.*^ 
Dytefo in Ittdian, is exadly the fame with dilated in £ngliih» and 
,exprefles very ftrongly the attitude of an eager and undaunted 
combatant, where fury not only feeros to ere^ and enlarge bis 
iiature, but expands as it were his whole frame, and extendt 
every liteb. I do not remember to have ever before met with the 
word dUaitd lipplied in the fame manner in our language. 

Thyeh. 

If Milton had intended dilated in the fenfe fuppofcd by Mr* 
Thyer, it would have been a condenfed but exa^ly firailar de» 
fcription to what h^ has given of Death, in the preparation for the 
combat with Satan, where the gridy Terrour is afiually fwellcd 
and difiended with rage and fury, Fttr. L. B. ii. f05. 

** So fpake the grifly Terrour, and in (hape, 

'* So fpeaking and fo threatening, grew tenfold 

*^ More dreadful and deform :'* 
While 

* * on the other fide, 

** Incens'd with indignation, Satan flood 

** Unterrified, and like a comet burn'd.'* 
Thir is a fine defcription of two deiperadoes, equally matched, 
from the violence of altercation ruihing to furious combat ; the 
refult of which feems doubtful. But how different is the iituatioR 
of Satan in this place ! Satan is here fo far from being uikter^ 
rified, that he is abfolutely alarm'd ; and he only colleds his 
might, and dilates himfelf, that is, makes the meft of his perfo* 
nal bulk and ftature, to mke the fineft poffible pofition, and beft 
to oppofe the foes that encircle him. His objed here is felf-de^ 
fence. But it is a felf-defence worthy of the great Adverfary of 
God and Man, one of the interefiing features of wbofe ^haraae^ 
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Like Teueriff or Atlas, unremov'd : 

His nature reached the iky, and on J3J3 cpf& 

Sat Horrour plum'd ; nor wanted in his grafp 

as drawn by the poet, is refolution in danger. It therefore well 
admits the poetical decorations that follow. Dunster. 

Ver. 987. Like Teneriff or Atlas, upremov'd:] So Sataj) lA 
Taffo, as Mr. Thy^r obferves, Gier. Lib. C. iv. ft. 6. 
** Ne pyr Ca^ n' inalza^ 6 *1 ra^gno Atlantes 
" Ch' anzi lui non parefle un picciol coire." 
Unremofoed for immffO€af>le^ Mr. Thyer adds, is very poetical, ^d 
juftified by Milton's '' conjugal attraction unrefrov*^,^* and Sgw 
fer's ^^unrepraoed truth." Mr. Steevens offers a jparallel jex|ifcf- 
fion from the firft part of Shakfpeare's K. Hen. vi. 
*^ Strong-fixed is the houfe of Lancafter, 
" And, like a mountain, ncf to be remofffd.'* ^ 

We may alfo coiapare Ffalm czxv. i. But I have foi^od ^{iUoIl*s 
word, and the application of it to mountain^ in Fairfax's ^aflo^ 
B.ix. ft.31. 

i* u 2^ ^ ffunmtittn, or a cape of land, 

" Aflfaird with fiorms and feas on every fidf^, 
■'- « Doth unremouedt ftedfaft, ftiU withftand 
** Storme, thunder, &c." Todd. 

Ver. 988. Hisjtature reached tkejky,] It is probable, that, 

* befides Homer's Difcard, and Vii;gii's Fame, mentioned by Ad* 

difon, Milton alluded likewife to that npble d^fcription in the 

book of m/dom, xviii. \6 ; '< It tQ¥cM the kfoxm^ bfU it Jood 

upon the earth** Nswton. 

Caxton, in the L^ of Saynt Anthonyej fays, *^ The detU ap- 
pyered to hym in fo grete Ajtature that he towched the heven^** 
Golden Legende, 1483, fol. 115. Bowle. 

Ver. 989. Sat Horrour plumM ;] See Mr. Warton's note, 
In Quintum Novembri^, v. 148. I will endeavour alfo to illuftrate 
tHis pafTage^ notwithftanding Mr. Warton difcourages any expla- 
nation of it, by citations from preceding poets. Thus, in Beau- 
mont and Fletcher's Bonduca^ where, in hef prayer before battle, 
the heroine exclaims, A. iii. S. u 
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* This day pale Terrour fit!" 
^1 ID Maffiflger^s Unnatural Vothhat^ as jthe hte editor of that 
dnunatick po^ bu «iiN oblannBd'j 

^ - v < " titi ftimfii Vi^pify . 

*' Had made her contant Jiand upon their helmets.'* 
And compare Sandys, Paraph, on the PfaJmg^ ed. l648, j). 109. 

!" <:;9i|^f<l o» % jvoid dodt//.'' 
And ne Baltk ffMca%qr, «o- 1594, ad fin. A. 4. 

^'Vknd yitt99^' to lig^f 191M 9]^ crf^." Todd. 

Ibid. -ffidr^cdtefifi-rfiH his gra/p Arc.} This is faid to fignify 
Ifaftt he wanted not arms, though he was huf juft raifed out of the 
form of a toad. Me was rcprefetrted as in arms, B. it. StC, 
when he was upon the point cf engaging with Death; ftr\d we 
muft foppoft! that his power, as an Angel, was fuch, that he 
eodld ftflbme them upon oecafion whenever he pleafed. Newto;^. 

In the firft /hadowy defcriptiop of Death, B. ii. 672^ ^iijton 
had faid in the fineft manner, and with the beA cfiect of the ra^il 
fublinfte indiAindnefs, 

** what^/eem'rf his head, 
** The Hkeneft of a kingly crown had on :" 
Here the intimation, th^t Satan's axms were a mere femblancej^ 
has a bad effe€t» Indeed it is abfurd, and renders tlie defcription, 
which follows, of what might have happened had ah encounter 
taken place, aJ[)folute1y ridiculous. Dunstee. 

Ver.99t« ■■ » * " — ^ n^r only Paradi/h &c.] Tl^is re* 
p^efentatioo af what mud have happened, if Gabriel ^od Bat^i). 
liad encounter^y is iia9gined in.t^fe few liqes wkh a npbieAeik 
fukabla to the o^caiioo, and is ^n improvement upon a thQUgl^t 
Hk Hoinai^ where he reprefents the terroiprs which iai|ft hi(ve ftt* 
tended the conflidof two fu/cb Powers ^ Jupiter ai>d Neptune, 
Iliad: zv. 324. 
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III this commotion, but the ftarry cope 
Of Heaven perhaps, or all the elements 
At leafl had gone to wrack, difturb'd and torn > 
With violence of this conflict had not ibon ggs 
The Eternal, to prevent fuch horrid fiay, 
Hung forth in Heaven his golden fcales, yet ieen 
Betwixt Aftrea and the Scorpion fign. 
Wherein all things created firil he v^reighNi, 

02ri^ FijprifM liiri ^v^, Kf€H9 «/»^ UfTtu Nswtok; 

Vcr. 996. The Eternal, to prcoentfuch korridjray. 

Hung forth tfi Heaven kit golden/cales, yetfeem 
J^etqnxt 4firea and the Scorpion Jign,] ; Addifon 
has referred tp the golden fcalei», in tbe twenty fecond lUad, in 
which Jupiter weighs t}ie fates of He^r and Achilles ; and tq 
Viigil's fcales, in the twelfth JS;tu^, in which the fates of Tumas- 
imd iEneas fixt weighed. But, as Dr. Newton has obfenred, the 
allufion to the heavenly fign, Ii6r<i| or The Scakt, is a beauty, 
that is not in Hpmer or Viilgil> and gives a ipaiiifeft advantage 
over both their defcriptioQs. See alfo Pope's pbfiprvations on 
this paflage, ip his notes on the eighth Iliad. Topn, 

Ver. 999^ Whereiff aU things ereqted Jirjt he weigh*d,] This 
incpreffion of weighing the creation f^t Arfty aqd of pU, events 
fince, gives us pi fublime idea of Providencey and is conformabli; 
. to the ftyle of Scripture, Jfaiah 3^1. 1% ♦♦ Who weighed the 
mountains in fcaleSj and the hills in a balance.'' See alfo Job 
xxviii. 25 f and zxxvii. l6. And, fpr weighing particular events, 
fee I Sam. ii. ?. " By him anions are ineighed." And Prov. 
xvi. 2. " The Lord weigheth the ffiriitJ* I do not recoiled 
an inftance of weighing battles particularly, but there is foundation' 
enough for that in Homer and VirgiL And, for weighing king^ 
dome, fee Daniel v. 26, 27. ** God hath numbered thy kingdom, 
#nd finiihed it ; thou art toeighed in the balances.** So finely has 
Milton improved upon -the fidions of the poets by the eterqa] 
truths of Holy Scripture. N^nirTpVt 
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The pendulous round earth with balanced air looo 
In counterpoife, now pionders all events, 
Battles and realms: In thefe he put two weights; 
The fequel each of parting and of fight : 

Ver. 1000. Tie pendulous roimd earth'] The round worlds 
Ibat feems to ^rkmig/' as Job fays, ** on nothing/' xxvi. /• 
For fo 18 the air, in refped of any bafis or fuftentation, Hv nx. 

Shakfpeare, in K. Lear, ufes the expreffion of ** pendulous 
mr/' But compare Milton's poem In Obitum ProoancellarUf 
ver. 3. 

''Qui pendulum telharis orhem 
"lapeti colitis nepotes," Todd. 

Ver. 1003. The fequel each of parting and qfjght:'] Dr* 
Bentley reads 1< The J^al each &c/' To underftand which -qf 
thefe two readings fuits the place bed, let us confider the poefs 
thought, which was this: God put in the golden fcales two 
weights : in the one fcale he put the weight, which was theyi- 
qud (that is reprefenled the confequence) of Satan's parting 
from them : in the other foale he put the weight, which was the 
fiquel of Satan's ^A^tng; neither of the fcales had any thing in 
it immediately relating to Gabriel : And therefore Dr. Bentley 
miilakes (I think) when he fays^ that the afcending weight, 
Satan's, was the fignal to him of defeat : the defcending, G^briers, 
theJgniU to him of vidory : They were both iignals (if fignals) 
4o Satan only, for he only was weigh' d, ver. 1012; or rather 
tfiey (hewed him what would be the confequence both of his 
fighting and of his retreating. The fcale in which lay the 
weight, that was the fequel oi hit Jighting^ by afcending fhowed 
him that he was light in armSy and could not obtain vidlory ; 
whereas the other fcale, in which was the fequel of his parting 
or retreating, having defcended, itwasa-fign that his going off' 
quietly would be his wifed and weightieft attempt. ; 

The reader will excufe my having been fo long in this note,., 
vben he coQfiders that Dr. Bentley, and probably many others* 
have mifunderflood Milton's thought about ^ the fcales, judging 
of it by what they .read of Jupiter's fcales in Homer and Virplt. 
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71;^]^tt6r<}uicki^ flew, and]ddc*d the besun; ioo4 
Which (^^briel ipyiog^ thus befpake the Fiei^d. 

the account of which i^ vety 4iiffereiit from this of MiltoQ; ftr 
in them the fates of the two combatants are weighed one ag^inft 
the other, and the defcent of one of the fcales forefhowed the 
death of ^him vhofe ^te lay iq that fcale, << quo vergai pomiere 
Uthum:^* vfthmtMsin Milton nothing is weighedbut what relatts 
tD 8atan only, and ia the ^wo fcales are weighed tha two diftoant 
peqts pf .hit retrei^ting iiin<} his fighting. Froip what has b«en 
f«id it may appear pretty plainly, that Milton by /ejfwe/ mc^At 
the confequence or eoenty as it is expreifed in ver. 1001^ and 
then there will be no occafiop for Dr. Bentley's/^aaZ ; both be- 
cairfe it is a very improper word in this place, and becaufe a 
^gnal of parting and of Jight^ can be nothing elfe than a iignal 
when to part, and when to fight ; which he will not pretend to 
be the poet's meaning. Pea rob* 

It miiy be proper to produce the paflag^ from Homer and Vir- 
gil, of which fo much has been faid; that the reader may have 
the iatisfaAi<^n of comparing them v(\i\i Milton. lUad viU. 6^. 

Tb^ iiftma lilies, miUatif mui^fidi^j are applied to Uedor and 
Aohilles 9D ^be twenty-rfecopd bool^. The fsS$fft iu Virgil u 
4ortv, ^ndd xiu 7^5. 

** Jupiter ipie duas oequato examioe lancea 
^ Sttftioet; et lala impanit diveria dajpfum; 
** Quern dannet labor, «t quo veigat pondere iethun.** 
Hioug^ there is fome refemblance in thefe pipages to Milton, yet 
there is alfo great difl^rence. There are gt^den fcales in Homer, 
3S well as in Milton ; but Milton, in fome meafbre, authorises 
the fidion, by making his fcales the ht^nce in the heavens, la 
Homer and Virgil the combatants are weighed one againft another: 
But here oniy Satan is weighed; in one fcale the coofequeoc^ of 
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^UOi, I^^JwOiy ^rwg^, andH^bw know'ft 

^pl^pQgflWn» 1)111: giyepc W\»t€oily tbc» 
Tq boail what arms can do? lince thijMS ijo more 
Than Heaven permits, nor mine, though doubled 

now loog 

To tr?imple thee as mire: For probf look ijp, 
And cead tliy lot in yon r^effial iign; 
Where thou art weighed, and fliown how light, 

how weak. 

Ills jetreating, in the other of his ^ghtin^. ^nd there if ^ 
further iroprovementy that, ^ in Uqmer ^d yir^il the fa^s Ktfi 
weighed to fatisfy Jupiter himfelf, it is here done' to fatisfy only 
the contending parties; for Satan to read his own deftiny. So 
that when Milton imitates a fine paflfage, he does not imitate it 
fervilely, but makes it as I may fay an oiig^Ml of his own, by 
his manner of sazyiog and improving it. K£W9p]i» 

Ver. 1005. Which Gabriel fpying,] Triffino, in the twenty- 
feventh book of his Italia Uberaiay reprefents^the Creator weigh* 
ingy with his golden fcalea, the fates of the contending parties, 
the Romans and the Goths ; and, on the defcent of the one and 
the afcent of the oth^r, hfi %4ds 

^* // che vedendo gli angioli divini, 

*^ Ck)nobber chiara la fentenzia etema, 

" £ totalmente abbandonaro i Goti." Todd. 

Ver. 1008. Jince thine no more 

Than Heaven permits^ nor mine,] Tkine and mine 
refer Xojtrength^ v. 1006, not to armi^ the fubftantive preceding. 

Newtok. 

Ver. 1010. To trample thee as mire:] See Ifaiah x. 6, to 
which Dr. Gillies refers. ** To tread them down like the mire in 
the dreets/' And i Sam, xxii. 43. Todd. 

Ver. 1012. Where thou art weigh% andjhovm how lights &c.] 
He does not make the afcending fcale the fign of vidlory as itt 
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If thou refift. The Fiend looked up^ and knew 
His mounted fcale aloft: Nor more; but fled 
Murmuring, and with him fled the fliiades of 
night 1015 

Homer and Virgil, but of ligbtnefs and weakneis according to 
that of Belfhazzar, Dan. v. 27* ** Thou art weighed in the 
balances, and art found wanting/' So ^iie it is, that Milton 
-oftener imitates Scripture than Homer and Vixgik even where he 
is thought to imitate them moft. Nswtov. , , 

Ver. 1014. but /cJ] As Apollo, in 

Tryphiodorus, upon feeing the ill fuccefs of the Trojans, retires 
into Lycia; fo Satan here betakes himfelf to flight, on viewing 
the lightnefs of his own fcale. Merrick's TrypUadorut^ Eng. 
Tranfl. 8vo. Ox. 17S9, p. HO. Todd. 

Ver. 1015. Mumnarmg,'] As in Taflb, where Michael drives 
back the infernal fpirits to Hell, Gigr. JUbi C. ix. 
^^EE^gemmdoMattdomn^Ae belie 
** Region* de l&luce, &c." Dvvstsr. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Morning approachedy Eve relates to Adam her trau- 
blefame dream; he likes it not, yet comforts her: 
They come forth to their day-labours : Thar 
morning hymn at the door of their bower. Gad, 
to render man inexcufable, fends Raphael to ad- 
monijh him of his obedience, of his free eftatCy of 
his enemy near at hand, who he is, and why his 
enemy, and whatever elfe may avail Adam to know. 
Raphael comes dawn to ParaS/e; his i^fpearance 
defcribed; his coming difcemed by Adam afar off* 
Jitting at the door of his bower; he goes out to 
meet him, brings him to his lodge, entertains him 
with the choice/1 fruits of Paradife got together 
by Eve; their difcourfe at table: Raphael per^ 
forms his mejfage, minds Adam of his Jlate and 
of his enemy; relates, at AdanCs requeji, who 
that enemy is, and hofw he came to befo, beginning 
from his firji revolt in Heaven, and the occafon 
thereof; haw he drew his legions after him to the 
parts of the north, and there incited them to 
rebel with hink^ perfuading all but only Abdiel a 
Seraph, who in argument diffiMdes and oppofee 
him, thenforfakes him* 
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BOOK V. 

Now Mom, het rofy fteps in the eaflem clime 
Advancing fbw*d the earth with orient pearl, 

Ver. 1. Noa Mom^ her rofyjepf &c.] This is the morning 
of the day, after Satan's coming to the earth; and, as Homer 
calls the morning ^mMmtvAh rofy-fing^redt Milton here g>ves her 
^^fy ft^y ^^^y in B. vi. 3, a rofy hand. The inoni is Mtgray^. 
then rofy^ upon the nearer approach of the fun. And (he is faid 
to fow the earth &c. by the fame fort of metaphor as Lucretiot 
Ays of the fun, Lib. ii. 21 i. 

f. " lumine cmferit arva." Newton. 

Mr. Upton and Mr. Wakefield have noted the exiftence of this 
metaphor, in a piece of unknown poetry quoted by Ariftotle in 
his Poeticks : SnElPDN ^tmrlfM ^AOtA. Mr. Thyer points out 
thb propriety of Milton*s expreflion, fau^d the earth with orient 
pearl, as more obfervable than that of Lucretius; fince the dcw^ 
dr&p9 ha?e fomething of the (hape and* appearance of fcaiiered 
fieif: He might have added Spenfer^s exprellibn of <« pearfyd^J* 
nter: Qtt. W. V. 45. And in an old Scotlifti poerai there occut, 
thefe lines: 

** The fylvef drops qf deto hang) on the bewit «; 

" Lyke orient pearUf &c.*' 
See Anc. Scot. Poems, vol. ii. 260, Lond. 1766. The lltifs art 
called ** the feed of pearle^ fwmt in the l)paciou9 fields of the 
heaveiit^ to brit)g .ft»rth /i^#/' in Ftfrftotoia &kiv, Svo. 1633, 
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176 PARADISE LOST. . toOK ▼. 

When Adam wak'd, fo cuftom'd; for his fleep 
Was aery-light, from pure digeftion bred. 
And temperate yapours bland, which the only 
found a 

Of leaves and fuming rills, Aurora's fan, 

p. 114. And ftill more to the point, in the fame work, the iem9 
are called <^ the grayne and fttd^ once reaped from the ocean 
fields, hxAfvoM again upon the earth fqr a better harveft," p. £6. 

TOBD. 

Ver. 5. And temperate vapour* &c.] Fenton thinks (hit and 
the following hne to have been thus didated by Milton: 
'< And temperate vapours h\&nd from fuming ritts^ 
" Which the anfy found of leaifm (Aurora's fan) 
« Lightly difpers'd, he." 
But he has miftaken the fenfe : For wAirily as Dr. Nenrton has 
€>bferved, refers to Jteep^ and not to vapours; '' which Jieep wa» 
dSfperfed by the found only of leaves, and fuming rills, and fongi 
of birds/' Todb. 

Ibid. the oviiyfomid] The found alone^ as Dn Pearce 

o^ferves; a phrafe countenanced, as Mr. Thyer adds, by Spenfer,^ 
Faer, Qu. v. xi. 30. 

« As if the onely found thereof ftie fear'd/' Todd. 

Ver. 6» fuming riUsyl Fumes or Jeams rife from 

the water in the morning, according to r. 186. " From hill or 
^faming lake, &c/' But they do not make a noife asyiomsg^ 
but only as nUs. Newton. 

: Ibid. — ■ ■ Aurora's fan,] The fanning wiodi . 

among the leaves may be properly called -the yon of the morning i 
a^d it is not unufual to refer a thing, which follows two. fubftan^ . 
tives, to the firfl of the two only. Newtok. 

The vinds are called '< heaven's frefh/mt," in Sylvefitir's Dm 
Bart. l621y p^ 24«. But fee more particularly that work, p. 342. 

*— ^ ' — ' ^* Now began 

'' Jmvra'e ujher^ with his windy fm^ 
/* Gently to ihale the voods on euery Sde^'' Todd^ 
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lightly diipers'd^ and die {brill matiii iblig 
Of binls on every bough; fo much the more 
His wonder was to find nnwaken'd Eve 
With treiies difcompos'd^ and glowing cheeky 10 
As through unquiet reft: He^ on his fide 
Leaning half rais'd, with looks of cordial love 
Hung over her enamoured, and bdidd 
Beauty, which, whether waking or aileep, • 

Ver. 7. difpert*d,] This elegant expreflion of dif- 

pcr/ingjkepf is juilified by Sophocles, TrachmfY. IOO6. .. 

. . mmI fU 2KEAASAI 

7f^ kmi 'Kfmtii 0Mfm^ ^' 'HIMON. NswTOlT* 

Ibid. ^— the Jhrill matin fong 

Of birdi &c.] ^ So Evander is waked in Filial, Mn. 

?iii.456. 

** Evandnim ex hnmili tedo lax fufcitat alma> 
^^ £t maiuHm vohmm fubcubnine canim!^ 

And Arminia in Tafib, by the fwe^t noife of birds, winds, and 

wate/Sy Gier. Lib. C. vii. ft. 5. 

'' Non fi deft6 fin che garrir gli augelli, 

^< Non fenti lieti, % fahitar g|i arboti, 

*^ E mormorara il liame^ e gti arboTcelii, 

** £ con Fonda fchenar Tiara, e co' fiori.'' NxmroH* 

Mr. Bowie cites the following paflage from the lUiie dd Ang. 

Grillo, P. i. fol. 9. b. 

'' Ecco foi^r TAaroiA, ecco gli atigelli 

•« Salutar la co'l canto." * 

Thejftnff mtdinfimg cf birdie it may be added, correfponds with 

an expreffion of Sophocles, Ek^ray v. !$« See alfo llerrici('» 

Htjperid€9^ 1 648, p. 74. 

'^ When all the birds have matiem feyd, 

<' AndyiM^ their thankful bymnes, hc^ Toi>]>« 

Ver. IS. HuMg ater ker emmma'di'} Compare Lncretiuf, 
Bb.i. 37. 

T0&. III. N 
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Shot forth pecdliiiarg^^ tbfca wit& vdick i$ 
MM, as when Zephytmim Flora breatb^ 
Herhafiidr6fttxwc^itig,w1iifp^dth^ Awake» 
lily fakcA, way efpous'd, my kteft fduiM^ 
Heaveh^ kUl befl gift, my elm* neirtr detight! 
AwiilLeiiTfaetKKmikigihi ab 

Calls us; we lo&the pcune^ to mark haw ^iim; 
Chir tender plants^ bow faiolvs the dtron gnpf^ 
What drops the myrrh, and what thebalmyreed^ 

** Atque ita fuii)icicn8 tereti cervice t«pofia • 

*^ P&fcit amore avidos inhians ia te» d<»a, vtfos; 

^< £ que tao peadet refopini fpiritiw eve,*^ 

Stillingplut« 
Ver. 1^. Mnd» at oAai Zqphynis on thru br^atkesj For 
this delightful fimile Milton was probably obliged to his .mifidmA 
^Ben Jonfoo^ in his Maik oilaoe rtamdkd ta Virtue^ Song iii. 

" The 'fair wiUlhiidc you do them wpo&g; 

^' Go» choofe anio]^<— 4)ut with a mind 

^^ M gentle 09 tkejroakwgmnd 

*' Rum o'er the gaUleJkfven.'* Txiysb. 

But fee alfo Hahing/Uin^Cqftan^^dtUf }£S5, p. 7S* To XepMruM: 
<« Whofe wkif^dj^ as thofe »M;A;lnMM JMttdltf, 
^ Cailara and ai^ Mfe, &c/' 
AndiUd.'IK^ 

" mild as Zepkj/rmf cool wki/pers heJ* Todd* 

Vcr. }7^ — — — ^ Avdke, &c.} Adffifon has 

obferved the fimilarity of thisaddrds to that of- Solomon, Vmir.ii. 
10, '&c. See alfo Spenfer, tn his EpUAalamimy v. 74. 
" Wike now, my love ! swake,. for it is time: 
^ The rofie morn long fince left Tithon^s bed.*^ Toda. 

Ver. 21. ^ prime,] The prime of the 

day; as he cdlls it -bdow, v. 170, "tha't fweet hmr offrime.*^ 
And fee P. L. B. ix. 200. So Spenfar, Avr, Qv. i. vi. \% 

«< They all, as glad as birdes of joyous fvys^^'* NkWYoai;* 
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flow nature paifttslier colours, how the hee 
$its on the bloom extra6i:ing liquid (Vreet 25 
BBJch wfail|>ering wak'd her^ but \vith ilartled 
eye 
On Adam, whom embracing, thus.ihe fpake. 
. O Ible in i^odiom mj thoughts find all xepoie^ 
My glory, my perfe^ion! glad I fee 
Tby face, and mprn retura'd; for I this night 30 
(Such night till this I never pals*d) have dream'd^ 
If dreamed, not, as I oil am wont, of thee. 
Works of day p^^ or morrow s next defign^ 
Bat of ofience and trouble, which my mind 
Knew never till this irkfome night: Methought, 
Clofe at n)jne ^r one calFd me forth to ^alk 36 
With gentle voice; I thought it thine." It iaid» 
• Why fletp'ik thou. Eve ? now is the pleaiant 

tim^ 
^ The ioool, the filrait, iave where filence 3rield8 
^ To the night-warbling bird, that now awake 40 

Ver. 30. Tl^e breaks in Eve's narration are extremely beau- 
^1, and adapted to the circumftance of one jufl awakened be* 
fere the tbougktt were well recoUeded. Stillingjfleet. 

. YfT. SU : '. have dreamed, 

Jf iream*d^ Thefe repetitions, from a point of 
doubt, are beautiful, and, I believe, frequent in Latb poetiiyl 
Horaqs, at leaft, bas an eminent inflance, Od, iv. iii. 24. ' 

- QiiM f|dro'«t placeo, fi placeo, tuum eft*'' Dunstbs. 

' Ver. 38. Why Jkeffft thw, £vef] So the deceitfid dream 
bqpns hit meflage to A^paeninon, I/Ji. 23.« 
Bgl^ 4fyNf iiMjMp r» ^^ CallaKPXB. 



Digitized by 



Google 



liO PARADISE LOST. book v« 

*' Tunes fweeteft his love-labour d ibng; riov<r 

reigns 
" Full-orb'd the moon, and with more pleafing 

light 
*' Shadowy fets off the face of things; invbin, 
" If noneregard; Heaven wakes with allhis eyes, 
** Whom to behold but thee, Nature's defire? 45 
^ In whofe fight all things joy, with raviihment 

Ver. 41. Tpnafwett^hkloreA$boixi^d/<mg;'] Spenfer in 
bis EpUhalamiiMf a poem which Milton feems often to imitafe, 
has it ** the bird's kfot-kamed fong,*' We muft further obferre, 
th^t our author takes great liberties in his ufe of the genders^ 
foipetimes making ^tm and her and it of the fame thing or crea* 
ture. We have a very remarkable infiance in B. yi. 878. 
*^ Di&urthen'd Heaven rejoic'd^ and foon repaired 
<^ Htr mural breach, returning whence it roU'd/' 
The nightingale, though it is the cock that lings, he makea 
ufually of the feminine gender, as in B. iv. 602. See likewife 
B. iff. 40, B. vii. 436. But here he fays hi$ love-labour'd fong, 
as the fpeech is addrefs'd to £ve; And for the fame reafoii he 
(ays . ^ 

— -" Heaven wakes with all Mb eyes,'' 
thougih commonly he ufes Heaven itfelf in the feminine genderp as 
in B. vii. 205, 574. llie reafon of this alteration of the genders 
the judicious reader, when he examines each paffage, will eafilj 
perceiv^. "Newtok. 

Ver. 44. Heaven wakes with all his eyes,] Here 

aggjn he has his milder Spenfcr full in view, Foer. Q». iii. xi. 45, 

'. " with how many eyes 

«* High Heaven beholds &c. Newtok. 

He had, probably, Giles Fletcher alfo in view. See his CkriflU 
Viaorif, P. i. ft. 78. ' 

** Aeaven moaken*d all kis eyt* 

''To fee another funne at midfiight rife.** Toxid; 
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* Attiwfti^ by thy beauty ftill to gaze.'* 
I roie as at thy call^ but found thee not; 
To find thee I direAed then my walk; , 
Add on, methought, alone I pa&*d through ways 
That brought me on a iiidden to thie tree 5t 
Qf interdiAed knowledge : feir it feem'd. 
Much fairer to my fancy than by day : 
And, as I wondering looked, beiide it flood 
One fhap'd and winged like one of thoie from 
Heaven ' / si 

By us ofl leen ; his dewy locks difiill'd 

Ver. 49. Tofind thee I direaed then my xoalki] So Ennius 
apud Ciceroneniy De Divinat. i. 20. 

« ita Tola 

" Poft ilia, germana foror, errare videbar, 

*^ Tardaque velUgare, et qu»rere te, neque pofle 

** Corde capefiere ; femita nulla pedem iiabilibat." 

Newton. 

.Batin this immediate part of Eve's dream, we muft refer ta 
Dido dreamiog of beiog deferted by .£neasy Vii|;il, iEn. iv. 

46^ &C. DUVSTEB. 

Vcr. 56. • — Am dewy locks diftiird 

Ambroiia;] SoVii^il, of Venus, iSTn. i. 403,- as cited 
by MnHume; 

^^ Ambrofiaqite coma divinum vertice odorem 

Jdn Bowie cites TaiTO) Gier. Ub. C. xv. ft. 60, 

. -»— . " le fue bionde 

^' CbiomeJ?i/^vait criftallino humore/' 
Speafer, it mayr^be added, tranilates «(fi^ri«i.;^r««, which 
.Homer give) Jupiter in the,firft Iliadj by tbe phrafe, ** hi9 
n^ar^-dewfd locksy' Fa^« Qu, vii. vi. 30. Compare alfo Faer. 
On. iii. vi. 18.. And Sylvefter's JhiBart. 1621, p. 462. 
;--«<^' her £ur too whence ftill fweet dew dtfiiUs.'' Todp, 
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Ambroiia ; on that tf ee he ^ifh^ g^z'd ; 

And -* O fair plants" faid he, ** with fruit fti*^ 

chai^'d, 
^ Deigns none to eafe thy load, and taftfc tb^r 

fwecU 
^ Nor God, nor Manf Is knowledge fo de^'d } 
*' Or envy,, or what referve forbids to tafte ? -A 
^ Forbid who will, none Ihall from me withhold 
^ Longer thy ofifer'd good; why elfe fet hereT* 
This laid, he paus'd not, but with venturous arm 
He pluck'd, he tafted^ iiie daftip hotrour chiird<» 
At fuch bpld words vpuch'd vrith a deed fo bold: 
But he thus, overjoyed ; *' O fruit divine, 
^' Sweet of thyfelf, but much more fweet thus 

cropt,' 
^' Forbidden here, it feems, as only fit ' 
** For Gods, yet able to make Gods of Men: 70 
^ And why n,ot Gods of Men; fince good, the 

more 
^ Communicated,, more abundant grows, 
^ The i^uthor not impair d, but honour d more ? 
"Here, happy creature, fair angelick Eve! 
*' Partake thou alfo ; happy though thou art, 7s 
^ Happier thou may'ft be, worthier canft not be: 
^ Tafte this, and be henceforth among the Gods 

Ver, 7*. Here^ happf creature, Ac] See tb* fluttering ad- 
dre(s of the Syrens to UlyiTes, Odt^. xii. 184. A^' ity A^m. n X 
$ut tins is an inftancei among- many withers, how MHton improve 
(tfVftry bint vnViA he took from the fthciehtsv 
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^ Babibflnelimes iothe air; as w^' fometiinQs 
^ iLfcend to Heav^en, fay iderit thioe^and &e. ^ 
"" What life the Giaids.bve there, tod fiick Hril 

thouP ; - : i 

So iayii;^, he drew nigh, and to me bdd^ 
Even, to mj month of that lame iiruk held part 
Which he bad phick*d; thepleaia|itiat«iiry fraeB 
So quickened appeiitQ that I, cn^tthoxi^ht, 6$ 
Could not but tafte. Forthwidiup tothe clouda 
With him I flew^ and tiiidenieatb beheld 
The earth outft»tch'dijimidtile»apro^e6): widd 
Andvaribnst Wondering atmjflightandchange 
To this high ex0ifa.6ofi; iuddenijr ^ 

My guide was gone, and I, metbongfaffe, .Gink 

down^ • . ,, ' 

And fell aileq>; but O, hoi^ glad I wak*d: 
To find this but a dream!' Thus Eyeheri^ht 
Related, and thus Adam anfwerd iiuL . 

Beft image <^ myfelf^ and dearer half^ 9A 
The trouble of thy thoughts this night in fleep 
Afft&i me equally; nor can I like 

Ver. 79« Bui/ometimes in the m>» as we, fametimes &c.] The 
words as we are fo placed between the two fentences^ as equally 
to relate to both; and in the firft fentence the verb be is under* 
itood. Pbaecb. 

Vcr.SB, . ■ TAui IBive ker fi^ 

Related,'} Thus Eve repeated herffredM.. I^i^t, 
frr the v>6oot and dreams frequent in it. So,. Sil ItaU iii. 2l6^ 
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This uneoutli dreany^ of csvil^riing, I'&ar; 
Yet evil whence? in thee can harbour none, 
Cr»ted pure. But know tiiat in theibol u)0 
Are mmy lefler faculties, that ferre 
Reafon as chief; among thefe Fancy next 
Her office holds ^ of all external things, 
Win* the five watchful fenfes rcpre&at, 
ISkc toons' imaginations, aery ihapes, 105 

Which Reaibn, joining or disjoining, frames 
All what we affirm or what deny, and call 
Our knowledge or opinion ; then retires 
Into her ' private cdl, when nature refls. 
Oft in her abfence raimick Fancy wakes . 110 
To imitate her; but, misjoining Ihapes, 
Wild work produces, oft, and moft >in dreams ; 
111 matching words and deeds long pail or late, 
jSome fuch refemblances, methinks, I find ' 
Of our laft evening^s talk, in this thy dream, 119 
But with addition ifoange ; yet be not ikd. ' 
Evil into jthe mind of God or Man 



Ver. IIO, C^ in her abfence' mimick FaMy waket] Thb ac«- 
connt of drieams, Mr. Dunfter remarks, is as juil and philofo- 
phica) as ^t is beautiful and poetical. Sir John Pavic^ giv^s a 
fijnilar, but certainly lefs interefling, account of tfie Phantqfie in 
his Nqfce yeipfurn, iedit. l6c)8, p. 47, ^Jie cufjpqs feader may 
alfo compare Burton's elaborate accoupt of the Phant'qfip, In his 
Anatomy ofMelMcholy^ to which| as Mr. Dunfter alfo thinks, it 
is probable th|9t Milton here adverted, ^ Todd. 

' Ver. 117. £t?ff info the mind of God &c.] Qod here muft 
fignity j^ifgei^ fis if frequently does in this poem. For** God 
ftamot b^ tempted ifitfa ^yil/* 48 St. James fa^s of the Sopr^ni^ 
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May dome knd go; fo uhreptpVd, and leare 
No i^t or.blame behind : Which gires me hope 
That what in Heesp thoiididil abhor to dream, i2d 
Waking thou never will eonfent to do. 
Be not diihearten'd then> nor cloud thofe looks; 
Tbiat wont' tio be more cheerfvii and ierene; 
Than whe«i ^r morningfiri3: fmiles on the world; 
And let us to our freih etnplojments rife 125 

Bdog/i. 15. And Milton had juft before (as Mr. Tli3'ef alA 
obferves) ufed the term God in the fame- meanings ver. 59« 

^'.Deigns none to eale tby load and taile thy fweet, 

«* Nor &od nor Man." 
Agptin^ ver. 70, 

" yet able to make Oods of Men/' Newtok. 

Ver. 122. - nor cUmd thqfe looks, &c.] Horace, 

Epift, i. jtviii. 94» " Deipe fupercilio nubem/' And Taflb, Gier. 
lib. C xix, 71* 

■ ■ I. *^ la fronte mefta 

** Dehg per Dio, raflerena, e '] duolo allegia."* 

The whole paflagie of Milton before us, is exquifitely delight- 
ful ; poflibly not without a recolledion of Taflb's beautiful de^ 
fcription of the early morning, Gicr. lib. C, vii. 25, 

** £ vede intanto con ferene ciglia 

** Soi^r 1' Aurora Candida e vermiglia/' Dvvstbr* 

Ver. i24f. Tl^an when fair morning ^f;^ f^diles on the' world ;'] 
So, in ver. 168, 

'' Sure pledge of day, that crown'ft thefmiling mom 
• " With thy bright circlet.** 
And fee P. L. 3» xi, I73t Thus Shakfpeare, JRom. and JnM^ 
A. ii. S. ill. 

"The grey«ey*d ntomJmUcs on the frowning night." 
. A paflage which Milton had in view, when he wrote ** under 
theyr<wcnof>%*V* P.L. B, ii.424. TopD, 
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AmoQg tiitgroyeS) thefbnntains^ and die flotifert 
That open now their choiceft boibm'd finellfi^ 
Re&rv'd from night» and kept for thee in fbote. 

So cheer'd hehis ^dr <pouie,andihe wsiacheer*d; 
But filently a gentle tear let &XL lan 

From either eye, and wip d thera with her hair; 
Two other precious drops that ready ftood. 
Each in thdr cryihd fluice, h« ete they fell 
Kiis*d, as the gracious figns of Iweet remorfe 
And pious aw€^ that fear d to have ofietided^ isi 

So al^ was clear d, and to the field they haiia 
But firft, from under Ihady arborous roof . 

Ver, 129* So cheered he hiafairfpoufe, andjhe wai cA^er'rf;] 
A manner of fpeaking that occurs in Jeremiah xx. 7* '' Thou 
kaa deceived me, and 1 was deceived.** Nbwtoit. 

Ver. 132. Txpo other precious drops &c.] Conopare the weep* 
ing Fiorimel of Spenfer, Faer. Qti. iii* vii. p. 

" With that adowne out of her chri^all ej/ne 
" Few trickling tears (hefoftly forth let fall, 
•* That like two orient perles did purely n\yne 
** Upon her fnowy checke." 

And the lamenting Venus of Shakfpeai^, in his poem of Ven^ 
and Adorns: . 

*< Here overcome, as one full of defpair, 

•* She TeiFd her eye^lids, which like/titces ftc^p'd 

" The crti^all tide, &c.'' Todd. 

Vet. IS7* Bnifirjtf from vndetjkady arboroms roof 

Soon as they forth were come &c.] In Milton's own 
editions a conuna ftands after roof; which pointing is followed by 
Tickell, Fenton, and Bentley. Dr. Pearce firil noticed this nif* 
take, which r^prefents the hymn of A4atti and Eve as faid by 
them, at one and the fame time, /rom voder the rorf^ and i$sAks 
openjight of the fun. This contradidion is obviated by bis fMine^ 
tnation of the paflage; of which he alfo gives this conftoifiion; 
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Soon dB l&ejr fcHflli were «6nie to i^pea l^t 
Of day-^iig) aftd the iuri, who, ih&fceuip^n^ 
With wheels yethoveringoertheocean-brita, 140 
Shot paralkl to the earth his dewy ray, 
Difeovering in wide lind0Lip all the eaft 
Of Paradife and Eden s happy plains^ 
Lowly ttl&y l»dW*d adotiw^, and begati 
TOeir onfons, each morning duly paid t4i 

** But' firft, they lowly bow'd adoring, y. 144^ as foon a9 thi^ 
were come Ibrth from under the roof of the arbour." Todd* 

Ver. 139. I and He fun, who, /caret vp^rifcnf 

With xoheeU yet havering o*er the oceah<^briiAt 
Shot parallel to the earth his dewy ray,] Here ara 
e3q>refijon6 6milar to the following in SpeafiBf, as Mr* CaUahder 
alfo has obferved, F« Q. v. ix» 35, 

^ As the bright funne, what time his fierie tema 
<^ Towards the fp^eme brim begins to draw, &€•" 
And Faer. Qa. i. v, 2. 

** And Pboebust fre(h as brydegroom to his toate, 

^< Came dauncing forth, Shaking his cfeowte bayre.'^ TaD». 

Ver. 145i ■ each momhig duly paid 

in various fiyle;"] As it is very well known tbat oar 
atthor was no friend to fet forms of prayer, it is no wonder that 
lie i^dtibes extemporary effafions to our iirft parents; bat even 
while he attributes ftrains ^meditated to them, he himfelf imitates 
tbePfalmift* Nbwtov. 

He has exprefled the fama notions of devotion, as Mr«.Thyer 
has obferved, in fimilar terms, B. iv. f S6, &c. And it has been 
faid of the poet, that he did not in the latter part of his life ufa 
any rtltgious rite in bis family. But, as Dr. Gillies remarks, 
tjniefs the proof be very clear, he, who obi^erves h6w careful 
Milton is to mention the woHhtp of Adam and Eve, B iv, 720, B^ 
¥, 137, B. fx. 197, and B. 3d. 136, will not be eafiljr induced td 
believe that he Entirely ne^leAcd fte worihip of 0od in bit 
fe^pily* ToDP» 
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In various f^le; f<Hr neither rarious flyle 
Nor holy rapture wanted tlxey to praiie 
Their Maker> in fit flrains pronbunc d^ or iui^ 
Unmeditated; fiich prompt eloquence; 
Flow'd'from their lips^ in proie or numerous 

verfe, iso 

More tuneable than needed lute of harp 
Tp add more fweetnefi; and they thus b^an. 

Thefe are thy glorious works. Parent of good, 
Almi^ty! Thine this univerial frame. 
Thus wonderous fair; Thyfelf how wonderous 

thenl 155 

• Ver, 150, ■ ■ '■ - ■ numerous verfe,] An exr 

preffion in P. Fletcher's Fife, Eclogues, l633, p. ft. 

— : " I learnt to fing 

^' Among mypeerst apt words to fitly binde 
" In numerous 'oerfe!* Todd, 

Ver, 153. Thefe are thy glorious workSf &c.] Hie author has 
raifed our expectation, by commending the varmtsftyle, and holy 
rapture f and prmtvpt eloquence, of our« fijril parents; and indeed 
the hymn is truly divine, and will fully anfwer all that we ex- 
pcdefl* It is an io^itation, or rather a fort of pamphrafe, of the 
Ji^Stli Pfalm, and (pf wjiat is a paraphrafe upon that) the Canr 
^tide placed after TeDeum in the Liturgy, '^0 aU ye works (^ the 
Lord, blefs ye the Lord, &c/' which Is the Song pi the three 
children in the Apocrypha. Newtoit. 

, Ver. 155. — -— Thyfelf how wonderous thenf] Frofn 
^ifd.xm. 3, 4» 5. '^ With whofe beauty, if they being delighted, 
took them to be Gods; let them know how much better thetcrA 
of them is : for the iiril Author of beauty hath created them, 
ftut' if they were ailonifhed at their power and virtue, let th^ft 
linderftand by them how mu9h mightier he is that made them. 
^ foT Ity thegreatnels and beauty of the creaturt^, propo^tiooaUj 
(be Maker of them is feen/' Newton* 
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UnipeakabH who fitft above thde heavens 
To us inviiible, or dimfy ieen 
In theie thy loweft works; yet thefe dedlaie 
Thy goodnefe beyond thought^ and power divine. 
Speak^yewfaobeftcan tell^yefonsof light, t60 
Angels; for ye behold hinii and veith fongs 
And choral fymphonies, day without nigh^ 
Circle his throne rejoicing; ye in Heaven* 

See alfo Pfalm viii.' i; ct« 2. I muithere alfo refer the reader 
to Heywood's meditation fubjoiaed to the firft book of hk 
Ekrardne of Jngclsy fol. l6S5t p. 55. Where the Deity b 
charaderifed in a manner likely to ftrike the devoutly poetical 
imagination of Milton: 

<' the All-Potent, folely Inunenfe, 

'^ Surpaffing fence; 
** Vnfftdkabkj Infcrotable, Etemall, 

" Lord over all," Dukstsr. 

Ver. l60. Speaks ye who hejt can tell^ &c.] He is mfpeakabkf 
▼•166. No creature can fpeak worthily of him as he is; but 
f|ieaky ye who are beft able, ye Angels, ye in Heaven ; on Elaith 
join all ye Creatures, &c. Newton. 

Ver. 162. — — — day without night,] According to 
Idilton there was grairfvl viciffiUide like day and night in Heaoen^ 
B. vi. S. And we prefume that he took the notion from Scripture, 
it€V. vii. 15. They are before the throne ofGod^ andferce him day 
mid night in his temple.** But ftili it was day without night, that 
10, without fuch night as ours, for the darkneis there is no more 
than ** grateful twilight: Night conies liot there in darker veil.'* 
See ver. 645, of this book. Nbwtok. 

Day'without night is from Rev. xxi. 25. *^ There (hall be no 
night there/' See alfo ch, xxii. 5» Ifaiak Ix. 20, and Zech. 
tvt. 7* DuirsTxm. 

Ver. l63. Circie hit throne ref^Mng;'] See the note on Mil- 
ton's Scazontes, Ad SalfiUun, ver. 4. T. Warton. 
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OnEavthjoiiiaUyeOKaturofta^e^ ' 
Him firi^ him lafli him midfi, an4 witbwt eii!^ 
Faireft cf iiaifSt laft in the train of ni^t, lOg 
If hetter thou belong not to thedawB, 
fiurepledgeof daj^ thatcrowniidiefiniliiigmom 
With thy bright circlet, pndie hita in thy ^«q^ 
While c)ay ariibs, that fweet hour of prim9> ifp 
Thou SwH of this gitat world both eye ftt)t4 ^vk 

Ver. 165. HimfirftyMmlaJt, hmmidfi,'] M in Theociitus, 
UtflUmm xvii. 3. 

And then how has Milton improved it, hytA^ngandwUkoiUendi 
as he b celebrattng God, and Theocritus only a man. Newtok. 

Theognis is here more worthy of citation than Theocritus, 
TJXOM. EAEr. I. 3. 

'AAA' m'u WfSnQ9 n, umi Sfnrm, 1rr$ fkU^nri 

Or Orpheus, nEPi OEOT, Poet. Gnomi€. edit. Paris, 12mo. l€47» 
p. 127. 

Afpffif mitH *X^, A(^ 3^ l^^^^t if^ riAfviv. ToDB. 

Ver. \66. Fair^ offiars.l So Homer calls it, liW xxii. 
318. "Umfi, U noMim h ifivm Umrm iinc. LaJ in the tram of 
Might: Ovid fpeaks much in the fame manner. Met. ii. 114. 

' ** diffugiunt ftell», quarum agmin^ cogit 

** Lucifer, et coeli ilatione noviffi^399 exit.'* MxvToir. 

Ver. 168. Sure pledge rf day, Ac.] Homer, IL xxiu. ««6- 
'H/Mf / 'UfTffyH J^$, ^imq IfUtf itri ^tkf, 

Ttf^H nfamn ». T. X. C^IiLahou. 

See alfo Ovid, Epi/t. xviii. 1 12, Fqfi. v. 5^7. And ViiigU, Mn. IK 
^fU Hence Lucifer or the D«:wd is called by Mlirino; ** Fmer 
del bel mattio,*" Ada». C. i. 90. QvvBtx^ 
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Aplciiowlbdge>him thy gi»iter; fbund his pntft 
Isthy etemd ccmri^ both when thou chi^iVfi^ 
And when high noon hail gain*d» and when thoa 

feUU 174 

Moon^ that hoivflieet^fttheorLent fun, nonrfl/i^ 

Ver. 172. Acknowledge him thy greater ;] It is aot an ia* 
probable reading which Dn Bentley propofes, ^* Acknowledge him 
Creator^" or as Mr. Thyer> *' Acknowledge % Creator.^' but I 
fuppofe the author made ufe of greater anfwering to great* 

** Thou Sun, of thisgr^a^ world both eye and foul, 

" Acknowledge him thy greater," 
So Ovid calls the fun tke eye of the tcorld, ** Mundi oculuf/' Mei^ 
ir. 228. . And Pliny the foul, Nat. Hifi. Lib, i. C. 6. " Hudq 
mundi efle totius snunum** And the expreffion thy greater may 
he fitly paralleled with thyfierc^^ B. iv. 927^ and hU greater in 
taradife Regaimed^ B. i. 279- NawTOv. 

Ver. 173. In thy eternal cowfe,'] In thy continual courfe. 
Tbiis Viigil calls the fun, moon» and ftan eternal &rei, i£ii/ii.l54. 
^ VqSf teterm ignes;" and the facred fire that wa3 coufiantly kepi 
iHirniQg eternal Sge^ £n. ii* .297* 

'^ JEiemymque adytis eifert penetralibos ignem^** Newtoii. 

Ver. 175. Moon^ that now meetyt the orient funy wjfwjly% &c.} 
The conftfoAion is, ^^ Thou Mo(»y that now meet'ft and now 
fly^ft the orient fun, together with the fix'd Stai^, and ye five 
other wandering^resy &c/* He had before called upon theyioi 
who governs the day, and now he invokes the moon, and they'd 
^ar$,y and the plmtetif who govern the nighty .to praif^ their 
.M^ker. The moon fometimes meett and fometimes^« the funt 
approaches to and recedes from him in her monthly courfe. With 
4hejU:d Stars, ^d vt their orh thatJUee; they are fixed in their 
prby but their orb flies, that is, moves round with the utmoCt rar 
pidity ; for Adam is made to fpeak according to appearances, and 
Jiementionsin anotber.place,.B. viiL 19 and 21, tbeir riolling 
Jfexes htcomprehetyibUy and their fmft return diurnal. And ye 
fia^ other vfandermg Fires. Dr. Bentley reads fouri Veims, and 
the Sun, and Moon, beiiig numtioned before, and only il;virmoi9 
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With thefiz'dStars, £xd in t&dr orb that flies; 
And ye five other wandering Fires, that move 
In myitick dance not without fong» refound 
His praife, who c(ut of darkneis cali'd up light 
Air, and ye Elements, the eldeft birth iso 

Of Nature's womb, that in quaternion run 
Perpetual circle, multiform; and mix 

remaining, Mercury, and Mars, and Jupiter, and Saturn. And 
ive muil either fuppofe that Milton did not confider the morning 
fiar as the planet Venus ; or he mud be fuppofed to include the 
earth, to make up the other fioe befides thofe he had mentioz^ed ; 
and he calls it elfe where, B. viii. 129» The planet earth; though 
this be not agreeable to the fyftem, according to which he b 
fpeaking at prefent. Wandering Firee in oppofition to/jr*d St&rt. 
That move in myfikk dance not vAthovt fongy alluding to the doc- 
trine of the ancients, and particularly to Pythagoras's notion of 
the mufick of the fpheres. . Newton. 

Do^or Newton fays, that voandering fires is given in oppofitioB 
. to fixed fiars; but it is, in fad, Miltou*s habitual mode of angli- 
cifing fuch words as planet, by trandattog wimmm io its primary 
fenfe. They were alfo ilyled by the Romans errorei and fiettte 
trratici^ and Macrobius fpeaks of the " ftellas quinque quibus 9b 
errore nomen eft." But compare here alfo Sylveft/CT, Die Bart* 
Weekl, Pt.7. 

" Seeft thou thofe j^ar* w^ wrongly wandering call, 
" While diverfe ways thpy dance^ &c." Dukstar. 

' Ver. 181. ■ — that in quatemian rvn &c.] That, 

in a fourfold mixture and combination run a perpetual circle, one 
clement continually changing into another, according to the doc- 
trine of Heraclitus, borrowed from Orpheut. " Et cum quatuor 
fint genera corporum,viciffitudine eorum mundi^contimtfatanatura 
eft. Nam ex terra, aqua: ex aqua, oritur aer: exaere, «ther: 
deinde retrorfum viciffim ex aethere, aer : inde aqua : ex aqua» 
terra infima. Sic naturis his, ex quibus omnia conftant, furfuty 
deorfus, vitro, citro commeantibus, mundi partium coojuifdie 
cootinetur.'* Cicerd de Nat. Dear. ii. 33. l^KWTOHr 
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And noiirifliaJU things; let yqyl- ceaiel^diange 
Ybxj te OHT great Madber liiiUjtiew praife. 
Ye Mifls and Exhalation^^ilfiat now rife is5 
Fa>m liill or fieamiiig kk^ duiky or graji 
Till the liin paint jDortfleecy ikbrtsLwith gold/ 
In honour to the world's great Author rife; 
Wlicthef to deck with ck>uds the uocolour'd fky, 
Of wet the thirfly edrth with falling fhowers, 190 
Rifing or falling ilill advance his pralie. 
Hispmle^ye Winds, thatfromf^ 
breathe foft or loud; and, ware your t<^8, ye 

Fin<i8» 
WSth every plant, in lign of worihip wave* 
Fountains, and ye that warble^ as ye flow, 195 
Melodious murmui^ warbling tune his pndfe. 
Join voices, all ye living Souls: Ye Birds, 

Vcr. 193. " ■ ■ ■ andf wtfUe yaut top$f ye Pines,] Tlit 
MoantAins^ crowned with trm, bow their heads in Agn of wor^' 
ihip, in iAtLr\noVSttage de gh JfmoeenH, Lib. ii. Atid Pope has 
exprtffliMf the fame revtfivncet itihh Mefiah, where htf defcribes 
the flpproaChiug Deity : 

" with heads, decline, jre Cedars, hotnag^ pay." 
SeeaMb Spenfefy Faer. Qu. vii. vii, 8. 

J " Moft dalqty Uw&i th«t, fliootiog up «Mn» 

" Did feenie.to bow tkar bloofimiig kndt full lowo 
'< For homaga umo hpt*^ Todd* 

Ven 195. Faant^, imd ye that warbte, a$ ftjkm,] So in 
an 0(le of Ben Jonfon's to Joh« Afliinorey in Certamt fiMhd 
Odes if Rorace, 4to. 16>1, p/SS* 

'.' Or drjdipf ftreames that wartie^ paffing by.*' 

MilfattafaatefiiMflagpatiibMrci aiii.Sl. T^M. . 
fQt. IIS. O 
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That fiiiiging op iv Heav^m^te zfotaA, 
Bear on jOMf wingij dnd in your notes hk "pndiiL 
Ye that in waters' glide, and ye dutt waft aoo 
The earth, and {lately treads or lowly creep; 
Witneis if I be iilent, mom or even, 

• Ver, 198. TkiU^fingiHgvpUlitAftn^g!aiea/hmdy} Tht&ii^ 
l^perboley, Dr. Newton remarks, as in Shakipeare's Cymbdinei . 
<< Hark ! hark ! the lark at hewm'i-gate fingy :", 

Which is repeated in his xxix. Sonnet. -Mr. Reed .is of opinioiv 
that Shakfpeare bad in his mind Lyiy's Alexander mid Cmnfufpe ; 
for it is thero (kid of the lark. 

** Now at heaven's gatet flie claps her wing?«'* 
A pafl^ n^ay be ad4ed froia P. Fidtcher'a P4if^ {tad^ iAM» 
C. ix. ft. 2. . , 

*' The cheerful! lark, mounting from early bed, 

<< With fweet iklutes awakes the drowfie light; 

**. The ^rth fh^ left, and vp to hevoeu b fled ; 

^ There cianU her Maker* t pr<ufe$ oiit of 4g|it.** 
So Milton, 

" Bear on your wings and m yowr notes Us praije,*' 
1 find this fentiment alfo expreflbd in Jn Entertainment if SoKta-^ 
rineffeg by Sir Richard Teinpeft, 12mo. 164% p. 24. ^ Thc^re can 
in no place be wanting groves, rivers,>igtii^ ^6W«:— the ws^/kk 
of the birds without, are all Gpd's creatures, which, as it were^ m 
jb many diverjjfied noteSf doe fweetly Jing their Makeups prm/fe.^ 

To»». 

Ver. 202. Witnefs if I he JOmty^ Br. Bentl^ thiuks that 
Milton had forgotten that both Adam 'and Eve ihared fai thb 
hymn, and therefore he reads ^ If we be filent," and in the 
nexl verfe but one *« by our fong :** Bot Milton rather imitates 
here the ancient chorus, where fometimes the plural, and fome- 
times the fingular number is ufed. The fame is pradifed by our 
poet in the fpeeches of the chorus in Samfon Agon^es^ where 
the reader will fee in every page almoft tfafat the number if thus 
varied. Dr. Bentley obftrves that the wbola bymn MtamBjrdi* 
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To faHl^ or vaHcy; fbmitam, or firefh Hxside, 
MadcTOcal by my long, and taught hil^ j^aile. 
Hail, univdr&l Lord, be bounteous fUll doi 
To give us only good; and if the night 
Have gather d aught of evH, or concealed, 
Diiperie it, as now light. di^Is the dark I 
So pray'd they innocent, and to their thoughts 
Blrm peace recover d fi>on, and wonted calm, aio 
On to their mommg's rural v^rk they hafie, 

vides itfftf into fNirt» i&terloctttoty, and thftt he has prefilroed to 
^ut it fo, tliough not warrtnted by any edition. Bat this is not 
Dr. Beiitlry*i invention ; for thb hymn was fet to muiick fome 
yean ggoy aad in that compofition the federal parti of it were 9& 
figned diftiadly to Adam and Eve. I think that fiich interioeiH 
toiy parts are by no aaeans fit for an herdck poem. Psahcs. 

Ver. MB. '• le h<nmie<mJHa 

To ghfe us onfy good;'} He had his thought, as 
Dr. Bentley remarks, on that celebrated prayer in Plato, 

''Apkim AAr Til a Xi^fit luH aixitfiJrm mwi^tmi, 
** O Jupiter, give us good things, whether w^ pray for them 
or noty and remove from us all evil things, even though we pray 
fertiiem/' And we learfi ftom ^e firft book of 'Xenophon'i 
wmmn of his mafter Sociates, that Socrates was wont to pfny 
tp the Gods only to give good things, as they knew beft what 
things were fo. X«^ Ji wy«( rii ^hh im)A% ^ iif^m0kMm, «i 
rit^m tmfO^rm Uihmi knSk k^ptHk fn. And to the fame purpoCs 
Atte is an excellent coUed in our Litnigy, for the eighth Sunday 
ailer Trinity. ^ We humbly befeech thee to put away from us all 
llvrtM tUiigs, and to give us thofe things which be profitable tor 
ii»**^ NawTOK. 

Ver. S09. So fra^i theg innocenif and to their thou^ts 
Firm peace recovered /hon^ aad foonied culm. 
Oa to their mornings rural xsork they hq/le, Sec] 
Vhefr Verfes an thus pointed in Uie beft, that is, in Milton's own, 

o2 
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Amotig Areet 4ew8 and Bowen; where any row 
Of fruit-rtre« over-woody reached too far 
Tbeir pamper d boiighs, and needed hands to 

check 
Fruitlefi embrai^eB : . or they led the Tioe / ais 
To wed her ehn; ihe, ipoUs'd, about him twines 

editions: but the Utter fentence begins very abraptlj^ Om ttr 
tieir monuMg's work &€. Dr* Bentley therefore conttnuing tlie 
fentence reads thus, 

** So pm/d they innocent } and to their thonghta 
** Firm pe^ce recavermg foon and wonted. calot . 
^^ On to their morningfs rural work they haAe, 4^. 
t>r. Pearce thinks the fentence fuflkiently continued In the com* 
man leading, if rto&oer'd be. a participle of th^ ablative cafe; and 
coaoeiYes thb to be the coQiknidion» ^ Fmtte mtd <dm being 
recovered to their thowgUi^ tM) kajie tea'* And accordiqgiy 
points it thus, 

-" and, to their thom^U 

** Firm peac^ recovet^d foon and wonted calmi 
** On to their momiog^s rural work they haftef** 
But perheps the abruptnefs of the line 
.. . *' On to, their morning's rural work they hafte" ^ 
waidefigned the better to exprefo the haAe thty.weie ih, aafhey 
were later to-day than ufuai : Or perhaps with an eaiy akeration 
H may be read thus, 

*^ ntn to thehr morning's rural woik they hafte.*^ 

NtwTon. 

Ver. 314. Their pamper'd boughSf'] The propriety of this 
fxpreffion will be feen by what Junius fays of the etyinoki|% 
ot pamper: ** The French word pampre, of the L^tln pm^pifm^ 
a vine-branch full of leaves: And a vineyard/' he obfenres, /' is 
faid by them f^mrprer, when it is over-grown with fupei^uous 
leaves and fruiclefs branches.'* NtWTOX, 

Vec: ^16. To wed her ehn;} See Horace^ Epod. ii. fc ^ 
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Her marruigeable arihs^ and with him biiftg^ 
Her dower, the adopted cluilers, to adorn 
His barren leaves. Them thus employed b^ield 
With pity Heaven^s high King^ and to him callV) 
Raphael, the fociable Spirit, that ddgn'd 221 
.To teivel with Tobias, and fecur'd 
His marriage widi the ieventimes- wedded maid 
Raphael^ laid he, thou hear'il whftt fiit on 
Earth 

Adam aod Eve ar^ very well employed io ckeckhg fruUl^s enh 
hracaf and katRng the vme to wed her elm :' That is very fitly 
ntde the ^mployowQt of a married couple^ whioh it urged In Ovid 
at ao aipiment to marriage, Hei, itiv. 661, &p; Virgil alfo 
liat the metapjior of the vine embracing the elm,. Qtwg. ii. 367*. 
And not only the poets, but Colamella and the writers of^ruAick 
afajrs, frequently ufa the pbmfe of tmpta vitit^ and miuitu 
nlmuf.'^ IJawTOV. 

Ver. ?18. — tie adopted rJ^eryJ Bachanan, Maht 
aa. ver. 66. 

^ Pampinns appoAts comple^os bracbia fylve, 
*^ Vefiit adoptroie robora nuda comieJ* DvNaTEm. 

Ven S2l/ >• iAefceiMe 8pM;\ So> id Homer, IKad 

x^iv,S34. 

^Mtljiirmfirrtu, •Sril'li'lVOFLEXT. 

Vcr.2?4. Raphael^ /aid he, thou hear^J vhat Jir on £ar(A 
Ac] Miiton, in tbe following fcene feemt to have had bit eye 
in a particular manner upon the ninth canto of Tuflb's Jtmfolem^ 
wliere God fends Michael to afliit the Chriftians. What QoA hyu 
kere to Raphael^ is exprefled much after the fame manner in ibf 
l^nning of God*t fpeech to Michael, ft. 58. 

. *' Non vedi hor come s' armi 

** Contra )a mia fedel diletta greggia 
** L' enipia fchicra d'Avcmo.'* Tbtxr, 
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Satani fixMn Hell 'icapM through the daridbme 

Hath rais*d in Faiadife; and how difhirb*d 226 
ThU night the human pair; how he deiigns 
In theih at once to ruin all mankind. 
Go therefore, half this day as friend ^th firiend 
Omy^rie with Adam, in what bower or Ihadesdo 
Thou find*ft him from the heat of noon retird» 
To relpite his day-labour with repafi. 
Or with repofe; and fuch difcourfe bring on. 
As may advife him of his happy ilate^ 
Happineis in his power left free to will, tss 
Left to his own free will, his will though free. 
Yet mutable; whence warn him to beware 
He fwerve not, too fecure: Tell him withal 
His danger, and from whom ; what enemy, 
liate fellenhimifelf fr6m Heaven, is plotting now 
The iall of others from lik^ ilate of bliis ; 241 
By vi<dence? no, for that fhall be withftood; 
But by deoeit and lies : This let him know. 
Left, wilfully tranigreffing, he pretend 
Surpriial, unadmonifhM, unforewarnM. 245 

So fpake the Eternal Father, and frilfilVd 
Ail juftice: Nor delayed the winged Saint 

Ver. 235. Happntft in hit power l^free to xoittH That is, 
in the power of him left free to will. Nkwton. 

Ver. 247. r- Nor dela^d the winged Samt be] It 

perhaps would be an entertaitiment to the curious reader, to com- 
pare this circuroiUntial defcription of Raphael's defcent from 
HeaTen with that of Michael ta Taflb's Oier. lib. C. 9* ft* ^> 
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After his charge receiv d; faitt from atnoi^ 
Thoo&nd celeftial Ardours^ where he flood > 
Vcil'd with his gorgeous wii^, up tfpringiDg 

Fight, 256 

Flew tiiTDi^h Hie midll of Heaven; the arigeliak 

quires^ 
On each hand parting, to his {]^eed gare way * 

CI9 6$. They feem both to have been much laboured by tlxelr 
refpe^ve authors, and have each their particular beauties and^ 
defeds. Milton does not in thte place feem to ^endeavour to imi- 
Ut0b at h» does in many others, the Italian poet, but rather to 
firive to rival and outdo biro, and to have chofcn, for that pur- 
pofe, circttmftances of a different fort toerobelliH^i his defcrlption, 
Which has fucceeded beft, every reader mud determine for him- 
iel£ Trtbr. 

Thotigh beauties and defers may be pointed out in the paiTage 
ttferred to in Taflp, it does not feem cafy to point out any pal- 
pable deleft in this very iSne part of Milton's poem. In this, and 
weiy refpeft, we muA indeed give the palm to our conntr)'maQ* 
Mor yet do I conceive that he ftr<rte to rival and outdo the Itali^ 
poet. His viftory is not the refalt of eager pains or arduott9 
laboor; bat he is literally '*y«cj/ejiciiie^/* Dvvstie. 

Ver. 2*9* ' Ardours,] By the word Ardoun 

here Hilton only means Strapkm^ which fignifie^ juft the fame 
in Hebrew (being derived from zaraph to burn) as Ardours in 
Engliih. Th6 poet, I fuppofe, only made ufe of this term to dl- 
verfify hb language a little, as he is forced to mention the word 
Scrafh and Scrapim in U> many places. Thtse. 

I am conefted by Mr. Dunfter for ikying ^at Ardours is on^ 
of Dante's words for Angdi. See the Faradi/Of C. xxii. 54. ft 
b ttfed, he remarfci, according to the ex{:fltkuuion of Volpij^ for 
A^bkJed/tmUf <'anime beate,** in their iiate of bleffedndf/ in 
theceleflial regfona; or, as it Is explained- vtr. d£, in whom b 
preierved the piiieft ardour of divine love. This does* not alter 
my opinion, that Milton liere adopted the word from hb &Tourite 
lt^Ii$»p«ft. Tepi>.. .. . ri 
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900 FSkRADlSE lOSr.' book vs 

Throng all the empyxesd road; tiU/at ihegaite 
Of Heaven arriv d, the gateielf-open'd wide 
Qn golden hinges turning, as bj work 25$ 

Divine the fovran Archited had fram'd. 
From hence no cloud, or, to ofaftrud hisiigfat^ 
Star interpos'd, however fmall he ices; 
Not unconform'd to other ihining.ghd^es. 
Earth, and the garden of G od,with cedars crowned 
Above all hills. As when by night the jgldls 261 
Of Galileo, leisaflur'd, obferves 

Ver. 255. On golden hinges turning^'] See the note on Par, 
Lojt, B. vii. 205. Todd. 

Iliid. ' — a9 h}f work 

Divine the fovran Archited ha,d fram'd.] Taflo^ /( 
Mondo CreatOy Giornat. prima : 

• '' al primo eflempio, 

"Che ;i diujn Jrchitetto in (k dipinfe." 
And ill Tartie^fci^ Sofra we have " ihc great Architeapf Heau^n/' 
editr l63Sy p, 68, whici) i^ alfo a phrafe, as Mr. Duiker ror 
marks, in Sy Weber's Di^ £a/fi», edit. 16'3I, p. 178. TO011. 

, yer. 257' Jroaji kaice np elqud, pr. to ohjtrua kUJigkt, . 

Star interpot^dt) The cow ma after ** iutwpot'd" 
ihoy^ ^hal it i^ hprc ^ participle in tjije f^blative cafe put abfo- 
lotely ; ^d th^ conftrudioq is, " From hepce, po cloud or ilar 
*€fwj; interposed to obftruft his fight, he fees, bpwever fmall it 
rs, appearing , very /nufll at that diftqnce^ the eprtb PQt unlike to 
other ibifiing globes, and in it Faradife, the garden pf God,' that 
was cfdVucd with ccijaw pMch ifcere higher than Ike kighejthwkr 
. ^ ^ ' Npirroir, ' 

^ CJompa^eAri^ilo, Or/, fVr. p. ]|itf. 78,. 

. •• Pownque drism M\fh^\ V. Angfl V nl^ 
" Puggon' jc ntOjij e {qim }1 ciel fereopii *c.*' 

DvKartJt. ^ 
Ver, 26;. — __— obfcrves] The glafs oi^it««i>> 
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Imagm*ti knds and rq^tiB in the moofi : 
Chr.ittlot, iram amkUtthe Cyckdes 
Delos or Samos firft appearingy kens 205 

A cloudy ^t. Down thither prone in flight 
He ^eeds, and through the vaft ethereal Iky 
Sails between worlds and worlds, with fteady 

whig 
Now on die polar winds> dien with quick fan 
Winnows the buxom air; till, within ibar 270 
Of towering eagles, to all the fowls he feexos ' 
A phoenix, gaz'd by all as that ible bird. 
When, to enfhrine his reliqiies in the Sun*s 
Bright temple, to Egyptian Thebes he flies. 
At once on the eaflem clifl* of Paradi& »7s 

poetical expreffion, the inilrument pot for the perfoo who makei 
ofeofit. NsWTov. . > 

Ver* 9664 ■ Dcwn thither fnrtme mjlight Sec.'} Virgil| 

jPn. iv. ^53. ^ 

'* *^ hinc toto pnKeps fa corpore ad undas 

. ^< Mifit» avi fimilit." Nkvtow. 

Ver. 272. A pkmix,'] Dr. Bentley obje^ to Raphael's 
tMngihe^fttq^erfapAiims; and the objedioii woald be verj 
jvft if Milton had faid aiiy fi)ch thing : bat he only (ays, that 
f^. to all the fowls, he feemi a phoenix ;" but he was not really A 
fbiaoiXy the birds only fancied him one. This bird was &inoufli 
among the ancients, bat generally looked upon by the moderns 
9s &halQus. The natuinlifts fpcfak of it as fingle» or the only 
one of its. kind ; And therefore it is called hens *< tl^at fole bird,*! 
as it bad been before by Taflu, where Armidais, in like |nfMinei> 
cpmjpare4 to a phoenix». Gkr. LH. C. xvii. {1. 35% 

^* Come. aU*hor» che '1 rinato tmico iugtlki &c/' Nikwtow. 

The (hme cdraparifon of an angel to a phpenix^ is alio in Ma* 
rioo^s Stroge de^'fnn&cctftl/Wh, ii.'ft. 133. Todd, 
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He li^te» and to. his proper Urnpe ntums 
A Seraph wing*d: Six wings he wore, to fliade 
W» lineam^its divine ; the pair diat clad 
Eachlhoulder broad^camemantling o erhisbreaft 
With r^al ornament ; the middle pair 28q 
Girt like a iiany zone his waiAt and romid 
Skirted his loins and thighs with downj gold 
And cblours dipt in Hbaven; the third his feet 
8h^dow*d from either heel with feather d mail, 
Skj-tindur d grain. Like Maia*s fon he iiood,285 

Ver. 276. and io Usproper ^vpe rehanui] Thtvord 

Juxpe here^ I fuppofe, occafioned Dr« fientley to fay that Milton 
■Bakes Kaphael take thejhape of a phoenix. But, by returning to 
Ui proper Jhape^ Milton means only that he ftood on his feet-, 
and gathered up his wings into their proper place and fitua- 
tion. PEAacE. 

Or, as another ingenious perfon expreifes it, he feemed again, 
what he really was, A Seraph wing*d ; whereas in his flight he 
appeared, what he was not, A ph<tnix, Newton. 

Vcr. 277. r— Sw wnga he wore^ The Seraphim 

feen by Ifaiah^ vi. 2, had the fame dumber of wings, but dif- 
ferently difpofed. Newton. 

Ver.284- — withfeathefdmailf 

Sl^»tin&ur"d gram.'} Feathers lie one ihort eC 
•Bother, refembling the plates of metal of which mmU ^moii 
are cpmpofed. Sky-coloured, dyed m gram^ to expreik beauty 
and durablenefs. Richardson* 

Ver. 285. Like Maia'ifon he Jtaod, &c.l It hai 

been obferved by flume and Dr. Newton, that Milt6n, in com- 
|Muing the Ang^ to Mercury, Maia*s f<m^ had in view the de» 
fcription of MercuryS ftght and defcent ttt the earth, tUad sxiv* 
559t &c« and XnM hr. 238, &c. Pope has noticed th« fame? 
but without allowing that fuperiority to Milton which the other 
tritidu have given him ; a fupeziorityf as Hume fays, like tha^ 
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And ihocfkfais plumes, that heavenly fiagrance 

fiffd . 
The circuit wide. Straight knew him all the 

bands 
Of Angels under watch; and to his ftate^ 

of a feraph to a iUlion. . The reader may alfo oompare, as Dr. 
Mawtoa adds, thu defcent of Raphael with that of Gabriel ia 
Taflb, C. i. fi, ISy &c. But, as Dr. Pearce remarks^ it is the 
liaoeful poftare in ftanding, after aligbtiDg» that is particularlj 
compared to Mercury, £n. iv. 263. 

** Hie paribus priiDiim nitens Cyllenitts alis 

And Dr. Newton fubjoins, that the idea might be fiift taken from 
the graceful attitudes of the antique ftataes of Mercury ; but that 
Milton might have it more immediately from Shafcfpeare^ Hrni^ 
ktf A. ill. S. iy« 

'* AJtation^ like the herald Mercury, 

<< New-lighted on a heaven-kiiEng UU.** ToiiD. 

Ver. 286. And Jhook He phme$f &c,] The imag^ of the 
Aagel's Shaking his fragtant plumes is borrowed particularly from 
FaiHkx's Tqfoj C. i. ft. 14. 

^* On Lebanon at firft his foot he fet, 

** And ihook his wings with rparie may*dews wet/' 

Nfiwtoff. 

The Angely lent to Maiy, in Sannazarius, thus expands his 
wings, De Pariu Virg. lib. i. v. 107. 

* * ii^ntes expHeat alas, 

'' Ac tedis lati mfueium djfimdit odormr 
So Pope, in his Jbekrd and Ehifa, v. 218. 

** And «fir^# of feraphs jfted diome pei^fitmn.** 
And Collins, with remarkable elegance, hoe thus painted Mirtkf 
in his Ode to the Pt^oMs : 

^ And he, amidft his froUck play, 

^* As if he would the charming air repay, 

'' Skook thoiifiind 0d9ur4/rom U$ diuy vtAf #•** Tods. 
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And to his' me&ge faigh^ in hmidiit rife; ng 
For on ibme meflage high they gueft'd him 

. .boand 
Their glittering tents he pais*d» and now is come 
Into thfe bliisful fLeld^ through gtoves of mjmhb 
And flowering odom^, cafOa^ nard^ and balm; 
A wildemefs of fweets ; for Nature here 
Wanton d as in her prime, and play'd at will 295 

Ver. 289. — »-= til honour rife ; J With 

the fame refped 9s the Mufes pay to Gallus in Virgil, Eel. 66. 
« Utque viro Fhcebi chorus qffurrexftit omnis.* 

Newtov. 

t 

When Iris comes to the habitation of the Winds, HcnuIUad 
.juuii, 303* 

nimt 'AMHIXAK, nM?i$0f ^ ». rS A. CallaVDER. 

Ven294, %^iw/<fem^ qf /w^t^i] An el^qt fxpreffion, 
and |;reatly to be preferred to Marino*s ** dolce conibfioo dt 
mille odori/* itf(fpii. C«i: ft. 13. In the poems ofShakfpeaie 
andothersy 12mo. Iff40, fhrubs and flowers. In neTak^Ct^ 
pkaUtt and Procrut are thus defcribed locking ^ a meere confoiion 
offweet fnifsls.*' Todd. 

Ver, ?S4, ■ Nature here 

Wanton'd a* m her prime,] Compare Lyly^a 
'yeoman «» tie JtfooM, 1597, at the beginning, where XahOFC h 
ih9 fp^aker : 

Nature delbends from farre aboue the fpfaeeres, 
' To froUcke heere in fayre Vtopia ; 
** Where my chiefs workei iajhrijh ta their frime^ 
** And HMM/on in their firft fiinplicitie." 

fto, in Thomas Watfoi/s firftfett of Italian Madrignlb engliflied, 
4to. Lond. 1590, Sign. B. iiij. b. Song viii* 

<< This fweet and merry month of May, - 

*« While Nature vantone in her jnymCf 
' *» And birds doe fing, Ac,** 
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Wild above rule or art^ enormous hiiik - 
Hini dscoug&.the ^cy foreft onwai'd "come - 
Adam di&em'd, as in tike door he fat 
Of his cool bower, while now the moubted fun 
Shot down dired his fendd ra^ to wartn soi 
Earth'sinmoft womb^ more;warmth than Adam 

needs: 
And Eve within, due at her hcmr prepar d 
F0r dinner &vouizy fruits, of tafte to pleafe 
True appetite, an4 not cttireUih tfairft 30» 

Tbe fame fong occurs in W. Byrd's Pfalmes, Songs, and Son* 
nets, dec* 4to. Lond. ($1 1, Sfgpi. C. Song ix. toa^o. 

Yer. 297. Wild above rtik or art, enormous hUfs.] All the 
editions point this line with a colon or /emi-coloA after af/, till 
that of 17^; from which I have here fuhftittited a comma, agree- 
ably alfo to the fuggeftion of Dr. Newton : enormous Uijk baii^ 
tbe accnfadve cafe after pouring forth» which blifs was the nnre 
fioeetf as it was wiid above rule or art. I find the paflage thus 
pointed alfo, in Harris's FkUological Inquiries^ P. iii. Ch. ziti. 
p. 496. ' TaDD. 

Ver. S99. — .«.— as in the door he fat] So Abraham 
** Alt in the tent-door, in the beat of the day," when he was vi- 
fited by three Adgels, Gen. xviii. 1. From that paflage our poet 
fofined this incident. Bevtlkt. 

From the fame chApler the poet has alfi» fonaed iIm entertain- 
a^l^t of the Angel by Adfim i^nd £fe» Todd. 

Ver. SCO. ————— the rooimted fim\ The fame 
thought of the fun's feemmg to moaal aad deelme, as it tain ver. 
370, is in Virgil, Gefurg. 'vL 3SS. «« Nee ciUn itmaus eqnls &c." 
See alfo Hefiod, Theog. 7€ii. 
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Of nedUrovt dnmghti hetvnen^ ham milky 

Berry or gfB^e: To whom thus Adam called 

Hafte hither, Ev^ and worth thy fi^t heboid 
Eastward among thoie trees, what glorious ihape 
Comes this way moving; iieems another mom 310 
Ri^ on mid*noon; ibme great behefl €tom 

Heaven 
To us perhaps he brings, and will vouohiafe 
This day to be our gue& But go with (peed. 
And, what thy ilores contain, bring forth, and 

pour 
Abundance, fit to honour and recdve sii 

Our heavenly ftranger: Well we may afibrd 

Ver. SIO. ' feems another mom 

Bifen on mid-noonQ An expreifion probably bor- 
rowed from Marino, upon a fudden appearance of a glory aocb 
of the fame kind, Adon. C« xi. ft. 27. 

** Ed ecco un luftro lampeggjar d^intorno 

** Che fole k fole aggiunfe, e giorno it giomc** Thtsr. 

See the Song in Cartwright's Ordmay^ Reed's Old Plt^s^ vol. x. 
fi.295. 

^' Whiles early light fpriogs from the (kiesj 

** A fairer from your bride doth rife ; 

** A brighter day doth thence appear, 

** And make ajkond monmg there/* 
Compare alfo Harington's Po/iAifor ofttf 17^e//tff 1551, p. 89 of 
Elotelht's <• dKCrobiog herfelf ;" 

— — "fe«ming to flioot, 

*' New light into thofe (hades, as though 

** Another morne were ro/e below/' 
And Cmlhaw's rerfes ia my note on Arcades^ ter. 5. Tovnt 
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Our ^Ter& thdjr o\^:gifb, and hi^ be|9^ 
From laige 1)eii:owU whete Nature tnultiplics 
Her fertile growth^ and by diibDrtfaenii:^ grows 
More fruitful, which inilruds us dot to ipare. 3aai 

To whom thus Eve. Adam, earth's hallowed 

mould, r ' 

Of Godini^*d! imaliilote will&rve, where 

. fl»re, • 

All ieafoQS, ripe for ufe hangs on the flalk; 
Save what bjf frugal Coring firmneis gains 
To nourtih/and fiiperfluotis uioiil confumes: sas 
But I will haAe^ andfrom each bough and braket 
Each plant and jucieft gourd, will pluck fuch 

choice 
To entertain our Angel-gueft, as he 



V«r. dS5. "' ' and /uper0itom moi/t c0t/iMiei:] ThkU 

Mtker too philoibphical for theiemalediarafter of £ve: And, 
in my opinion, one of Milton's greateft faults is h\$ introducing 
inconftflenciea in the charaders both of Angels and Man, by 
mixing too much with them his own philofc^hical notions. 

Thter. 

Ver. 326. ■ ■• andfrom each bough and brake. 

Each plant andjucie/i gourd,] Dr. Bentley would 
;ead branch infiead of brake, thinking that provifions are not to 
be gathered from brakes : but bought brake^ plant, and gmutd^ 
exprefs here all the feveral kinds of things which produce fruits. 
The bough belongs to fruit trees ; the plant is fuch as that, which 
produces ftrawberries, &&; thegoiircf includes all kinds that lie on 
the earth ; and the brake is the fpecies between . trees and plants ; 
of this fort are (| think) the bulhes which yield currants, black- 
berries, goofe-berries, rafberries, &c. But if we read with the 
•Dodor brameit it will be a fuperfluous word, becaufe of bqngh 
which preceded it Pearcs. 
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Behol^i^ ihall cddfefi, that hetie oh Earth 
Ood hath di^pens*d Ms bountieflas in HeareiL aso 
• So faying, with dil|>atchful looks in hafte 
She turns, on hoipitable thoughts intent 
What choice to choojfe for delicacy beii^ 
What order, fo contriv d as not to mfac 
Tailes, not well join*d> inelegant, but bring 33^ 
Taile after taile upheld Vith kindlieft diange ; 
Befiirs her then, and from each tender ifaUk 
Whatever Earthy all-bearing mottier, yidds 
In India Eail or Weii^ or middle ihore 
In Pontus or the Punick coaft, or where uo 

i 

Ver. 33 K So fa^gt tec] Homer, Iliad 1%, 205, 

AMif #yi MfO^ f^m MMfi^mXtf s. r. A, STltLIKOFLXir. 

Ver. 333. Whit choice to ckoofe] This fort of jingle is rery 
tiOwl in MBtoviy as to m^foe motiotfj'K viii, 130. tiaagki^^f-' 
thotnghif B. »x. ?89..^»'(^>i, B. xi. 427* And it is not UBttfnsI 
in the beft dailick authors, as in Terence, Andr. v. 3. 

^ Nam faunc fcio mea folide folum gafifurum-gmtdia:^ 
anci in Viipl, Mn. xn. 680. 

" hunc, oro, fine mejurere BXite Jurorem:^ 

and many more inftapces might be giv^n. NiwTox. 

4 ' Ver. 3d3b Eairtk^ all-bearing mother J So the 

.Graaka call her U^fibftmrtf yi. and the Latins Ommifarea*. 

MawToir. 

* Ver. 339. or middle Jhore &e.] Or on the- 

borders of the Mediterranean; ti» PontWy part of Afia, or/Ae 
'Punick coq^f part of Africa, or where Alcm&vt reigm*dp in a Ore- 
cian ifllind in the Ionian fea (now the gulf of Venice) ancitetly 
called Phst^acia, then Corcyra,- m)w Corfu. The foil is fitiitfiti 
in oily wine, and mcft excellent frtritSt and its owner it 
famous for hb garden celebrated by Homer. II v ifE* 
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Alcmoiifl ragnVi, fruit of all kiddsy in c6at 
Roughs or fmooth rind, or bearded hv&i, or iheHy 
She gathers, tfibute* large, and on the board ' 
Heaps with un^ariilg band; for drink the grape 
She cnxCh^, indfieniivei mn&y and meaFths S45 
From many a benrj^ and firom fweet kernels 

preis'd 
She: tempers dulcet creams; nor tbele to hold 
WantaherfitTefleb'pure; thenftrows thegronnd 
With role and odours from the Ihrubnnfbm'd 

Mean while our primitiye great lirey to me^t 
His Ood-Iike guefl^ iealks forth^ without more 

train Z5i 

^companied than with bis own complete 
Perfedions; inlomfelf "ii^as'aUhisiiate, 

Ver. 344. a * ■ ^r , . — fir drink th6 grape 

She cnyheiy' inoffeniive mv^^] By tlie wotti inqf^ 
^ft^fw MiltoB intends to lunl at tbe later invention of ferment- 
ing the juice of tbe grape, and thereby giving it an intoxicatiBg 
quality. This he would fay was not the wine of Faradife. 

Thteb. 

Ven 94fk — i— ^.«->i«. wnd meaths} Sweet drinks like 
mead. A word ofed by Chancer, and perhaps derived irom 

fM^V* NaWTOH. 

Ver. 349. — ' from tie Jhrub mfim'dj] That is, 

not burnt and exhaling fmoke as in fumigations, but with its 
natural fcent. Hktlih. 

Ver. 351. without more iram 

Jceompamed than with his own &c.] Without. 
l»ere than with is a folcecifm. It fhould be '^ without more train 
than his own complete perfedions/' with being estpungied. But 
he gave i^ ^ teith no more train than xrith ftc.** Bbhtlit* 

TOE.' Ill* P 
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Mote iblomn thsta the tedious pomp tiat wfaks 
On princesp When theu* rich retmue long 365 
Of horfea led, ^d grocmis befinear'd with goM» 
Daz^&ks the Croiid, and lets them all agape; 
Nearer his prefehce Adam, thoii^ not aw*d, 
Tet with fubnuia approach and neverencemeelc. 
As to 8< fupetiour nature bowing low, b6o 

Thto laid: Nj^ve of Heaven^ for other place 
Ifone can than Heaven fiich glorious ihs^ con- 
tain; 
Since, hj deicending from the thrones abov^ 
Thofe hs^py phces thou haft ddgn'd a while' 
To want,andhonour thefe^Touchlafe with us 365 
Two only, wh0 yet by fovran gHtpoffcfi 
This fpadous groundir in yonder ihady bowdr. 
To reft; and what the garden choiceft bear| 
To fit and tafte, till this meridian heat 

Ver. 35(9. bcfmc^ar'd with gold,] Horace's 

f!^ awnm vejtiim illihan,'* Od. iv. ix. 14^ comes nearell to it. 

' Hume. 
* Vifgil has ufed a like exprefiioD» JEn. x. 314. 

<« Peftvnicam/ftftifiefifdiimrm.** RicvA&beoK.* 

Ver.S57. '• tmifitf them all d^fe.^ Virgil, 

Gtgrg. 11. 4S3. 

** Nee Yarios taium^ pulchm feftudine pofies.** JoETXir. 

Ven 36l. Native (f Heaven, for oiher plaee 

N<me can than Heaven fuck gloriatu Jk€tpe ccmiain ;] 
Milton, lu the turn of thefe words, tery plainly allude! to what 
' Mnt9a fays to Venus in th^ firft JEnddf ver. 327* 

<* O, quaro te memorem, Virgo ? namque haud tibi vultus 
'* Mortalb^ nee vox hoiQinem fo^at; O Dea certe,**- 

TatM. 
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Be'0wt, And the fim moie cool dedioe. syo 
Whom thudtheangelickVirtue aniVe/dmild 
Adan^ I theitefcfre came; nor art thou iucb 
Created, or foth plaee haft here to dwd]. 
As may not oft istntt^ though Spirits of Heaveo^ 
iffo vifit thee; lead on then where thy bower d/s 
^0*eiihades; fottbeie mid-houts, till ey^nii^ nfi^ 
I have at will. So to the fylvan lodg^ 
The^ <!ame, tkftt likePonma^sarlMttr^fi^ 
With flowerets deck*4 and fiagrantfinells; but 

Eve^ 
Undeck'd&Te with herfeU; more lovely fidr sso 

Ver. 371. tFiom ikm tie angelkk Virtue] The angd: Thai 
iionier ut^VfiigimtMm, iitJhrengikqfPrimf Sot Priam Uf^fTf 
IL iiL 105 } and ""iKTifH /n^ for Heaor, II. xiv. 418, And 
Od^. v\u iSr. i^'i»t Vri2 Wy iuMr' /i^ ^d^ Aa«»;^, «< After 
the /acred firengtk ofAldmm had heard that." Imitated twice 
by ViipU odora comim vif for </flf#» wSn. iy. 132 : Fimque Ddbi 
iDfernam, the infernal deities^ jEn, zii. 149* Hums. 

Ver. 373. = FommaU orkwr] The Ooddeft 

of frnit-lDees m^t well he fuppofed Uy have a delightful arbour, 
hot that could not be more delightlbl in imagination, than this 
was in reality. See Ovid^ Md. xiv.G^, &c« Newton. 

y«rr. 380. Uad^VdfmwUkkffrM.'i This is >9far mi«^ 
iZMif indeed, beyond Horace's, and makes an ezoellent coatiaft 
la Otid'fl defcription of the fine lady full diefs'dt 
^ pan ainina eft ipik paella foi.** 
It calls to mind that memorable faying, *^ Induitor, forinofa €ft ; 
oaitnr^ ip<a fonna eft.*" Drtf*%JkiiUa»Uifid; uadref/dfj^ 
i$ bmi^ itfflf* With the fame el^puice of expreffion, defcribioi 
Adam, he has laid, 

; ■ ■■ « «* in himfelf was all hii ftate>^ Mawrov. 



Digitized by 



Google 



dt9 PARADISE LOST. Booic n 

Than Wood-%mpb, or the feireft Godddi 

feign'd 
Of three that in iliovint Ida naked flroye^ 
Stood to entertain her gueft fromHeaven; no ycil 
She needed^ virtue-proof; no thought infinn 
Alter d her cheek. On whom the Angel HailsBi' 
Beilow*d, the holy ialutation ti8*d 
Long after, to bleft Mary, fecond Eve. 

Hail» Mother of Mankind, whoie fhiitfbl womb 
Shall fill the world more numerous with thjibns, 
Hian with theie various fruits the trees of God 
Have heajp'd this table! — ^Rais*d of grafly turf 391 
Their table was, and mofly feats had round. 
And on her ample liquare from fide to fide 
All autumn pil*d, thoughipring andautumn here 

Ver. 381. ■■ — - ■ ■■ — of tkefait^&oddefs feigned 

Of three &€.] He alludes to the couteft for beautyv 
the ^'certAmlna dearum^' of Ovid, between Venus, Juno, and 
Minenra. The ttik-n Of the expreflidn is hot unlike Drummond's 
defcripfion of a beautiful virgin, Poems l6i6i Part fecond. 
** No Deiiiefaign% which haunts tbe^lent woods, 
<* Is like to her, &€." Todd. 

Ver. 384. — ^ '- no thought infirm 

AUtT^4 her cheek.'] There is a <)igAified toplidty, 
a chaftenefs of expreflion here that haa the fineft efled, aad I 
believe never was exceeded. Such language is the efl^Kse «f 
true poetry. It is fcarcely neceflary here to refer to Gem. ii« 25. 

DUNSTB&« • 

Ver. 387. to hlefi Mary, feeond Eve.] See I«i« 

i. 28. She is called fecmd Eve, as Chrift is fometimes called 
ffcond Adam. Newton. 

Vcr. SD4. AU aututan pitd,'} The table had mofly feats round 
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Panc'd hand in hand. A while di&ourfe thl^ 
hold; ; 89» 

No fear left dinner cool; when thus bc^an 
Oar author. Heavenly ftranger^pleaie to taile 
Theie bounties, which our Nouriiher, from whom 
All perfed goo^, umneafur-d out, deibends^ 
To us for food and £br delight hath cau8*d 49> 
The earth to yield; unfavoury food perhaps^ 
To ^iritual natures; only this I know, 
Tliat one celeftial Father gives to all 
. To whom the Angel. Therefore what he givej^ 

it» and all aatumn pilM upon it, that is, the fruits of autumn, 
SoinVii^il, Georg.iu5. 

** parapineo gta?idus autumno 

** Floret ager." 
It may be obferved here (as Dr. Greenwood adds) that when 
Milton introduces any thing that might give occafion to a captious 
eritick to inquire hew Adam could he furniflied vrith fuch utenfils 
in his firft ftate; he has alwaye the caution foto e!cplain himfelf 
as to prevent any miftake. Thus when he has mentioned the tabU^ 
he tdls us it was raiU^d cf grqfy turf, A little above, ver. 348, 
where he fays Eve wemied not Jit veffeU, he takes no farther 
notice of them there, becaufe ^e reader was prepared to under* 
iand it by a paflage in B. iv. d3S. 

* " and in the nnd, 

^ Still as they thirfted, fieoop the brimming ftream/' 

Newtov. 

A paflhg^ in Sidney's Arcadia here probably occurred in Mil- 
ton's mind, ** There found they in the thickeft part of the wood 
a little fqiure place not burthened with trees, but with a board 
covered and beautified with the pleafanteft fruits that fun-bum'4 
Autumn could deliver to them/' p. 286. Todd. 

. Ven 404* '• ; r Thtrrfore what he gives 

, * (JFho/e praiJiU evp^'/mgj] The fine effe^ 0( 
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(Whojfe praife^ be «Wfiin^ to Man in part 40^ 

Sfmitual, may of pureft Spirits be found 

No ihgratef^l fMd: And food alike thofe pure 

Iiiftelli^ntial iiibfiances require. 

As doth your rational; and both contain 

Within them every lower faculty 4io 

Oftfenfe, whereby they hear,fee, fmell, touch, tafte, 

Tailing conco6t, digefl; aflimflate. 

And corporeal to incorporeal turn. 

For know,- whatever was created, needs 

To be iuiiain d and fed: Of dements 4i5 



tbi« truly devotional parentTiefis, will be fenfibly felt by every 
devout reader of Milton. Truly to tade tbe beauties of bis' 
facred poefy, a prevfouOy derottonal fpirit, as Mr. Hayley bas 
admirably obferved, is abfolutely neceffary. DuirstEa. 

Ver. 407. No uigrat^food:'\ There being mention mado 
in Scxtptnr^ of JngcU foodf Pikl. Ixxviii. 25; that is foundation 
aaoi^ for a ppet to build upon, and to advance thefe notions x»f 
tbe Angels eating. Nbwtoh* 

Ver. 4 1 S. Of demmt9 &«.] Dr. Bentley is for 

emitting here eleven lives together, but we cannot agree with faim 
i» thinking tbem the editoi^s, though we entirely agree with him 
in wiihing, tbet the author bad taken more care what notions oF 
philofopby ^e hid put into the mouth of an Archi-Angel. It is 
certainly a greal miliake to attribute ibt/ptii in the moon, '(which 
are owing to the inequalities of her furfisure, and to the diflereoc 
nature of her conilituent parts, land and water) to attribute 
them, I fay, to vapours iio# yet turned into her fuli/iance* It is 
certainly very unpUlqfopMeal to fay that the fun fi^ with tie 
cctan, but it is not wnpoeiicoL Aud whatever other faults are 
found in thefe lines, they are not lb properly the fisiults of Miltoo^ 
jas of his tiiQes, and of thofe fyflems of philofopby which he bad 
learned in his younger years. If he had written after the l&te 
jdif^pverles axi4 improvements in tdtn^ he would have written ia 
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The grafts^ £wd8 jjb l^uiov ouih the i^ 

Bai!th«nd tlie fea feed ain. the ur.thoie £kb ' . . J 

Ethereal^ and asloweftfirft the moon; 

Wlieiieemh^viii^]?cmndyaoi^^ 

Vapouts not yet into her fubftenoe tnmd 4^ 

Kor doth die iiMwn.nonoariihmeot exhale . 

From her moilSi/yintment to hi^er orb& 

Tbe^iiin that light unparts to all^ receLves 

From all his alimental recompence 

In humid exhalations^ and at even 421 

Sups with theocean. ThoughinHeaven the trees 

another manner. It is allowed by all philofopbers that the Tuif 
and fixed fiars leceive their fupplies of nouriihment; but in what 
nanner they are fed and fupplied is a great queilion : And furely % 
greater latitude and liberty may be indulged to a poet in fpeakii^ 
of thele things, than to a philofopher. The fame kind of thought 
runs through the nineteenth ode of Anacreon« to which the poet 
might allude, but more particuiarly to that paflage is Pliay^ 
where the fame account is gi?en <^ die fpots in the moon* ** fin 
dera vero baud dubie bumore terreno pafici, quia orbe dimidio 
nonnunquam maculoia cematur, fcilicel nondum fuppeteAte ad 
hauriendum ultra juilavi: maculaa enim non aliud efle quam 
teme raptas cum bumore fordes.'' lib. fi, cap. 9* Nbwtov. : 

Ver» 421. Nor doth tkemotm no nourifhment txhatc] A Latinifml 

t^ Virgil, Gtorg. i. 8S. ** Nee nulla interca eft inaratse gratia 
rra." Newton. 

Ver. 422. From her moiA continent'] The moon is called 19 
Aamlet^ A. i. S. L '< the moij ilar/' And in Randolph's Poems, 
1640, p. 49. " the moi^ moone." Todd. 

Ver. 425. and at even 

Su^ with the ocean,] So, in Lovelace^s Po^Aiunoitf 
Poems, l659y p. 15. " The funyipa-in the deep." Todd, ^ 

\tu 426. '. Thwfgi «• Scmn ik iree$ &c.] . lo 
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Of lifeeum1»ofialfiraitE^ebettr, ftndvkies ; 
Tield nedar; though from off the bon^ift^ eaclil 

• • t 

mom w • ' ' . ) 

We bmih meiliflacms dews, and find tlie graiHid 
iCover d with pearly grain: Yet God hath here; 
Varied his bounty ib with new delists, '431 
As may. compare with Heaven; and to taile 
Thinknot I ihall be niee. So down they iat. 
And to their viands fell; nor feemingly 
The Angela nor in mift^ the common glois 48S 



Skentiomng trees if life and vines in Heaven, he is juftifi^ by Scrip- 
Ipre, See Mat. xxvi. 29; and Rev, xxii. 2. Newt.oit. 

Ver. fST^ -r . r?* ambrofial^rVa^c bear; tmd vmes 

Yield ne6bir;3 Cicero has very jufily cenfured 
Homer for defcribing his deities as ^bje<^ to the ^me appetitea 
with ZQ^en, ^d having necourfe to ne^ar and ambrq/ia for tbeir 

• fuilenanqe. *^ Non enim ambrqfia deos aut ne&arcy Juvjentate 
pocjala iBinifirante, letari arbitiior^— ^FingiBbat haec jEIomerus, et 
Immaaa ad deos transferebat; divina niallem 4^d nos/' Tufc. 
Difp. \. 1. Milton's invitation of Homer in this particular (which 
kperiiaps left liai^le ^o cenfure, as there are Asveral paflages in 
iacred hiftory where AngHs are defcribed as eating,) may be i^n 
in this fpeech of Raphael. Merrick's note on Tryphiodonis, 

"y^* 24^1.rrl nay ^dd that, in qur poet's Lycidas^ hi^ depaifed 
Irieod is nfefcrib^ '^ laving his locks wi^h ne£iar in this bleA king- 
doms of joy and love." Enoch, tranflated into heaven, i^ defcribe4 
fcoth in the Flinch Du Barias, and in lifle's tranflatipn of it ip 
162^5, p. 3. 

'^ Thou drinkeft no^ thy fill of fiedar m^e; thy day 
« Of 8«b6tliiie?iBr ends." Todd. 

|?cr. 44^« ■ . ' ' . ■ ■ the common glofi 

Of Theologians;] The ufpal comment and expo* 
Ction^iilf dkines. For, feveraKof the Fathers and ancient Dodors 
welt ol opinion^ that thf Apgels did not really eat» but pnly 
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Of Theologiiiis; but with keen dij^tclt 

Of real hunger, and concoi9iye heat 

To tianfabfiantiate: What redoundst, tranipires 

Thsmigfofiinrits witii eafe; nor wonder; if by fire 

Of footj coal the empirick alchemiA 440 

Can tun^ or holds it poffible to turn, 

Metals of droflieft ore to perfed gold. 

As from the mine. Mean while at table Ere 

feemed to do fo; and they ground that opinion princ]{>a11y apon 
what the Angel I^^phael fays In the book of Tobit, xii. 19. " AU 
thtfe day4 did I appear vntoyciu^ biU I did natker eat nor drinky but 
jfOM dtd/ee a vyUn," But our author was of the contrary opiDioo, 
that the Angel did npt eat in appearance only but in reality, wUk 
keen dijpatck of real hunger^ as he f4.ys ; and thb opinion^ is con* 
frroed by the accounts in the Canooiciil Scripture of Abraham's 
entertaining three Angels at one time, and Lot's entertaining two 
Aog^ls at another* See Gen, xviii. and xix. There it is fai4 
plaioly that meat was fet before them, and they did eat; and th^ro 
|8 no reafon for not \inderAanding this, as well as the reft qC the 
relation, literallyt Milton ufes the word TieologioHSf in his 3V« 
traekordofif p, 225, voL i. ed. 1738. Newton. 

|n Heywood's HterarcMe ofAngeU^ it is faid of the Angfsls, 
.foL edit. l6^5f p. 200. 

** In vifible form they likewife have appear*d, 
" Been feen to walke, to eaty to drinker &c," 
But, in the fame page, the affertion is qualified, according to tl^ 
Common gloft of TheologioMy as of the Angels with Abraham; 
■ I ■ " they dranke with him, and ca/, 

'* At leail, mtq hisfeentingy tafted meat." 
See alfo the note on ComuSf v. l6. Toj>d. 

Ver. 443. ' '. -^^f'-'^'f^ Mean wUk at table t:o€ 

. Miniver* d nakedy &c.] Seeabove^ ver. 331, &c. 
The feveral particulars of Eve's colieding fruits, &c« for the 
AngteFs repaft, and attending on her celeftial gueft, (eem to havi 
))een taken from.TibuUui, B. i* £/. v» ^9i . 
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Minifter d naked, and their flowisg cijps 
With pleaiaMliquours crowned: OiimoceiiceM9 
Befemng Paradiiei if ever, then. 
Then had iHe Tons of God excofe to have been 
Enamoured at that fight; but in thofe hearts 
Love unliUdinous reign*d, nor jealouiy 
Was underwood, the injur d lover s hdL 4M 
Thus when with meats and drinks thej 1mi4 
fufficd, 

"** Ilia regat cun£los, ill! fmt omnia cuTe» 

^* £t javet in toti me nihil efle domo« 
^ Hue veniet Meflkia tneus, cui dukia poma 

** Delia feledis detrahet arboribus. 
^ Et tantum venerata virum, hunc fedoht curet; 

^ Huic paret, atque epulas ipfa miniftra geraC 

STILLINGFLXBn 

Ver. 445. With pleafant Hqwmrs crown'd:] To cr&tm iieir 
cup^y was a phrafe among the Greeks and Romaas for filling tliem 
above the brim, but yet not fo as to run oven Thus it is ufed 
ty 'Homer, J/iarf i. 470. 

and by Virgil, Geotg, 1i. 528. 

— ** et focii cratera coronant.** Newtok. 

Ver. 446. '- if ever, then, 

Tlien had the Sons of God excufe &c.] The doubling 
of then adds great force and empbafis. The allufion b to Gat, 
vi. 2. See note on B. iii. 463. Newtoh. 

Some of the Rabbins fay, Eve was fo beautiful, that the 
prince of Angels fell in love with her, which occafioned hb fall. 

UpTOir. - 
Ver. 451. Tkui when xoithmfatsimd drinks they had fuJUfd^ 

Not kirden'd nafnre,'] Homer, lUad i. 469. Airm^ 
M wirm nd Miflm <i )^ ^^. And fee Virgil, Mn. u 2l6. Milton 
foys the fame thing, but at the fame time inBuuales a fine moral 
of the true end of eating and drinking, which is to iatisfyy bul 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOOK r. PAHAWSE LOST/ ti9 

Not burdened iMTtur^, fbdden mind arofe 
In Adam, not to let tlie occafion pais 
Given him by this great conference to knbw 
Of things above his world, and of their being455 
Who dweffl in Heaven, whofe excellence he la^ 
Tranfccnd Ms xrWn lb ikr; whofe radiant forms, 
Divine efinlgence, whofe liigh power, Co far 
Exceeded hutnam; and his waiy l^^eech 
Thus to the emp3rreal minifler he fram'd 4» 

Inhabitant with God, now know I well 
Thy favour, in this honour done to Man; 
Under whole lowly roof thou hall vouchfaTd 
To enter, and thefe earthly fruits to taflcp 
Food not of Angels, yet accepted fo, 46$ 

not to burden, nature; nnd this fort of temfierance lie not only 
iDComtnendsy aa in the boning of this book» and in B. zL 530, 
Ac. but reroariKably/pfaf^ed himfelf. Nkwtov« 

Sec alfo Od^. v. 201. And Spcnfer, Faer. Qii. i. xii. 15, il. 
til. 15, But Milton had certainly Taflb in his mind ; at leaft the 
paflage has full ground for the Miltonick one, Gier. Ub. C. xi. 17. 

'' Poi che de* cibi il natural* amore 

" Fik in lor repreflb, e Y importuna fete.*' 
Fairfax alfo tranflates it, <* when the valiant knights yij^cfdf aro 
with meat and drink/* But Milton here gives more fully the in- 
tended fenfe of TaiTo's nahiraf amort and importuna fete. 

DUK8TSR« 

Ver. 455. ■ ■ above his world,'] Tickell, Fenton, and 

Bentley, have corrupted the text, by reading << above thU world.** 

Todd. 

Ver. 456. ■' whofe excellence] Excellence is ^ 

general word; and Milton branches the ejrc€//ence of Angels into 
two particulars; their radiant forms (which were the effulgence of 
the Deity), and their high p<ncer, ?£ a rce. 
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As that more willingly thou couldft not £eem 
At Heavens high feaAs to have fed: yet what 

. compare? 

To whom tiie winged Hierarch replied. 
O Adam^ One Almighty is, from whom 
All things proceed^ and up to him return, 470 
If not depiav d from good> created all 
Such to perfe6bion, one firft matter all, , 
^ndued with various forms, various degrees 
Of iiibilance, and, in things that live, of life; 
But more refinM, more ipiritous, and pure, 475 

Ver. 467. t/et tokat compare?'] Hb fpeech 

was waty; aod he was afraid to afk the Angel diredly of the di^ 
^ent conditions of Men and Angels ; but yet intioiates his defire 
to know by queiVioning whether there was any coroparifon between 

tJtieiB. ^EWTOV. 

. I would have it obferved in what a beautiful manner Milt#n 
l>rings on the^xecution of thofe orders, whicbRaphaelhad received' 
from God* To avoid all appearance of harflinefs or abruptoefs, 
which inigbt have feemed, if the Angel had immediately entered 
upon his errand, the poet makes ufe of Adam*s curiofity to intro- 
duce the fubjed, and puts fuch wary and modeft quefUons into his 
mouth, as naturaily led to thofe high matters, upon which the 
other was comroiilioned to difcourfc to him. G&££NWOod. 

Certainly Adam is not alking any queftion here, as dodor New- 
ton would infijiuate. This exclamation is the exclamation of ad- 
miratiQii at the fuperiour joys of Heaven, as fuggefted by the 
fuperiour nature, the '< radiant form and divine effulgence,*' of 
his heavenly vifitor. Dukster. 

Ver. 471. ■ ■ ■ ' ■ ■ created all 

Such to peife^Honj'] See Wisdom i. 14. Todd. 

Ver. 475. But more refin'd, more fpiritout^ andpure^&cJ] So 
Spenfer, in his Hymtie of Heavenly BeautiCf fpeaking of the earth* 
ihfi air^ apd above (hat the pyre cryfialUnc, 
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As nearer to him placM, or hearer teft^g 
Each in their federal aftive Spheres ailgn*d> '^ •' 
Till body up to ipirit work, in bounds 
Pr(q[)ortion'd to each kind. So from the root 
Springs lighter the green lialk, from tiience the 
leaves 480 

More aery, laft the bright confuxmnate flower 
Spirits odorous breathes: flowers and their fruity 

** By view whereof it plainly may appeare, 
• /* That ftill as every thing, doth upward tend, , 

" And further is from earth, fo (till more cleare 
'' And faire it growes &c." Thteb, 

Vcr. 47s. Till boSy vp tofpirit XDork, &c.] Our author ihould 
Jiave confidered things better; for, by attributing his own falfe 
notions in philofophy to an Arch-Angel, he ha« really leiTened 
the charader which he intended to raife. He is as much mi(la« 
ken here in his metapbyficks, as he was before in his phyficks. 
This notion of matter refining into fphrit is by no means obferving 
tlie hounds proportioned to each kind* f fuppofe, he meant it as a 
comment on the dodrine of a natural body changed into a fpi* 
xitttal body, as in i Cor. xv, and perhaps borrowed it from fom« 
of his fyflems of divinity. For Milton, as he was too much of a 
jfiiaterialiil in his philofophy, fo he was too much of a fyftematiil 
in hit divinity. Nbwtok. ' 

Ver. 482. Spirits odSrowi] We muft take notice in reading, 
this verfe, that Spirits is here a Word of two fyllables, ihongd it 
is often contraded into one, or pronounced as two ihort ones, and 
particularly in the fecond line after this, ^* ToviMJpirits afpire;*' 
and the fecond fyllable in odSrous is to be proilounced long, 
though the poet makes it (hort in other places, as in B. iv. l66*. 
But thefe are not the only inflances, where Milton makes ufe of 
this fame poetical licence. Newtov. 

Odorous is pronounced with the fame accent in Marino's Slough" 
ter of the Innocents, tranflated by T. R. l675, p. 60. 

'VThe hills, and dales, that plants oidirous bare/; Tqdh* 
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Ma&*fl ttMmihBaHi by gmM ^^^Ofl BMMd, 

To vitel i^iritt «j|ure^ to aniiMi 

To intelleAuftl; gi^e both Hfe and ienie^ 485 

Famgr and mideiflandk^; wbeiwe the iiral 

Reafoa xtcmrtB^ jsiod raafivi is bar beuig^ 

DkfcurfiYe^ or intuitive; diicourie 

Is oA)eilrymin^ the ktter inoft is 6ur8» 

TiiStmg but in degree^ of kind the lame. 49a 

Wonder not then^ what God for you law good 

If I refuie not, but convert, as you 

To proper iiibilance. Time may come^ when 

Men 
With Angels may participate, and find 
No inconvenient diet, nor too light fare ; 495 
And from thefe corporal nutriments perhaps 
Tour bodies may at laft turn all to ipirit, 
Improv d by tra6t of tim^, and, winged, afcend 
Ethereal, as we ; or may, at choice 
Here or in heavenly Faradifes dwell ; soo 

If ye be found obedient, and retain 
Unalterably firm bis love entire, 

Ver. 498. ■ ■ ami, nmg% qfccud 

Etiertai, as «oe;] It is the dodrine of the aUcft 
-Difinei and primitive FaUiert of the Catboiick. churdi, that, if 
Adam had not fianed, he would never hav^ died, .but vould 
have been tmnflated from £arth to Heaven ; and this doarine 
|he reader nuiy fee iUuftrated in the learned Biihep Bull's dif- 
courfe Oftkejtate rfnum brforc tht/alL Our author no doubt 
was very, well acquainted with theienfe of antiquity in this parti- 
cular; and admitting the notion, what he fays is poetical at 
leafty if you win not allow it to be probable and rational 

Nbwtov* 
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'Whott piogenif y oil a2«^. Moil %rhile«njb/ 
Your fill ^hat faofipinefs/thsr ha^j fiate * 
Can comprclirad^inckpafile'tif more; 505 

Ta wboin Ihepitti&afcb of mankiiad rapliecL 
O favoiurdtble Spirit^ pix^rirtioud goefiv ^ 
Well haii: them taught tlte^vvQij that might direft 
Our knowledge^ and the fcale of nature iet 
From centier to^ drcamferenee ; whereon^ 510 
In contemplation of created thingc^ 
By fteps we may aibend to God. But iky, 

Ver. 603. Whofe progenf ytm arjt!] From St. Paul, A^9 
xvii. 28. ** For we are alfo bis offspmgf who took it ffOHi 
Aratus, Tv yitf MiiyiM(^/»6. NeW/TOH. 

Ver. 504« YoufJUl what Ai^fprn^iy Yoor fill 0^ what hapf^ 
nefsy or to your fill what happineis. Newtoit. 

Ver. 509- ' ' mui tiefiak ofnatwrtftt 

Frm center to dremuftraiee;} ThefealeorlaMer 
of nature afeieiMis by ftept from a point, a oenter^ to the whole 
circumference of what makmd can fee or comprehend. TIm 
metaphor is bold and raftly exprcffive. Matter, onejirjt matter^ 
is thU center; nature infinitely di>*erfified is the fcale which 
reaches to the otmoft of our conceptions, all round. We- are 
thos led to Ood; whofe circumference wko com teUf '* l/iictr- 
§mH/imVdieJUbp^kuiuiei' B. vii«170. Ricuabdsow. 

Ver. 51S. BfJUpe we mof afcend to Ood.] There is a leal 
YlAble ladder (btlldes that vifionary one of Jacob) whofe Iboe, 
though placed on the earth among the loweft of the creation, yeC 
leads us ly Jlefo^m ootUemplatum of created tkmgs, up to God, 
.lhe invifible Creator of all things. Hume. 

Milton here veiy clearly alludes to the Platonick pfatlblbphy 
of rifing gradually from the confidemtion of particular > created 
beauty to tl|at which b univeifal and uncreated. Tbver. 

St. Bernard*! espreffion might hare been now in Milton's mind: 
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What meant that caution join'd> If ye befouni 
Obedient f Can we want obedience then 
To him, or poflibly his love defert^ 6i5 

Who formed us from the duil and plac*d us here 
Full to the utmoft meaiure of what blifi 
Human de£bres can ieek or apprehend ? 

To whom the Angel. Son of Heavenand Earth, 
Attend! That thou art happy^ owe to God; ^ao 
That thou continuefl iiich, owe to thyielf; 
That is^ to thy obedience; therein iiand. 
This was that caution given thee ; be advised. 
God made thee perfed^ not immutable; 
And good he made thee, but to perferere sm 
He left it in thy power; ordain'd thy wifl 
By nature free, not over-ruFd by fate 

«< Humilitas^^a^ cctUr But fee alfo Stafford's JViui^f, Itoo. I6II, 
p. 3. ^^ The beads themfelues baue fenfe ; nay, thcsy haue appear- 
ing (though DQt apparent) vertues ; but none of them euer yet 
iDOUoted oned^ree of contemplation's rifing fc£e; by which the 
wife man, with an afpicing scale, afcends the tbrone of God» 6lc^ 

Todd. 

Vcr. 520. Attend: &c.] The fedtences here are very (hort, 
as every thiog ought to be in the preceptive way. *^ QvkqML 
frcecipieSt efio brans," is the rule of Horace, De Arte Poet. 355. 
And this brevity in the preceptive, as it is agreeably to Horace's 
rale, fo fikewife isJttohispiadUce, as particular^ in that firii^ 
of precepts, Epi/i. L ii. 55. NawTav. 

Ver. 526. ■ ordaaCd % will 

By nature free, ifo^ ofoer^ruTd fy fate kc] See 
Sir John Davies's Nofce teipjkmt p. 36, ed. I6OS. 
" If by bis word he had the •current ftayd 
^ Of Adam** wi//, which was bjf nature free, 
^ It bad bene one, as if his word had iayd, 
** I will benceforth, that Man no manJhaU (e.** Todd. 
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jiooK V. PARADISE lOSf ^: M5 

Inextricable/ or ftnA neceffity: 
Our voluntary fervice he requires^ 
Not our neceflitated ; fiich with him 530 

finds no acceptance^ nor can find; for how 
Can hearts^ not free, be tried whether they ferve 
WiUing or no, who will but what; they muft - 
By deftiny, and can no other choofe ? 
MyfeU; and all thp angelick hofi^ that (land 5Zi 
In fight of Qod^ enthrond, our happy flate 
HoH ^ you yours, while our obedience holds; 
On other fiirety none : Freely we ferve, 
Becaufe we freely love, as in our will 
To love or not ; in this we fland or fall : 54p 
And iome are fallen, to difobedience fallen. 
And fb from Heaven to deepefi: Hell; O fall' 
From what l^gh flate of blifs, into what woe! 
To whom our great progenitor. Thy words 
Attentive, and with more delighted ear, 545 
Divine inflruAer, I have heard, than when 
Cherubick fongs by night from neighbouringhills 
Aereal mufick fend : Nor knew I not 
To be both will and deed created free; 

Vcr. 546. — —— than when 

CherMck fongs &c.] Adam had mentioned thefe 
nighdy fonp of the Augels'with pleafure in B. iv. 680, &c. But 
mfrfte prefers theconverfatiofn of the Angel, and thinks difcouif^ 
IBOM faeMj '^ for eloquence the foul, fong charms the fenfe.'* 

N&WToir. 

Ver. 548. < ' nor knea I not 

To b€ boA vMl and dnd creattdjree i] Nor was it 
Tot, lit, Q 
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i^6 PARADISE lX)8t. book v; 

Yet that we never (hall forget to lore 550 

Our Maker, and obey him whofc command 
Single is y^t fb juft, my cenilant thongfats 
Affiit^dme^andftOlaffure: Though what thotl 

teff ft 
Hath ^ais*d ill Hearen, fome domht witfasft me 

move. 
But more defire to bear, if thoii ^ottfent, 55$ 
Tht full relation, which muft needs be ftra<igi% 
Worthy of fitered lilence to be heard; ' * 
And we have yet large day, for icarce the fikn ' 
Hath fimfii*d Imlf his journey, and fcarce begins 
His other half in the great 2oiie eif Heaven. s6o 

Thus Adam made ^ueft; and R^^^haiel^ 
After Chdrt paiife atfenting, thus began. 
: High matter thoa €fnijoi«*ft me, O pfime nC 

unlLoown to me that my wilf and aAidiis are free. I knew I mb 
ffte. Two negatives make an affirmative. Rxcbaebsoit. 

Ver. 551. — ■' . vkofi: commmd! 

Single is yet fo jut,] 'That is, the command not 
ta eat of th^ forbiddto' tt^ fhe only eemnaod given t& Ami* 
It is fpoken of much in^the fame manner^ B. iv. 419, and ag^a ▼• 
432. And this command, though Jingle^ and therefore on that 
account to he obeyed, b yet fo juft, that it lays a further obliga« 
tion upon our obedience. Newton. 

Ver. 557. Warikjf rffacreiJUmu ta he keard;] Wortlky of 
rcKgiotts filence, fu^b as.w^s reqMired at the facrifiees, and nihar 
rel%ioii0 ceremonies, of the ancients ; alluding to that of Horace^ 
Od. ii. xii). 29, 30^ 

'' Utrumque /aero digna jUentio 

«* Mirantur umbrae dicere/* BiCBAEDSOir.^ 
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«oo»ta rabadise lost. itf 

S^talkaiidhaid: ForhowlhAllI rdate 

To jbuman fenie the invilible exploits 96$ 

PC warring Spirits ? how> without t&norfe, 

T^ Mvm <if ib m^fiy glorious once 

4A4pe]:fbd while thej flood? howU&iw^cXi 

The fecrets of another worid^ periiaps 

Not lawful to reveal? yet for tiiy good «70 

This is di%em*d; ^nd what fimnouhtstlie teach 

Of humab ftnfe, I ihaU ddineate fo^ 

By likehiug. %iritual to coiporal forms^ 

As maj exprefs thembeft ; though what if Earth 

t 

Ver. 563. High matter flotf tnjdk(ft me^ prime efmen^ 

Sad tq/i and hard : &c.] It is cuftotnary with Ihto 
^pick poab t6 introdace, by Way of epifode and narration, the - 
fHildpal events which happened before the adion of the poem 
eiNakieDCeB:' Andas Homei's Ulyffes relates his adventures td 
Aldtiousy add as Vir^ts iCneas recodrits the hiftoiy of the fiega 
of Troy and of his ow^ traveb to Dido ; fo the Angel relates to 
Adam the fall of Angels and the creation of the world ; and be- 
gjins his narration of the &U of Angels, much in the ianie manner* 
as JEneas does his account of the deftmdion of Troy, Yirg. Mm. 
ii.d. . 

*<lnfrndum, legioa, jubes renovare dolorem.^* NiwTOir* 

Ter;56S. ' hawiq^uafM 

The fecreU of another worldf perhapi 

Not lawful to reoealf} So, in Virg^U ^« ^^« 

tie. 

** Sit mihi fas audita loqui; fit numine veflaro 
** Pandere res alti terrft et cdigine merfps.'* 

STILLIKOrLUT* 

Ver. 574. — though what tf Earth 4c.J la 

order to make Adam comprehend thefe things, the angel tells 
him that he muft lilen ffmtwd to corporal formt^ and queftions 
whether there is not a greater fimilitude and refemblaoce between 
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iM . PARADISE /LOST. sooKt. 

Be but the flutdQw of Heaven, and diiiigB tlieidii 

JE)ach to other like, more than on earth is 

, thought? K9 

As yet this world was not, and Chaos wild 

ReigQ*d where thefe Heavens now roll, where 

Earth now reils 
Upon her center pois*d ; when on a day 
(For time, though in eternity, applied 4M 

To motioq, mealiires all things durable 
By prefen^ paft, and future,) on iiich day 

things in Heaven and things in £arth than k generally imagined, 
which is fuggefted very artfttlly, as it u indeed the beft apok^y 
that could be made for thofe bold fignres, which Milton has em- 
ployed ', ahd efpecially in his defcriptions of the battkt of Iha 
Angels, to thefame purpofe fays Mr.Mede, i>|/^M«iy<fz. <<If 
the vifible things of God may be learned, as St. Paul fays,.firoBa 
the creation of the world, why may not the invifible and intelli* 
gible world be learned from the iabrick of the vifible ? the one 
(ft may be) being the pattern of the other/' Niwtoir^ . 

We may alfo compare Ciceroi Fragm^ Timtfut, ad init. ** Atqae 
fi pylcher eft hie mundus^ fi probus ejus artifexi profedd fpeciem 
setemitatis imitari roaluit ; fin fecus, quod ne didu qnidem fas eft, 
geneiatum exemplum eft pro »temo fecuttls. Non i^tar dubium, 
quin sternitatem maluerit fequi ; quandoquidem neqne mundo 
quidqtmm pulchrius, neqne ejus sdificatore prarftantius* Sic 
ei^o generatus ad id eft effe6lus, quod ratione ff4>ientiaque com- 
prehendltur, atque* immutabili etemitate continetar. Ex quo 
efficitur, ut fit uecefle, hunc, quern cemimus, mnndum fimula- 
crum efle alicujus seterni/' Todd. 

Ver. 379. ^pon her center pais*d ;] « Ponderibus librata fuis,*' 
as Ovid fays, Met. u 13. Or as Milton eifewhere exprefles.it, 
B. vii. S49. 

" And Earth felf-balanc*d on her center hpiig/' 

MfWTOI^. . 
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900VV. PARADISE LOST. i^if 

As Heayen*8 great year brings for^, the tmpj^ 

real hod 
Of Angels by imperial iiimmons caird> ' 
Innumerably .before the Almight/s throne ses 
Forthwith, from all the ends of Heaven^ app^Kd 
Under their Hierarchs in orders bright: 
Ten thottfand thouiand enfigns high advanced. 
Standards and gonfalons *twixt van and rear 
Stream in the air, and for diiiin6)ion ierve ' sgo 
Of hierarchies, of orders, and d^ees; 
Or in their glittering tiffiies bear imbWd ' 

Ver, 585. As*Heaoen*i grcBiyear] Our poet feems to have 
had Plato*s great year in fais thoughts. See alfo Yirgil, Eel. iv/ 
5, and 19. Hvxb. 

Plato's great year of the Heavens, is the revolution of all t]ie 
fph'eres. Every thing retorns to where it fet out when their motion^ 
firft began. See Anfon. Irfjf/. xviii. 15. A proper time for the 
declamtion of the vicegerency of the Son of God, Milton has 
the fame thought for the birth of the Angels (ver. 86l,) imagining 
fuch kind of revolutions long before the Angels or the worlds were 
in being. So &r back into eternity did the vaft mind of this poiet 
CArry bim, Richardsov. 

jIjUL " ■ ■ the empyreal kq/l] We read of fuch a divine 
allembly in Job u €• ** Now there was a day when the fons of 
God came to prefent themfeWes before the Lord." And again/ 
I Svfg4 ^xii; 19* Th» was enough to furnilh the hint to 
Miitoii. Nb^toit. ' 

Ver, 5SpT ■■ * ■ ■ '■»■ ■ gonfalons] Ef{figm or hwmers. 
MiltoQ introduced the word gonfaUm into our language from t^'e"^ 
Italian; it being the qame of the Pope's (landard, and is alfo ufed 
repeatedly for JtiO^andf as Mr, Dunfter obferves, by Ariofto. In 
Chaacer, B.Jlag orjtreamer is called gonfanoun, Rom. Rofe^ 1201/ 
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tMh PARADISE LOST. HOoR V^ 

Holy piemoiials^ a6b of zeal and lava 

Recorded eminent Thus when in orbs 

Of circuit in»prdEble they flood, ig$ 

Orb witlun Qvh, the Pither Infinite, 

By whom in blifs imbofom'd fat the Son, 

Amidft 99 from a flaming mount, whofe txnp 

Brightneifi had made invifible, thus i^ake. 

Hear, all ye Angels, progeny of light, 000 
Throne^ Dominations^ Princedoms, Virtues^ 

Powers; 
Hear toy decree which unrevoked flnll ftand/ 

Vcr, 593. Hofy memoriaUt &c«] Soggefted from wbat he 
bad feeo in Italy, where the banners of faints reprefentiag their 
greater miraclet are carried in religious pi:ocei$eni .09 great 
feftivals, DirvsTER, 

Ver. 59St Am^ as from aborning momU, kc] Thia ides 
.feems to be taken'from the divine prefence in the moant» Exod, 
3pz. when God gave his coromandn^ents to the chjldren of Ifra^, 
as here be is giving bis great comn^and conoeniing the Meffiah in 
](Ieaven. NawTOV. 

IUd# - II - wkqfis top 

Brighinefi had tiutde woifibk,] The Ikme juft awl jet 
bold thought with that in B, iii, 380. 

** Dark with exceflive bright thy ikirts appear.** 
See the note on that verfe. Tbysr. 

Vef/60t. BetfTn^ decreet &c«} We obfervedbefoi^, that 
JMilton was very cautious what ibntiments and latiguage he aibribed 
to the Almighty* and generally conQned himfelf to the phrafes and 
espreffioi^ of Scriptqre; and in this particular fpeech the reader 
win eafily remark bow much of it is copied from Holy Writ, by 
eomparing it with the following texts; Pfabn ii« 6| 7* Gen* xxii. l6« 
>ii/. ij, 10, H. NawTOK. 

The opening of the l^»eecb bas a more particular reference^ I 
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BOOK r. PARADISE LOST. tat 

This day I htcmhegpt whom I dedaie 
My only Soiv and on this holy hill 
lEm hay6 anointed, whom ye now behold 605 
At iny n^ hand; your head I him appoint; 
And by myfelf have fwom, to him Ihall bow 
All knees in Hieaven, and Ihall confels him Lord: 
Under his ^«at vice-garent re^ abide 
United, as one individual ibul, ^i4 

For.ever happy: Him who diibbeys. 
Me diibbcySy breaks union, and that day. 
Call out from God and blefled yifion, l^ls 
Into utter darkneiSf deep inguird, his place 
Ordain'd without redemption, without end. 615 
80 ipake the Omnipotent, and with his words^ 
All &em*d wen pleas*d; all feem*d, but were not 

all 
That day, as other Iblemn days, they i|)ent 
tn ibng and dance about the lacred hill; 
Myfiical dance, which yonder ftarryiphere fiao 

coaceive, to BA. U ^« ** When he bringeth in the Fi^-begotten 
into the worlds he faithi And let aU the AngH* of God worJMj^ 
Mm*' TopD. 

Ver» fi07. 4nd bg n^e^hwpefwom.'l FrQin ffaiak ilv, S3« 
•* I have fworn by myfelf." Stilliwgflekt. . ^ 

Ver. 620* M^Jticdt dancer &c«] Strange myilerious motiahs* 
vhii^ the diining fphere of the planets and fixed fiars, in their 
lyirioiu revolutions, imitates neareil;. wincBngs and tuniia|;s eQ** 
tangled and obfcure, involving and furrounding one anothar^ A^ 
though not moving on the fame center, yet then moll r^gukir and 
orderly, when to our we^ and diftant underftandiiig they feem 
JUQft urrsiiilar and difiorhMi, f wi^'s SHi^ C# ix. & & 



Digitized by 



Google 



iSS PARADISE LOST. book y. 

Of platielii and of fix'd, in all her ^^dft 
Rdembks nearefl^ mazes intricate, 
Ecceotrick^ intervoly d, yet regular 
Then moft, when moft irregular they feem; 
And in their motions harmony divine As. 

So finooths her charming tones, that God's own 

ear 
Liftens delighted. Evening now. approached, 
(For we have alio our evening and our mora. 
We ours for change delegable, not need;) 

*^ Aqd thofe pniruljf errant call'd, I troWf 

^* Since He ern» not, who doth them guide and moTe." 

And Cicero, Tn/c. Difp, i.:25. '' Aftra turn, ea quae Tunt iafixa 
Cjert^s Ipcis, ^um i}Ia qoq r.e, fed voqabuioj errantiay dec.*' And i5 
their motions fuch' divine perfedion appears, and their harmo- 
nious perfedion fo tunes her charming notes, that God himfelf, 
pleafed and delight^, pmixouaced them good, Gea* i. 18« There 
is a text in Jo6 zuviii. 37, which feems to favour the opinion of 
the Pythagoreans, concerning the muffcal motion of thefpheres; 
Ihoagh our ir^nflaUon dificrs thei^sia from otb6r«ver[ians. ** Coo-» 
fetehtum coeli quts dormire facietT Wlu^JkaU lay q/kep^ or Jiff ^ 
i)k concert of the Heaven? But this i^ to be underflood metiq[>hori- 
-eallyt of the wonderful proportions oliferved by the heavenly 
bodies in their various motions. Hume. 

Compare Philo Jud»us, vol. i. 625, ed. Mang^ey, 'oH if»H 

mPmhJm. TooD. 

. ¥cr; 6t8. — . yrf regular 

Them mefty «4ni mo^ irregular iheyfeemi] Hence 

tbe admired uiul li ntf oi» of a beautiful paflage in Thomfon's 

dwtwm: 

- ** Lovdineili 

*' Needs not the foreign aid of ornament, 

^ Bui hf^mkBLWMimii^ adom'd tke moj.^ To»d, 
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BOOK ▼*' PARADISE LOST. 99a 

Forthwith from dance to ^eet r^aft they turn 
Defirous; all in circles as they itxxxiy est 

Tables are fet, and on a :fodden pil'd 
With Angels food, and rubied nedar flows 
In pearl, in diamond, and mafly gold, 
IVuit of delicious lilies, the growth of Heaven. 
C^ flowers repos'd, and with £pcQx flowerets 
crown*d, f fl96 

lliey eat, th^ drinks andin commutiion iwMt 

Ver. CSS. ' rwhkd ireAar;] Vtn&mt of the colour of 

rabies, Homer^s fiicrmf VV^ <^ doAor Newton hiui obftrved. But 
fee note on Sam/on Jgoni^tty v. 54S. Todd. 

Yen 637. Tkey eat, they irmk, &c.] In the firft edition it 
was thm, 

'' They eat, they drink, and with refedion iWeet 
** Are £ll'd, before the all-bounteous King, &c.*' 

In the fecond edition the author altered it and added as foUowii 
*^ They eat, they drink, and in cookmuuioa fweet 
** Quaff immortality and joy, fecure 
*' Of furfeit where full meafure only bounds ' 
** Excefs, before the alUbounteous King, &€•" 

Dr. Bcntley js for reftoring the former reading, but we think that 
m coffimtmiofi Jbeet gives a much better idea than witk rrfeSim 
fwtei. To ijmjff mmortoHty andjoyf to drink laigely and plen* 
tifally of immortal joy, is a very poetical expreffion, and pbln^ 
alluding to P/o/. z%xvi. 8, 9. ** Thou (halt make them drink of 
the river of thy pleafures, for with thee is the fountain of life, 
&€•" If thefb verfes'were lef^ out, then (as Dr, Pearce rightly 
obfenres) the words in ver. 641, which reprofent God as rejoicmg 
m ikeir j^9 would refer to fomething that is no where to bo 
found ; and therefore Miltcm (he fuppofes) inferted tbefe verfes 
iji the fecond edition, that the joy qf the Angels migbf be ex« 
preiTed. Newton. 

lo this defcriplion of the feaft of the Angels, every image is 
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tM PjiBADKS L08T« mok v. 

Quaff imtntttalxtj and }0j, fccaxe 

Of furfeit^ where fiiU meafure cmlj bowida 

Excefi, before the all-j^ounteoius King, who 

{bower d 
With copious bandf lejoidng in their joy. (Mi 
Now when ambroiial night with douds exhaled 
From that high m<)uiit of Godt whence light aad 

fhade 
Spring b6tb, the face of biighteft Heaven had 

chang*d 
To grateful twilight^ (for night comes not there 
yin darker veil,) and roleat dews difpos^d 64/9 



dignified, To as to be Autable to the nature of beings of fuck 
tranfcendent excellence. Left the circumftance of eating and 
drinking might appear degrading to Angels, we are told that they 
** quaff immortality and joy;*' by which expreflion the mind of 
the reader is elevated to the contemplation of the pureft intd- 
ledual blifs. Bankistbr. 

Ver. 638. fecure 

Qffurfat^'] In P. Fletcher's defcription of heaven, 
there is the fame thought, Purp. Ijl. C. vi. ft, 35. 

" StDceU without furfct^ fulneffe without fparii^.** Todd, 

Ver. 641 . rtfoidng m tktirjoy.] What an idea 

of the Divine Goodnefs, whofe pcrfed happtnefs feems to receive 
an addition from that of his creatures! Richardson. 

Ver. 642. ambrqfial night] So Homer ci^lls the 

night anibrqfial^ 'AyX^im im »Mr«, Iliad, ii. 57 ; aod fteep for the 
fame reafon ambrqfial^ vec 19, becaufe it refreih^ and ftreogthens 
as much as food, as much as ambrofia. Nbwton* 

Ver. 643. From that Ugh mount qf God, &c.] See the 
thouglit iu thefe lines further opened and enlarged, B. vi. 4. 

OmBBawoosu 
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BOOK T4 PARADISE LOST. US, 

All but the unfleepiiig e^ of G6d to reft; 
Wide orer all the plain^ arid wider far 
Than all this globous earth in plain outl^nsadi 
(Such are the courts of God) the angelick 

throng, 690 

Diipers^d in bands and files^ their camp extend 
By living ilreams among the trees of life> 
Pavilions riumbcnrleis, and iiiddta rear*4 
Celeftial tabernacles, where they flept (Ss4 

Fann'd with cool winds; &ve tho&, who, in iheit 

coucfe, 
llelodious hymns about the ibvran throne 
Alternate aU night long: but not lb wak'd 
Satan; fo call him now, his former name 
Is. heard no more ia Heaven; he of the firfl^ 

Ver. £47. M but tke iB^fleq^ i^u qf God to rqfi ;] Sotim 
Plalmiil, Pfal. cxxi. 4. ** He that keq>eth Ifrael (halt neither 
ihimher nof ileep;*' The author had likewife Homer in mind, 
Iliad, u. 1. 

"A^Jm ftif fm BioC 

SUW wmwxiit* hUf mt^xi^ ijAip^ ftn^. Newtoit. 

Ver, 6B6. The MuJfes thus fing around the throne of Joye, as 
Mr, StilHngfleet remarks, in Hefiod, Theog. v. 3$. See alfo II 
Tanf. V. 47, Bat fee more particularly the laft Olympick Ode of 
Pindar. Todd. 

Yer. 657. Alternate] See the Latin expreffion, AdSayOlim^ 
ver. 4. But Milton perhaps had here in mind die choral fervice in 
cathedrals, when they fing by altertu. Alternate, like the Italian 
verb, altemare^ See Delia Crufca, See alfo Card. Bona de 
Liturgia, p. 333. '^ Cantum verd aUemum fcribit Socrates, lib* 6, 
cap. 8, ^ S« Ignatio Epifcopo Antiocheno in Ecciefiam introdudiim 
fuifle, o(lens& ti. c<diiu$angdwim vifione, qui hymncn altered at* 
iertm SonSiffimae Trinitati concinebant.** Todp. 
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sr36^ . PARADISE LOST. Hook v.; 

If not the firft Arch-Angel, great in power, 650. 
In favour and pre-eminence, yet fraught 
With qnvy againfl; the Son of God^j^ thait day 
Honour d by his great Father, and proclaimed ' 
Mefliah King anointed, could not bear 664 

Through pride that light, and thought himfdf 

impaired 
Deep malice thence conceiving and difdain, . 
Soon as midnight brought on the duiky hour 
Friend&eft to jdeep and filence, he reiblv d 
With all his legions to diflodge, and leave 
Unworlhipt, unobeyed, the throne iiiprem^ fw> 
Contemptuous; and his next iiibordinate 
Awakening, thus to him in lecret ipake. 
Sleep'ft thou. Companion dear? What Heep 
can clofe 
Thy eye-lids ? and remember ft what decree 
Of yefterday, fo late hath pafs'd the lips 675 

Ver. 671. his next fubordmate] Beelzebub, who if 

always reprefented fecond to Satan. Satan addrefles him firft here, 
as he does likewife upon the burning lake, B. i. 84« Nhwtok* 

Ver. 67$. SUep'Ji thou^ Companion dearf] See the notes on 
our poet's In Q^inium Novembrisy ver. 92« '^ Dormisi, nate?^ 

Todd. 

Ver. 674. and remmbtr'fi] That is, « vdks 

thou remember'ft &c." It is jufl the fame manner of fpeakij^ as 
ip B. ii. 730* 

■ >■ « what fury, O Son, 

'< Pofleflbs thee to bend that mortal dart 
<« Againft thy Father's head ? and hmffi for wkom i" 
that is, ** at the fame time that thou know'fi for whom." 

NXVT0V% * 
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MOKV. PARADISE LOST. nj 

Of Heaven'sAlmighty. Thou tometEy thoughts ^ 

Waft wont, I mine to thee :vicas wont to ijij^rt; 
Both waking we were one; how then can now 
Thy fleep diflent? New laws thou feeft imposed;. 
New laws from him who reign3> new mmds may 
raiie Ceo 

In us who ferve, new counfels to debate 
What doubtful may eniiie: More in this place ^ 
To utter is not iafe. Aflemble thou 
Of all thoie myriads which we lead the chief; 
Tell them, that by command, ereyetdimnight685 
Her ihadowy cloud withdraws, I am to hafte, 
And all who under roe their banners wave, 
Homeward, withfl^ing march, where we poflefi 
The quarters of the north; there to prepare 

Ver. 684. Of all tkoje myriads which we lead the chief;] Dr.. 
Bentley reads chitfs; but Milton fpeaks after the fame manner, 
as here, in B. ii. 46p. ** Others among the chief.'* And in both ^ 

places the chirf figni6es the fame as the chiefs^ only this is a fub- 
ftantive, and that is an adjedive, agreeing with the word angels ixk 
the conftrudion." Pkarce. 

Ver. 685. Tell them^ that by command^ &c.] He begins his 
revolt with a lie. So well doth Milton preferve the charader 
given of him in Scripture, John viii. 44. ** The Devil is a liar> 
and the father of lies." Newtok. 

Ver. 689. The quarters of the north;"} See Sannazarius Da 
tartu VirginiSf lib. iii. 40. 

** Vos, quum omne arderet ceelum fervilibus armis, 

** ArAoiimqae furor pertenderet impius axem 

** Scandere, et in gelidos regnum transferre Triones» ' 

** Pida manus, mteum manliftis." 
There are other paflages in the fame poem, of .which Milton has 
A«de ufe.- JoaTiK. 
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lit eaterteinmeiit to receive our Kii^ ditt 
The great Meffiafa^ and his new cbxamamdM, 



Some have tbonght that Miltan intended^ but I dare fay be ; 
above mtetxding here, a refle^oo upon Scotland; tbou^, being 
hittrelf an Indepeodant, be had no grtat aflEbdion for the Seotdi 
Preibyterians. He had the authority, we fee, of Saonaaarius for 
fixing Satan's Rebellion in the quarter* of the north; and he had 
much better authority, the fame that Sannasarius had, that of the 
Prephet* whofe words, though applied to the king of Babyl<»i, yet 
alluded to this rebellion of Satan, J/oioAxiv. 12. ^^ How art thoil 
ialleq from Heaven, O Lucifer, fon ot the.morning!-*For thoa 
haft Yaid in thine heart, I will afcend into Heaven, I will exak my 
tbroqe above the ftars of God, I will fit alfo upon the moimt of 
the congregation in thejide* of the north/' St. Auftin fays, that 
the Devil and his Angels, being averfe from the light and fervour 
of charity^ grew torpid as it vrere with an icy hardnefs; and are 
t^ref(N», by a ^re^ placed m the north. See his JBp^, od. 
fed. 55. And Shakfpeare calls Satan '< the monench^ the morth/* 
I. Hen* vi. A. v« S. iii« I have feen too a Latin poem by Odoricus 
Valmarana, printed at Vienna in l627,. and entitled *' Dsmono- 
nachis, five De Bello IntelJigcntiarum foper Divini Verbi Incar- 
liatibne/' This poem is longer than the Iliad, for it confifts of 
Cve and twenty books; but it equals the Iliad in nothing but in 
length; for the poetry is very indifierent. However, in fome par- 
Ikalars, the plan of this poem is very like ParatUfe Lc^. It opens 
with the eicaltation of the Son of dod; and thereupon Lucifer 
Tevohs; and drai^ a tlnrd part of the Ai^^ after him idto the 
fuartere of the north ; 

, " pars tertia Isvam 

** Hoc duce perfequitur, gelid6que aquilone locatur.*^ 
U is more probable thai Milton had feen this poem than fome 
others, from which he is charged with borrowing largely. He was 
indeed an univerlal feholar, and read all forts of authors; and 
took hints from the modems as well as the ancients. He was a 
great genius, but a great genius formed by reading; and, as it was 
fidd of Virgil, he coUeded gold out of the dung of other authors* 

Nbwtoh. 

The commentators b^ve not obfenred» that there is fiill another 
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Who fpeedil^ through aB the )»e Arohies 
Intends to pais triumph^t^ klA give lawi. 

So fpAe the lalii^ Arbh^Atig^l/and idfts^d 
Bad ififlaence intothe^iaffi-w^ ^ -1^ 

Ofhisiflfechite? Heiogefliefdafii^; • 
Or ier^fi^ <m* by on«, the regcrif Pttwtftt, 
Under liitii Ragout *^ t«i]s> d& h« Wii« tatii^i ^ 
That theMoftHigh commanding, now ere night. 
Now ere dim night bad difincumhar*d Heaven, 
The great hierarchal fiandard was to mote; 701 
Tells the iuggefted ca»fe, and caib between 

poem wliich Milton feems lo have copied, ** V Angeleida dl 
Srafiao di Valvafone/* printed tft Venice in 1590, deforibrng the 
iMrt^ of dve Angeh againft Lucifer, I beg Imvc to add^ that 
Mikon feems aKb to have attended to a poem of Taffo, not much 
no^ced, on the Creation, '^ LeSette Giomate del Mondo Creato,** 
jn 1607. Jos.Wartoit. 

• This poem of Tafib, as I have already obferved, is in blank 
-verle* The mtafttrt- therefore, as well as the/tr^f^, would par* 
iicnlarly intereil Milton. There is another poem, ftill lefs noticed, 
iDtD which ^o Milton might have looked, ^ Delia Greatione del 
Mondo, Poema Saero, del Si^. Gafparo Murtoh, Oiomi fette, 
-Canti fedici,?' printed at Venice in I6O8; fte printer 6f which 
informs the reader, that this work had be^n expe^ed by the 
'kamed with nvoch impatience. The pbenis of Dm Bartoi arid 
Tiffi on the fimie fubjed are noticed in the ihme prelirainary 
flddrofe. The war of the Angels^ is briefly related in the firft canto. 
Of thefe feveral poems, mentioned in this and the two precedinj^ 
samal*ki, fee a more extenSve notice in the inquiry into the 
of teradUb Loft iu the prefent edition.. Todd. 

: Ver. 702k TdUtktfuggefitdcairft^] The caufe that Satan 
kad foggefted, namely, to prepare entertainment for their nisw 
fciag) and receive his laws: And cafts between cmb^ous uvrdk^ 
imitated from Virgil, JEn. ii. 93. 
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Ambigudlis words and jealoufies^ to fovtnd 

Or tainUintegrity: But all obeyed 

The wonted fignal, and iuperiour vdice 705 

Of their great Potentate; for great indeed 

His name, and high was his degree in Heavcni 

His countenance as the moming-ftar that guides 

The Aarry flocks allurd them^ and with lies 



<i 



hinc ^tgere voces 



** In valgum ^uMguas." Nswton. 

Yen 708. His countenance, as the mormng-fitur &c.] This 
fimilitade is not fo new as poetical. Virgil, in like manner, com- 
pares the beantiful young Pallas to the morning-flar, £n. viii. 5%% 
ice. Bot tl^ere is a much greater propriety in Milton's comparing 
Satan to the moming-Aftr, as he is often fpoken of under the name 
of Luetferj as well as denominated Luctfer, f on of the mommg. 

Newtoh. 

. Ven 709. and with &* &c.] Dr.Bentlcy 

by» that the author gave it « and his lies &c." but by the ex- 
preffion his countenance is meant he himfdf, a part being put for 
the whole, as in B. ii. 683, we have/row^ put for the whole perfon: 
It is very frequent in Scripture to ufe the word face or cotaUenmcc 
in this fenfe: as in Luke ix. 53, we read of our Saviour, that the 
** Samaritans did not receive him, becaufe his face was as though he 
(Greek, it) would go to Jerufakmr See alfo Leoit. rix. 32. But 
if this will not be allowed to. be Milton's meaning, 3*et it nuty be 
fiud that Satan's countenance, fedudng his followers by difgoifiog 
tl^e foul intentions of his heart, may be very properly faid to 
JUwu with Ues» We read in Cicero's Epiftles to his hrmher, 
**fron$i ocuU, vultus ^ler/Sqw mentiuntur^' Ub. !• Ep. 1. C. 5. 

Pba&cb. 
Here is a palpable elleipfis of the pronoun he. Dr. Bendey*» 
objedion needs no anfwer. That of Dr. Pearce is not peculiarly 
fittisfa^loiy. Nothing is more common with Milton than fwh 
dleipfes. Duvstee. 
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Dfefiraflethim tiie thirdpartof Heaven^shdft ;i6 
Meto while the Eternal eye, whofe fight difcems 
Abiira^ thoughts^ from forth his holj mounts 

Yen 719; Drcn after Him tie third part <f JSeavcn'i Ao/t.] Secf 
ll«r. xii. 3} 4.- Njswton* 

Ver. 7U« MaprwUk Me Eternal eyr , &p.] -Milton frequeotly 
takes a liberty, allowaUe in a poet; of expreffing only fome part 
dr ^ualky of a perftn^ when he means the perfon himfelf^ aiid 
goes on to fay 'things which (properly fpeaking) are ap^licabl^ 
only to the perfon himfelf. And Milton had good authority for 
doing fo; in Pfid, liv^ 7, the eife is made a p^on^ '^ mine rjfeJhaU 
fit kit de/ire vpon mint enemies:** fo, in Mat, xit, 15, the eye is 
put for the whole man/ ** U tMne eye evily becaufe I am goodf* 
See alfo Frw^ xxx. VJ. Pbarcs. 

^ His countenance allu/d, and with lies drew after him SfC. 
The Eternal eye faw ^« and fmiHng faid'^-^ive great ofience to 
Dr. Bentley ; and Dr. Pearce (ays, hit eountenance and the Eternal 
eye are the part for the whole or the perfon. But a very learned 
and ingenioQs friend queilions, whether they 4tre not here ufed 
equivocally, and to be conftrued either as one or the other, ac- 
cording as the fenfe requires. It b Satan's countenance Uiat 
allures them like the morning'ftar, but it is Satan himielf that 
draws them after him with lies; fo the Eternal eye fees^ but tho 
JmiUng /aid rauft relate to the Eternal himfelf. Sp^nfer has a 
ftronger inilance of the impropriety here taken notice of by the 
frriticks; and it is repeated, as here in Milton, in his Epithatamion: 
** Her long loofe yellow locks^ lykc golden Wyre, 
'' Sprinckled with perle, and perling flowres atweene, 
** Doe iyke a golden mantle her attyre : 
*< And, being crowned with a girland greene, 
*^ Seem Iyke fome mayden queene* 
^ Her modejt eyes, abalhed to behold 
** So many gasers as on her do ftare, 
" Upon the lowly ground t^xed are-, 
*^ Ne dare lift up her countenance too bold, 
'< But 6^ #0 ilfore her prayfes fung fo loud, 
" Sofarre from being prtmd.'* NawTOW. 
:v^t. tiu ' R 
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Ai^(l;frQm within the gfMQU i»mpfl tb«i^ l>iini 
Nightly befpre him, fiiw without their light 
Hebellion rifing; faw in whoip, how fjireftd ft* 
Among the fons of morn, what multitudes 
Were banded to oppoie his high decree; . 
And^ fmiling, to his only Son thus laid. 

Son, thou in whom my glory I behold 
In full refplendence* Heir of all my loighf^ 720 
Nearly it now concerns us to be fure 

Ver. 713. And from within ike golehk lan^} Alluding tp tbe 
lamps before the throne of God, wh\ch St. John faw io his vifioQ, 
Rev. iv. 5. " And there were feyen Upips of fire burni^ befors 
the throne." Newton, 

Ver. 716L . 4mpng the fptl^ of oornf] So. ha ciUls the Ang^l^ 
b hi$ Hjfmn (m Vi^ Naiisfityf (1. 3^i^ And thue Craflv^Wi, ia hj^ 
Sfiu;re4J'oenu, \6^f p. «4. 

-^ — rr-" TW3 daijy ym^ 
" Silenc*i the manmg':fonh wi dfim^'t th^ij: fong.** 
The ext>reiIion is Htcrelly from Ifaiahf xiv, Ifl. ^^ How art thoa 
fellen from keaven^ O Lucifer, Jhm of tkenwrningY' Todb. 

Ver. 718. And, fmiling, &c,]' P/almn. 1, &c. ^ Why do 
the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?— againft 
the Lordf and againft his Anointed— He, that fitteth in the 
Heavens, (hall laugh; the Lord ihall have (hem in derifion!^ It 
appears that Milton had this paflhge in view» by his making the 
Son allude lb plainly to it in his aufWer: 

" Mighty Father, thou thy foes 

" Juftly haft in derifton, and, fecurc, 

^^ Laugh'ft at their vain deAgns, &c. Newtoi^. 

Ver. 719- •» vihom ni^ glory I behold 

In full refpt€H4e»(;e^ Hj^ ^if fl^niji fnighij <* For 
be is the brightnef^ of his Father's gl^y, mul appji>ip»Mi Heir of 
all things.*' t^awTOiN. 

Ver. 721 . Necarfy it note coneemf m to hejkrt 

Of our Omnipotence^l 1*^^ ira'^y ^ ^^ pfc ft g»j| 
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Of our Ommpotenoe^ mA with what arms 
We mean to hold whtt anciently we claio) 
Ofdeity or cimpire: Stich a foe 
Is riJbig^whhinteikd^ tiered hb t» 

JEqual to ours, throughout the^cious nortbi 
Koarib doiiteA^ ha^ in his thought to try 
In battle^ ^frttat €fiir piower ia^ or our right. 
Let us advifi;^ and to this hazJtad draw 
With^^eed what fcffoe is left, tod dU etnploy >80 
In our defehoe; loft uqawares w6lo&; 
This our high place, our ian6tuary, our hill. 

To whom the Son with calm ^ffiA and cle^, 
lightning dirine, inefiable, ferene^ 
Made anlwer. Mighty Father, thou thy foes 735 
Jufily haftin derifion, and, iecur^ 
Laugh*ft at their vain defigns and tumults yain^ 
Matter to me of glory, whom their hate 
lUuftrates, when they fee all regal power 
Giyen me to quell their pride, and in event 740 

noticed by Peck» in his Memoirs of Milton, p. 126. It may be 
alfo referred to ver. 7d7» a^ peculiarly illufbifttire. DyvsTsa. 

Ver. 734. JUgktumg drvuUf] .If Lightiimg m a participle, iht 
ad|]e<tiT^ dime is to be taken adverbially, as if he had faid JUgU' 
ntng dhifu^: but it is mtber a fubjftantive, and iu Scripture the 
Angel's countenance is faid' to have been like lightning, Dan. x. 6. 
Mat xxviiL 3. Kewtok. 

But fee P. Cletcher^s Purp. J/L l63d, C. xii. ft. 7ft, where the 
Son of God is defcribed: 

" Upon his Ugkinmg hrom Love proudly fitting 
'* Flames out in power, ihines out in majelUe/' 
Perhaps Ughtning is aUb a participle in Milton. Todp. 
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Know whether I be dextrous to fubdu^ . . 
Thy rebels^ or be found the^worii: in Heaiesen. 

So i^ake the Son; but Satan, with his Powers 
Far waii advanced on winged ipeed; an bofl: . 
Inaumerable as the fiars of night, 74s 

Or flars of morning, dew^^drops, which the liin 
Impearls on eveiy leaf and eveiy £awen 
R^ions th^ey pa(6'd;the mighty regeiuiies ; 
Of Seraphim, and Potentates, and Thrones^' 
In their triple degrees; r^oas to which 790 

' ' Ver. 746;- Orjtars of mommg^ dew-drops, tMek ikejm 

Impfarb. cm epery k^ (fid, €c6y Jhwer,'] lima- 
merable^iis the ilan, i« an old fimik; but this of the ftais of 
morning, dao-dropM^ feems as new as it is beautiful: And the 
fun impearli them, turns ifaem by (is reSeded beams to. feemhig 
p^s ; ,as the mora was faid before to fow the earth tajXk ariaU 
pearl, ver. 2. Nbwtok, * 

The de^-drops are called pearly grmn^ v. iSO. And in Spenfer, 

the fun IS defcribed, Facr. Qif. iv. v. 45, 

^' With pearly dew fprinkling the morning gra£fe.^ ^ 

Compare alfo Sylvefter's Du Barta$^ ed. l621, p. 70. 
*^ To walk the mountains, or the ^owry meads 
*' ImpearVd with lean, which fweet Aurora Iheads." 

Aad fee the noseaf on ver. 2* Todd. . 

* Ver. 750. In their triple degrees;] This notion of fHplt$ m 
all the economy of Angels, is Aarted by Taffo, C. xviii. ft. 9&. 

<< Tre foTte fquadre, et ognifqiiadra inftrntta 

^' Til Ire ordini gira, e fi dilata:** 
and by Spenfbr, Faer. Qu. i. xii. 3^, . 

*' Like as it had been many an Aiigel's voi<;a 

** Singing before the eternall Majefty^ 

*^ In their irinal tripUptiei on high." 
The fancy was borrowed from the Schoolmen. BxifTlBr* 
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All thy dominion, Adam, is no more 
TbGan what this g^en is to all the earth. 
And all the iea, from one entire glohofe 
Stretched into longitude; which haiving pafi'd, - 
At length mto the limits of the n<Hth 755 

They came; and Satan to his royal ieat 
High on a hill, &r blazing, as a mount 
Raised on a mount, with pjrramids and towers 
From diamond quarrieshewn, and rocks of gold; 
The palace of great Lucifer, (fb call 7^0 

That ftru/fture in the dialed of men 
Interpreted,) which not long after, he 
Affeding all equality with God, 
In imitation of that mount whereon 
Meffiah was declared in iight of Heaven, 7G9 
The Mountain of the Congregation calTd; 
For thither he afl^mbled all his train. 

This &iicy feemt to have foond many admirers and expofitors 
in our old . poets. Drayton, in his PoeiMy l5S7» p. 486; Ben 
Jonfon, in his Elegie <m the Lady Anne Pawlet; and Drommondy 
in hi» Uawari of 'Sum ; give elaborate defcriptions of this fcho- 
laftick diviiion of the angelick Orders. Milton, with fuperiour 
jodgment, comprefles the chief of thefe magoifick titles into one 
noble line ; ' 

'* Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Powers l"^. 
The inqoifitive reader may find the names of the Princes of the 
nine orders of Angels, in Legh*s itfcceetou of ^rmone, 1576, fol« 
115, b. Todd. 

Ver. 760. The palace qf greaiLuc^er^'] See the notes on 
Milton's Eleg. iii. 49* Todd. 

Ver. 766. The Mountain of the CongfTeg^tion] Iftiah xiv. 
13. *< I will fit alfo upon the momt cf the coagregatimf m ih» 
Um oS the north/' Nbwtov. 
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Pretending fb commanded ta e^nitilt 
About the gfeat reception of thjeir King, 
Thither to come, and with calumnious art fTO 
Of counterfeited truth thus held their ears. 
Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms^ Virtues,- 
Powers; 
If thefe magnifick titles yet remain 
Not merely titular, fincte by decree 
Another now hath to himlelf engrofs^d yy* 
All power, and us eclips*d urtder the name 
Of King anointed; for whom all this hafle 
Of midnightHOiarch, and hurried meeting her^ 
This only to coniiilt how we niiay b^ 
With what may be devis'd of honours iiew/;i» 
Receive him coming to receive from tis 
Knee-tribute yet unpaid, prolferation vile ! 
Too much to one I but double how endur'd^ 
To one, and to his image now proclaimed ? 
But what if better counfels might ereft 785 
Our minds, and teach us to call ofTthis yoke? 
Will ye iubmit your necks, and choofe to bend 
The lupple knee ? Ye will not, if I truft 
To know ye right, or if ye know your^lves 
Natives and ions of Heaven pofle&*d before 790 

Ver. 779* Knee-tribute] So ^hakfpeare, K. Rich. IL A. 1. 
S. iv. 

" And had the tribute of his fupple knee.'* 
And Milton again, v. 787- 

'* Will ye fubnnit your necks, and* choofe to bend 

^ The Jkpide kmr' Topd. 

VjW, 790. . Nattvet and fans o/Heceveh pojrfl^d before 

Bj/ ngne ;] Dr* Beiifley's falfe pointing of this pfti^ 
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By none; andlf^ hot ^ual all, yet fteifr. 
Equally free; for orflersand degrees 
Jar not with liberty, but well confift. 
Who can in reafon then, or right, dffume 
Monatthy over fiich as lire by right 795 

His equals, if iri power and ^lendour lefs, 
In freedom equal ? or can introduce 
Law and edid on us» who without law 

jage has led others to miftake the Tenfe of it, as M'ell as himfelf. 
He refers the word poje/s'd to natives and/oris^ but fliould it hot 
rather h6 referred to Heaven^ the word immediately preceding, 
there beitfg no comma between them in Milton's own editions, as 
there Is in Dr. Bentley's } And ii not tKe paflage to be underAood 
(hus, that No one poje/s'd Heaven before them^ they were a fort of 
Aborigines ? which notion Satan explains more at large in his 
following fpeechy ver. 859. 

<« We know no time when we were not as now ; 

** Know none before us, felf-begot, felf-rais'd 

«« By our own quickening power, when fatal courfe 

*< Had circled his full orb, the birth mature 

" Of this our native Heaven, ethereal fons." NzwTOir. 

Ver, 791. tfwt eqmd idl, net free, 

Equally fi^e; for orders and degrees 
Jarnot with liberty, &c.] Let thofe, who talk of 
abfolute equality, . remember thefe words of one, whom they 
tooft allow to- have been a lover of freedom* Jos. Wartov. 

Ver. 792. f or orders and degrees 

Jar iiot with liberty^ &c.] Jar, a metaphor taken from 
inuiick, to which both the philofophers and poets have always 
iovbd to compare government. S6 Shakfpeare, Hen. V. 

" For government, though high, and low, and lower^ 
*^ Put into parts, doth keep in one concent; 
'^ Congruing in a full and natural clofe, 
"•* Dke mufick.** Newton. 
Ver. 798. Jjob md ediS on itf ;] So accented by Shakfpeare, 
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Errnot? muchle&forthisrtobeoivLordy 
And look for adoration^ to the abuie am 



<a8 by way of our old po^) Lw^s l/A. I^^ A. i. 8. L 
<< Our late tdiiBt Atll ilnmgly ftand in force/' ToBO. 

Vfcr. 799. «ttc* k/i/o'" *A" *« *« <w i^^' J Tto 

paflage feems to be as inexplicable almoft as any in Milton. Dr, 
Bentley'thinks it hard to find what/or thk relates to ; and there* 
fore xe^<i%fcinikjmk^ or if we ha«e no regard to the likenoft of 
the letters, afyirt^ frtfume^ or otlier fuch word. Then the feries 
(he fays) will be this, Who can introduce law cmd edi& omvif 
nrnch Itfs can h^forfthmfc, take it in his fcheme or view, to ke^ 
come our Jjord and mafter. Dr. Pearce fays, that the fenteoce is 
elliptical, ^nd may be fupplied thus, mwh left can he for tUt 
(viz. for our being le/s in power andfplendourt ver. 79^) in right 
lifluroe to be our Lord. ' Mr. Richardfon underHands it to be 
ipoken blafphen)ouily, and with contempt of the Mefliah. This 
another^ ver. 77^* This King anointed^ ver. 777* This^ rtm^ 
hie : poffibly (as Dr. Greenwood imagines) in allufion to that 
palfage, Luke xix. |4. 'O9 ^ix»fM» rSrw fimrtXivrm ip' ifibStt» 
*^ noluiQus hunc regnare fuper nos. JFe will not have this (man) 
to reign over tw.*' And then the fenfe will run after this manner, 
** Who am theft in ju^ice ajfume monarchy aver equals f or can 
introduce a law and ediSt vpon tw , who mthout law are infallible f 
much lefs can he introduce a kern and ediB for This (I do not fay 
what) to be our Lord and recdfoe adoration from us!' But then 
we nmft write This with a great letter, and we mud not continue 
tfie note of interrogation at the end of the fpeech, If we Ihould, 
I imagine we (hould be obliged to read mnch more inftead of miidl 
lefs. Dr. Warburton ftill underllands it otherwife. Who can in 
reafon aflume fqonarchy over thofe who are his equals ? and in* 
produce law ^nd edidl upon them» when they can cpndud their 
adions rig|it1y without law ? nmch lefs for this introdudion fif 
law and edi6l claim the right of dominion. For he thought the 
fivmg of pivil laws did not introduce dominion. His hf:ad was 
fall of the ancient legiflators, who gave laws to equals and ftran- 
l^rs, and did not pretend to the right pf difpenfing thcm| whicll 
|9 fjoininion, So he fays before. 
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Of thole imperial titles^ which a£ert 
Our being ordain!d to govern^ not to ferve. 
, . Thus j&r his bold difcoui^ without controul 
Had audience ; when among the Seraphim 
AbdieU dian whom none with more zeal ador'd 
The Deity, and divine commands obey d, 8o6 
Stood tip, and in a flame of zeal fevere 
The current of his fiiry thus opposed 

O argument blaiphemous, faife, and proud I 
Words which no ear ever to hear in Heaven sia 
Expeded, leaft of all from thee, Ingrate, 
In pkce thyielf fo high above thy peers.. 
Canii: thou with impious obloquy condemn 
The juft decree of God, pronounc d and fworn^ 
That to his only Son, by right endued sis 

With regal fcepter, every foul in Heaven 
Shall bend the knee, and in that honour due 
Confeis him rightful King ? unjufl^ thou iay*f^ 
Flatly unjuft, to bind with laws the free, 



** for orders and degrees 



" Jar ndt with liberty, &c." 
This is good fenfe, but flill the grammatical conflru<^ion is not 
eafy. I fuppofe it muft be thus, " much left for this (can he af- 
fumcy ven 794.) to be our Lord.'* Newton. 

Ver. 8O9. -* blafpb6mous,] He ufes this word 

again, with the accent 00 the fecond fyllable, in which, as dodor 
Kewton has obferved, he imitates Spcnfer, Faer» Qk. vi« xii. 34. ' 

'^And therein ihut up his htajphhnom tongue.'' 
This indeed was the ufual accent of the word by Milton's predo* 
ceflToun and contemporaries. Todd. 
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And equal over Equals to fet reign, «2d 

' One over all with Uniheoeed^ pow6r. 
Shalt thou give lai^r ^ God? ilialt thou difpute 
With him the points of Kberty, who made 
Irhee what thou ait, and fohn'd the Powets of 

Hfeaven ^Aft 

Such as he pleased, and circumfcrib*d their heing^ 
Yet, by experience taught, we know how good, 
And of our good and of otir dignity 
How provident he is ; how far from thought 
To make us left, bent rather to exalt 
Our happy ftate, under one head niore neat s^d 
United. But to grant it thee unjuft. 
That equal over equals monarch reign : 
Thyfelf, though great and glorious, dof? ihdt 

count. 
Or all angelick nature join'd in one, 
Equal to him begdtten Son ? by whom, 635 
As by his Word, the Mighty Father made 



Ver. 822. Shalt thou &c.] From Rom. ix. 20. « Wll6 l*t thoa 
that replicll againd God? Shall the thing formed fay to him tluit 
formed it, Why ha£b thou made me thus V* Gillies. 

Ver. 835. by whom. Sec.'] From Col, i. l6, 

17. " For by him icereail things created thttt ftr« In heaven, and 
that are in earth, vifible and invififole, whether they be Tkronei, 
or DominiimSf or PrindpalitieSf or Powers; all things were created 
by him and for him, and he h before all thhigs, and by him all 
things confift :" And the conclufion of this fpeech is ttk^n fnm 
the conclufion of P/alm ii. Nbwtok. 
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All things^ ev^en thee; dikd all the %>iiit8 of 

Heiaven 
By him created in their bright degrees, 
Cn)Wn\lthemw!thgloiy^dtotbeirglotyittm\l 
Thrones, Domination^ Frincedoms, Virtues, 

Powers, 94<l 

Bfiential Pbwers; nof bjhis Pagn obfcttr'd, * 
Bat more illoftrioiiis made; lince he the head 
One of our number thus reduced becomes; 
His laws our laws; all hcmour to him done 
Returns our own* Ceafe then this impious i^gd. 
And tempt not theiie; but baften to appeal Bit 
The incenfed Father, and the incenfed Son, 
While pardon may be found in time belbught 

So ipake the fervent Angel; but his zeal 
None l^conded^ as out of ieafbn judg*d^ sm 
Or Angular and raih : Whareat rgoic d 
The Apoftate, and, more haughty, thus replied. 
That we were form'd then iky il thou ? and the 

work 
Of fecondary hands, by tafk transferred 
From Father to his Son? ftran^e point and new! 
Doctrine which we would know whence leam'd: 

who iaw 856 

When this creation was ? remember*ft thou 

Ver. 848. While pardon may be foundf &c.] ^rom t/aiak 
Iv. 6. ** Seek ye the I^rd while he may be found.*' Gillies. 

Vcr, 856. — ; — uhofaw 

When this creation was f] . Like the fablitne qoeftlon 
in Jofr. Ck* xxxtKK 4, ** Where waft thou vben I laid the foun* 
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Thy maHr^ while the Maker gave thee being.?. 
We know no time when we were not as now; 
Know none before us, felf-b^ot, felf-rais*d sai 
By Qur own quickening power, when fatal .courfe 
Pad circled his fiillprb, the birth mature 
Of this our native Heaven, ethereal fons. 
Our puiflance is our own ; our own right hand 
Shall teach U3 higheft deeds, by proof ta try 865 
Who is our equ^: Then thou ihalt behold » 
Whether by lupplication we intend 
Addrels, and to begirt the almightjr throne 
Befeeching or beiieging. This report, 

dations of the earth V* Milton, perhaps with a fecond reference 
to this pafTage, obferves at ver. 250, B. viii. 
' ^^ For man to tell how human life began 
** Is hard ; for who himfelf beginning knew ^'* Topd. 

Ver. 8$l. — -— — when fatal conrie &c.] W© 

may obferve that our author makes Satan a fort of iatalift.. We 
Angels (fay^ he) were ^^ f elf -begot ^ felf-raisd by our own qukkpt'- 
mg power ^ whm the courfe qffate had completed Uefvil round and 
period ; then we were the birth mature^ the produ^ion in due fea- 
fon, of thii our Mtioe Heaven.*' No compliment to fatalifm la 
put it into the mouth of the Devil. Newton. 

Ver. 854. Our pmfanee ie our own ;] See Pfaim xii. 4* ** Our 
lips are our own : who is Lord over as ?*' Gillies. 

Ibid. — — ■ our own right hand 

ShaU teach us higheft deede^} From. J^iibi xlv, A. 
^* Thine pwn right hand (ball teach thee terrible things.** And 
Virgil, iCn. x. 773. 

*^ Dextra mihi Deus, et telum quod miifile libro.'^ 

BSNTLBT* 

Ver. 859* Befeeching or b^egingj] Thofe which are thought 
Che faults of Milton oiay be juHified by the authority of the beft 
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Thefe tidings caqgr^ to'the anointed King; $70 
And fly, «re ef^ intercept H%t flight 
L .Ife Add; and, as the lound (if waters deep, 
Hoarie murmur echo'd to his words applaufe 
Through the' infinite hoft ; nor rleft for that 
The flamiqg Seraph fearleis, though alone S7$ 
Encompais'd round with foes^ thus auiwerd 
:. hold; ^ : ^ 

.0 alienate &om God, O Spirit accurs'd, 
Foriakenof'all'good! I fee thy fell 
Determin'd^ and thy haplefs crew inhrolvd ' 
In this perfidious fraud, contagion fpread sec 
Both of thy crime and puhiflttnent : Henceforth 
No more be troubled how to quit the yoke 
Of Qod>s Jdefliah; thoiie indulgent laws 
Will not be now vouchlaf d ; other decrees 
Agsdnil thee are gone forth without recall; ess 
That golden fcepter, which thou didft rejed. 
Is now an iron rod to bruile and break - 



writers. This fort of jingle is like that in Terence, AndriOf A. i; 
S. ill. 13. 

'* * inceptio eft amentium^ haud amantium ;" 
and that in Shakfpeare, Hamlet^ A. i, 

'' A little more than kiiip and lefs than kind.*' Newtek* 

Ver/ S72. ■ as the found ofwaUvM deepy'] " The 

voipe of n great multitude" applauding, is, in like manner, com* 
pared to " the voice of many waters," Rev. xix. 6. Newtoh. 

. See atfo Homer, Il.iu209fS9^. StYLliko fleet. 

Ver. 836. That golden fcepter, which thou didfi refe/}. 

Is now an iron rod] The fame alludon, as in p. L. 
B. ii. 327, where fee the note! Todd. 
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Thy difoliedktice; Well thou didftadviie; 
Tet not for thy advice or threats^ I fly . 

. Thefe wicked tents devoted, Icfl: the wrath 890 
Impendent, raging into ihdden flames 
Diftinguifli not: For loon expert to feel 
His thunder on thy head, devouring fire. 
Then who created thee lamenting: learn. 
When who can uncreate thee thou fhalt know.sgs 

So ijpake the Seraph Abdiel, faithful found 
Among thi faitfalei^ faithful only he; 
Among innumerable &I&, unmoved, 
Unfliaken, unfeduc d, unterrified^ 

' Hifl loyalty he kept, hisjdve^ his zeal; goii 

Nor number, nor example, vrith lum wrou^t 
To fwenre from tratb» or change bis conftant 
mindf 



V«r. 800. Tkefe wiektd tents devoted, k^ the wrath Ac.} In 
alluAon probf^ibly to |he rebellion of Korah ice. Numb. Kvi. Sfi^ 
ivbcre Mofes exhorts the coDgregati9ii» faying, ^^ Depart ^ I prof 
i/ou, from the tents of thefe mcked mm, l^yeU camfinmed m off 
thdrfiM'^ But the conftroclioii without doubt is deficient. It 
may be fupplied (as Dr. Pearce fays) by underilanding but T fl$ 
before the word lefi. See the fame elliptical way of fpeaking ia 
B% ii. 483. But it would be plainer and eafier with Dr. Bentle/s 
alteration, if there was any authority for it ; 

<« Thefe wicked tente decatey but left the wrath &c." 

Mbwtok. 

Ibid. . ' • lej the wrath 

Impendent^ &c.} A learned friend poinfts out:th6 Pro- 
fMtheus Vina, of iEfcbylus, 1051—1053. Mr. StiUingflett makes 
the fame reference ; and adds, as a parallel to te/l tie wrath dif* 
tvigmjh not^ Horner^ lUad xt* IZl. Toiid. 
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Though ilngle. From amidfl them forth he 

Long way thifough hoftile icom, which he 

fuftain'd 
Superiour, nor of yiolence fear*d aught ; go5 
And, with retorted icorn, his back he tum*d 
On thofeproud towers to fwift deilrudion doomed. 

Vcr. 907- ' proud towers] Tis confeiTed, fays Dr. 

Bentley, that Satan's feat, whither he had a^mbled his legions, 
and where he made his fearch, was adorned with pyramids and 
towers; but becaufe Abdiel had, at a great didance from thofe 
toweri, ** long way paft through hoiliie fcorn/' and ^* deflrudion 
to the tawer^ is what to them is infenfible, I believe the author 
gave ity '^ on thofe proud troops;*' thofe troops that had fo /corned 
and infulted him. I differ from this reafoning. If a perfonifica- 
tion be here required^ towers may here mean thofe mighty and 
infulting fpirits, conformably to an interpreted perfonification in 
Ifinahf Ch. zxx. 25« ** In the day of the great flaughter, when 
the towers fall." However, we are not to forget the local de* 
fcription, juftified as it alfo is by paflages in other poets ; as in 
Seaumont and Fletcher's Qmeen of Corinth^ A. iv. S. iii. 

* < ihe will demolifh 

'* Each ftone of this proud tower.*' 
And in Sylvefter*s Pm Bart. P. ii. Day iii. Week iii, 

'* In thofe provJ towers!^ Todd. 



THE END OP THE FIFTH BOOK. 
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THfiARGDMENT. 

Raphael continues to relate fiaw Michael and Gabriel 
were fent forth to battle againjl Satan and his 
Angels. The firji fight de/cribed : Satan and his 
Powers retire under night : He calls a council; 
invents devili/h i^ines, which^ in thejecond dajfs 
fight ^ put Michael and his Angels to fime dif- 
order; but they at lengthy pulling up mountains, 
overwhelmed both the fierce and machines of Satan : 
Yet, the timult not fp ending, ^ God, on the third 
day, fends MsssiAk his fan, fhr whom he had re-- 
ferved the glory oftJtat viQory : He, in the power 
cfhis Father, coming to the place, and cau/ing all 
his legions tofiandfiill on either fide, with his 
chariot and thunder driving into the midfi of Ids 
enemies, purfues them unable to refift towards the 
wall of Heaven ; which opening, they leap dawn 
with horrour and coffufion into the place ofpumfh- 
ment prepared for them in the deep : Mbssiar 
returns with triumph to his Father. 
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All night the dreadlefs Angela unpivHdi^^ 
Throqgb Hfea?rettl9ri¥ide dhto^^ hekl.Jiitf 

M^y; tiUMprni 
W^^ ]»y tbeeiiN&igHmirs/w^ ro^famjl! 
Unbarr'd the gates of light There is ddmt 

Ver.4. Uobanr'd a« gates ^%A^0 The Hovmara feigwl, 
as ioGtor NewtoiLhas-obferved» in like manner to guard thegpiteA^ 
pf Heaven-, Homer, //. v. 749. But fee alfo Ariadti^i Con^nUM^ 
at the end of Tqfg'i Amihta Engif/ht, 4fo. l628. 

** And now the rofie meflenger of Day^ 

** Her purple doores wiarring, reftores fight 

'^ To the blinde world ; fannes the foft mifies away 

<< From deeping eyes, &c« 
And Fairfiuc's Taflb, B. i. & 71* 

<' Aurora bri^t her criftall go/ef imEiiy^iI.^ 
Mr. Bowie cites the following pa0age firom Efyhiofa^ €• ii» 
A. M« 

^ £1 'ftrellado cielo n^rto la pucrta 

** De muy poquita lu«/' 
In P, Fletcher*s pitrp. Ijland, l633, the fixth canto b^ns, 

** The houres had now mlocki the gate of day :*' 
The editor of the poem in 1783 has thus altered it, 

** The hours had now wJbwrfd the gotu of day.*^ TooP* 

82 



Digitized by 



Google 



200 PARADISE LOST. book n. 

Within the mount of God, faft by his throne, S 
Where light and darknefs in perpetual round 
Lodge and diflodge by turns, which makeft 

through Heaven 
Grateful viciffitude^ like day and night; 
Light ifliies forth, and at the other door 
Obfequious darkneis enters, till hei: hour lo 
To vdl the Heaven, though dajduieis there might 

well 
Seem twilight here: And now went forth the 

Morn '-- 

Suchlas in higheft Heaven army'd in gold 
Empyreal; from before her vaiiiih*d Night, 
9nrt ttEtatBgiL with orient bdams ; when all the 
')'^plaii^^ • - 1 . * IS 

▼^. r . Loigi and iijlodgc by turm,'] the ' thou^t 6f ligbt 
aOaiA^tihefkhdging mid Jli/lodgiiig iy turns, tb6 One iffuing torthf 
and thie other filtering, is plainly h6rfo>ited from a fine ^Mflage t» 
Hefiod, Tkeog. 74«. * 

*AAAj|A«tf #^fftT«v« «/*f</d«/Mf«i fbi^ff* IfiAv ' 

Ver. 14# ! »■■ ■ ■' ■ ■ vani(h*d f^^^^i^ I" fo™? editions 
it is very abfurdiy printed, **vanqui/h*d Night." Nbwtoh. 

Ver. 15. Shot through &c.] The quaint conceit of .Dnj^^ 
being Jhot throvghf is much below the ufoal dignity, of Milton's 
defcriptions. The Italian poet^, even the very beft of them> are 
fond of fucfi .boyi(h finicies, and there is no doubt but we are 
obli^ to them for this. So Marino, fpeaking of Nighty Ad^it, 
C.y. a. ISO. 

. '< ^ di tirt^bfe arm€ta Mccift il giomo.'* 
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Coirer d with thick embattled fquadrons bright. 
Chariots^ and ^ming arms^ and fiery fteeds^ 
Reflef9ing blaze on blaze, firft met his view : 
War he percdv d, war in procinft ; and found 

Botb, io my opinion, very puerile. Thter* 

Mr. Sewardy the learned editor of Beaumont and Fletcher, con* 
lends, that no ezpreffion can be better fuited/to the nature of the 
thing: The rays of light do literally ^oo^ through the darknefs. 
The expreffien, 1 may add, is not only juHf but highly poetical ; 
and obtains in various languages. Thus, in the oinety-firft 
Ffaim^ '^ the arnw that flieth by day,*' is the power of the fun- 
beams i a phrafe employed by I^ipntiusy i. 148. 

^ Non radii folis, Deque laCidfk tela diei.** 
And thus Ariofio, as A^r. Bowie alfoobfenres, Orl, Fur. C. xxvaii/ 
ft. 65. 

** Saettb il fol dair oriconte i raggi :*' 
And Antonio Brum, Le Tre GroHe^ p. W9. 

** Da mattutini, e tremoli fplendori 

** Giayo^^n^c, elaceralaiio^^ff.'* 
See more inftances in the note on Somut ▼• yer. 3. Compare alfo 
P. L. B. iv, 244, &c. Todd. 

Ver. 18. R^eSiug blaze on blaxe,2 In Homer, the fplendour 
of arms and fhields is likened to blazing flames. But it is proba- 
ble, that Milton had in view a very magnificent defcription of 
this kind in i Maccabees^ vi. 39. <' Now when the Am fhone 
tpon the fliidds of gold and brafs, the mountains giiftered there- 
with, and flunf d like lamps of fire.'' To dp« 

Ver, 19. War in procind;] The Roman foldiers were faid to 
fland in proein&Uf when ready to give the onfet. Hums. 

As if you ihould fay rtaiy-'girded ; in allufion to the ancients, 
who, juft before the battle, ufed to gird their garments clofe to 
them, which, on otl^r occafionsj they wore very loofe. See 
Ftjtui. RicvAitosoir. 



Digitized by 



Google — 



SM PARADISE. LOST. book vi. 

Already known what he for news had thought 
1*0 have rcjported : Gladly then he mix'd 21 
Among thole friendly Powers, who him recm¥*d 
With joy and acclamations loud, that on^ 
That of fo many myriads fallen^ yet one 
Returned not loft. On to the lacred hill 35 
They led him high applauded^ andprefent 
Before the feat iiipreme; from whence a voic^ 
From midft a golden doud, thus mild was heard 
Servant of God, well done ; well haft thou 
fought 
The better fight> who fingle haft maintained so 
Againft revolted multitudes the caufe 
Of truth, in word mistier than they in arms ; 
And for the teftimony of truth haft borne 
Univerfai reproach, far worfe to bear 

Ver. 29. Serpant ofGod^ &c.] So the name of Abdid figai- 
fies in Hebrew* Nevtov. 

Tbe poet had here alfo ia recolleAiont MfUU xjty^ 21* Ami. L 
1, andiTtm^yi. 11. D|7nster« 

Ver. 30. TJu betttrjigiti} From i Tim. vi. 12. •* Fighi the 
good light." Gillies. 

Ver. 54u Vnioerfid rq^roachj far worfe to hear 

TkoM viofncf ;] This fentiment is very jaA» and 
not unlike what Floras fays, in his charadter of Tarqoin the 
])roud : ** In omnes fuperhia, qa« cradeiitate gravior eft bonis, 
graOatus,** lib* i. C. vii. So alfo Spenfer, Faer. Qu. iv« iv, 4* 
** For eviU deeds may better than bad words be bore.'* 

Thtee. 

Beaumont and fletcher cspreft th£ tgmn ftmtimeni very wdU 
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Than violence; ^ ttds wa^ all thy care 35 
Toiianda^prdv d in fight of Gbd^ though worlds 
Jvdjg'd the^ perverfe: The eaiier conqueft now 
Remains the^ aided b j this hoft of friends^ 
Back on thy foes more glorious to return, 99 
Than feom^d thou didft depart; and to fiibdue 
By ford^ who reaibn for their law refiife, 
Right reafbn for their law, and for their King 
Mefliah, who by right of merit reigns. 
Go, Michael, of celeiiial armies prince 
And thout in military pro weis next, 4s 

** A go«d man bean a contumely worfe 

** Than be would do an injury .*• Nevtov* 

Ver« 36. TQjtmd approo'd in Jighi of Ood,'] ix Tmu H. 15* 
^ Study to ibow thyfelf approved unto God."* GiLLits. 

Ver. 41. ■ tttSonfor tkeir A»,} AUuding la. tht 

wordA^H^ NswTOK. 

Yen 44. 60, Mich^ »f eel^ial armies prtneey} At tbis 
iwttte of the Angels is founded principally on Reo. xii. 7» 89 
f^.There was war in Heaven; Michael and his Ang^b fought 
againft the Dragon; luid the Dragon fought and bis Ang0ls,i and 
prevailed not, neither was their place found any more in Heaven ;^ 
Michael is rightly made by Milton the leader of the heavenly 
armies: And the name in Hebrew Ggnifies the pwver ofCrod^ But 
it may be cenfured perhaps as a piece of wrong condud in the 
poem» that the cammiffion here given is not executed: They are 
ordeced to dtive the ksM Angels out from ^God and bhfiy but this 
is. effected at laft by tbeMeffiah alone. Some reafons for it are 
affig&ed in the fpeech of God, y.S^O^ and in that of the Meffiafa, 
y. 601 in this book. Newtoit. 

This cireuniftance is, I believe* the roofV in^efenfible part of 
the whole poenu The commiflion is noC only given, but the 
oectttioQ of it is in a ceitain degree foreftowu. See* ver. 51, &c« 

. DvvflTBa. 
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Gabriels lead forth to battle theie mj fons 
Invincible; lead forth my armed Saints, 
By thouiancU and by millions, rang'd for fi^t^ 
Equal in niunber to that Godlefi crew 
Rebellious: Them with fire and hoftile arms m 
F^rleis aflault ; and, to the brow of Hearen 
Furiuingt drive them out from God and blifi. 
Into their place of puniihment, the ^ulf 
Of Tartarus, which ready opens wids 
His fieiy.CbaQS to receive their fall «s 

So ipake the Sovran Vqice^ and clouds bc^^ 
To darken all the hill, and fbfioke to roll 
In duiky wreaths, relu6):ant flames, the fign 

Ver. 55* His fiery Chaos] Chaos may mean anyplace of con- 
fulion; but if we take it ilri<^ly, Tartarus or Hell was built in 
Chaos, B. ii« 1002 ( and therefore that part of it, being ftored with 
£re, may not improperly be called Ajtety Chaos, Newton. 

Ver. 56p - — ■ ' and clouds began 

To darken all tht hill, and/moke to roU &c.] In this 
defcfiptioR the author manifeftly alludes to that of God defcend- 
ing upon Mount Sinai, Exod. xix. l6, &c. Nbwtok. 

Ver. 5%. \ — reludant^^^flwc*,] As flow, and unwilling 

to break forth. Virgil, Mn, y. 6%%. 

*' Stuppa vomeus fardum fpmum/' N^wtov. 

Do&or Newton was here little aware of Milton's dafCcd ufe of 
jtha word reh^anif and the peculiar force it gpves to this fuUimely 
poetical defpription. The learned Mitfcherlich, in his Ledionti 
in Caklllum, haying cited,, to fliow the clailick ufe of iH^ors 
when ufed de igncj the following paflage of Silius^ Italicus, 
<< in medio luSanies yvUx^eTe^Jlammie 



^* Ceffavere/'- 



perfedly well obferves, ^^ Flammns ludantes malim ibi de pr 
peQ4i impetu (ut hdantfSf vmti Vir^. Mn* U 63») interpretgri.** 
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Of wrath awak'd; nor with leis dread the loud 
JEthereal trumpet from on high 'gan blow: 60 
At which command the Powers militant, 
Thatilood for Heaven, in mighty quadrate jdm^d 
Of imion irreiiilihle, mov d on 
In filence Ihdr bright legions, to the found 
Of iniirumental harmony, that breath'd ^ 

Heroick ardour to adventurous deeds 
Under their God-like leaders, in the caujfe 
Of God and his Meffiah. On they move 
Indiflblubly firm; nor obvious hill, 

MUton no where in this poem, nor I believe on atty occafion, nfes 
reh&imt in its vernacular fenfe. Here reluQari h of more force 
than even ktBari. It implies the higheft degree of frorumpauk 
mpeiui^ and is fo dirediy contrary to dodor Newton's interpret 
tation, an idea that would have totally counteraded the efled of 
the defcription, that it pofitively comprehends the moft violent 
exertion of the £re to refift and break through the finoke, and 
clouds, and thick darknefs that envelope it. DvHSTia. 

Ver. ft). ^gan bhw:'] The omiflion 

here of the fign of the infinitive mood, is an ancient poetical 
licence; and is frequent in Chaucer. See alfo Par. Reg. B. iv. 410» 
P. Fletcher prefents us with a bold example of this licence, Purp^ 
Jfi. 16»^ C. is. ft. 38. 

" His glittering arms, drdl all with firie hearts, 
'* SetnCd bum in cfaafte defire, &c/* Todd. 

Ver. 64. InJOmce] In B. i. 56l, •'.They mov'd on mfienct 
to foft pipes/^ Where Hume obferves, that Homer thus marches 
iiis Grecians filent and fedate, I/, iii. 8. 

Oi f if Jr«p riy^ «. r. A. ToDD. 

Ver, 69. ' fwr oMous hUl^ 

Nor Jtraiienmg va/e, nor woo*!^ norftrtam^ dmde$ 
Tksir perfsB ranks sj This is evidently an imitation 
of Taflb, Gier. Lib, C. i. ft. 73. 
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Noiilraitenrag vale, nor wood, norffaream^diyidcs 
Their perfed ranks; for high above the gronndri 
Their march was, and the paflive air upbore 
Their ninkble tread ; as vrhen the total kind. 
Of birds, in orderly array on wing, 
Came finnmon'd over Eden to receive 75 

*' Non gran torrente, o monte alpeftrei o folta 

" StilvBy che M lor viaggio arreftar poira." 
So, in Ftdmus Troee, 4to. 1633, where Caflibehiinis defcribei l]» 
march of Cssfar: 

" nothing ilops hioii 

^ Rivers, nor rampires, woods, nor dangerous bogi.*^ 
See alfo Spenfer, f. Q. iv. vii. 22. Todd. 

• Vcr. 71. ■ ■ for Ugk above ike gfomd &c.]i 0«r 

tothor attributes the fane kind of motion to the Angels, as the 
ancients did to their gods; which was gliding through the air widi* 
but ever iooching the ground with their feet, or, as Milton elfis- 
where elegantly ezpnOes it (B. viii. 302,) fmooik^fiidmgf rnihmii 
jkp. And Homer, lUmi. v. 77^^ compares the motion of two 
goddefles to the flight of doves, as Milton here compajres the 
march of the Angels to the birds coming on the wing to Adam to 
receive their names. Nawtok. 

Ver. 73. as wieu tke fotdkmd ttc^] Homer Iiat 

iifed the fimtle of a flight of fowls twice in his lUai^ to expiefe the 
number and the motions, the order and the clamours, of an army. 
See 11, ii. 459f iii. 2* As Vir^l has done the lame number of times 
in his JEneidf \ii699f x. 264. But this fimile exceeds any of 
thofe; Firft, as it rifes fo naturally out of the fubjeA, and was a 
compariibn fo famiUar to Adam. Secondly, the Angels were 
marching through the air, and not on the ground, which gives it 
another propriety; and here I believe the poet intended the chief 
likenefs. Thirdly, the total kind of birds much more properly 
ezprelTes a prodigious number than any particular fpecies, or a 
colledion in any particular place. Thus Milton has raifed the 
image in proportion to his fubjed. See An ^fay ttpon MUtQKf$ 
JmitatioiiB of ihcjncientsj p. 9. N^irtoir. 
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Their names of thee; fo over many a traSt 

Of Heaven thie^ march'd^ and many a ptotince 

vvide, 
Tenfold the length of this terrene: At lafl. 
Far in the horizon to the north appeared 
From Ikirt to ikirt a fiery region, fbetch'd so 
In battailous uf^^, and nearer vievir 
BrifUed with uj|[>right Ixiams innumerable 
Of r^d ^ears, and helmets throng'd, and ih|elds 
Various^ with boafiful argument portray d» ' 

Ver. SI. — battailaus] A word of frequent occurrenciB in 
Spenfer. See Faer. Qu. u v. 2» ii. viL 37^ vi. ii. 33, &c, Todd. 

Ibid. ■■ and nearer view &c.] To the north ap- 

peared a fiery region, and nearer to the view app^re^ the banded 
Powers of Satan. It appeared a fiery region indifiindly at firft| 
but upon nearer view it proved to be Satan's rebel army. 

NxwTOir. 

Ver* S2. BriiUed &c.] The Latins exprefs this by the word 
lorrerf, taken from the bri^Ung on a wild boar's or other animal's 
back. Virgil, JEn. xi. 6O1. 

— • " turn late ferreus haftis 

« Horret agpr," 

M3ton has before in P. L. B. ii. 513, the expreffion of '' horrent 
arms.** Newtov. 

The Greeks exprefs it by ^fitrw. See Homer, lUad ziii. 339. 
And Lycophron, Cafand, v. 252, edit. Potter. BriftUng had 
been alfo thus ufed by Drayton, in hisPofyoJ6toii, l622. Song 
xxii. ^' The bridling pykes doe fliake." Pope copies Milton'* 
predfe exprefiion, i/iuMf xiii. 431. 

** All dreadful glar'd the iron face of war^ 

** BfiJiedwUkuprigkt/pears^thtLtfi^fh'dsihT:' Todd. 

Ver. 84. Various^ with boqffyl argument porirmf%'] Skieids 
tarUmi are varied with diverie fculptures and paintings; an elegant 
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The banded Powers of Satan hailing on 85 

With furious expedition; for they ween*d 
That felf-lame day, by fight or by furpriie^ 
To win the mount of God, and on his throne 
To fet the Envier of his ftate, the proud eg 

Ai|>irer; but their thoughts prov d fond and Tam 
In the mid way: Though firange to us it ieem'd 
At firil; that Angel ihould with Angel war» 
And in fierce hofting meet, who wont to meet 
So oil in feftivals of joy and love 
Unanimous, as fons of one great Sire, 95 

Latinifm. And the thought of attributing ,^/d!i varumt^ witk 
hoajiful argument portra^d, to the evil angels, feeilis to be takon 
from the Phmujpe of Euripides, where the heroes, who befi^ 
Thebes, are defcribed with the like boaftfol ihields, only the 
prophet Amphiaraus hath no fuch boaftful argument on his ihidd, 
but a ibield without argument, as became a modeft man, ver. 1118. 

Ver. 93. And in fierce boding meet,^ This word hofiing feemt 
to have been firft coined by our author. It is a very expreffive 
word, and plainly formed from the fubflantive hoft: And| if ever 
it is ri^t to make new words, it is when the occallon is fo new 
and extraordinary. Newton. 

The word hojting was not coined by Milton. It was a common 
term in Ireland to denote the mufterwg of armed men. See the 
Lord Deputy's Letter to Secretary Coke, dated Dublin, Jan. 31, 
l63d. ^* I fet you down thefe [Itfls of a)rmed men] only for a tafte, 
not as yet being able to recover the numbers, which are to be 
found by the Planters in the other Provinces of Leinfter and 
Munfier, nor yet of the Irifh hofimgs.'* Lord Strafforde's Letters, 
vol, i. 199, ^d. 1739- I^J*. Johnfon cites the fame word from 
Spcnfer's View of Ireland: ** Lords have had the leading of their 
own followers to the general io^gs^" Todd* 
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Hymnii^ die£terAal Entber: 3ut the&out 

Of battle now begaii^. and ruibing found 

Of'Oniet ended foon each milder thought 

High in the midfl, exalted as a God, 

The Apoilate in his fui}*bi:ight chariot iat> loe 

Idol of m^€^ divinei, enclos d 

With ^ming Cherubim, and golden ihields ; 

Then lighted from his gorgeous thronciK ^ now 

Twixt hofl and hofl but narrow ipaoe was lef^ 

A dreadful interval, and front to front los 

Treiented flood in terrible array 

Ver. 100. its fun-brigbt chariot] The **fm'9 

bright chariot'* is an expreffioD in Sylvefler's Du Bartas^ lOflf 
p. 13. But the compound epithet is Spenfer's, F. Q. i. v. 2. ** Ii| 
fim-hright anns, ftc." The epithet is alfo ufed by Greene and' 
Davies. Todd« « 

Ver. 101. lid of fMJ^ dktne,] This is the very fame with 
what Abdiel afterwards calls refembUmee of ike High^; bat how 
judiciouOy has Milton culled out the word idol^ which though it 
be in its original fignification the fame as refemblance, yet by its 
conunon application always in a bad fenfe ferved much better to 
expreb the prefent charader pf Satan! Thts&« 

I do' not agree with Mr. Thyer, that idol is always nled in a 
bad fenfe. Spenfer applies the word to qoeen £liiabeth» calling 
her the '< idok of h^ Maker's great magnificence/' Faer. Qv, 
ii. ii. 41. ToDD. 

Ver. 103. Thm lighted from hie gorgeom throme^'] Homer, 
JL iii. 29* 

A^M//|«x^»9rS»rf^^frii'2Ar»;^j»&(f. StillIN07L£ET. 

* Ver. 104. 'Twist hoft and hojt but narrow /pace was leftj] The 
fame circumllance Taflb has in his defcription of the decifive 
battle before the walls of Jenifalem, C. xx. ii. 31. 
" Decrefce in mezp il caropo.'' Thyb^. 
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Of hideovs length: Before the ckmdy vm. 
On the rot^h edge of battk ere it joined, 
Satan^ with vaft and hau^ty ftrides advanced. 
Came towering^ arm'd in adamant and gold; 1 16^ 
Ahdiel that fight endured not, where he ilood 
Among the mightie]^ bent <hi hi^ieft deeds. 
And thus his own undaunted heart explores. 
O Heaven! that fudi refemblanoe of the 
Highcft 

Ver. 110* i— ^ towering,] As lo Dante, Iffftm. C. xxxi. 45, 

« Tarrt^acan di raezza la perfona 

'< Gli orribili gigattii.*' 
Compare alfo Pulci, Morg. Magg, C. xiv. 30. This indeed is the 
copAant fimile of romance. See Bowie's Anotac. a' Quixote, prim, 
part. p. 144. See llkewife Pot. lojt^ B. i. 5dl« And my note on^' 
that paflage* Todd. 

Ver. 111. Ahiid thai fight endured not,] Vii^ Xn. ii. 407. 
<« Nod tuUc banc fpeciem iuriata mente CkonthuMJ' 

N£WTOK. 

Ver. 113. And thus his own undaunted heart explores.] Suck 
ibliloqiiies are not uncommon in the poets at the beginning and 
even in the midft of battles. Thus Hedor explores his own mag- 
nanimotts heart, before he engages with AchiUes> IL xxii. 96. ' 

'OxfimH /^ Sf« sSrv wfH U /MyMAjn^ SppAf. 
A foliloquy upon fuch an occafion, is oulj making the perfon 
think aloud. And, as it is obfei:ved by a very good judge in thefe 
matters, this uie of foliloquies by the epicii poets, who mig^t fo 
much more eafily than the draroatick defcribe the workii^ of 
the mind in narrative, feems to be much in favour of the latter 
in their ufe of them, however the modem criticks agree (as I 
think they generally do agree) in condemning them as unnatunl, 
though not only frequent, but generally the moil beautiful parts 
in the bed plays ancient and modern; and I believe very few, if 
pmj, have been written without th^m. Nswtov* 
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Should yet remain, where fidt^ and xdaHty 114 
Remain not: Wherefore ihould not ftpength and 

might 
There lail where virtue fails, or weakeft prove 
Where bolde;^ though to light unconqueirable^. 
His pui&nee, trufting in; the Ahiug^ty'» aid, 
I mean to trf, whofe rea&n I have tried m 
Unfound and falib; nor is it augbt but joft. 
That he, who in debate of truth hath won. 
Should win in anus, in both di:(|mtes alike 
Victor; thoc^ bmtilh that cont6ft and foul. 
When reafon hath to deal with force, yet lb la^ 
Moll realbn is that realbn overcome. 

So pondering, and Irom his armed peers 
Forth ftepping oppofite, half-way he met 
Hts daring foe, at this prevention more 
IncensVl, and thus lecurely him defied laa- 



Ver. 115. ■■ v>kere faith and r^ty] Theautlior 

(ftiys Dr. Beutley) would not have faid realty iuX reality^ at»d 
therefore the Dodor prefers frdltyy which is undoubtedly a proper 
word, but not neceiTary here. For realty feems not to mean ia 
tU«'|flace reality in oppofition to Jhow, hut loyalty; for the Italisii. 
didiobaries explain the adjedive reale by loyal. Befides, where, 
is the difference between /oiM axid/ealty or Jidelityf Pearcx. 

Ver. 119. trufiiHg in the Almighty's aid,) We 

may remark the piety of the good Angel ; and indeed without the 
divine aid and affiiiance be would have been by no means a match 
for fo fuperiour an Angel. Nxwtok. 

Ver, 127. So pondering^ &c.] Homer, K. iit.tl. 
tof ^ «i( £r ifinnf kfntpiX^i MitiA««« ~ 
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Fhmd, art thou met? thy hope was to have 
reached 
The bighth of thy aipiring unopposU 
The throne of God iuigiiardecl» and his fide 
Ahf^on*d, at the terrour of thy power 
Or potent tongue: Fool! not to ^ink how vain 
Agamft the Omnipotent to liie in arms ; is6 
Who out of ihudlefi: things could, without end. 
Have rais'd inceflant armies to defeat 
Thy folly; or with folitary hand 
Reaching beyond aU limit* at one Uow, i4o 
Unaided^ could have finiih'd thee, and whelmed 
Thy legions under darknefs; But thou ieefl 
All are not of thy train; there be, who &ith 
Prefer, and piety to God, though then 
To thee not vifible, when I alone i4s 

Secm'd in thy world erroneous to difient: 
From all: My fed thou feefl ; now learn too late 

Vcr.4S5.. FooH not to tMnk &c.] 1^ Waller, 

in hid Verfes,^ the taking ofSaUe^ 

" FooUt to provoke tbe fovereign of the feaf" 

And Virgily JEn. vu 690. And Homer frequently; Irom whon 

the itQi feem to have borrowed it. But Milton here particnkrijf 

imitates Taflb, C. iv. ft. £. 

'< Come Oa pur leggiera imprefa (M^oUo) 

*' II repugnare alia divina voglia &c.^- Newton. 

Ver. \9r. Who oiU ofJmaUeJt tkmgs kc] As was doM. to 
Pharaoh. SeeErod. viii. Oillibs. 

Ver. 139. vitk folitary hond] Uhjkglehaod. 

Nbwtos. 

Ver. 147* -^ my fed] The ufe of the word>i8 m 
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How fewfiHsedmes may kiiaw^ when tibett&iidt 

err. 
r Whom thegrandfoe,with icornfiileyeaikance. 
Thus aniwered. Ill for thee^ but in wiih'd hour 
Of my revwge» firfl: fought for, thou retum'tl i5i 
From flight, feditious Angd! to receive 
Thy merited reward, the firft zSky 
Of ^thiB right hand provok'd, fince firil that 

tongue, 
Iii%ji*d with contiadidion, durft qppofe 155 
A; third part of the Gods, in iynod met 
Their deities to aflert; who, while they feel - 

tUi pkce fenM a little forced and fingukr ; and 1 cannot lielp 
thinking but Milton brought it in, in order to fneer the Loyalifts 
of his time, who branded all Difienters, of whom he was one, 
witl^ the opprobrious name of Sedaries. This alfo accounts for the 
word few in the next line, inafmuch as it fuited Milton's particu- 
lar view, better to eflabiifh a general maxim, than to apply it 
merely to the Tingle cafe of Abdiel. Thyer. 

Yen 148. Hawjewfometime* mat^ knofwi] Thefe/ew here are 
ftill too many. To come up to the point he fhould have given it, 
and I fuppofe did give it, 

** How one fometimes may know when thoufands err ;*' 
as above, v. 23. ** That one, yet one retum*d not loft." Com, 
Nepos in Epaminondoy ^* £x quo intelligi poteft tamm hominem 
plaris qukm civitatem fuifle/' Phsdri Fab, Ixiii. 

'^ Plus efle in 1010 faepe qukm in turba boni.'' Bentlet. 

I fuppofe the good Angel faid /€w, though one was, particu- 
larly intended, as it is more modeft and lefs afluming to himfelf; 
and for the reafon hinted above, intimating that the $edaries, 
though few<^ in number, were yet more in the right. than their 
oppoibri. Newtost. 

Vol. III. T 
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Vigour Avine within them, can allow 
Omnipotence to none. But well thou com'il 
Before thy fellows, ambitious to win lOo 

From me fbme plume, that thy iucce& may fliow 
Deftradlion to the reft : This paule between, 
(Unanfwer 4 Idi thou boaft) to let thee know. 
At firft I thought that Liber^ and Heaven 
^o heavenly fouk had been aXL one ; but now ift 
I lee that moil through floth had rather ferv^ 
Miniftring Spirits, train d up in feaft and IbogI 
Such haA thou arm'd, the minflrelfy of Hearen, 
Servility with freedom to contend, ifi^ 

As both their deeds compared thisday ihall prove. 
* To whoina in brief thus Abdiel ftem replied. 

Ver. l6l- ■ that t^ (\icceU may Jhim, 

Dedriieion to the rifi :] Bentley fa^^, a deteftable 
fttult : it (hould be infiruSHon. Mr, Pope fays, ftKcefs^ ironici. 
I do not know what this means* The text is right, and the mean- 
kig is, that thy fuccefs may fliow thy fellows the road to deftruc* 
fion, or the way to deftroy their enemies. Warbukton. 

Thy fuccefs, i. e. thy ill fuccefs ^ the word fucctf* is i|fed ia 
the fame fenfe, P. L. B. ii. 9. Richard»ov. 

Ver. 167. Minifiring SpirUs,'] So they are called Hd. I 14- 
<* Are they not all miaiftering Spirits T* and SaUin mentions it in 
'derifion. Compare this with ths^t of Viigil, JEn, ix, 6l4. 
'' Vobis pidla croco et fulgcnti murice v(*ftis : 
" Defidiae cordi: juvat indulgere choreis: • * 
*' Et tunicas raanicas, et habent redimtcula mitrsB. 
*' O verfe Phrygiae, neque enim Phr3^es ! itc per alta 
" Dindyma, ubi alTuetis biforem dat tibia canto m. 
" Tympana vos buxufque vocat Berecyntbia matris 
** h\xx: ^nitc arma viris, et cedite ferro.** NswTOl^ 
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Apoitatel itin thou err*il^ nor end wilt find 
Of erring^ from the path of truth remote : 
Ui^ufQy thou depray ft it with the name 
Of fervitude, to ferve whom God ordains^ lys 
Or ^Nature : God and Nature bid the iame^ j 
Whm he who rulea is worthiefl, and eKcdi: « 
Hieip whom he golems. This is ;fervitiide^ 
To ferve the unwife^ or him who hath rcfadTd 
AgainA hi& worthier, as thine now ienre thei^^ 
Thyfelf not free, but to thyfelf enthraird? m 
Yet lewdly dar*j(| our minifiring. upbraids 
Reign thou in Hr^> thy kingdom; let me fenre 

Vet, 172. Jpofiate ! fi'M thorn err% nor end wUiJM 

Of erring^ fic^ f he path of tnah ftmojt^:] .Somc' 
fkiog like thi/i is wbM Judo %s.to Jupiter, Iliad xix. 107« 
Irnnruif lii' $Jhr$ xnMi f^oif bnHmt. Thyeb: 

Yeir. 176. ' Goda9(d2^aturelAd the fakne, &c.] Bu- 

chanan aflerts the fame, ^* Eandcm fciiicet Dei et .Naturs iMSem 
efle," De June Regni apud Scotos, p. ^8., Bowle. , 

Ver. ISl. Th^ey'.iu^ fr^ybut to thg/tif €iUhraird;] So 
ii»m0e,SaiALyiLSU . 

** Tu, wihi qui haperitas, aliis fervis idi^bt— 
'** Qttifiiaai igitur fiber f fapiens, fibiqui imp^riofiB**' * 
And, as to what is here faid of fenritude, fee Ariflotle's PoHtich^ 

• Ver. 183.; taJBTcff, thfkmgdm;'\ • Not that it was 

To at prei^L This is fatd by way of anticiimtion. God had or- 
dered him to becaftottty t. 52, and, what the Almighty had 
fffcppoopcad, Ihe good Angel looks upon as done. And this fen* 
timent, 

' ** Reign thou in Hell, tl^ kingdom ; let. mo fenre 
" In Heaven God ever bleft,'' 

ft defifncd as a contraft to Satan's vaunt in B«: i* f^S. 

t2 
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In Heaven God ever bleft, and his divine 
Behefis obey, wortbieft to be obey'd; 184 

Yet chains in Hdl^ not realms, expe6l: Mean 

while 
From me retum'd^ ^ erft thoa iaidft, from flight, 
TUa greeting on thy impious creil: receive. • 

So laying, a noble ffaroke he lifted high. 
Which hwig not, but fb iVift vnth tempeft fell 
On the proud creft of Satan, that no light, 191 
Kor motion of iwift thought, leis could his ihield^ 
Such ruin intercept : Ten paces huge 
'He badL recoil'd ; the tenth on bendecf knee 

« Better to reign in Hell, than fcrve in Heaven.** NftWT#v. 

Ver. 187. From me retun^d^ as trjt tkonjkk^, Jrcmfigkiy 
TkiB greeting &c.] So Afcanius in Viipl retorts 
his adverfCry's term of reproach, Mm. ix. (35* 

" B» capti Fhryges b»c Rutulift refpoa(a remiitaat/* 
•Huding to ver. $99* Newtov. 

Ver. 189. So faying,] Saving is here coutra6led into one 
vfyikbl^^ or is to be pronounced as .two (hon ones, whibh very 
well ezpreflbs the eagernefs of the Angel. He ftrbek at fak li« 
before he had finiilied his fpeedi, while he was iipeakiofr which is 
mnch better than Dr. Bentley's reading Sa/ai4» . as if he had not 
fimed his blow, till after he had fpoken. Nxvton* 

Ibid. a noble Jtroke helped higk^ &<-> Milton's 

fuperioriiy to Taflb in his fingle combats will appear, by conpa* 
ring this fight of Michael and Satan with that of TaQCredi and 
Aigante, Gier. Lib, C. vi. 40. Bow lb. . 

Ver. 191. On the proud creft •/ SutM,] Spenfefi jP. Q. K.^ 
viii. 33. 

"^ Smote him fo hugely on his kaugktk cii^.*" TdDD^ 

Ver. 193. Ten paces huge 

Hebackrecoird;Ti Spehfer, f. Q.vi.iv, 3. 
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His maify ipear upifadd; as if on eartii 195 
Winds undei' ground^ or waters forcing way. 
Sidelong had puih'd a mouQtaih from his ieat,. 
Half fiink with all his pines. Amassment feis'd 
The rebel Thrones, but greater rage, to fed 
Thus foil'd their mightiefl; ours joy fill'd, and 

fhout, MO 

Ptelage of vidory, and fierce defire 
Of battle : Whereat Michael bid found 
The Arch-Angel trumpet; through the vaft of 

Heaven 

^ Full on' the bread him ftrookCf fo ftro6g and hard 
^ That forft him backe recoyle &c." Todd. 

Ver. 194. the tenth on bended knee &c.] Compare 

Homer, \K ▼• S08, 

— ' ■ ■ mMtfS^ifiii 

Trnlm* Stillinoflebt* 

Ver. 195. '• 09^ on earth 

Wmde mder gromid^ &c] Hefiod compsirei fln^ 
fidl of Cygniis to an oak or a rock/aUing, SaU. Here, 4dl« 
And fimilies of this kind, are very frequent amongft the ancient 
poets; bat though our author might take the hint of his frodv 
thence, yet we muft allow,, that he has with great art and judge* 
ment heightened it in proportion to the fuperiour dignity of his fub* . 
jed. But perhaps be might rather more probably allude to jSpen- 
fer's defcription of the fall of the old dragon, under which dlle' 
gory he intended to reprefeot a ChriAiao's vit^ory over the Devil^ 
faerie Qveene^ i. xi, 54. 

** So dowoe he £elly as an huge rocky clift, 
** Wbofe lalfe foundpcion waves have waflit away^ 
<< With dreadfull poyfe is from the n^iiyne land rift, kc.^ 

Thyxb. 

Ver. 803. ■■■ • !> ■■■ ■■ u Jhc vaft Jjf. Heaofn'} )5o 

Slnkipeait has the « v^.of night|^ 2^^* A.r» S. H. Todd, 
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It founded^ and the feithiul armies rung 
Ho&HnatotlieHi^ieft: Nor flood ^t gai^e aob 
TJie adverie legioDB^ nor lefi hideous join d 
The horrid fhocL Now ftorming fiiry rofe. 
And clamour furfi as heard in Heaven tiH liow 
Was never ; arms on armour clalhing bray*d 
Horrible difcord, and the madding wheels 210 
Of brazen chariots rag'd ; dire was the noife 
Of confliA; over head the difmal hifs 
Of fiery darts in flaming vollies flew,. 

Ver. 205. norjtood at gaze 

The adverfe legions^ &c.] Hefiod, Theog. v. 675. 

Vcr. 209. tfniw on armour clajhing bray*d AcJ 

^Gray remembered this paflage when he wrote his Bard: 
** Heard ye the din of l)attle bray^ 
** Lance to lance, and horfe to borfe?*' 
Spenfer, as dodor Newton has obfenred, applies this word to the 
foiOid of a trumpet, F. Q. iii. xii, 6> and to the found of ihrieks 
and yells, F.Q. K vi. 7, i. viii. 11. And fometimes ufes it as a^ 
verb aiftiye, as it is here ufed by Miltoo. See. F. Q. v. xi* 2a. 
liiv Puoto: agrees with dpAor Nowtonthat the word is probably 
deriVjsd from tbe Greek fifix^f and adds from Uomer^ //. xii. 396.- 
fifixi^r^m, Todd, 

Ver. %10. — ^-^r the madding wheels] So, in 

:ffnmm Trots, 1633, A. iv. S, iv. 

^' The jingling lancesy rattling chariot-icA^rreZf, 
« Madded their horfe." Todd. 
Ver. 21}. • ■.'. ■• — dire xDOs the noife 

Of eon/SB ;] Pefiod, of the contending gods and 
Titans, Tkeog. ▼. 6a5. 

.: 01 it ffinritf fjbty^bim •A«A»rA^« ToD D , 

.Ve*. 212. - . • ■ ■ :■ the-^Jkahifk 

., 0/Jfer^ iarisl: ©r, Benlfcy ackho^rWges tlier 
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And flying vanlted^ eitfa^ hoft vnih fihi 

So under fieiy co^ togethbt rufh*d ai^ 

jaagpiloftuence of ilyle, and fubliimty of thought, in thbAniom^ 
ted defcription of the conflid : but lie fuppofes the poet to hav« 
fleferted proprit;ty» while hunting after found and tumour, in 
fayilig; tha)t tie kifi flew in volfies, and the k\f€ vaulted th0 
hofts with fire. Dr. Pearos obferves, that there is m peculiar 
force fometimes, in afcribing that to a circumftance of the thing. 
#bioh more properly belongs to the thing itfelf ; to the kifi^ that 
which belongs to the dart9. Mr. Upton adds, that the fubftantiv^^ 
Is fometitnes to be conftrued adjedively^ when governing a geot» 
tive cafe; as in Ariftophanes, Pktt, 268. *Xt Xf^^^ «ty/t<A«< lir«ip, 
«' O thou who telleft me « gold tifwords^** that is, golden words: 
And, in Sidney's Arcadia^ p. S« << Opening the cherry rfkeir Up^ 
that is, cherry Up9 : So here the hif$ of darts is hijing dart^ 
Pope has literally copied Milton, in the fifteenth 7/taJ, v. 356. 
^ Dire was the kifs ofddrts, by heroes flung.*' Todd. 

Vcr. 2l4. And flying vaulted either hojt with /r«.] Our 
author has !irt<luently had his eye upon Hefiod's giant-war, ai 
well at upon Homer, and has imitated feveral paflbges ; but com- 
nonly exceeds his original, as he has done in this particular^ 
Hefiod iitys that the Titans were overlhadowed with darts, Theog^ 

Imt Milton has improved the horrour of the defcription ; and 9. 
Jkade rf darts is not near fo great and dreadful an image as B,Jierf 
cope Qi wttdt ^flamng darts. Nxwtok. 

Taflb and Arioilo have rtprefented '* the face of beaten oYeiw 
fliadowed with darts." See Orl Fur. C. xvi. iL 67» andGi^r. Uk^ 
C. vii. ft. 105. But their defcriptioos are inferiour U> this .of MiW 
ton. Mr. Bowie here cites the following paffiige from the ranaoca 
o(Amadis de GreciOj P. i. c. 71* f- 91' h* ^* £1 vey.hiso a mas 
de quinientos ballefteros que atando a los quivirtilos dtf laa laatai 
yi^go grigifco tinUTen a las puertas de la cindad, y luego fe iuzQ 
q«e en poca piieca lancaron tantas faetas en las puertas que. e# 
piioto fueron quemadas ardi^o en vivai Uamaft.* T6j>9^ ' 
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Both ba^es maiDy ^tfa ruinous afiauit 
And inextinguiihable rage. All Qeaven 
Refounded ; and had Earth been then, all Earth 
Had to her center fliook. What wonder ? when 
Millions of fierceencountering Angels fought aao 
On either fide, the lead of whom could wield 
Thefe elements, and arm him with the force 
Of all their regions : How much more of power 
Army againfl army numberlefs to raiie 
Dreadful combuftion warring, and difturb, 225 
Though not deftroy, their happy native feat; 
Had not the Eternal King Omnipotent, 
From his ftrong hold of Heaven, high over-ruFd 
And limited their might; though numbered fuch 
As each divided Iqgion might have feem'd aso 
A numerous hoft; in ftrength e^ch armed hand 
A legion ; led in fight, yet leader leem*d 
T^2Leh warriour fingle as in chief , expert 
Wheij tp advance, or Hand, or t»rn the fway 

Ver. 2900 MUUqm if^ce encountering 4H^f^Ji"^i^ Moft 
proi>ab]y in allufion to Homer, IHad xx. 66. ^^,, 

Ver. «29. ■ ^ ^ ■ ->i r though number' d fuch &c.] Each 

legion was in iHimber like an army, each f^ngla \wirriour was in 
ftrength like a Iqpon, and, though led in fight, was ^s e|:pert as 
a commander in chief. So that the Angels are celebrated firil for 
their fiaM^r, then for tbtirJtrengthf'BntA laftly for their expertnefi 
in war. Niwtok. 

Vcr. 9S4t. When to advance, or fiaqd, ^pcj Con^paryt Trif* 
hnOf ItfUia JUbtrata) lib, y'i. v*5Y. 
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BOOK;Vi. PARADISE LOST. 291 

Of battle open when, and when tor clofe 235' 
The ridges of grim war : No thought of flight. 
None of retreat, no unbecoming deed ^ 

That argued fear; each oh himfelf relied, 
As only in his arm the moment lay 

** E tutti tornan preftamente al dritto, 
** Secondo il comaudar del capitano. 
'< San condcnfaiVy e rarefiar le fquadre, 
- *( Doppiarle, e triplicajrle, eper igiughi 
*' Con^uDger le decurie, e per i verfi, 
" O intercalarle in mezzo, o porre a dietro/' Todd. 

Vcr. 235. The ridges qfgrim war ;] A mctephor Ukea f»m 
m ploughed field ; the men anfwer to the ridges^ between whom, 
the intervals of the ranks, the furrows are. The ridges of grim f 
fierce, frightful-looking, war; that is, the ranks, of the anay, 
the filet are implied. The ranks are the rows of foldiere from 
flank to flank, from fide to fide, from the left to the right ; the 
files are from front to rear, Richardsok. 

Milton had probably Shakfpeare's forcible defcription of war 
10 his mind, K, Rich, III. A. i. S. i. 

** 6rM9i-vifag'd xoar hath fmootVd his wrinkled front." Todd. 

Ibid. — — — — no thought ofjight,'] Homer, IBad xljU 
Oti^ ttifi fju M m v * ixmlt piSm», SeenKo Iliad xxiv. 2X6.' Newton, 
^ Ver. 259- ■ ■ ■ ■ moment] The Moment^ the weight 

that turns the balance ; as the word fignifies in Latin : Terence^ 
Andr. " Dum in dubio eft animus, paulo momento hue vel illuc 
impellitur:'* And, as ho has' employed here the metaphor of the 
weighty fo of ihefcale-y v. 245*— Hifing as a metaphor what Homer 
mak^ a fimile df, Iliad xii. 433. And in federal particalars he has 
had his eye upon Homer, and. commonly exceeds his mafti^. Homer 
lays, that the Greeks and Trojans /Qi/g^f like burmngfircy Iliad xiii. 
673. But how much ftronger is it in Milton, that the war 
** Tormented all the air; all air feem'd then 
** Confiiaing fii-e r 

It weuld be entering into too minute a defail of crhicifro, to 
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Of vidory : Deeds of eternal fiune 24a 

Were done, but infinite-; for wide was ^read 
lliat war and various; fbmetimes on firm gnmnd 
A Handing fi^t, then> ibaring on main wing^ 
Tormented all the air; all air feem*d then 

mention every little circumftance that is copied from Homer: 
Andy where he does nbt djre^ly copy from Homer, his %le and 
colouring are fiill very much in Homer's manner. Wonderful 9k 
his genius was, he could hardly have drawn the battles of the 
Angels fo well, without firil reading thofe in the Iliad; and Homer 
taught him to excel Homer. Nswtok. 

Ver. 242. That loarj and various ; fomeiimes mfirm grawd 
A Jtandingjightf then, foaring &c,] The fyntax 
and fenfe is; The war was fometiroes a (landing fi^t on the 
ground, and fometimes the war, foaring on main wing, tormented 
all the air. Pearce. 

What Milton fays really happened, Virgil has ufed as a fimile^ 
when defcribing chariot races, Gtorg, iii. 107, 

** J&mque humiles, jamque elati fublimi videntur 
^ Aera per vacuum ferri, atque affuiigere in auras.** 

Callavduu 

Ver. 244. Toi^ented aU the air ;] Here MUton takes tlie 
fame liberty of applyiag the word torment, as the Latins did in 
Hfing venire. So Marino, defcribing Neptune raifing a flonn, 
Jidon. C. i. ft. 123. 



-<< e d' AquUoni 



*^ Col fulmine dentato (emulo a Gtoue) 

** Tormentando la terra, il mar commoue." TRTia. 

So in Lbni Bryfkett*s Mourn. Mju/e of Thejylis, fpeaking of 
JBolos, a< dddor Newton has obferved, ver. 153. 

** Who, letting loofe the winds, toft and tormented th* aire.^ 
And io Habington*s Cqftara, l635, p. •153. 

^ All the loud noifes which torment the t^re!* Tjom>» . 
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Confliding fire. Long tiitae in even icale 24% 
The battle hung; till Satan, who that day 
Prodigious power had ihown, and met in arms 
No equal, ranging through the dire attack 
Of fighting Seraphim confus'd, at length 24^ 
Saw where the fword of Michael finote, and felTd 
Squadrons at once; with huge two-handed fwaj« 

Ver. 245, ■ ■ hmg Hfhe w even fcale 

The battle hung;] Euripides, SuppUc. v. 70ff. 

And fo Spenfer, Faerie Queene^ iv. iii. 37* 

<< Whim thus the cafe in doubtfidl bahmce hmg, ficJ!* 

Where heimitttes Taflb, Gier. Ub. C. xx. ft. 50. 
" Cosi a combatteva, e in dvbhia lance 
*^ Col timor le fperanze eran fofpefe." Todd. 

Ver. 247t ' and met in arme 

No tqualy'] The poet feems almoft to have forgot- 
ten how Satan was foiled by Abdiel in the beginning of the adion : 
But I fuppofe the poet did not conG^er Abdiel as equal to Satan/ 
though he gained that accidental advantage over him. Satan, no 
doobty would have proved an overmatch for Abdiel, only for the 
general engagement which enfaed^ and broke off the combat be- 
tween them. Newton. 

Ver, 250. -: ■ andfelVd 

Squadrons at once ;] See this chivalrous exploit ati- 
tributed to Sarafoo Agoniftes^ ver. 138, and the note on ver. 139 
of that poem. Todd. 

Ver. 251. tnth huge ivfo-hmded/wenf] Dr. 

Warburton obferves, that it ihows how entirely the ideas of chf« 
valry and romance had polTefied the poet, to make Michael fight 
with a two-handed /word. Mr, Bowie cites, from Huon de Bour-t 
deans,, the following paflage ; ** Mon ejpee laquelle je levay d dean 
iHainSf'* p. 30. This formidable weapon is often mentioned indeed 
by our own writers* Tbus^ in Sylvefter's Du Bartau 1^2 1, p. 19». 
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Srandifli'd aloft, the horrid edge came down 
Wide-waiting ; iuch deftrodion to widbftand 
He hafted^ and opposed the rocky orb 
Of tenfold adamant, his ample ihield, 25$ 

A vail circumference. At his approach 
The great Arch-Angel from his warlike toil 
Surceased, and glad, as hoping here to end 
Inteitine war in Heaven, the arch-foe Hibdaed 
Or captive dragg'4 in chains, with hoitile frown 
And vilage all inflam'd firfl thus began. 261 
Author of evil, unknown till thy revolt, 

a champion is armed with a *' iwfhkanMJwcrd," And, in Dimy* 
ton's Polyolhum^ Song ipi. ^' Out of bis hermit's Aaffe hb tWH 
kandfioord be drew.'* Todd, 

Yen 255. Qrtcn>-fo1d adamant J In other poets the Angels 
are armed m adamant, and in Taflb there is particular mention 
of an adamantine fhield, C. 7, fl. 82. " Scudo di hddifimo 
dianumte:** But Milton's is fironger, fjf ten-fold adamant. 

Newtov* 

Ver« ^S6. A vaft circumference:] So, in B. i. 266, the 
*' broad areumfcranct** of his fliield is noticed. Todd* 

Ver. 257. fnm kis warUke taU 

Surceaid,] So Radigund, in Spenfer's Fame 
QiceciCy V. V. 45. 

*' Wam'd all her people to furceafe from fight." Todd. * 

Ver. 262. Author qfecily &c.] Amongil the various conjec- 
tures on the origin of Paradifi Loft, and on Milton's obligations 
to other writers, I- do not recoiled to have feen it obferved, that 
the dialogue which takes place between Satan and Michael, during 
the (hort fui^enOon of the war in Heaven, was probably fuggefted 
by the following paffage in Jean Petit's juftification of the coodad 
of the duke of BuiKundy, in regard to the death of the duke of 
Orleaost *' Lucifer U>y regardant, et coofiderant & ooUe < 



Digitized by 



Google 



Boo&n. PARADISE LOST. 96^ 

Uniumi*d in Hearen^ now plentebus as thou 

feeft 
Th^e 81% of hateful ftrife, hateful to all/ 
Though heavieft by juil meaiut'e oh thyfelf, 2fi5 
And thy adherents ; -How haft thou difturb'd ' 
.Heaven's .hlefled peioe, and into nature broiigfa£ 
Mifery, uncreated till the cHme 
Qfthy rebdlion! how haft thouinftiUU . ^ 
Thy malice into thouiands^ once upright • 270 
And faithful, how prov^dfalfe ! But think not 

here 



tore tant belle et tant parfaiifte^ Ail eu fa penObe luy mefmes s 
Je feray tant que je mettray ma chaire et mon throCne aa defius 
de tou9 les autres anges, et feray femblable k Dieu. Ceil k 
ffavoir qu*oii luy feruit obei'flance comme k Dieu, et pour ce faire 
ii de^eut une graod pariie des aAges et les attrahit ^ fbo opioiSi 
c'eft k f^voir qu' lis luy feroient obeiflance^ honneur et revei^ 
ence par mauiere d* boramage, comme k leur fouverain "feigneur, 
et ne feroient de riens fubieds k Dieu mais k iceluy Lucifer, le- 
quel tiendroit ia maiefl^ pareilleraent comme Dieu la iienne, ex- 
empte de toute la feigneurie de Dieu et de toute fa fubiedion. 
£t «inii Toulloit toUir k Dieu fon createur et fonverain feigneur 
la grid partie de fa feigneurie et les attribuer ^ foy^ et ce luy 
faii<nt faire convoitife, qui s' efloit boutee en so courage. Si toft 
que S. Michel apperceut cela, il s'en vint k luy et luy dit que 
c*eftoit trop mal fait.et que jamais ne voulfift faire telle chofe, et 
que de tat que Dieu T avoit fait plus bel et plus parfait'de tous 
les autresy de tant devoit il monftrer greigneur iigne de reverencei 
filbtedion et obti'flaiice k celuy qui Tavoit fait plus bel, qui eftoit 
jpn roy et fouvenin feigneur. Lucifer dit, qu' il n' e feroit riemiL 
Saind Mich^ dit que luy et les autres ne fouffreroient point tcUa 
ioiure fioire i leur createur et fouverain feigneur, briefuement la 
bataille fe meut entre celuy S. Michel et Lucifer." Qhrim. de 
Mmfirekty vol. i. p. 39. J. C. Walker. 
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To trouble faoty reft; Heacv^n cafts thee out 
Prom all her confines. Heaven, the fea^ g£ bliisi 
Brooks not the works of yiolence and war. 
Hence then^ and evil go with thee along, 27$ 
Thy o&pring, to the place of evil, H^ll; 
Thpu and thy wicked crew ! there mingle biroils. 
Ere this avenging fword begin thy doom^ 
Or ibme more ftidd^i vengeance^ winged ftom 

God, 
Precipitate! thee with augmented pain. m^ 
So ipake the Prince of Angels; to whom thus 
The Adverlary, Nor think thou with wind 
Of aery threats to awe whom yet with deeds 
Thou canfl not Hall thou tum'd the leall of 

thefe 
To flight, or if to fall, but that they, rife ass 
Unvanquilh'd, eafier to tranfad with me 

Ver. 275, Hence theif^ and coil go with thee dUmgf 
Thy ojfspringf to the place ofeoil^ Hell; 
Thou gnd thy wicked crew I there mmgle broU$,1 
Imitated from Taflb, where Michael in like manner rebukes thf 
^ernal Spirits who fought ag^nft the Chriftiaiu, C, ix. &• 64. 
** Itei^e maledetti al voilro regnp, 
** R^o di pene, e di perpetua morte : 
*^ £ fiano in quegli a voi douuti chioilri 
*' Le voftre guerre, e i tripnfi voftru" Newtok* 

Ver. 282. The AdcerfaryJ\ Not as aoy enemy in fight may 
be ca1^Bd, but in a fenfe peculiar to him ; Satan being his name, 
4^ Satan in Hebrew fignifying the oAoerfary. Newtoit, 

ibid. Nor think thou &£.] Homer, Iliad x:i^'20(V 

^EAiTM hJ^tHm^ New TON. 
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That thoa ihouldft hope^ imperious, and Math 

threats 
To chaie me hence I err not, that ib ihaU end 
The flrife which thou cairft evil, but we %le 
The flarife of glory; which we mean to win, 290 
Or tarn this Heaven itfelf into the Hell 
Thou £ibleft; here however to dwell free^ 
If not to reign : Mean while thy utmoft force, 
And join him nam-d Almighty to thy aid, 
\ fly not, but have fought thee far and nigh. 295 
lliey ended parle, and both addre&^d for fight 
Unfpeakable; for who, though with the tongue 
Of Angels, can relate, or to what things 

Ver. 289* Tke Jbrife whkk tAou coWJt evil J The aotber 
gave it 

« The ftrife which thou call'ft hateful'* 
This appears from Michael's words above, v. 264. 

' " Thefe ads of hatrfuljtrife, hateful to all.*' Bsntlbt. 

But why may sot this coU relate to verfe 262 ? where Satan is 
called the author of evil, of evil difplayed in ads of hateful firife : 
and io in v. 275, evU go with thee along &c. I think that hate-" 
Jill would have been a more accurate expreiSon, but evil is juf- 
tHIable. Pearck.. ^ 

Ver, 296. • and both addrefs'd /or fight] Speofer, 

Faer. Qu. \. ii. 12. 

^ And ftreight himfelfe unto the fight addrefiJ^ Todd. 

Ver, 298, -^ can relate, &c.] The accufative car# 

after the verbs relate and lUccn i9 fight before mentioned, and here 
. Hinderftood, Psr who though with the tongue of Angels can relate 
that fight» or to what co^fpicwnu things on earth can liken it, €• 
eonjfricuous n to lift humot^ imagination &c. A general battle is « 
fcenf of too much confufiOQ ; and therefore the poets relieva 
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Liken cm earth con^icumis, ' that maj lift . 
Human imagination to fiich highth 300 

Of Grodlike power ? for likeft Gods they feem'd. 
Stood thej or moved^ in ilature^ motion^ arms> 
Fit to decide the empire of great Heaven. 
Now wav^d their fiery fwbrds^ and in the air 
Made horrid circles; two broad fims their ihields 
Blazed oppofitCy while Expedation flood sos 
In horrour : From each hand with ipeed retir*d» 
Whereeril was thickeilfightytheangelick throng, 
And left large field, un&fe within the wind 

tbemfelves and their readers, by drawing now and then a fingls 
combat between fome of their principal heroes ; as between Paris 
and Menelaus, Hedor and Ajax, Hedor and Achilles in the 
l^My and between Tumus and Pallas, ^neas and Mezentios, 
Turnus and .^neas in the JEnad: And very fine they are, but 
Mi very fliort of the fublimity of this defcription. Thofe are the 
combats of Men, but this of Ang^sls ; and this fo far furpalbs 
them, that one would think that an Angel indeed had related iu 

NXWTOV. 

Ver. 305. two broad funs thdr (hields] Evi- 
dently with a remembrance of Spenfer, Faer.Qu. ii. ii. 21. '^Hif 
fun-broad JhUldJ* Todd. 

Ver. 306. While Expedation ilood &c.] Expe^atiom is per- 
fonified in the like fublime manner in Shakfpeare, Hen. V. 
*' For now fits Expe6tatiim in the air." Nkwtox* 
Bi\('fee Beaumont and Fletcher's Bmduca^ A. iii« S. i. 

<< And Expedation, like the Roman eagle, 
' '"" Tookftand, and caJl'd all eyes." Todd. 

Ver. 309. And left large fidd,'\ So, in Taflb^ Qier. lA. 
C. vii. ft. 83. 

<' E largamente k duo campioni, il campo 

" Voto riman fra 1' uno, e V altro camflo.'' Toptf. 
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Of ftch cbattnoti^ii; iudbas, to fet forth aio 
Gr&e things by fmall, if> natare's ccmcoid brokcb 
Among the eonilellations war were fprus^ 
Two planetsy mihing from aip6& malign > 
Of ^fi^rcdl: opposition, in mid Iky au 

Should combat, and their jarring ipheres con- 
found 
Together both wifli next to almighty arm 
Up-lifted imminent; one ffaroke they aim*d 

Ven 313. Two pkufettf &c.] Milton feems to have taken 
his iimile from that oi Virgil, but varied and applied to his fobjed 
ivith his ufual judgement, JE». viii. 691. 

— ■ — " pelago credas innare revulfas 

^^ Cycladas, aut monies concurrere montiblis aUbs."^ 
Bat, as Mr. Thyer obferves, he has leflened the grandeur and 
fublimity of this fimile, by tamifting it with the idle Aiperflitioia 
notion of the malignancy of planets in a particular afpeft or oppd* 
JStum, lb the judicial aftrologers term h, NsirTOir • 

But Milton here imitates preceding poets. Set Beaumont and 
Fletcher's Span. CvrfUe^ A. i. S. i. 

■ =• ** Mow they begin to bunt 

'* like on>o4^i{inetieor$." 
And Shakfpeare*s defcription of Hotfpur and the Pnnce of Wales, 
enipiging, Hen. IV. P. i. A. v. S. iv. 

« Ticojars keep not their motion in one /fhere.^ Todd. 
Ver. 316. Togtthr Mk wUk mfsU to almigkij/ arm 

. Up^cd 'mmnfntf] So I conceive the paflage 
(hould be pointed with the comma after tMiNtiieii^, and not after 
arm, that the words vp-ljfted imminent may be joined in conftruc* 
tion with am, lather than with Jroke or they following. The 
arm was quite lifted up, and hansing over juft ready to fall. One 
thinks one fees it hanging almoift like the ftone in Virgil, JEn. vu 

vai. 

•« Quo9 r^kper afra illex jait jam lapfun^ cadentique 
'"' . • <* JmMiefnmmV6Br*' .' Hiiinpoir> 
. irox.. im V 
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(Fhat inigM detecnBnev.^nd not.mi^ j^pel|t»/ 
ABoiot of power rat Qfice; oar odds apfiefcr*4 « 
In might ,or. {ymftpveveatxon: But the; f^i^ord a» 
Of Michael fibm the armouiy of <5od . , 
Was given him temperVL fo,;that neidiWikDen 

- '^v M* : , -J : . • ': 1 ' .... *...•'•./. 

Ver. 317. one ilroke (key mm' dice*'] SO| ib 

the Orlando of Epinofa, C. xviii. ft, 38* , ^ 

" t'cnfo de vn golfe l^ benderia, 
' '' Y fo con^^oda brava aeabariai" ^ ' ' 

And^ in the Orl. Ifmam. of Boiardo, L. i. C. xvi. ft. 14. 

'^ Penso finir la guerra a vn colpo Orlando.'* BowLB. 

So, in the romance of Tie Knigkt rf tkt Seth 4to. l60O» p« 
105. ** He determined at one blow to make an end of the con- 
flia.** TooD, 

. . Ver. 521. ■ from the armoiiiy of God] Dr. Newton 

ohiervaft that Tafio likewife mentions the armoniy of.Qod^ Oicr, 
J4b» C, vii. ft. SO. Milton had before jnentioned ^ cd^^ or* 
mowy/* B, iy. 563« Vet he adverted, not to Tq/^ but to Jen^ 
miaii I- 25. ** The Lord hath opened his armomy.** Milton 
employs the phrafe again, B. vii. 200. Todd. 

Ver. 322. Was given him temper'd fo^ &c.] This account of 
Michael's fword feems to be copied from Artheg^l's in Spenfer, 
Aer. Qn. v. L 10. 

** For of moft perfed metall it was nadei—- ' 
.,, ** Tempred with adamanti &c. 

** And was of no lefle virtue than dTfiime. 
" For there no fubltericje was lb firme and hard^* 
«<but it wotild pierce ior cleave,' wheveib it came; 
' *' Ne any armoxir cbnld his dint out-wa^d, 
' • ♦* But, wherefocver it did ligjht, ft thoroaghly.^liifV.''-^ 
Tfie word Jkar'd is thus ufed by Miltdn. Nt:i^tt>v. 

Thefe qualities of. the fword, Mr. Bowie obferyes, are fpeciSad 
in^roroance, Hi/loiia de Carlo Magno^ 1. i. c. 21. ^'Fierabns 
cino fu efpada oamada filoim^ys, y tenia ^Iras dosal «rfoii de la 
6ilf, ks quale^ eran de tnhlfmi/i0[ qvit aiogon v«M» pprfioo qua 



Digitized by 



Google 



>ft ^ FARADISEiLQST^; I9I 

^^d iniglit TeM t&at edge:, it miit 
rd of Satan, -with ftoep: force to finite 
^ "f, and in half cut Iheer; noa: fiaid, 329 

*^whed reverfe,de^eMi«riqg,ihar'd 
,_ ^illien Satan first knew pain, 

\^^ "% toandfirocQnvolr'd; fbibre 

^ tn26fenal en e11as«^ To vHiich I may add the 
.«aldo, Orl. Fur. C. xvi. Todd. 

.. 325. Dtfcendhigf] Th,% dtfcenditig of the fword is the 
.iinoft univerfri lai^age of romance.. *' La efpada defcendio haita 
los pechosi'' Amai. de Good. 1. i. c. 6. c. 39. 1, iii. '^ £1 efpada 
deeendio al (^eUo,,del cavailo/' Paimerm.de OUva fol. S9* 6. 
** L'efpee I'atteignit Air I'un des cottez en defcendant^ Huod de 
BfmrdBf»i»j 45. '' Scofde la fpada, ^c.*" Boiardo, Orl. Imum. 
h i. C. xix. ft. 14. '' La fpada del del fcaide/' Ariofto, Orl. 
Fur. C; xxxiii. ft. 15. Bowle. 

And in our own language : ** He fo furioufly prepared his good 
fworde Sciifdifer^ as Marcimedes, loath to abide the doubtfall 
iury of bi^ 4^/ccndmg blade,.caft away his weapons, &c.'' Knigki 
rfikeSeih 1600, p*9i* Todd. 

Ver. 327. Them SaianJirJ knew painy 

And writk*d kim io and fro convolved;] Thus^ 
where Priamond is wounded, and bleeds, in Spenfer*s F. Q. b^ 

iii. 9. 

" That he for paine himfelf n'ot right opreare, 

** ^ut to and fro in great amaiement mel'd.^^ . . Todd^ 

* ."♦*•* . , ■ .. 

Ver. 828. fo/ore 

The gridingyword vAtk difcontinuotis wound* Jrc.] 
L^pumti$ntou» wtnmd is faid in attufioB 'tu the old deSnitjoa of a 
t^oiittd, that it feparates the eontumii^ of the parts, ** Vulnus eft 
.folutio con^tiittt:'^ And^ridiMjf is an old word for.cuttiqg, as iiv 
\ Spenfer, Faer. Qu. ii. viii. 56. ** That through his t}iigh the mor- 
tal fteel did j|7Mfe.'' Nbwtqv* 

'The wounding of Satan, aod Im beiMviour after the batt]f^/<^^ 
to be an ioprOTenent.opon S fiaa fer » .JPoer. Qn. ir. ir. 24^ 

u 2 
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t9t BARADISE LOflT* : »90K.n, 

» 

The griding iword with ££»»ittiiiiCMU.itroiiiNl 
Fkis'd diroQgh hiBi t But the ethenal fnhftnnqr 

Clos'd, 980 

^ Not long diTifiUe; and from the g^ 
A iftream of nedarons himKyur ifliiti^ flowfd 
Sanguine, ibdi n cdeAiftlSlfAiitaniay UeodL 

'< l^e wicked fieele» for taifchief firft ordaiiMd, 

*' And having now misfortune got for guid^ 

** Staid noty till it arrived in hii lide, 

'' And therdn made a wry griefly wonnd^ 

'< That ftreames of bloud his armottr all bedide: 

*^ Much was he daunted with that direfutl Aoond, 

'* That fcarfe he him upheld from falHng in a fwoundl 

*^ Yet as he might, himfelf he foft withdrew 

«* Out of the field, that none perc«v*d it plaine.*' Bowzx. 

Mr., Church and Mr, Callander refer alfo to Spenfer, faem'' 
Queenty i. v. 9. 

" The cruell fteelc fo greedily doth bight 

** In tender fleih, that flrearoes of blood down flow ; 

'' With which the armes, that earft fo bright did fhow, 

** Into a pure vermillion now arc dyd^.** 
To which I may add on account of the rhythm, as well as the ex- 
lirtiBony foer. Q«. ii. viii. Z7» 

' ** his brother faw the red blood rayle 

** Adpwiie (• fiift, and ail ki$ ivrmoHr^etpe;^, 
See ¥6r. $34. "^ Aad all his armour (biin:d.*' So attentive was 
Milton» in this defcriptioa, to his acknowledged and £iTourite 
maApr. Tojdd, 

Ver. 339. Aftrmmk^ nibduKioxL%hwmvriffmgJm*i 

Sangumei') H«ais.Anddi<w4tun<^r. Nf^vi 
flie drink of the Gods; atid vmB Satan's kmotfr or biood a'prq|« 
drink? But the next line fliows what th^^uthoc ^i^^Oed* , 

«' Sanguine, fuch as ceieftiat' Spirits may. bleed.*' 
Hie wliole diftich is, word £»r watd, takp»ftfn$.^>v^^if^fiMf9T, 
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hmi fdl im dnmndr fiainU ere ifrfaUtf fb brighti 
lAortiMmdicmallfidtt toiib»«lw«^ 84A 

BjrAngdb'iterir andikong, who iaterp08*d 
Defenoe^ widie othcra bore him on tli^iludbii 
BadL to hb chanot, wfaone it Abod r^tir'd 



Wbrnefs Gods, wIma wontidod, bled Td^^ diftretit frbto htliiiatt 
Hood, and pMulktr to liwti. And Mllloa-maluis hk ang^U ble«d 
the fame humour^ that has jxo other aame. He g^ve it therefor^ 

** A ftreaiD of ichorous humour iffuing flow'd.^ BxKTLar. 

I ihould have thoiight, that an attentive reader could not hav^ 
mifled obferving that the/reom, which Milton fpeaks of, was not 
of nedtaroiu humour only, but of ne6^rau$ humour fangtdtit, that 
is, converted iato what edefiiUfprii$ bked: And what is that^ilt 
the fame which Homer expreii^ by one word Ichor? If this was 
the poet's meaning, the dodor*s obje&ion is wide of the mark. 
Befides, if neSiarofis was wrong, icAorou^ would hot feem to be 
right; becaufe the middle fyllable of it (hould be long, according 
to the profody of the word Arom which it is derived. Pbarcb. 

Ver. 335. ■ was run} A Latinifm, fays 

Dr. Newton, as in. Virgil, ^^ Poftquam arma dei ad Vulcania ten* 
fam e/t/' Milton, I obferve, thus writes in his Hift. ofEng, B. iL 
^ Now wot fought eagerly on both fides.*' Todd. 

Ver. 336. --———— who interpoi*d] Thus Homer 
makes the chief of the Trojans interpofe between their wdunded 
hero, when he was overborne by Ajax. Satan lighted out of hit 
fan-bright chariot at ver. 105, and^* according to theHomerick 
manner, is now wounded, and borne (on the (hields of Seraphim) 
back to it, where it was placed out of the range and art aj^of 
battle, lEad m. 428. 

Xtfrh SuSfmTH pifm ht w^Hf, lff%uiUwUi 

"BbM-wr, ifUxfrn ami i<|y mr <t wmi?C l^tifrM^ ». r. ^. 

auch more loofc and Mdoniaiil than our eiqpfttfiyt audior. 

HUKB. 
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90* KkSSADlSE JJOmi moom'wgx: 

From otf^the fifes of war: There tkegrhiia kid 
Gnafhing for atiguiih^ and dfiipite^and flum^^A 
To &aid himself not matcfaldB, aadciib pride 
Humbled 1^ iiiGh rebuke, fiiiArbefoeatk \ 
His confidence to equal God in power* . : 
Tetibonheheard; forSpirits that lire throughout 
Fital in every p^» not as fmil auui '> MP 

In entrails, heart or head, hyer or rdns. 
Cannot but by annihilating di^; 
Nor in their liquid texture mortal wound 
^Receive, no more than can the fluid air; 
All heart they live, all headt 9II py& all ear, 35a 
All intelle6t, all fenfe; and, as they pleafe^ 

Ver. 344. Yei/oon he heatd;'] Pfellus relates of devils, ** that 
fheyfcelepaine if they be hurt; that, if their bodies be ci|t, pith 
admirable celeritt/ tkey come t^get/ier againe; that, in their Jallp 
their bodies were changed into a more aeriall and grqffe fiib- 
Hancc," S^e Burton's Anat. Melatich, ed. 1624, p. 57. Ad4 
compare |ilfo tbe foUowing paflkge in tl^is book; . * 

: r- " Spirits of purcft light, ^ 

" Pureft at firft, now grofs h^Jinning gfown." Todd. * 

Ver' 349. : — • «P more than ca^ the fluid air:'] The fame 

copparifon as Dr. Newtou rcniarks, in Shakfpeare*s Macbeth: 
<' As «afy raay'il thou the intrencbant air 
'< Witfi thy keen fword impr^fs^ as make mp hl^^*'* 
And fo iBlanceJ|]u» fp^ks Qi X\kf ghqfi in fiqmlet; 

*' For it is, as the air, iqvulnerable.V ■ Tobb. 

Ver. S50f All heart they Uve, aU'head^ all eye, ail eoTy 

All inteHe^j aUfenfe;'] This is exprefi^d very much 
)ike Pliny's account of God, Nat. Hijt, L. i. c. vii. <* Qiiifquis eft 
Peus, n modo eft alius, quacrniqoe in parte, totus eft fenfus, 
totus vifusy totua aii^tui| totns BH^umr 'tetus auimi, totus fdi.'^ 

Nbwtoh, 
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They HfiDlbdieiiiielves, and cclkm, ftup^^fitPtietir 
Affiime^ aa likes them beO^ condcrtfe oritQHU^V 
Mean whik in odiek^partsHkeiileMs dafififfV 
Memorial^ wherethemi^of^Gabtidfotight^ i^ 
And with fierce enfigns pierced the deep.atray 
Of^ Moloch^ •fbriott^king^, wfaoj^^m defidtJi^i^M 
And at his chariot-wheels to drag him iMimd 
Threaten^ nor iipoin the HolytOne of fi^i»«[i 
Refraind his tongue blafph6mouft; b«t^anon<ais6' 
Down clovcm to the w^ watbitbatterdarirn^ 
And uncouth pain:fled bdlowihg; £)n eacAi #iiij^ 
Uriels and Raphael^ his vaunting foe^ 

Ver. S59, ' nor from the Holy One of Atjcoen *' * 

xix. 9^« /< WliteJcliiA^ thou reproached Aikt: Mr/pAene(ff--even 
the Boh One of Ifrnel/* Gilj.;es. 

Ver. 362. A$id i^ncouth pain^iil belloi^riag,]., (/ncouMisji^ 
word very common with Speafer; but Milton, 00 doubt, ip^thif 
particular application of it, had in view the foUowjogline^ ^JTwy 

Qu. U 7LU 20. 

'^ The piercing fteele there wrought a wound full wyde, . 
" That with the tmcouAfmart the monfter /ow% cryde.^ ^., 

Thyer, 

Ven 363. UritU aad Raphael,] The fpeaker here l&tiaphael; 
and it had been improper to mention himfelf as a third pcrfon, 
and tell his own expt<>its; bat that Adam knew not his i^ame. Had 
lie known it, he nuift have faid ^<- Uriel and /;*' whicb^tie carcil 
not to do. Bbittlbt. "** 

Ibid. Urkl, and Rtfhaitl, Ms'vhuiiHng:fbe,f' Dr. Bentley Jnd 
Mr. llyer are of opitiion« that a word b left ^raf in this line, 
and that the fenfe and tha meafum would be iinproved by reading 

** Uriel, and RofhacU each his vaunting foe/' Newtov. ^ 
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aflflL PAKADISE LOST* ' moevi^ 

Yqaqni&'d'jMtameleGh^aiidi^^ . Mk 
Vwp pbt^il'Thrcmes, that to he Ids than 06ds 
Iltifdaln'd, biit meaner thougfatd leaiti d in. tlMir 

Mai^d liidigkdHy wamidflthr^ 

biijnKfiL ' .. ; 

If^r- fibod luamindful A&dielito mmoy 
TbQ.atheift breiRo but with redo\ibi^$^lQl9^:d(«i 
AM land Atiodhy* and the:*\aolfiniie . > ^i . « 
0£ Ratnifil firiDrch*d and bbiledi qvetthrewi 

' ' .' ■.••)' •: ' • ' ' 

Ver. 36*. '■ and in a rock of diamond arm*d,] Com- 

pare P. Fletcht^, Furp.:(fi. C. x. ik. 15. . 

** His Tockie anm of mafiie pdamtU 
^ *^ Safely could back i«butt th« harMkbMfi'* Tdl>i>. 

Ver. 355. Adraraelech, and Afmadai,] Adramekch, Hebrew, 
ikigliSty^ magm/kevi kktg ; one df the rcfofs Of Sepharvaimv wor- 
ftii^^A by them in Samaria, when tninflktfed thither by Shalma- 
nefe^ ti Kingt'xVn. 31. AJmadai^ the ftj^f and de^r^finff angel 
Afmodeus, mentioned in Tobii iii. 8. Hume. 

Ver. 368p ^ through plate and mail.] Spenfdh, 

JPW/V Qtieofe^ i. vi. 43. 

** with their force they perft both plate andmail, 

** And made wide furrowfe in thci^ ftcVhes fVailc.'* ToDD. 

Vier. 371. Ariel, and Ariocb»] Ariek Hebrew^ tkt Hon ^ 
Oodf oTaJrong lump Arioch of the like figoificationt ujkru 
md terrHfk Hon* Hiri^E. ... 

' 4bid. ' t]}« Violence ' 

Oiaaniel] Virgiil, ^, xi. 376. ** FMenHa TwnL" 
Thai ia^ tba violenl Tumus bimfelL, Vnom. 

Ver. 372. Romkl} Hebrew, One that esaltshiinrelf againft 
God, Hirir«. 
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soeK vi« , KARADI8K LOST. m 

I mi^t iwlate t^ thoufiintbt and tfaor luuaes 
Eternise lieie 4A1 iaarth; Imt thofe deft 9j^4 
Ai^dftr imotonted with their, £uad ia Htatl^n/ 
Seek not the pofaiie of men: The otfaec feit 
In might tihou^h wonderous and in afts of Imr^ 
Nor of nnonm leia eager^ yet by doixm 
CanteU'd £rDm Heitven and &cred meafraiy^ 
Namdeis in dark oblivion let them dwedi 3M 
For ftrength from truth ^ided, and froaa jnl^ 
Dlaudable, nought niecits but diipraife 
And ignominy; yet to glory alpires 
Vain-gloriotis, and through infamy feeks fame: 
Therefore eternal iilence be their doonu ses 
And nowv their mightieft quelFd, the battle 
fwerv'd, 

Vev. 379« I mgkt relate cftioufimdst] Th«pMi h«re {niH 
mto the nibuth lof the «ngel tn excellent reafoo for not reklkig 
more particulars of this irft battle. It would have been improper 
on all accounts to have enlatged much more upon it ; btft It waa 
proper that the angel flioukl appear to know more than he chofii 
totirtatey or than the poet was able to make him relate. 

NbWtov, 

Ver. 982. Illaudable J Is ufed here much in the iame manner 
as ilkmdatui in Virgil^ Oeorg, iii. 5. 

■ ■' " Quis aut Euryfthea durum, 

** Aut illaudati nefcit Buiiridis arasT N|tWToir» 

. Ver. 386. He hattU fwer/dj Hefiod, 

'tktog.y.in. 'EKAIN0H ;i /»iix». TjlTM. 

8/wen>% from the Saxon/nperMih to w««der out of its phco; 
hete, by analogy, to bend, to ply; for in that cala an army in 
battle properly yvenwf,. RlCHA&peoir^ 

The word is ufed '\Xk the feme fenfe by Spenfer, taer. Qii. n «, 
$5. ** Who from hia MA\%Mreti nought aftde.*' Nawtoir, 
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'WIt&ffidny an itiroad ^*d; deStiKldtA nmt 
IBxi^r'd, and foulidiHoiKler; all 4;be grdund 
With ^Mv«r'd SLtmourJRfownJ afid otya hei^ 
Chatiat and^charioteer ky overtor^ 3$b 

jknd'fieiy^foainbg iltteds; whztitMfdj rHMiSd 
Oer- wearied, thtbugh the^fafa^ Sstamok haft 
Defenfimi^rafc^ or with pak fear im-pris'd. 
Then fii^ with fear ihipris'd^ and :&nie of pain. 
Fled ^bmimoi^, to inch evU breast ^ 395 
By fin of difobedifcnce; till thatlumr. 

But fee. t)i9 romance of. Don Be^diof, Par/; iii. c}i^ j39« e4iU ito^ 
bl. !• s, *d.' *' By this time the battel began to fwerve on the princefs, 
Floreza's paf t^** It has been mentioned to me bj- a crftick of Ai 
TiKpft icive^ig^tioh as a doQ}it« Aether Mii!i$i :w9S fmdebt<^ to 
this romance in refpe^ to his deic.ription of the wfemal doort^ 
grating harjh thunder on their hinges j P. L. B. it. S81. Becaufe 
no copy of this romance had been feen or heard of by this gentle- 
imn, 4ft^r mugh i)«iuifyv with |^ data prior to the puUication of 
SaraJife Loft.. In Dr« F^rai^*4rC»Ul{0gMe, however, there b ft 
^yi ilPpv* by Alfop in l65Q. ^^l h^ve feen atfp tkt fecund poT'tt 
qf thii jcpmance, printed in l66^ which. is jQ.«LQr4. Stafford's 
I4hrary,- \t is no longidr to be 4oi^d« therefor^i, th#t tbe £D|s^ib- 
tranilatioQr of th^^rt^raance f rec^d.MiltOB'^ pofifQlfeveml yeiurK* 
SeQtbeQote> B. ii. 881. Todd. 

Vef . '^i , ^ ^ ■ ■■ ■ Vihatftqod^ recoiPd &:c.] Tha con- 

firodion has occafioned fome liifficulty her^ but if may be tbqa. 
explicated. What ^ood is the nominative.<»fe in the fenteBce, 
and the verbs are receitd andjkd. It woulii indeed be a. contra* 
didion to fay that whatjiood their ground, Jled; but that is not 
the 'meaning of hywhatjtoqd is put in oppofition to what tag otfer^ 
tum'd in the precedihglihe. Part of the'Satanick'hoft Ihy aver- 
tur»'d} and. that pari nsbich w^tasoot ov^ctum'd^ but liept bn th^r 
feet^ .'ondjiood^ eitberrgav^way »nd rjtCHTd it'et^^wiaried, or, mUk 
folefear furpris'df Jled ignommoui. Ms wtok. . 

Yen 396. tUl ih^ hour fcc] Iifeenwavery 

e}((r|ia{dij]yaiy drcttmfiaufa.atU9idii]|g a b4tti% that, not only nona 
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Not liaUK>fonfe»Vidr>di^V ^fihb^'- -:(• o./miI 
Far otherwkfetlie inviolaibleSahtB, -• ' f»fA 
In cubick ^alMiic fii«i; «dv»ic^<<aitnir, -^ ''->■*' f 
lBidiIiiibiaMe,initpeneCKA)Ij am ' -> ' ; t^o^ 
Sttch high adv^tHCi^^'tlfctrjinbiecenoec i'>:. W'..". 

<Bate^them>ib<yv'eltheiTib«9B;iaiid:td'bave^^ 
Nottohaw'tlifol^7^;:i&fightitiie7AD6dr > 
Unwearie<V''tuio)>noiiou0't& bepun'd ■' >^. 
Bf wimndpthisogh fieova jdidr 'j^laiae hj Tioleit6& 
mov d. 405 

NowNi^thei^couKfe l>egan^ and, overHeaveiv 

of the wafxtairs'on either ^dt' were ^oapable of death by wound^ 
Vut on one, fide none we|re. cap^le |)f wouod^ or even of pain. 
This was a very great advantage oh the fide of the good Apgels ; 
but we raufl fuppofe that the rebel Angels did not know their own 
weaknefs ^f2^ jt^w ^r* M^wtqn. 

Yer. 399- in cubkk phaUfiurJfrmf} Iq (Irianefs of fpeech, to 
Iiav^ been cMck, it mqft have been as high, as it is broad, at 
Pr. Bentley juiUy obferves. But why moft a poet's mind, fub- 
limed as Milton^s was on this occafion, be expeded to attend to 
every circuniUnce of an epithet ipade ufe of? He nieaot four 
fqware only, having that property of a ctik to be equal in length 
on all fides. And fo he exprelfes himielf in his trad called Tke 
Reafott of Church Gofcenment &c. p. 816, edit. Tolandv '' J$ 
thofc fmaUer JquMreM'm battle tmitOf m ene great cii^, the nmm^ 
phaioHXy on emblem ofir^h tfudM^^s^Jk." To be fare, Milton's 
cMeky though not ftci^y proper, is better than the epithet 
mordro/. (which the Do^r would giye us in the room of it) be-^ 
caufe a phalanx in battle could not be otherwife than martial; antl 
fo clofely uQited ai> idea coulfl not, b^tY^ &oy beauty pr force here,, 
- P£4RC^- ^ 

Ver. 405. ^j though from their jlace by violence mqo%^ 

This circumftanceis jiadicioudy addpd t9 p^epar^ the reader for 
what happens in the next fight.* ^Jewton. 

Ver, ♦Q6,r J^ ifig¥ h^r awifft l^gmf (md^ o|:cn^e«nw 
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400 BftfOD^Bl^xiir; smk n. 

Inducing dartnrife gtrfteftd trgocloaforfil^ 

And lilence on tite odbtis diA of Mnan 

IJnder hcsr db><idif corvicrfc bot^ 

Vidor and variqinih'di i;>n theibvghMiifiddiiai 

Michael iUQtd-his Angds' prcTatent 

EfWiimi^ifig; |>iiK^d in giiatrd their ¥^^ 

Cheriibick ^ovin^ fires: : On the other part» 

SataA with Ins rebeUsous dt&ppcau/d«: 

Par in the dail: diiloc^'d; and« tmd p£^^^ 4t« 

, . Inducing darhnrfiy grateful trjtce tmpQs'd^'] Tht 
ttine witli TaflTo on a like occafion, Gien Lib. C. xt. fi, 18. 
** Sin che fe nuova tregua ^ la fetica ^ 
**l& cheta Qottie, e del ripofo amiea." THYsa* 

Ver. 407. Inducing dat^tufi^'] He feems here to have copied 
Horace, Sai, L v. 9. 

; — " Jam nor inducers terris 

** Umbras, et ceelo diffundere figna parabat,** Newtoit. • 

Ver. 4 JO. ^ on the foughten Jieli] Dr. Lowth 

^jeds to this participle as not agreeable to the analogy of deri- 
vation, which obtains in irregular verbs in ght. Milton adopted 
it from preceding poetsl Thus Shakfpeare, K, JR. V. 

'* As in this glorious and y^tW-foughten field." 
And DrayCoD, Foljfolb, Song xii. 

'' In feven hmstfimgkten fields-^" 
^^iid BeaomoQt and Fktcher, Lmmtf dmdy^ A, iii. S. i* 

^ the fad fports we riot in ' 

''Are tales of /oifgiHeiiMda.*' To1>d. 

Ver: 41 3, Ckervbkk'waxing fires :^ Their watches wer« We- 
rvibick waomg firtt^ that is, Cherabim like fires waving ; the 
Cherubim being defcribed by our author, agreeably to Scnptur% 
as of « £ery fubftaace and nature. Mswroir. 

Ver, 415. and^ void qf refi^ 

Hii pottntatei to eotmal caltd by night :] So Agv- 
aaeranon, the Grecians being defeated by He^or, calls a counci 
of the (iriiKis tod ^narab by ntgfaft^ JHai ix. Nbwtov. 
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Hiii pdtentiitra toomnml i»\H l^y. w|^k 
ibxdtaibrmklAthusiifidiis^^ , ^ 

• O nofw* ip dengtr tric4 now 

liottobecw^rpairo^UCoe^^ :. , 

Found worthy not of liberty alone,. , . 4» 
ToomMtt pr rtqool but whit lire <pqbb >^#; ^ 
Honour^ dominion, glory/ doAfenoffTa;. ! 

Who hate ftiflain'd one dajiQdcm1^1%^^ ' 
^Andlf one day; why not etemal.daysi) 
What Heave&sLord had pflwerfulleft to fend 4f^ 
Againft ns iroin about his thronei and judged 
Sufficient to iiibdiie u» to his wiU^ 
fiut proves not ib: Then &llible^ it &ems, 

Ver. 418. now in dmger tritdj &c.] This fpeech of Satan 
is very artful. He flatters their pride and tanity, and avaib hiai» 
MS of the only comfort that c<mld ba drawn frt n^ this day)i 
en^ligemeDt (thoagb it was a blfe comfort) th^t God was neithY 
fo powerful nor wife aa he was taken to be. He was forced to 
acknowledge, that they had fuffered fume \q^ and pain, hot eii- 
deatonrs to lefien it as much as he can, and attributes at not to 
the true caufe» but to their want of better arms and armour 
with which he therefojje propofes that they (hould prbvide thetiF- 
foives in order both to defend themfelves and annoy their enemies. 

NawToif. 

The £ve lines, in which the fpeech opens, are iplendidly mag* 
Hificenu lafiead of confidering the laagui^e here ufed as aflumed 
by Satan '' to flatter the pride and vanity of bis folio wer||f thej^ 
may be appreciated as ferving eminently to mark his own cha- 
rader, as more generally drawn by the poet in the cour(e of thi^ 
poem; the great feaitureB of which are unbounded ambition, and 
iindauhted refolution, ftiU proudly hoping^ and ftill daringly con* 
tending, even itTtbe midfl of adverflties. DcrKSTBR. 

Ver. 422. HwQWTf'i Milton here means by ioaoiir that >rbiG]| 
ariffs from high titles. Psi^KCX. 
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Of flitiit\i;we ibky 4itimrtiim, tfaeci|^f tiM now- 

(Sbmef^iiadTahtage Wtffidtir'dand C/43i 

Till now nM known^ but^ iaiawn, as £tkm eoin 
^^ temnd; ' < .. > i' ' -* : . ,-, ^ 

Since iiow 'we'find tbis^ oat Tuapyral fonn 
Incapable rffttifertatiigtiiy, r r ^ ' ; , r 
ImperiAbble/and, t})ofligh pierced widi woiind. 
Soon cldfihg, and by^ native vigour healU 4ii 
tM" evil then fofmall^difytfiink . 
The* ifemeAy ; perhaps more valid arms. 
Weapons more virfent/ when next we meet^ 
May fefve to better ns, and worfe ourfoes^ 4«o 
Or equal what, between us made the odds. 
In fnatuiie none: If other hidden caufe 
Left them fiipcriour, while we can preferve . 
Unhurt ourininds, arid underftanding founds. 
Due fearcb and coniiiltatipn will difcloie. 445 

He ikt; and in the aflembly next upfiood 
Nifrocb, of Principalities the prime; 

Ver. 431. — '• — and pain. 

Till now not known, but, known^ as/wm contemned; 
' Since now voejmd &c.] Prometlieiislo like msiiner 
comforts' and confirm^ himfelf againft Ja^ter*^ threats^ 2SJkkkjL 
Prm. Vina. v. 93«. ' ' * .< 

Ver. 447. Ni/rock,'] A god of the Afiyrians, in whofe temple 
Sennacherib was killed by his two fons, ii Kingi xix. 37. It is 
not kaown who this deity was. He muft have been a principal 
idol, being wodhipped by fo great a prince, and at the capital 
city Nineveh; which may juftify Milton in calling him (f Prmd" 
paliiiei tkc prime. Newtok. 
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A8 0«eliefk«idcfcap*d^froa>icnii '< 

SoiiBi^'d^ htt liyeiranns^toIlmYock bewn/ 
J^dclod^yinflU^eAttiusaiifwenng^p^ 4n 

Deliyfrer fiom new Lcnnds^^ leader to free ' 
£njo}rment gf bur< right as Gods; . j:et hard / 
For Gods, and too ungual work we find, 
AgjbinA imeqaal arms to fight in pain, 454 

AgaJHft unjlain'd^; impafiiYe; from whicl^ evil ^ 
liuin muil needs eniue; for what avails 
Yalourorffareogth,; though matchkfs^queird with 
• V pain;' •• -r [• ' . ! 

Which all fubdues, and makes remiis the hands 
Of m^htiefiiB 1 S&i& of pleaAnre Yf e may well 
Spare lout of: fife perhaps; r^asid not nepine, ifioi 
But'Uv^eiiontenty which is ther calmeft lifei ' 
But pain is perfei^ miiery, the worft 
Of e1fj3^;andi exceflGiye, overturns 
All patienoe. « He» who therefore. can invent 
With what more forcible we may ofiend 464 
Our yet unwounded enemies, or arm 
Ourfelves wit^i Kke defence to me deferves 



Vcr. 462- the worfi 

Of enli^] Nifroch is made to talk agreeably to 
tli« fentiraents of Hieroaymus and thofe philofopfaers, who mala* 
laiiwd that fNMn mm the greatea of evils ; there might be a pofli* 
fasfity of living 'without pleafiire^ but there was do living in pain. 
A notion fuitabfe'enoo^h to a> deity of the efibminate Aflyrians* 

Newtok, 

Ver. 4/Bff ■' H -v to me de/erves 

No kfs ikanffifT deUvermice whtU ve owe.] Nifroch 
is fpaaking; he |iad con^meoted SaUQ (ver. 451;) with the title 
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No leis than for ddirerance what weov^ 

Wbereto with look compoe'd Satan Milled. 
Kot uninyented that> whidli thou aright 4;d 
Believ*ft £> main to our fnccefa, I brii^. 
Which of 13S who beholds the bright hs&LCC 
Of this^ ethereous mould whereon we flaiid. 
This contineqt of ipacioua HeaTeo^ adom'd 
With plants fruity flower ambcofial^ geBte^ and 

gold; • 47t 

Wbrtfe eye fo fiiperficially iunreys 
Thefe things, as not to mind from whence they 

grow 
Beep under grou&d, materials dark and cmd^ 
Of fpiritous and Ifiery ipum^ till toudi'4 
With Heayens ray, a^ temper*^ ^^ ihoot 

forth 460 

So beauteous^ opening to the ambient li^t? 
Tkcfe in their ^k natiyi^ the deep 

r 

of DeUoercr; here he ventures to fay that Wk^tur ondd vmtn^ 
tie neto engine of XDor wotdd be equal to him in Us ejiimatiom* MiltoQ 
has taken care that this deliverer (hould alfo have this merit, and 
be without a competitor; Satan is both the one and the other as it 
follows in^mediately. Richardsok. 

Yen 472. Which of us who bthoUs the bright furfice] Swrfiu» 
i» to be read with the accent on the iMft fyllable. The conlbiiaiim 
4ii this fentence is» *' Which of us who bcholda Sst.^ b f«|M> 
Ikially furveys thefe things:"' But, as the nominattve oafe H^kki 
^ us is mentioned fo many lines before the verbyiinMyt, he throws 
inanothernominativecafe, Whofeeyej y.476* NawToy* 

Ver. 482. ■ the ietf\ It is commonly 

nfed for Hell^ but here is only oppoied tofmfoM^ v. 472; and it 
-Ac fame as deep trndtr gramd^ v. 478 ; w|rick ma^ likewife cxplaia 
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SlliUj7Jid4 D$j pregna^ with infernal ^me; ; 
S^ch, int^;\k<j^\ow engines^ long and rounds 

tlie word ii^ermd in- the ncoct. line. Not bat infamai fiimt oi«y 
mean 9$roe like that of fieli, .Hell having been frequently n^i>- 
tjoned. before by the Angels, and the i^ea being very well known. 

^-" ^ ' • ' /■-••• • '• • ' •• ■• 'NkrwTOir* - 

Vcn 4S4. Which;- iitd hollow engihei, ^-cl] WKch, thdt rt, 
the9MMJal!i,.T^4li7d; T^thedeepibaUyield i^i, v.48S^ BpUim, 
oi^^yie^ gr^gu^;^jt^ firil inception .of. which is very properly 
attributed .to the autho;* of all' evil. Afioflo has defcribed them 
in the fame mannt^f, Or/. Ar; C. ix. ft. 28 rand attrihutiM :^ ir^ 
ts^iiaii';U> the'DeiTik , St>en&r has the fafaie thought, . ia<ri|^ 
QHfitrn^ i. vii. ia. 

• * **^ As .when that d^eliih yron engiq, .wrought 
" In deepeft hell, and fraro'd by furies (kill, 
** With windy nitre and quick fulphur fraught, • - 

? Aiui iMn'd: with, bullet rowfly.&c.'' ^&w<roK« ', ; 

« See. alfe Ajayteii^s defcriptkui in the/ejghteentl^ l^pg of hi) 
l^^o/^iofi, ed.foL ]622. 

'< What time (I tbinke tfi Ml) thMi it^rmnent deMd^ 

^* The firil appeared in France, as a prodigious birth 

** To plague ike wretched world, fent from the envious earth/' 

B^ tin*! way, it may amnfe the curious reader to ^e HamgioiiV 
feniailcs on the intention of cannon, at the end of h» tranilatioMi 
of theiilnth and ekventh books of ArioAo, edit. l607. '' Of tbcC 
innention of gunnes Ariofto affirmethtn a manner that they werer 
indented in G&frtonie. And fo I haue read, that the firft^ time 
Aey were vfecl was in the yeare 1391; In the Venetians war againfir 
timOenoefe; but -ie is mamell that the inuentors name «f ib 
monfh'oij^ a thin^ is not knowne. Hacon, the' glaat fingiiih ne«* 
^romancer, wrote many yeares before that tiaeie, that he knew 
Kow to make an engtn, that, with fall peter and brimftooe weL* 
tampered together^ thould proue ootable-for batterie,: but he faidi 
%e^ vmkt QM difooi^r ft, Sgtr, feare it would be a meane ^g dej^nf 
aH.jnnJcimd^. yii^I-ha^b a verle in the .Jftxt of the iEneado^^ 
which myfelfe have wondered at many times^ to fee l^ow.pUinely. 
vw. III. X 



Digitized by 



Google 



3M PARTIS KLOSr. MDttWi 

Thick ram tx/di at the otherboKWi&tovdbcoiflite 
DaatedatKl inornate, Ihanii^^foFth 4Bi 

From far, with thundering noife, among our foes 
$«ch imj^lements of mifehief, aSiihiall daih 
Td pieces, and o'erwheltn whatever flands 
Adveife^ that they ihall fear we have diiarm*d 490 
The Tbiindener of his only dreaded holt 
Nor loi:^ fliail be our labour; yet ere dawii, 
B^SmS: Ihall end our wiflt Mean tdiile retit«; 
Abandon &ar; tp ftr^igtli and coun&l join'd. 
Thitik nothing haid^ much 1^ to be de^MuarU 490 
He endedi and his words their drooping cheei^ 
Enlightened, and their languiih'd hope reviy d 
The invention ail admir*d, and each, how he 
To be the inveiiter mtftU; ib eaiy it ftenf d 
Ohcefound, which yet unftnmd nkoft wovildhate 
thought sod 

Impoflible: Tet, haply, pf thy race 

*r * 

it OTy rtffrtt At qiMditie of a peece of Ord^Moce* He tdknii 
llMtotieS«lmoneai, agyaot, had an ei^D of warr»t* ^vith wluck 
1m iiaHated lii|0teft thwdor and ligbtning.: And furdj this be 
would, nbt Itflue fMUod, bet' that he heard of fpme foch thi|^ 
Theirerfii it lhi% IhmJImmaM Jam ti fomtui miiaiur Olgm/L 
Aine of oiir.te lianelM jpiep te^L vs, thai they of Ci^had via 
«C peetee.^nao lb(mCMidf of yaam, which licoahl ha wilUiv.ta 
credk, faai that thiqr 9U9 te|l of the neords there fince befoia 
Adaa't ereaiioiifliilpy yeavet.^--^That guns were the demts n- 
vtttHmt wpptaat to bivva ktm thao|Mnbn of other perfoat, )l)^fidea. 
ihatK>ets. SeeGi^ey'f )}0et.oaShakfp^9ue,.voLi«3S9. Toaxu 

Ter. 4Stf. -= — « — * ffffMkt^i ImportM^ Ibdleve^ 

Uf Milton from the Itbliliii UifMaH^ an qpithcl iH this p|Mi^ a*^ 
irtirehty appfopriate. Dv Vina. 
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In future dkyi, if ihalke £(HiM aftotUMi, 
Somie olie intent oh linichidfi oi^ inf|rir*d 
With deviKfli macliination, th^t devife 
Like inilrument to plague the fons of ratfL sod 
For fin, on #*r and mutual daughter b^^ 
Forthwith frott cbtincil to the work they fl«r^; 
K^n^ aigtdi^ ftood; Innumc^rable fiafidif * - 
Were ready; in a moment up they tum*4 
Wide the celeitial ibil, and ikw beneath 5io 
The originals of nature in their crude 
Conception; iulphurous and nitrousi foa^. 
They founds they mingled^ and, with fubtle art. 



Ver. 509. InfiUureda^iykcl This fpeaking in the fpirit 
of pro{rfMcy, adds great dignity to poetry. It is in the fiune fpirit 
that Dido makes the imprecation, Virg. ^n. iv. 6^5. ** f^oriare 
aliquis ^c.'* This, here, very properly comes from the mouth 
of an AngeL Nbwtov. 

Ver. 50r. Por)faMyroH»colnwiI^»Me«wr|piAf)r.;falr;] This 
and the two foliowtog Knetare admirably contciyed tp eqprpft die 
hufiy tf .ite An^dl; and conftft therefore of Oion periods^ with- 
•«l My-funicltti to conned them. Nbwtov. 

Ver. 512. — — ^ Jt^hurout' and nitraiu foam 

Tkey founds ikej mingled, &c.] See the quotation 
from Spenfer, in the note on v. 484. Valvafone's poem onfthe Wai^ 
of Heaven has been mentioned, in the note on B. v. 689> and in 
the Conj^fiures on the Origin of Paradtfe Loi!^ where Mr. Mayley 
noticei th^ fiimiliarity of Mitton with this work. He has tranfcnbed 
from U the following verfe^, as they affign to the Infernal Powers 
the hdventioa of attiUary, a&id eiOiihit leveral minute circam- 
ia the dofcriptioiiy with which Miiton appears to hav4 



^ HifiMirOf e di ieffo ofbura polve 
** CiMk altro mfirro caicb ; e poi la tocdi 
X2 
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Concoded and adiii]3ed th^y reduc'd' ♦. r 

To blaqkeii: grain, and into ftore convey'd: 5i$ 
Fart hidden veins digg'd up (nor hath this eartb 
^PatijEub unlike) of mineral and {tone, * .' ) 
'Whereof to found their engines and tHeir balls 
Of miilive; ruin; part inc^ntiye reed . 
Provide pernicious, with one toudi tp fire^, m 

^* Dietro col foco, e in focb la rifolve : • 
3 ^*6ndtJ?dgqfotuonfMiofcdcca: * 

** Scocda < lampeggia^ c'vna paila vokCf 
** Alcuifcontro ogni duro arde e trabocea : . 
** CrwT e 'ifaeita^ ch*' imitar s' attbhta 

u ** V AUKS CriE 'L tOllMO DiO DA t ClMUO AVMTA* 

" L' Angelorio, quando a concorrer forfe 
. *\ Dt faper, di bellcssui.. e di poflaiiza 
" Con r etemo fattor, perche s* accorfe 
' *^ Quell* arme non aver, ch' ogni arine avanza, 

*' L* anpip ordigno a compor V miimo torfiy 
' ** Ckeferir puo deljblgoreafembianza : 
** B con quefio a* di mfivi horrido in terra 
"" Tinamo^wnmadifolgon ogmgverrti/^ TopB* 

^ Ver. Sl€; • ' ' ^ ' (mt had tkUearik 

Bnirdils unlike) of minerol mtdjtmie^] Dr. Bentlegr 
has carried on the tnark of pareflthefis to tlie end oi tile i»rfe) 
but it^ihould be placed after tmUke : and the /oik may have been 
^icntioned here as what they ufed for IniUs, That ftone-buUets 
have been in ufe, fee Chambers's Univ. Did. in CamuM* Or, 
Milton by the. ward J?one here would exprefs more diftindly that 
the .metaly of which they made their engines and ballif waa en- 
clofed in^ and mixed wiihj a ftpny fubfiance in the mine« S«e 
Pureliere.*s French Dictionary upon thp word Mineral, Pxarcs. 

• Ver, ?5!80. ■ pernicions}. The inoeniive reed is in- 
deed ;wfiiicioi»^ the enginesand halis do no nufiBhieftiUtoscM 
by that j but probably pernicious is not to be underiiobd faere.ia 
the common acceptatioa, but in the feiif^ of the Lsoin.pef^iSp 
quick, ipeedy^^&c. Njbwtoh. ; ' .. 
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So all ere day-fpring, under conlcious night/ • 
Secret they finifh'd, and in order fet, 
With filent circumfpeAion, unelpied. *- 

Now whenfair mom orient in Heaven appear d; ) 
Up rofe the vicftor-Angels, and to arms 51^5 
The matin trumpet lung: In arms they flood ♦ 
Of golden panoply, refulgent hoft "^^ 

Soon banded ; others from the dawning hiHs 
Look round, and fcouts each coaft lighft-armed 
icour, 



^ Ver. 521. -^ imder confcious nighty] Ovid, 

JUti. xiii. 15. ** Quorum nox canfcia fob eft/' Huvk. . . . i 

Ver. 534* Now when fair morn orient &c.3 So^ in Beaumont 
and Fletcher, Lirt^$ Progrefsy A. iii. S. i,. ^ 

** The orient morning breaking out in odours," Teon^ 

« 

Ver. 5^5. ■ ■ ■ to arms 

The matin trumpet fung :] So Taifo, literally the 
fame, Gjer. Lib. C. ». ft. 19. 

** Quando d cantar la mattutina tromba 
** Comincia d r arme,** Thter. 

Ver. 527. — — panoply,] Armour from head. 4o foot ^ 
lia$mxU, Greek, armour at all points. Hume. «. o~ 

This word had been before employed by Milton's friend, Henry 
More, *the great Platonift, in his Song of the Soul^ 1642.. .Part i. 

'^ Pn perfed (liver glifteringi^afiop/y , •/ 

" They ride, the army of the higheft Gpd.*' Todd. 

. Ver. 538. -^ others from ihe daanmgkiUs] Thn^e^ 

thet is ufaally applied to the Ugkty but here .very poetically tadw ^' 
mUj the dawn firft appearing over them, and 'thfiy feeming'Ab 
bring the rifing dfiy ; as the evening-ftar is iaid likewife firft XQ^f^ 
pear (» itff ib7/-rop, B. viii. 520. ^ewxok. ' .^r 
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Wheps lod^*d; or wbithi^r^fledt or if for figl|t» 
In motion or io Ib^lt : Him torn tbey met 
|(Jiid^ ^T^ CD%n8 inoyiog nigfa, in flow 
Put fir/o Ibat^lipni baok: with ^eedidl £iU 
^pbid^ of C9ierul)Mn tlxis fwiftefl wii^ 435 
Can^e flyings ap^ mi midair aloud thus cried 
^m, Wj^jrnou^ ariii for %ht; theffteat 
hundi 
WhoB) fled wp thoiijght^ will iave us long purluit 
'JThis day; fear not his flight; ib thiqlf: a cloud 
He .conies^ juntd iettkd in his face! fe^s mo 
jii^d )tefol]i^tioo^ and lecure; liPt each 

This fpaiech of Zophiel's feems formed upon a paOTage or two iQ 
|he fourth ^ok of Silius Italicus, Pun. BeU. y. 9$. 

'< Arm^, vjri^ capite aripa, viri; duy ioAal qt^rqq^ 

.'^ An^bpbus yelo^ virtus, fitc.*^ 
4gWD, V. 94. 

- ' ♦ . -.^- ' J ^ ** commptp doicqenint pulv/erp nofaes 

^* HoAem ferre graduiq.'^ 

fCoufHHd alfo Taflb, G^r. poirf, L, iv, A, 19. 

- ■ ■ . *^ ogn* qn s' afretti ; e 1' armc hor prenda^ 
^ Ecco H i>emico e qii^: mira 1$ polye, 
^Che Qe V ofcura Debbia il cielo invojvie/* Bowlie* 
Vtar. 5S9. ,> . ■ ^ 1 .^. . . .li J. fo tUck 1^ cloud 

He coMefJ This meUphar is lyAial in al) laogoages 
|l»f!fpfefs $ great m!B)tit|BdiB; as in Heb. xii. 1. ' *^ A tUmfoi 
tiftHRvi/' ID HoniPF, 72, in 274. MMOZ tr^Sr^ and in fiIp^ 
#1. wip. 7». '^ JyiWP» pedijwn." W»WT W. 

?6r. 541* SadJ «jrerf, >/^y fpfpl^^tioIl. j^^ in Ch%ijw, 
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ifift iidAiQRiitine otat gird well «iA-^^ 
Fit well his lielm> gripe &ft his xahtd MtM, 
Boneeven or tugl^; for this day will pmriiowii. 
If I conjeAwe anghtt no driszliog ihowier, M5 
B^t rattling ftorm of arrowB barbVl witfi Ave. 
Sowain'dhethem^wafe them^Tcs^attdfcon 
In order, qwt of all impodiment ; 
Infiaat 'Without diftixrb they took a]arai» 

** And Am 9jfiiie and coofaBt as a vail/' 
This afage qf yiuf is frequaot m Speofar. Toiio« 

Yen S4K kteeek 

Hit adamantine coat gird weii, &c.] This is 
plainly copied from Agameronon^s diredions in Homer, lUad ii« 
388. NtwTov. 

* Tke phrafe *^ bis adoMaa^ise ««a/»^ is probably from Horace, 
04.1.^. IS. ''Mta^mtmiedtt&^miidttmmUin4i^' mhi€kik^ 
aatkor of Thejirjtfort ^ the TragicaU Raigne qfSdwm in U9* 
bad alfo m view : 

^-^'^ Man, arm'd in bis odammtine ooaf, dec.'' Todd. 

Vcr. 545. ■ ' A^t,! Fenton fNx>pofes to read, 

« If I conjsdure tight:' Todd. 

Ver. 546. ■ ■ ■ barb'd witb fire.] Bearded, 

beaded, witb fire. Of the French barbey and the Latip barbae a 
beard, u Mr. Hume remarks. The expreffion occun in Sylvefter's 
bu Bartas, P. i. D. a« W. 2« ^ Thy barbed daft &c.'' Todd. . 

' Ver. 547. So wmCd hi thenn^ aware tkeaifdoe$y] From Lit- 
aretiiiB probably, as Mr. Wekefield has obfenred, lib. iii. 1059.- 
** Admonait memorem-*-" Todd. 

Ver. 548, ■ ^ rf att impediment;] The car- 

4itg0S and beggige of an army were called in Latin ki^fedimeaia: 
And thegoodangekareherefaid tobe^^o^aOMipei&adll,'^ 
ill opposition to the others .iacombered witfaiheir heavy artillery. 

Nbwtov. 
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m9^ PARADISE ''IX3sm >iio<Htni 

Andoiiwardraovdetnbattled: Wtienbeholdli^ 
Not diftant fer with heavy price the foe 
^pproBchiDg grofs and huge> in hollow ciibe 
liVainiiig his devililh enginery, impal'd ■ -'- 
On every fide with ihadowing fquadronsdeep, 
<To bide the fraud. At interview both flood 555 
A while ; but fuddenly at head appear d 
Satan, ^^and thus Wa\ heard commanding locuL . 
Vanguard, to right and left the front unfold; 
That all may lee who hate us, how we feek 
Peace and-cempofiire, and with open breaft 560 
Stand ready to receive them, if they like 
Ojir overture; and turn not back perverfe : 
^ut that I doubt; however witneft. Heaven!. 
Heaven, wituefe thou anon ! while we difchaige 
Freely our part : ye, who appointed ftand 565 
Do as you have in charge, and briefly touch ^ . 
What we propound, and loud that all may hear ! 

Sq fcpffing in ambiguous w^ords, be fcarce 

■ » 

Ver. 553. TrairiHig] Dinming in troin^ Ifo» the term» ttm 
'OfftrtiUny- Newton. 

Ibid. '■ > impaVdJ Surrmndtd, encir' 

cled. So, in his Hijt. ofEng. B. n. •* The legionaries flood thick 
Ni'.order, impaled witb light-armed^ the' horfe on either wiAg.'* 
.See alfp before, B. ii. |S47> ^f impaVd with circling fire/' Tood; 

Ver, 56s, Sofctffingin ambiguous uords, &c.] 'Wc cannot 
|)rBteud*en(irely to jfifbiy this pvrtniffg fcene : But we (hould cod- 
fider, that there is very littk of this kind of wit any where in tfa« 
^.oem but iri this place; and in this we may fuppofe Milton te 
have(«iQrificed.tQ the I^Oe of his tinwBy when puna were better re> 
Ji^d . th^it they are at prefenf in the learned world ; and I 
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€fed endetf; "vrhen to tight and left the froiit ' 
G&i'wded, and to either flank retir d : 570 

'Which to our eyes dilcover d, new and ftrange; 
A triple.nionhtdd row- of pillars laid 
On wheels (for like to pillars moft they feem'd, 
( ^ ' ' • ■ • 

Jcriow not wketber we are not grown too delicate .and faftidioa's 

in this particular. It is certain the Ancients pradifed them more 

both in their converfation, and in their writings ;. and Ariftotle 

•recommemk them in his book of Rhetorick, and likewifc Cicero 

-in his .treatile of Oratory; and if we fliould condemn them ab(o- 

lutely, we muft condemn half of the good faying^ of the greaVeft 

•wits of Greece and Home. They are lef» proper indeed in ferJons 

■works, and not at all becoming the roajefty of an epick poem ; 

but our author feems to have been betrayed into this excefs, itt 

•great meafure, by his love and admiration of Homer. For this 

account of the Angeb jeding and infulting one another, is not 

itnlike fome palTages in the l6th book of the Iliad, iEoeas 

throws afpearat Meriohes; and he, artfully avoiding it, ^neas 

jcfls iipon his dancing^ the Cretans (the countrymen of Meriones) 

being famous dancers. A little afterwards in the fame boak> 

Pat rectus kills Hedor's charioteer, who falls headlong from the 

chariot, upon which Patroclus infults him for feveral lines tog&f 

ther upon his fkill in diving, and fays that, if he was at fea, be 

might catch excellent oyflers. Milton's jefts cannot be lower 

end more trivial than thefe; but if he is like Homer in his 

^ultSy let it be remembered that he is like him in his beauties 

too. And Mr. Thyer further obferves, that Milton is the lefs 

40 ^ be blamed for this punning fcene, when one confiders the 

eharadhsrs of the fpeakers ; fuch kind of infulting wit being moft 

peculiar to proud contemptuous Spirits. N£wtok. 

This punning fcene has been much cenfured. Yet.it (hould be 
confidered, that there is a great difierence betwixt the delicacy 
of Attick wit, and the proud malignant fcoffing of devils. Good* 
homour and p^fantry do not agree with the character of Satan. 
And, when Belial imitates him in v. 621, where the raillery is fo 
coiapfe, is it not juft that his malice and impiety (hould be repre^ 
fented greater than bis wit ? Gillies. 
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314 ?A^ADim uoaer. 

Of lio)loV4 iKidiesinade of Mk er ^, An 
iWith branc)ifid lopt, in wqedxMr moitntwiii^Vb) 
Bia&^ irof)^ i^y fpould, had not diebr nootks 
With hideqtts cnificfe gap'd on us wide. 
Portending hollow truce: At eadi behind 
A Seraph flood, and in his hand a reed §79 
8tood waving tipt with fire; while we^ fiiipenib 



Ver. 574. Or kplk^dbodiet &c.] We maft oareAiUy pitt* 
ferve the parenthefis here, as Milton UmMf has pot it. The 
CpnAniakm then will be, '< JVhkk to tmr eya ^^/tapa^d a trifk 
rm ^ pUlars laid om nAeeb, of brafi^ Mrom^ Jtmif mtmU or fnb- 
fiaac^ kid nci their mouth gajj^d nMfe, and (bow'd that tbtjr 
wepe not pillars;" the intermediate words contaaaing a tealbii 
wby he called them jnllan (far Ukt to filhttt mqfi tkeyjhem^d or 
koUow*d bodiei &c.) being included in a.parenthefis. Nbwtov. 

Ver. 576. ————— mould,] Mould here fignifies 
fubflance as in B. ii. 355* But Dr. Bentley by reading c^ta 
mould changes the fenfe of it to one of a very difiecent nature. 
By this emendation (he fays) he has rid the poem oifione €0uum : 
but fuch cannon have been heard of elfewherci and are now to be 
ften (I think) at Delft in Holland. Whether they ever were, or 
could have' been ufed in war, may be queftioned : but it is proba* 
Me that Milton, by feeing fucb^oae cannon in foreign coun- 
tries, was led to mention them here as part of Satan's artil- 
lery. PeaiiIce. 

We read before that thefe Angels digged up mm if mmeru l orni 
JtonCt ver. 5i7 ; and that may account for the brqftf trsH, Jtoug 
fubftance here. Newtok. 

• Ver. 578. Portending koUaw fnrce:] Here Raphael himfelf 
caanot help continuing the pun. Newtoit. 

Ver. 850. Stood] This rouft cert^nly be an errour of Ae 
prefs, occafioned hyjlood in the line befbrey or in the line follow- 
ing; but then it is a wonder that Milton 4id not corred it in his 
fepond edition, Dr, Bentlejf reads 
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MOKyi. PARAPISE IX)ST. Uft 

Collei^ doQid mtbin our thotigbts aiiitn!^, 
TSfot lot^ ; ^ fiid^ni all «t coioe thetr reedt 

With mc€^ toueh. . .Immediate in a fljune. 
But iifwk ob&urVl with fmoke^ all Heaveh ap« 

pewrU «• 

From thoiedee[Hthroated engines b^^^'d^ whofe 
roar 



-<^ tod in his baud a reed 



** Held waving tipt with fire;" 

and we (hould fubftitute fome fuch word as this, as it m^kes bet- 
ter fenfe, as wril as avoids the repetirion of ^aod three tines fo 
near together. Nbwtom. 

Yen 584, Immediate m a Jiame, &c.] Com« 

pare the difcharge of cannon, in Araofto, Orl^ Fur. C. ix. ft. 73. 
** Dietro lampeggia a guifa di bateno ; ^ 

** Dinanzi fcoppia, e manda iri aria tl tuono; 
'^ Treman le mura, e fotto i pi^ il terrene; 
** II del rimbomba al paventofo fuono : 
** V ardente ftral, che fpezxa, e ventr meno 
*' Fa c\6, che incontra, e a neflun 6k perdono, 
" Sibila^ e ftride." 
And in I>rajton's Fol^oUnon^ the difcharge of cannon ** violently 
fliakep the earth*s wtroyks^'* S. xxii. Todd. 

Ver. 5B6. ■ ■ ■» deep-throated engines] So Shaklpcase^ 
in OekeVOf as doAor Newton has obferved : 

** And O you mortal engines^ whofe rude throats 
** The immortal Jove's dread clamours counterfeit.^ 
See alfo Dmmmond's Mairigak^ Edinb. lfil6* 

" When Ml the camony from hetgapmg throte, 
« Agiinft the heauen her roartag fulphure ihote, &€." 

Todd* 

Ibid. -^ — ■■ J ^f wkofe roar &c.] The moft 

ngtpn^I and obvioos fconftmtton is, ** Whofe roar emboweird. 
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SJ»' : RMlADISE LTOSTI bookw/ 

EmboAv^elFd with outrageous noife the' air, * 
And all her entrails tore, disgorging foul 
Their deviliih; glut, chained thunderlxdts and hail 
Of iron globes; which, on the viAor hoft 590 
Leyeird,.with Hich impetuous fury fmote, 
That, whom they hit, none on their feet might 
-- ^iilahd, 

Though Handing elfe as rocks, but down they fell 
By thoufands. Angel on Arch-Angel rolFd; dg4 
The fooner for their arms; unarmed, they might 
Have eafily, as Spirits, evaded fwift 
Jty quick cpntradion or remove; but now 
Foul diflipation followed, and forced rout; 



or Jilkd, the air with outrageous noife :" But to thb it is ob-' 
je^ed, that it; is as inuch as to fay, the roar Jilled the mr vitk 
roar. Neither do 1 fee how the matter is much mended, by fay- 
ing, with Dr. Pearce,. that, "The roar of cannon, emboweU'd 
with roar, tore the air &c." The cannon, I think, caonot 
themfelves be properly faid to be embowell'd with noife, though 
they might embowel with noife the air. I would therefore en- 
d^vour to juftify this by other fimilar paffages. It is ufual with 
/he poets to put the property of a thing for the thing itfelf r And 
as in B. ii. 654, we have « a ay of Hell-hoimdi* for the Hctt- 
hoiinds themfelvesi fo here we have ," the^oar qfamno»" for the 
cannon themfelves ; and the roar of cannon may as properly be: 
faid to embowel the air with outrageous nai/e, as a crjr of Hell- 
hounds'to bark^ Ni^wtok. 

Ver. 592. That, whom the^ hit^ &c.] This paflage js as ii^u^^ 
fupcriour (o TaiTo's, as the Angels are in theirnature toman, 
bee Fairfax, B* xi, ft. 60. « 

— — " With good fortune to their blowes they give, 

*^ That whom they hit, in fpite of belme or targe, 

^' Tbey deeply wounde, or elfe of life d(^rive* Bowfx. 
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BOOK Ti. PAfiAPJS£.LO$T.t %\f^ 

Jfov ferV'd it to rdax. their ferried fil^j » . / . .T 
What Ihould they .dpi? if on they ruih'dj J?ep[uKo 
Rcypeated, andindecaitov^rthroiv v ecnj 

Poubled^ would, render them yet moi^4i^^*4t 
And to 'thrir foes a kughCer; for in view. .)' i 
Stood brank'd of Serdphiin aiiotlier irow> i ' * *A. 
In poAmte to diiplode their fecond tire • / . dotj 
Of thunder : Back d<ifeated.to retorn < <,>. 
Theyworfea^oitU Satan telkild their (flighty 
And to his mat^d thus in deriiion xrall'd' : V K 
' 5 O Friends! why come not' on :thefe . viift<M:i^ 
proud? • : :., . . ^ 

Ere itWlethey fierce werecoming; and when w^ 
To. entertain theim ftir with, opaa ,feoot : . 6 A 
Atnd brea^ (what; could we more?) pcopounded 
; . terms .; T 

Of compofition^ftraighttheychang*d their minds^ 
l?lew off, and Jhtp ftrange vagaries fell, ^ 

As they would dance; yet for a dance they 
feem*d - 6ti 

Somewhat extravagant and wild; perhaps ' 
For joy of offer d peace: But I lupppfe, 
)f our propoials oQce again were heard, . i 
We (hould compel them to a quick refiilt. 6ig 
To whom thus Belial, in like gamelbme indoGl' 

Vfir. 599^ ^-^ their ferried Jila.] The iDaliaii 

word ftrrato, clofe, conipaf^l; fay» Mr, Tbyer. But' fm .^If^f 
Hume's note on the word, P. L. B. i. 548. Todd. . . ^ .. 

Ver. 6W. To whofli i^ Befiafj :in tike gam^^m^ mooH.i Wbof 
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if# PARADISE Utsnr. »6oKvt. 

Leader! iSlK fienns we ftinf ^H^tstk^iof^iftif^ 
Of hard contfents, aiid M tiTfttree tifg^d Mome; 
Soch as we in^ht petcxx^ amui'd ihinoi iM, 
Andihiti^fUed maayi Whib ttSteh/tiitfitan^bti 
Had need froin head to lS»oi wdi vrnderftanc^ «^ 
Not underflood, this gift tliey ha:re befido^ 
They ihow us when our fbies walk not u^r^ht 

So they atatong tbemiUtes in pleaiantvein 
Stbodrooffini^lii^aiten'dih their tbooghtsbefoad 
AU doubib of vi^^dry: Eternal Might «n 

To mat^ with their inventii&hs th^ pfefiim'd 
So eaij, and of his thunder made a fcom. 
And aU his hoft derided, while they ftded 
Awhiletettodble: But tfieyibod not long; 
Ibge pi!onq^ted tfaematlei^h, and fyamd ^em 
arms du 

• 

ever ramemben the chaiaiSer of Bdml in the firft nd fecoiri 
books, and Addifon's remarks upon it, wiU eafily fee the propriety 
of making SeUtd reply to Satitn. upon this occafifon, and in (b^ 
%tEi|rtive manner; mther than Beet-xtM^ or Mohokf or any of 
tbe evil Angels. Nawtov. 

IVbaterer may be faid in defence of this ipoecb of Bdtal, as 
coming in fome degree with pi^opriety ffom hira ; what can plofli- 
bly be faid for the twis preee£ng fpeeefaes of Satan> whoi 
Amgh die moft d%mfied of *a Falen Angds, ttt(en mote <if 
thefe low puns than even Belial ! DnvaTKA« 

VtT.625. Had needfrm head to foot wdlmiwAukd;^ 

Noi underfioody &c.] This miferahle equivoca- 
Am has been adopted from Shak()ieare, TwoGait; Verona^ A. u. 
fk ¥. « My flaff tmder/iandM me, ftc.** Jos vaov« 

Ver. 655/ Rage found them armi] Vijgil, JEh. u 

I4Q. '^'Faforarmaminiftrat/ NawTosr. 
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jkffSvdt Aek htUift mifclAaS fi( 1» opfMife. 
Vbrthwith (behold the excellence, thb pciwer, 
Whifth 6od hsith ift Ids nrig&Qr AB^eto plac*4ll)^ 
Their anns away they threw, and to the hills 
IPIorEiirtlihalbthis varietj^rom Heayen^ tet 
Of pleafiire iituate in hill and dale,) 
light a8tbeii^niiigglknp&the3rian, theyflew; 
From tibeir fbondatictis IiK>£»ingtb andfrq. 
They pludc'd ikit icated hills, withall tfaeitload; 
Bocks, wateis^ wcM>ds/ and by the ihaggytops 045 
Up-lifting bore them in their bands: Amaze, 
Be Ave^ and terrour, ieiz*d the rebel hoft, 
When cdmii^ towardB them fo dread they iaw* 
Ibhe bottom of the moontidiis iipwani tum*d} 
Till on tfaoft curled engines' tripl€Hrow fis# 
Theyiaw them whdm*d,and all their confidence 
Under the weight of mountains buried deepr 
Themfelves invaded ne&t, and on their heads 
Main promontories flung, which in the air 

Ver. 642. Dgki ai tkt Ughtmtig gUmt^ &C.3 See Bauk.u 
14. '' And the IWihgcreaiuves rab and returned, at tlte apfeilt- 
anct of a flali of Ughtning." Dussteb. 

Ver. 6%S, " ' ' ■ ^ ■- ■ bg ihi (baggy tops] So, ia 

SjrMftei^e Du Bm. ed. fopr. p. 50. 

^< In fhady forefts from Utakxjhaggg top.** 
And fee l^cidas^ ver. 54. Glover lias copied the. exp^effion, 
LeMtdoi, B. ii. l65. 

'' Or thofe tall cliffii erea their J^i^ ^<9M.** Topo. 

Ver. 646. Uplifiint &c.] Hefiod, Theog. ▼• $73. 
Ditfm i^ M ^iH <-*6yi> ^> xy »y fe<wK> Top©. 
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Came . ihadowmg, ^ojd oppre&'d whole jfii^QiA 

arm'cL; ^ ,, «if$ 

Their armour helped their harm, .<!ruih'd,|n find 

bruis'd 
lato their ibbiiance pent, whi<ii wrought them 
pain . ) 

Implacable, and many a dolorons groan; 
Loqgiiru^ling underneath, ere they could wind 
Out of fuch prifoQ^ though Spirits, of pureft hghl; 
Pureft at firfl, now grofe by finning grown" . m 
Tlje reft, in imitation, to like arms j 

Betook them, and the. neighbouring hills uptoie: 
So hills amid the air encounter d hills, 
Hurl'd to and fro with jaculation dire; .fl» 

That under ground they fou^t in difmal fhadc; 

- . • * 

Ver^ 656. Their armour Mped their harm,] ' Somewhat like 
that in Spenfer, Faer. Q». i. xi. 07* 

*' That crft him goodly arm'd^ now mod of all him hamCdJ* 

NiTWTOF. 

. Vex* 6&^. Implacable^'] As in Spenfer, Faer^Qu. u, \u ^. 
*i O hovr 1 hxLVit mth implacable fyxt** Callakdbr. 

Vcr. 66 1. ' now grofs by Jinnrng grown/] What a Stie' 

moral jdo^ Miltou hi&re inculcate, 4md-indeed.4)iuxe tfaEOugh,t;his 
book, by fhowing that all the weaknels and pain of the r^b^. 
Angels was the natural confequence of their finning! And,^I 
believe, one may obferve in general of our author, tliat he if 
fcarcely ever fo'far hurried bn*by the fire of his Miifc, as to foi^et' 
the main eqd of all good writing, the recommendation or virtue 
and religion. Thyeb. 

Ver. 666, That wider ground they fought in difinaljkade}] ' It 
was a memorable faying of one of the Spartans at TherniopylSt 
who being toM that the multitude of Perfian arrows would ^bfcure 
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mocoL VI. PARADISE LOST. mi 

Infernal no]&4 war ieem'd a dvil game 
Td thii uproar; horrid confufion heap*d 
Upon confofion roie : And now all Heaven 
Had gone to wrsLck, vnfh ruin overipread; 676 
Had not the Almighty Father, where he^£t$ 
Shrin'd in fads ianduary of Heaven fecure^ 
Ctfnfidting «R'the fum of things, fbr^en 

the fun; why then, fays be, XD^JhailJgtt mthejhad^ I fiqppofe 
that Statias alluded to this fiory in' the following bold lines,, f he- 
boid, viii; f f 2; 

<<*£xdiifere diein telis^ ftdn^fe^ea caclb 
** Nubila, nee jaculis ardatus fufficit a'er.'* 
But what was a (hade of arrows to a (hade of mountains hurled to 
and fro, and encountering in mid air 1 This was infernal nai/e indeed, 
and BMking almofi a Hell of Heaven. Such was the uproar in 
Hell, B. ii. 539. 

** Others with vaft typhoean rage nore fell 

** Rend up both rocks and hiUs, and ride the air 

" In whirlwind; Ac.** NEWtoH, " 

Y^r. 669. " ■ and HOW aU Heaven 

. Had gone to wrack^ &c.3 It Is remarked by the 
criticks in praife of Homer's battles, that they rife in honour one 
above a[nother to the end of the Iliad. The fame may be faid of 
Milton's battles. In the firft day's engagement, ^en^ tbey ibught 
under a cope of fire with burning arrbwv, it was faid 

: : « ■ ' — *» all IJeaven 

^ Reibunded; and, had Earth been then, all Earth 
^ Kadto her center (hook/" 
But now, when they fbnght with mountaitis and pAMttontories, it 
k^UA-AUHmifen^kad gone to wraekf had hot the Almighty Father 
interpafe4^ and fent forA his Son, in the Rilnais of the di?ine 
gibvy and nis^fty, to expel th^ rebd AQgeU (6)it of Heaven. 
Compare Homer*s i/tacf, viii. ISO. 

^tAi^^ ftm M0nf ifi^ rt 9tSr ft. NlWTOK. 
VOL. III. Y 
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in PARADISE LOST. book y% 

This tumult^ and permitted all, advis'd: 

That his great porpoie he might fo fiUBl, Of 5 

To honour his anointed Son avenged 

Upon his enemies, and to declare 

AUpower on him transferred: Whence to his Son» 

The Aileflbur of his throne, he thus b^an. 

Effulgence of my glory. Son bdoy*d, €n 
Son, in whole face inviiible is beheld, 
Vifibly, what by Deity I am; 
And in whole hand what by decree I do. 
Second Omnipotence! two days are pafi^ 684 

Ver. 674. '- advWd:'] Is bere a participle 

adverbial, and very elegant; it means adrifedly, defignedly; die 
lame with the Latin amfidto or ffmdentf as in Horace, Od. L iii. 91. 

** Nequicquam Deus abfcidit 
<' Prudens Oceano diifociabili 
** Terras.*' RiCHARDSoir. 

Ver. 679- Tie Afleflbur of his throne,] The Son is called in 
fome of the Fathers, as dodor Newton has obfetved, IIAPE^POX 
Bt5, Mr. Callander notices alfo Nonnus, Mdapk. Ewmg. Joam. 
ad init. See likewiCe my note on Coniv^, ver. 11. Tobd. 

Ver. 681. Soniinwhoftface\m\^\A&i$h€keld 

Vi/ibfy, xohat by Deity I am;] It ihould be <* /ic 
hvi^;' TO 'AOPATON, umr i^tf. Colqf i. 15. " Who b the 
image of tie invifible God/' So, in B. iii. 385. 

** In whofe confpicuous countenance, without dead 
<• Made vilible, the Almighty lather Jbwe»r Ufto v; 

jfivf^ here is a neuter adjedive, ufed for a fubftantive, ac- 
•cording to do^or Kewton. But the reading, propofed by Mr. 
Upton, is countenanced by Uie following paflage in Drummoikra 
TUmen of Sion i 

" O bled abode! O happy dwelling'^lace ! 

^ Where n^%/i(elin^/e doth reigo.** Top0. 
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BOOKVt/ f^AlTAI^lSE tOST. Hi 

Two days, as we compute tbe dayis of* Heairen, 
SinceMichael and his Powers went forth to tame 
Thefe difobedient: Sore hath been their fight, 
As Kkelieft was, when two fiich foes met ann*d; 
For to themfelves I left th^m; and thou know'fi^ 
Equal in their creation they were form'd, 6go 
Save what fin hath impaired; which yet hath 

wrought 
Infenfibly, for I fiiipend their doom; 
Whence in perpetual fight they needs muft laft 
Endleis, and no Iblution will be found: 
War wearied hath performed what war can do> 

Ver. 691. ' which yet hath wrought 

lufenfibfyy'] This word doth not feem well to confift 
with that alteration, which the Angel had jaft before faid that fin 
bad wrought in. the fiadten Angels. Thtbr.. 

the hme diflSculty ftuck with me at firft; but, I fuppofe, tha 
author meant that the manner in which fin wrought yfasinfat/U>lCf 
not the effeds. Newtok. 

Ver. ^3. Whoice m perpetual /ght &c.] So, in Hefiod, 
7%ecg. v.6d5. 

of fm twr «AAi|XMri f/bm^m ^v/MUyi' Ixi'nH, 
%MXf^*f^Xt^^* »• ^» A- STfLLINOFLESt. 

Ver. 695. War wearied hath perfortfCd what war can dbj Ani 
indeed within the com|)afs of this one book we have all the variety 
of battles that can well be conceived* We have a fingle combat^ 
and a geni^ral engagement* The firil da/s fight is with darts and 
fwords, in imitation of the ancients; the fecond day's fight is with 
artillery, in imitation of the modems; but the images in both are 
raifed proportionably to the fuperiour nature of the beings here 
' defcribed* And, when the poet has briefly comprifed ail that hat 
any foundation in fad and reality, he has recourfe to the fidion 
of the poets in their defcriptions of the giants waV with the Gods. 
And> when war hath thus perform*d what xoar can doy he rifes iUU 
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A^d to dijlbcder'd ng«-lj8t IqofG the reins^^ Gs» 
"Vyritb i]3oimlains, as with weapons^ anad; whicb 

makes 
Wijd work in H^vmh vxd daogerous to tiu^. 

qiain* 
Two days ajoe the^e^^^^pA^^ the third; is,thinp; 
^or. thee I have o|*dain*d it; and thus far 700; 
Have fu£ferd, that the glory may Ije thii^ 
Of ending this great vvar> fin<;enpne but Thoif 
Ce(^ ^qdi it Into thee ibch virtue and gr^CQ 
Immenf^ I have tranafus'd> that all may know:* 
lii^Heaven and Hell' thy power abcrve copopare; 
And^ this perverfe commotion go vem'd thus^ 706 
To manifeft thee worthieft to be Heir 
Of a,ll things; to be Heir, and to be King 
By iacred undion, thy deferred right. 
Go then, Thou Mightieii; in thy Father s might; 
Afcend my chariot, guide the rapid wheels 711 
ThatlhakeHeavensb^^ bring forth all my war. 
My bow and thunder, my almighty arn)^ 

higher, and the Son of God is fent forth in the majefty oLthe Al- 
mighty Father, agreeably to Scripture; fo mu^h doth the^ f^b* 
limity of Holy. Writ traDrcen4 all that is tn\e, ai\d all tl^t is 
fi^igned, in defer iption. Newton. 

Ven 709- By /acred unaitm,'] P/alm xlv.7. '* God haih anointed 
fhee with the oil of gladnefs above thy fellows." Gillibs. 

Yer. 711- guide the rapid wheeU 

ThatJhak(tHeav€n*$baJl9,'] See before, B. iii. 394. 
"And v. 832 of the pi-efent book, ToDD. 

Vpr. 713. — : n^ abmghty ajrms 

CirfLothi cfd/vaordvponthypwyfi^ttkighil P&Im 
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Gird on, and iWord upon thy puiflant Ihigli; 
RiHue titefe fonfe 6f darkne&, drive thenni out 715 
From all Hieaven d bouhds into the utter deep: 
There let thertt leah>, as likes them, to delpife 
God, afad Mefliah his anointed King. 

He (aid, and on his Son with rays direA 
Shone full; he all hii Father full exprefs!d 720^ 
Ine^bly into his face receiv d ; 
Artd thus the Filial Godhead anfwerihg (|)ake. 

O Father, O Supreme of heavenly Thrones^ 
Rrft, Higheft, Holi^ft, Bed; thou always feek'ft 
To glorify thy Son, I always thee, 725 

As is moft juft: This I my glory account, 
My exaltation, and my whole delight. 
That thou, in Ine well pleased, declar'ft thy tdli 

xlVk 3, 4. ** Gird thy iword upon thy tbigh, O moil mighty, with 
thy glory and thy majeily : And in thy majedy ride prorperoufly.*^ 

Nl^WTON. 

How faperioQr is this dire^on to that which Achilles givc« 
Patroclnsy when he lends him his armour, in order to lead on the 
Oreeks to battle, lAod xTi. 64;, 65. Todd. 

Vef- 7 14. andfwerd itpm thy fndjimt thigh :] A great 

flian obftrved to me, that the fentenee falls in thfs place, and 
that it may be improved by reading and pointing the who(e paflTage 
thus; 

i< ____ bring forth all my war, 

*^ My bow and thunder, my almighty arms; 

" And gird my fword.upon thy puiilaat thigh.** NEwrov. 

Milton, I think, intended the fehtence, as it ftands in all ttid 
editions. The phrafe of girding on the arms being a elofe iniita« 
tian of the paflage in Homer, to which I^have befone referted : 
T^ y ifMM fi,0 i/4r« xAvrii TETZEA AT0I. ToD t>. 
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Fulfill'd, which to fulfil is all my blifs. 
Scepter and power, thy giving, I afitime, 730 
And gladlier Ihall refign, when in the end r. 
Thou Ihalt be all in all, and I in thee 
For ever; and in me all whom thou lov ft: 
But whom thou hat'ft, I hate, and can put on 
Thy terrours, as I put thy mildnefs on^ 73« 
Image of thee in all things; and ihall ibon, 
Arin'd with thy might, rid Heaven of thefe !»• 

beU'd; 
To their prepar d ill manfion driven down. 
To chains of darknefs, and the undying worm; 
That from thy juft obedience could revolt, 740 
Whom to obey is happineis entire, 
The» ftmW thy Saijite unmijc'd, and from the 

impure 

Vcr. 732. ThouJkaU he ah in aU,"] We may ftill obfervc, that 
Milton generally mdces the Divine Per fons talk in the ftyle and 
language of Scripture. This paflage is manifeflly taken from i Cur, 
XV, 24» and ^8. Immediately afterwards* when it is faid, 

. ** I in thee 

*' For ever, and in me all whom thou lov'ft ;" 
this 15 an allufion to John xvii. 21, and 23* And, when it is 
^ded, <' BtU whom thou hat% J hate;* the aUufion is to Pfdm 
c;icxxix. 3^ NfWTpv* 

Ver. 737. ^ rebell'd ;] Of thefd re- 

MUaus, of thefe who hac€ rekeitds a remarkable espreffion. 

NSWTOV. 

• "Ver. 739. To chains of darknefs,] ii Pet. ii. 4. " 6od fpared 
BOt the nDgek that fipned, but caft them down to htll» and de- 
livered them into chains qf darkntfi^* Tobd. 

Ibid. ' - ■' ■' undying wormj Jtfuri, ix, 44. 

^^ J\wu'^mfiytthns4r Uvnt, 
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£ar iepoiate^ circliiig thy holy moimt; 
Unfeigned Halleluiahs to thee ling; 744 

Hymns of high praiie, and I among them Chieif; 

So laid, he, o*er his icepter bowing roib 
From the right hand of Glory where he lat; 
And the third iacred mom began to ihine, 

Ver. 74£. 80 /M, he, o'er Us fcepipr howmg, rqfeScc.^ Tbm 
defcription of the Meffiah's going out againft the rebel Ai^b is • 
fcene of the fame fort with Hefiod^s Jupker «gainfl the Utans* 
They are both of them the mod undoubted inilances of the true 
fublime; but which has exceeded it is very diifecult to determine* 
There is, I think, a greater profiifion of poetical images in that 
of the latter; but then the fuperiour charader of a Chriftiaa 
Mefliahy which Milton has, with great judgement and majefty^ 
fupported in this part of his work, gives a certain air of religious 
grandeur, which throws the advantage on the fide of the Engliih 
poet Thtzr. 

Ver. 748. Aud tie third /acred mom &cJ] Miltoo, by coq«- 
tiauing the war for three days, and referving the vidory upon the 
third ior the MefHah alone, plainly alludes to the circumftances of 
his death and refurredion. Our Saviour's extreme fufierings on 
the one hand, and his heroick behaviour on the other, made the 
conteft feem to be more equal and doubtful upon the firlt day ; 
«nd on the fecond Satan triumphed in the advantages he thought 
he had gained, when Chrift lay buried in the earth, and was to 
outward appearance in an irrecoverable ilate of corruption : Bu^ 
as the poet reprefents the Almighty Father fpeaking to his Son, 
wer. €99* 

** Two days are therefore paft, the third is thine; 
'^ For thee I have ordatn'd it; and thus Hm 
*^ Have fufier'd, that the glory may be thine 
** Of ending this great war, fince none but Thou 
« Can end it." 
Which he moft glorioufly did, when the third /acred moM begmt la 
Jhme, by vanquifliing with his own almighty arm the powers of 
Hell, and rifing afain from the grave ; and thus as St. Paul fays^ 
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Dawning, tlm>iigh Heaven. Forth rt^'d with 

. whirlwind foimd 
Th^ chariot of Pafaemal Ddtj, 7sa 

Flaihing thick flames^ wheel witbki wheel on- 

" ; drawn, 
Itfelf tafiind: with Spirit, but convojrxi 
Sy four Cherubick ihapes; four faces each 
Had wonderous; as with ilars, their bodies all 
And wings were let with eyes; with eyes the 
wheels 755 

Jiom. i. 4, '' He was declared to be the Son -of God with power, 
according to the Spirit of holine(s» by the rci'urredion from the' 
dead." Greenwood. 

Ibid. '/acred morn begein tojhine^ Horaer, IL xi. 84. 

ii|ir« 1%^ nfiMf, BowLE. 

Ver. ,749, : Forth rufh'dwth whirlwind ybimi 

The chariot 4-c.] Ezek. i. 4. '' And 1 looked, and, 

behold, a whirhvind came out of the north, a great dood, and a 

Jire enfolding itfelf^* Or perhaps Milton here drew Ifaiah likewife 

to his afllAance, Ijcvi. 15. '^ For, behold, the Lord xdUI come wUk 

Jire, and with his chariots like a uhirhiind/' Newton. 

Ver. 75U xpkeel within wheel undrawi, &c.] 

As in Ezeh i. 5» l6^ 19» 20. << Alfo out of the midft thereof came 
the likeneis of four living creatures^ and their appearance was as it 
were a wksil in the middle of a wheel : And^ when the living crea« 
tures went, the wheels went by them ; for the^'rt^ of the Hving 
creature woi in the wheels." Newton. 

Ver. 753. ■ ' . four facts each 

Had wonderous : &c.] As id Eui- u 6. ''And 
fvery one had Jour fiusesj' Again, di. x. 12. ** Aud their whole 
hodyy and their wings, and the wheds were full ^ eyes* round 
abciit;* M»v9aK. 

Ver. W5. . — .— — the wkeek - 

ef\^fy\, mid coswmgjireshatmtej^:] The 4^ 
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Of beryl, and careeiii^ fires betivieeo; 
Over tbeir heads a cryfbd tirnoasBeot, 
Whereon a iapphke tfarene, idbid with pitre 
Amber, and coloms of the ihowery.ardii. 
H^ in odedial panopij all araid 700 

Of radiant Urim, work divinely wrought^ 

if a piffCMitts tone of a fea*gr«en cdour, and canering fires are 
lightnings darting out hyfits^ a tnetaphor taken /rom the ninniog 
in tilts: See Ezek, i. l6> and 13. '' The appearance of wiieels and 
their work was /lie a Aerjf/: And the fire ms bright, and out of 
the fire vient forth lightning " Nbwtow. 

Mihaa has again deferibed this part of the prophelick viiion) 

and with additional fiihliflMty> rer» 848. 

** One Spirit in them rul'd, and ecer^f eye 

" Glar'd lightning, ondjhatfwth pernicious Jirc 

" Among the accursed——" 

This is like the bold and twmendqus painting of ^chylns^ Prom. 

3fiMd. V. S56f edit. Schut2. 

Vcr. ^757 » Over their heads a cni^al firmament, &c.] See Exek. - 
1. 8S» 26, 2^9 2B« ^' And the likenefs of the firmament upon the 
heads of the living creatures, was as the colour of the terrible 
cry/laly ftretcbed forth over their heads al)Ove: J^nd above the 
firmament, that was over their heads, was the likenefs of a 
throne, as the appearance of a fapphire ftone: And I faw as tlie 
a^our of amber, as the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud 
in the day of rain*' Newtow. 

Ver. 760. He, in ccUJlial panoply SfC,\ An allufion to Ephef/ 
vi, 11. " Put on the whole armour (»«»ts'Ai«p) of God;" and to the 
contexture of gems in Aaron's breaft<-plate, Krod. xxviii; See 
alfo the not»3s, v. 527' Fenton reads, and points the two prece- 
ding lin^ as follows : 

** IFhere, on a fapphire throne, (inlaid with pnre 
"Amber, and colours of the fhowery arch) ^ 

"He, ip ccleftial panoply Arc,'* Todd. 
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Afcended; at his right hand Yi&ory . 
Sat eagle-winged; beiide him hung his bow 
And quiver with three-bolted thunder flor d; 
And from, about him fierce efiuiion rolled 7G5 
Of imoke^ and bickering flame^ and iparkles dire: 

Ver. 762. at kis right hand Vidoiy 

Sat eagle-wing*d;] Vi^ry is thus perfonified by 
Sfaakfpeare, Rick. III. A. v. S. iii. 

** Vifiory fits on our helms/' 

And by Beaumont and Fletcher, who join the epithet nmg^tf; in 
the Falfe On^ A. S. i. 

——.——— « the tent, on which mng'i ViBory 

'' Shall make a certain /mu//' 

The fame phrafe is employed in the Prophetefi^ A, iv. S. iv. And 
in Sylvefter's I>ii JBarto, P. 4. D. 3. W. 2. 

-" Wmged Viaory 



** Shaking her laurels'^ 



The 'expreilive epithet eagle-winged is applied by ShakfpeAre to 
the ** pride of iky-afpiring and ambitious thoughts/' f • Rich, 11. 
A. i. S* iii, Todd. 

Ver. 764. with three-bolted thunder j^r'i/;] So, in 

his Epigram, In im>entorem bambarda. 

" Et trifidumfulmen furripuifle Jovi.'* Todd. 

Ver. 765. And from about him fierce efftifion roWd 

Of fmoke^ and bickering fiamef &c J A furious 
tempefl pouring forth fmoke ^nd fighting flame round about him. 
Bickeringf fighting and thence deftroying, of the Welfli bicre^ a 
combat. See P/alm xviii. 8. ** There went up a fmoke out of hu 
nodrils, and £re out of his mouth devoured.*' And P/abn I. 3.. 
** A Are ihall devour before him, and it (hall be very tempeftuous 
round about him.'* Hume. 

See the expreffion of Tryphiodonis, noticed by Merridc, 
ItrnfrnfMim wZp, And obfcrve alfo Milton's own explanation of the 
word bickerings in his Eiconoclqfies, ch. iv. ^< If they difcover not 
withal the true reaibn why he departed; 'only to turn his flaihim 



Digitized by 



Google 



«OPK.yi. BJkRADISE LOST. Wi 

Attended with ten thou&nd thoii&nd:Satnts» ' 
He onward came; far off his coining ihone; 
And twenty thouiand (I their number heard) 
Chariots of God, half on each hand, were feemi 
He on the wings of Cherub rode fublime 771 
On tlje cryflalline Iky, in iapphire thron d, 
Ulufhious far and wide; but by his own 
Sirfl: feen: Them tmexpeded joy furpris*d. 
When the great eniign of Mdliah blaz*d ' 77^ 
Aloft by Angels borne, his iign in Heaven; 
Under whole condud Michael foon reduc'd 
His army, circumfus'd on either wing, 
Under their Head imbodied all in one* 
Before him Power Divine hb way prppar'd; 78o 



at the court-gate to flaughtering in the field; his diforderly tick- 
qring into an orderly invading/' Todd* 

Ver. 767. Attended mth ten thou/and thou/and SahUSy&c.] Sec 
S.Jude, l^. ** Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thoufand of his 
Saints." PfainilxvWl 17. "The chariots of God pre twenty 
thoufand.'* Rev. vii. 4. '* I heard the number of them.^' Let it 
be reroariced how much of his fublimity, even in the fublimeft 
part of his worlcSy Milton owes to Scripture. Newton. 

Ver. 771. He m the xoings of Chentb Irode'] See l^a^m xviii* 
10. " He rode upon a Cherub &c." Greenwood. 

Ver. 776. ■ ' ■ ' ■ '■ hisjgn] The %i of the crofs 

probably. Greenwood. 

; Matt. xxtv. SO. ^* Then ihall appear the figii of the Son of Man 
in Heaven.*' Gillies. 

Ver/ 779. Under their Head] Sec Rom.xVu 5. " We, being 
figo^nyy.are <me bodkin Chri^.*' And CoL i. 18.-" He is the Hevd 
of the body," Greenwood^ ^ 
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At hb cxim<nand the uprooted hilk tedt'd 
Each to his place; tiiey heard his voice, and went 
Obfeqaious; Heaven his wonted &ice tenew*d» 
And vnUkfreOi flowerets hill and valley finiiU 
This iaw his haplefs foes» but fh)od obdurV], 7as 
And to rebellions fight rallied their Powers, 
Infenfate> hope ccmceiving from deipair« 
IriheavenlySpiritscouldfudiperverfenefe dwell? 
But to convince the proud what figns avaU> 
Or wonders move the obdurate to rdent? 79^ 
They, harden-d more by what might moft te^ 

claim^ 
Grieving to fee his gloty, at the iight 
Took envy; and, aipiring to his highth, 
Stood re-embattled fierce, by force or fraud 



Ver. 781. At kU cmmmd kc.'] We frequently read in iht 
Scriptures of hills and mountains trembling, and moviqgy at the 
prefence or the command of the Lord: But it is generally, if not ' 
Always, mentioned as the effed or proof of his high difpleafure. 
Here the poet lays hold of the fame thought, and applies it as aa 
iailance of his great goodnefi, to renew the wotttedjboe ofHeoDan. 

Greenwood. 

Ver. 787* » / kope ctmcewmgjrtm defpair,] Imitated 

from Virgil, JEn, ii. 354* *' Una falus vidis, nuliam fperare falu* 
tem.** Or rather from Quintus Curtius, lib^ v. tap. iv. '< Igna* 
¥iam quoque necejUitts acuity etyiqw ^/peruiwjjm cat(fa eftJ' 

NEtrt^w^ . 

Yen 7S8. Im ktaeenlg Sf^s anOd fmok penMfatrfa dwettf] 
Virgil, iEa. i. 11, 

■■ '' tantsne animis coslaftibus iraeT' Hvmb, 

Ver. 791* •''— htriaCd more by «k^ ndgki mq/l fteUbJ At 
Pharaoh was, Ejrod. xiv, Hume- 
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Weeiving to prai^r, and at Imigtli prmil 99s 
AgaiBisGod;andtM:efliah, Mto*^ 
In upiverial ruin laft; and now 
To final, lattledrewv difdakiing ifg&t^ 
Qr&int fe^peat; when> the great Son of 6od - 
ToallUshoftoneidierhandthiisi^eftet dM 
Stand^lin bright ar^y^ ye Saints; here liandi 
Ye Angels arm'd; thus <ky fix>m> battiie v^i \ 
Faithful, hatli bden your warf&re^ ando^ 6od 
Acceptsed^ ^rle& in l^is^ righteous eauie; 
And a& ye h»re receiv dj fo have ye dbm^, so* 
Iiv^incibly:' But of this cui^d crew 
The puni&ment to ot^p hand belongs; 
Yengean^ ]i» his, or whoie he ible appoiiitsr 
Number to this day s work is not ordain*d, 
Nor multitude; ftandonly, and behold sio 

God's indignation on thefe godleis pour d 
By mfe; not you, but me, they have defj^is'd. 
Yet Envied"; againib me is all their rage, . 

Ver* 797^ — — laft;] Dr. BeiiUey reads M, but 

without any reafoa affignedfor the alteration. Dr. Newtonin* 
dines, liowever, to admit* this reading, or to coniider lajf as ai 
ia/tm It is remarkable, that Dr. Newton (hould not have looked, 
into Ticki&irs edition, where the alteration Iqfi appears; from 
whiph Beutlay.iileiicly adopted it. Tod0. 

V^r. 801. Stand ftiUkc] As in Exod. xiv. 13, 14. " Stand 
itilly aad fet the faWatiot) of the Lord, which he will (how you 
to-day«— The Ijord ihaU fight for you, and ye ihalk hold your 
peace.** Gillies. 

Ven 808. Vengeance U to,] See Dtut, xx.\ii, 35. "To* me 
belongeth vengeance." And Roni, xii. IP- " Vengeance is tnine« 
I ^11 repay it, faith the Lord." NawTOir. 
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Becau^s the Fathei', to Ivhom in tieaven fupreme 
Kingdom, and power, and glory appertkins^ 8i& 
Hath honoured me, accoxding to his will 
Therefore to me their doom he hath aflign'd; 
That tiiey may have thdr wiih, to try with me 
In battle which the ffaonger proves; they all. 
Or I alone againft them; iince hy ftteog^ S20 
They me^^ire all, of other excellence 
Not emulous, nor care who them excels; 
Nor other firife with them do I vouchiafe. 

So ipake the Son, and into terrour changed 
His coimtenance too fevere to be beheld^ au 
And full of ^rath bent on his enemies. 
At once the FoiAjfipread out their flarry wings . 
With dreadful Ihade contiguous^ and the orbs 
Of his fierce chariot rolfd, as with the found 
Of torrent floods, or of a nuilieFous hofL sao 
He on his impious foes right onward drove, 
Gloomy as night ; under his burning wheds 

Ver. S26. And/M of wrath bent tm Mi enemks^ Dr;BeRtIey 
ii for rejeAing this verfe as mean and fuperflaous. The fenfe b^ 
He chang'd his comtenance into terremry and bent it fo chuig'd and 
fill of wrath upon his eiumiu; and I cannot fee kow this is either 
nean or fuperflaous^ Or rather bent may be a participle in this 
conftradion— ^« counienmce too fevere to be behdd^ oad bent JM 
fjf wrath on hie enemies m N awTO ir . 

Ver. S27. Jt once the Four &Cr] Wheoerer he mientioiM tht 
four Cherubirof and the Meffiah's* chariot, he (liU copies from 
Esekiei's vifion. See ch. i. 9, 19, $4. Newtok. 
. Yen 832. Gloomy as night ;"] From Homer, Iliad xii...462, 
where the tranflator ufes Milton's words: 
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The AedM empyr6an ilMXfk tb 
All but th^ throne itfelf of God. FuUfoon 
Among them he aniy d; in hisr right hand tss 
GraQ)ing ten thoufand thunders, which he lent 
Before him, iiich as in their ibuls infixed 
Plagues: Thejy ailoniih'd, all reiiAanee loft. 
All courage; down their idle weapons dropt: 
0*er ihidds, and helms, and hdmedheadsherode 

A fimilar ezpreffion, tranAated in thele words of Milton, is alfo 
in pd0l xi. 605. Newtov. 

Ver. 83fi. ■ ■ under his burning xoheek 

Thejied/ajiemjnfrlttnjkookthrovgh&uty'] Job xxvi, 
1 1. ** The pillars of heaven tremble, and are aftoniihed at fa& re- 
proof." Hume. 

This fublime pafiage owes part of its magnificence to another 
iSsciTed defcription, Daniely vii. 9, of the Andmt qf Dtxys. '< Hi^ 
throne was as the fiery flame» and his xi^ds as burmng firt!* 
Milton's didiOD is here foperipac even to Hefiod's celebrated lines^ 
T;ifag. ▼. 841. 

The majefiy of the ezceptioui which Milton adds, affbrd9 to the 
whole paflage a folemnity unparalleled, and inimitable : 
■ " under his burning wheels 

'* The dediafl empyr^n (hook throughout, 
" All BUT the throne itfelf of God." 
Mr. Dunfter adds Pindar, Nem. Od. vi. 6. 

fkvudfiffii.. Todd. 

Ven 838. ■ They, q^oniJVdy aU rtfifimu lojt,] Aft 

allufion to Homer/ 11. xv. S22. 

--^ T«ri*t^i»/wf 

StILLXNOFIiBET. , 
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OfThroiit^aiidmi^iefSeia^ d4i 

ThatS;iri&*d tiie mouataim nowmig^ bsagam 
Thrown cm theao, as a ibeiltn 
Nor Ids on either fide tempeftooiis ^t& 
His arrowsy £rom the fiiurfold-Tifiig'd Foiar a^ 
Diftin^t vn/lh€y€», and from the living idioett 
Diilin^ aliibe with nraUitude of eyes; 
<kie Spirit in them rvXdr and eicry eye 
Glar'd lightning, and Ihot forth pernicious fire 
Amoiig the accurs'd, that' wither d all their 
fli'rength, sso 

And of their wonted vigour left them drain d» 
Exhaufted^ l^tleis, afiSU<fted, fidlen. 

Vcr. Wi. — pmiriUe^] Milton com- 
monly pronounces this word with the accent on the firft fylUtAmi 
hut here be follows FairCax and Spenfer in placing the accent upoit 
the laft iyilable. Tagbi C. i. ft. 88« 

** He heard the weftem Lords would undermine 
*^ Hi^ cities wall, and lay fais^ towres proJMitt^* 
Faerie Qveeney iii. zii. 59. 

« Before fiur Britomart (he fell projrdie:* Nbwtok. 

. Ver. 842. That viflCd the mountains &c.] Reo. \u l6. 
^ They faid to the mountains Fall on us, and hide us from the 
face of him that fitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the 
Lamb :" which is very applicable here, as they had been over- 
whelmed with mountains, v. SS!), What was fo terrible before, 
they wjhed as ajkelter now. Ntwroit. 

Ver. 850. — that withered all liieir ftrength,} 

Dryden, in his Theodm'eami Hmkoriay has employ e d this forcible 
f xpreffion : 

'' Then on the crowd he caft a fiinoiis look, 
'< And witha^daU their Jrength befoie he {|^ob».*''- 
So has Pope, Iliad viii. $6, Todd. 
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Yet half hifftrengdi be put not fortt^but checked 
Wb thunda in mid volley; for he meant 
Not to deftroy, but root them out of Heaven: ess 
The overthrown he rais*d» and as a herd 
Of goats or timorous flock together throng'd 

Ver. 85S. Ytt haffHt firmgth he ftH not forth,} ^ This fine 
thoiigEtisfoinewbatlikethatofthePfalmift, Ixxviii. 33. **B\si 
he, being fill! of compailion, forgav* their iniquity, and deftroyed 
them ti6t; yea, many a time turned he his anger away, and 
did not Jtir yp all kU wrath.^ And it greatly exceeds Heliod, 
who makes Jupiter, upon a like occafion, exert cU his ilrength, 
Theog. 687. 

€>9f i^ Iiri Zf «f irxP Af ^Jh^* m)Jm m rSyi 

ES«^^i» fiJnn m)itr% ffinu UHn wS^rt 

♦Mrt /B4r. NSWTOV. 

Ven 35& -—--—---——— and a» a herd 

Of gwd% &c.] It may feem ftrange that our 
author^ amidft fo many fublime images, fiiould intermix fo low 
a comparifon as this. But it is the praAice of Homer ; and w« 
have fome remarkable inflances in the fecond book of the //ta4, 
wherei in a pompous defcription of the Grecians going forth to 
battle, and amidil the glare of feveral noble (imilitudes, they 
are compared for their number to^ie» about aJkefherdCs oottag^t 
when the mUk moyiens the paiU; and after he has compared' 
Agamemnon to Jove, and Mars, and Neptune, he compares him 
again to a bull. But we may obferve, to the advlintage of oui: 
author, that this low fimile is not applied as Homer's are, to the 
perfons he meant to honour, but to the contrary party ; and the 
lower the comparifon, the more it exprefles their defeat. And 
there is the greater propriety in the fimilitude of goats particn* 
tarly, becaufe our Saviour reprefents the wicked under the lame 
image, as the good are called thejkeepf Mat. xxv. 33. ** And 
hejhallfet thejherp on his right hand, hut the goats on the Uft:" 
For which reafon Dr. Pearce is of opinion that, by a imarem 
ftocky are not meant iheep but deer ; that epithet bdng as it were 
appropriated by the poets to that afdmaL Vir^! has/iwiMfi dmm 
vojb. III. Z 
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1[!>raveiMmhe£6Tt faim tbimder^ftraeki jprniiidl 
With terroiirs, and with fiiiie^ to tihie'boiuids 
And cty&ak wall of Heaven ; whidi, bpemng 
wkie, 80D 

Rolled inward, and a ipadous gsep diiclos^d 
Into the wafteful deep : The monilroiis light 
^ruck them withhorrourbackward,biitfer Woirle 

twice at leaft. Or the author (as Dr. Bentley and Dr. Heylio 
imagine) might have faid not or hut a timarousjiock ; and at m 
herd of goats a timorous flock. But he would hardly have called 
the fame a herd of goats, and then sl flock immediately afterwards; 
neither would he have ufed .the expreflion of timorous flock for a 
herd of deer in contradiilindion to a herd of goats, though it is a 
proper phrafe for Iheep, which feem plainly to be meant by it. 
And it is probable, that, in the highth and fury of his defcrip- 
tion, he did not attend to the minutenefs of that^gurative diftinc- 
iion between goats and Iheep, however beautiful it may be in its 
proper place : or, if he had defigned it, he would have aiFoided 
the ambiguity of Aich a word as flock^ which feem* improper 
either to goats or deer. Newtov. 

Ver, 859' With terrours, and with furies,] Job Vi. 4. "The 
terrours of God do fet themfetves' in array againft me :*^ And the 
fury of the Lord is a common expreflion in fcripture. *« They 
are full of the Jury of the Lord,'* Ifaiah Yu 20. And ViigiF fre- 
quently ufes/ui-ite for fuch frights, and diflurbances of mind, as 
drive perfons to madnefs, Georg, iii. 51 1, JEn. i. 41, iv. 376, 
474, &c. So the word feems to be ufed here. Newtoh. 

The terrours and Juries ^ perfonified, furnifh a pack of houndsj 
io hunt this terrified <* herd and timorous flock." The furies of 
•the ancient mythology were called the infernal dogs, or dog^ of 
bdlv and they are the tormenters of thefe fallen Angels in their 
"ftftte of punifliment. See B. ii. 596. We can have little doubt, 
ihat Milton had here in his mind the Or^fles of £uripides purfued 
]B(y the Furies. : Dubster. 

Ver. 862. Themoffjtrousjigki 

Struck them with horrour backward,} Compaie 
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UigVl'tfuDii bdadiid: Headlong tiian&lves they 

jyovrnftom the^ rag6 of Heaven ; eternal wradi 
Biirnf af&r them to lihe bottomleis pit 806 

Heli: ben-d tiie linibiferable noife. Hell law 
HeaveniisnifigfixAnrHeayciD^andwouIdlmT^ 

Homer, lUad xn* SZ. 

B^'y «. r. ;^. Stillinoflkst. 

Ver. 867. Hell heard tkemfifferabU noi/e, Hell faw 

Heacm iidning/rom Heaven^ and toould kaoeJUd 
Affrighted:] This paifage refers us to the ftrikiog 
defcription given by Chaos, P. L. B. ii. 993* 

'• '' I >ii» ami i^artl I for JToth a BuliieroCithoft 
^ Fled not in ilence through t\ktfrighiiid dttp^ 
^ With mio upon ruin, Ac." 

Hfffishere affrighted; and Milton feems to havebdrne in mind 
the expreffion of Habington, in a paflage of the moft poetical ef- 
ha, Cq^qrui ed. 1695, p. 4a 

*^ When thunder fummons frqm eternall fleepe 

** The^imppifooM ghoib, and fpceadt o'er the/r^<d decfg 

** A vefle of darkneffe/* Tobd. 

Vcfr. 868. " mining] The word rvmng m this place is 

the Italian word rumando anglicifed, which exprcfles in the 
ftrongeil manner the idea which the author wants to convey ; as 
it deiiotes any thmg falling down with ruin and predpitation. 
To give one inftance out of a thouland. Taflb, Qier. I^.i^^ix^ 

** Come ne 1^ Apennin robufta pianta, 
^* Che fprend'd'Euro, e d* Aquilon la guarra, 
** Se turbo inufitato al fin la fchianta,- 
** Gli alberl intoruo-miiaiub attecra.*' . 
si? 
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Affrighted; but firid Fate had caft txx> deep 
Her dark foundations, and too fail had fooiiiid.870 
Nine days they fell: Ck)nfoa]idedQbaosioar*4 
And felt tenfold confuiion in thdr itll * . ' ,. 
'Hirbugh his wiM anardiy, fo huge « rout 
Jncumber'd him with ciiin: -Hell at ]aft;> 

Tbe following inftance may be added alfo fcom ManAo, Adon. 
C.'u fL36. 

** £ rmnando daT etberea mole/" Thtib. 

Milfon's rMmmg m in the fame fenfe as Spenfer'^ rmnaie^ wbich 
Mr* Callflhder alfo notices^ F. Q. ii. xxii. 7. 

'' On th' other fide they faw that perilous rocke, 
'* Threatening itfelf on ihem to nthmu:' Todd. 

Ver. 871. Nine ib^ ik^ /«0:] 3ot in B. i. 5a «< Nine 
limes the fpace thtt meafures day and night &c«*' Tl|iia» in tbe 
ilrfl JUadf the plague continues niiie day^* But, poffiUy^ Milton 
alludes to HefiodV defcription of the fall of the TiUns, Thng. 

It is indeed mod probable, that Milton here alluded to Hefiod; 
is, in the following defcripiien of CAaos tmmgf &e. fan atten- 
tion to the fame poet may be obferved» Tkeog* v* CSI.' 

, — • • "ISnrn f !m(M fimfim 

* Anf iru imxfttA, Jkimm r» Mfmrtfim. ToD D. 
' ^ Ver. 874. Incuraber*d] This too, like the word r um mg in 



y. 969, muft be taken in its Italian figiiification. Ingombraio is 
very poetical, and exprefles the utmoft embarraflment and cuofu^ 
.fion: But maimhfr'd, though plainly the fame word, in its com* 
mon acoeptatipn has a meaning too weak and low for thetauthor'^ 
purpofe in this verfe. Thtbe. 

Ibid. t Hell Qt hjl 
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Tawaing reoeivM them whole, and on them. 
cWd;* e/s 

Hell, tfaeir i^ habitation, fianght with Avt '. « . 
Unquanohabl^ die hou& of woe and pain. . 
Diflnicden'd Heaven rgoic'd, iEuid ibon repair d 
Her mural breadi, retmning whence it rolKd. 
Sole vidor, .from the expuliian of his foes^ jbw 
Meffiah his triumphal chariot tum'd : 



Tawning received them wkok^ &c.] This Is a fine iiai* 
tationofjr/oiftil, ▼. 14. <«Tl)erefore Hell hach enlaced htrftlf, 
^oAt^^ened ier mouth wiihoul meajure: And tbeir glory, aiid th«ir 
multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth^ ihall defcend 
Into it/* Sec alfo P. Fletcher, Purp, Iflmd^ C. vii. ft. 45, edit 

•< Under, HeUwideip yawned; and, over, flew Damnation.'* 

. Todd. 

• Ver. B76. HeOy their Jit habUatum^ 

' the haufe of uoe and pain,^ Very lika 

that in Fairfiix*8 Tqfo, B. ix. it 59. 

** Fit lioufe for them, the houfe of grief and pain.'' 
An inftance this, and there lire others, that Milton made ufe of 
the tfaaHatioa of TaOb, as well «s of the origina]* Nbwtoit. 

Ver» STB. DiftiwrddCd Heaven rejoic'd^l So TaiTo, wheu 
^ttdiael has drifen the infernal Spirits to Hel!> Gier, Ltf* C. ix.. 
ft. 60. 

** Liberato da lor qnella si negra 

*' Faceia depone il mondof e ft rallegm.-' Thybr. 

Vcn 879. —.•——— returning] Returning is to be joined 
in conftmOion with HeaoeMf and not with breach. Heaven 're» 
tamed to its place : But the expreifion is not very accurate 
Ueautn repaired her nmnd kremK oud returned whence it roiled. 

NfiWTOir* . 



Digitized by 



Google 



94t PAIUDISSX^dtST;: mwv» 

Tp fiieet Mm aU'hi^ Saints; ivhofilefitftood ( 
Eye-witneffes of his alm^hty a6b, . 
With jubilee. adi«ic*d; and» as! they. went, sM 
Shaded with blanching palm^ each Oxderfarightv 
Sung triumph, and him ihogvi&oiious King^ 
Son, Heir, and Lordt to him dominion gireny 
Worthieft to reign: He, celebnited, rode 
Triumphant throngh mid Heaven, into Hut 

courts 
And temple of his Mighty Father throad sgo 
On high ; who into glory him receiv d. 
Where now he fits at the right hand of blife. 
Thus, meafuring things in Heaven by things 

oi) Earth, 

'.»■'■ * 

yer«S82. To meet him &c.] JRev, xii. 10. Stzlliitoylsst. 

Ver, 888, Worthie^ to reign:'] The Angels here fiog ihe 
Ibme divine (bug which St, John humrd ihen 4ng in his vifioo, 
Jiev.iy.lU Nkwton. 

Ver, 891. ■■ ■ ■ ' who into glory him recMd^ 

Where HOW MJits at the right hand qfblifi*] iTm. 
iii. 16. ** Received up into glory/' And Beb, i. 3* ^VSatdowti 
on the right hand of the Majefty on high,'* Gillies. 

yer»9SS. Thu8ftneqfuringthing9in Bea!oenln/iMt^tiontarthf&cJ] 
Be repeats the fame kind of apology here in the conclufiou^ tbtt 
he made in the beginning of his narration. See B, v. 57^/ &c. 
And it is indeed the beft defence that cat) be made for the bold 
fidions in this book, which though fome cold readers perhaps 
may blame, yet the coldeft, I conceive, cannot but admire, ' It 
Is remarkable too witli what ar( Hind beauty- the poet from the 
liighth and fublimity of the reft of the book defcends hefe at the 
clofe of it, like the iatk from her loftieft iW>tes in the clouds, to 
thP 190ft profaick fimplicity of feugo^ge wi o»mbers ; a fimpli* 
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By wbat islpail, to.thee I haye reveaVd ^ 
liVhat might hdire elft to buinw race 'be^i.bid{ 
Tbe difcordlvtiiohbefel, mdwarin Ifeat^ .« } 
Amomg the angdiick Power?^ and tbe d^ep fall . 
Of thofe too high aipiring, who rebelled 
With Satan ; he who enfvies now thy fiate, i)oa 
Who now is plotting how he xa^J ieduce 
Thee alfo from obecUence, that, with him 
Bereay d of happineis, thou may'ft partake 
His punilhment, eternal miiery; 
Which would be all his folace and revenge^ 90$ 
As a defpite done againfi: the Moft High> 
Thee once to gain companion of his woe. 

city which not only gives it variety, but the greateft majefty, as 
Milton himfelf feems to have thought, by always choofing to giva 
' the fpeeches of God and the Meffiah in that ftyle, though thefc 
I fuppofe are the parts of this Poem, which Dryden cenfures as 
the flats which he often met with for thirty or forty lines together. 

Nbwtov. 

The reader cannot indeed but admire tbe dignity and emphalis, 
with which the Angel's fpeech concludes. The fame brief fen* 
tences, and folemn paufes, may be obferved in the fine moral in- 
finidion, which the heavenly meflenger gives Adam, at the Clofe of 
the eighth book. Todd. 

Ver. 900. With Satan; he who fucics now thy Jatfi] The 
conftrudiou requires Atm, as Dr. Bentley obferves: Or it may be 
nnderftood, ** he it is whe envies now thy flate.'* Newtok. 

The ke is highly emphatical here. To tcU the circumfiance 
of Satan's envy and infidious defigns againil Man newly created, 
and to warn him againil it, was the great purpofe of Raphael's 
miflion. . See B. v. 239> &c« Duhstsk. 
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But Uften not to his temptationsy' warn 
Thy weaker; let it profit thee to hare hear^ 
By terrible example, the rewanl 910 

Of difobedienoe; firm they might have floods 
Tet fiill; remember, and fear to tnm%rds. 

Yen 909. Tky weaker $] As St. Peter ad]s tbe wife, ^Iht 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Raphael, at the requ^ of Adam, relates haw and 
wherefore this world wasfirft created^ that Gody 
after the expelling of Satan and his Angels out ^ 
Hewoen, declared his pleq/tire'to create another 
world, and other creatures to dwell therein ; fends 
his Son with glory, and attendance of Angels, to 
perform the work of Creation in fix days: the 
Angels celebrate with hymns the performance 
thereof, and his reafcen/ion into Heawn. 



Digitized by 



Google 



PARADISE LOST. 



BOOK VII. 

Descend fromHeaven,Urania, by that name 
If rightly thou art called, whofe voice divine 
Following, above the Olympian hill I foar. 
Above the flight of P^af6an wing! 
The meaning, not the name, I call: for thou 5 

Ver. 1. Defccndfnm Heaoen^ Urama^ " Defcendd coelo,'* 
Hor. Od, \\u iv. 1. But Lere it is better applied, as now his 
fubje<^ leads him from Heaven to Earth. The word Urania in 
Greek fignifies keaxtnly; and he invokes the heavenly Mufe as he 
had done before, B. i. 6. And as he had faid in the beginning 
that he inimied to foar above the Aoaiam mumif fo now keifilys 
very truly that he had efieSed what he inteaded, and foare above 
the Olympian hill^ qbooe the JUght of 'Beg^^kai wag^ that is, his 
fubjed was more fut>)inie than the loftiell flight of the heathen 
poets. NswTON. 

Mr. Dunfter is of opinion that SyWefter's poem^ entitWd Franm 
or The Heavenly Mufe, and following the tranilation ofDuBartat, 
ed. 1 62 1 , p. 525 mid feq., might here occur in Milton's mind. I find 
indeed two or three paflages in the poem to iliuftrate this fup* 
pofition. Todd. . 

Yer, 5. > -for thou 

Nor of the Mufes nine, nor on the top 
Of old Olympus dtceWft; butj heacenly-bom^ Taflb, in 
his invocation, has the lame fcntiment, Gtrr. Ub. C. i, ft. % 
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Nor of the Mufes nine, nor on the top 
Of old Olympus dweU'ft; but, heavenlj-borfij 
Before the hiUs appeared, or fountain flow*d^ 
Thou with eternal, Wildom didft converfe, 
Wildom thy lifter, and with her didft play lo 
In preience of the Almighty Father, pleas'd 

** O Mufsy tUy che di caducfai allori 
** NoQ circondi la fronte m Helicona; 
** Ma (^ nel cielo infra i beati cbori 
^ *^ Hal di ftelle immortali aurea corona.*" THTxm* 

Ver« 7' *— old] $ome would read ** cold CMympus/* as in 
B* i. 5l6. But Milton calls it M^ as being famed of old and 
long celebrated. So, in B. i. 420, be fays '^ M Eupbratesy'' and, 
in B. ii. 593, « MoantQOitis old.** Newton. 

Ver, 8. Before the UUs appear* d^ A;c.] From Prop, rnu %kt 
)25, and 30, wbere tbe pbrafe of Wifdom always rgoidng before 
God, is playngy according to the Vulgar Latin, ^* hdeiu coram eo 
omnl tempore," to which Milton alludes, v. 10. And fo he quotes 
it likewife in his Tetrackordom: ** God himfelf conceabubthisowa 
recreations before tbe world was built; / va«, faith the eternal 
Wifdom, daily his deligkt, piaymg alway$ before Um/* Newtov. 

- '.So Spcofer, in his Spamt of Heaoenfy Baauikt havii^ defcribed 
the throne of God, thus proceeds, v. 183. 
' *' There in his bofom Sapieaoe doth fit, 

" The f&eerame dearliitg of the Ddiy." 
Mr. Dundcr here agrees with me, in referring alfo to tbe opening 
•f TalTo's Jl M<mdo Creo^o, .where there is a prolix but well imt- 
giaed addneis to the S^ienta etema: 

' **0 (fe n' h degno) ii duaro fuoao ascohi 

'^ Di lei, ch' ufcio da la Divina bocca 

** De V altiifimo Padre inanti al tempo - 

'* De le cofe create; e feco albeiga 

** D* antica eternitk gli eccelfi monti: . 

^ Primogenita fua ne 1* alta luce, 

^M eui la jpeote huioana afpira Indarno," Todd« 
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With thj cdeftial fong. Up led bj thee 
Into the Heaven of Heavens I haveprefiux^d, .. 
An earthly gueft, and drawn empyreal air. 
Thy tempering: with like lafety guided down i« 

* Mw. 14. ■ . and drawn empyreal air, 

Thy tempering:] This is faid id allqfion to the 
difficulty of refpiration on high mountains. This empyrtal air was 
too pure and fine for him, but the heavenly Mufe tempered and 
qualified it fo, as to make him capable of breathing in it: which 
is a modeft and beautiful way of befpeaking his readei'to make 
favoorablef allowances for any failing's he may have been guilty oft 
in treating of fo fublime a fubjed. Newtok. 

Dr. Bentley makes himfelf very merry in his infulting manner,, 
with the word tempering, and calls it the printer's blunder; but I' 
think the following application of it in Spenfcr nay juftify both 
printer and poet, Faerie Queene, ii. ii. 39. 

*^ Thus fairly ihe attempered her feaft, . 

^* And pleas'd them all with meet fatlety/' 

But I agree with dodor Bentley that tkee b better than tkj^ iemr 
pering. Thteb. 

Milton's expreffion is fo far from beingCintended as apologetic!: 
for any failings in this part of his fubjod, or conciliating favour 
towards his inadequate execution of it, that in ny opinion it bet 
fpeaks a decent confidence in the poet, that he had perfe^lly fuc* 
ceeded in this moft fublime and adventurous part of his fubjed. 
In clofing his addrefs to the heavenly Mufe, he tells her that 
under her divine condud he had fuccebfully adventujred even int4» 
the third or higheft Heaven, and bad prefumed even to breathe 
that highly teropeied air which ihe had tempered from, etf rnity 
jthus erapyreally pure, and in which (he herfelf refided with th^ 
Aimigfaty Father. Having been fo far fuccefsful, he now prays 
her in like manner to guide him iafely back to his native element, 
hy a due tr^nfition to the Creation of the world and mankind^ 
Jihe now (ucceeding pai^t of his fubjed. Thb tranfition then is 
admirably effeded by thb poetical and devout invocation of the 
boavenly Mufe. DifysTEH. 
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Return me to my n^ve demeiitr- 
Lelft ftom thb flyidg fteed imrein'd> (ds tmce 
Bellerophon, though from a lower clime,) 
Difmounted, on the Aleian field. I fall. 
Erroneous there to wander, and foriom. so 
Half yet remains unfung, but narrower bound 
Within the vifible diurnal Iphere; 
Standing on earth, not rapt above the pole, 

y«r. 1j8. Beileropiomt. &c.y Pope remarks* tiiat Milton bai* 
jnterwovea the ^ence of Bellerophon with Homer^s lelatioo of 
thb valiant youth, in the fixth lUad, Endeavouring to moant up 
to heaven on the winged horfe Pegafus, he fell upon the Jleum 
Jkltkf where he wandered till he died. In Horoer, his wanderings 
are attributed to a diflraded mind. And dodor Newton obferves, 
that the plain truth of the ilory feems to be, that, in his latter 
days, he grew mad with his poetry; which Milton begs may never 
be his own cafe: ** Left from this flying fteed &c/' And he lays 
tMs, to diftinguiih his from the common Pegafus, ** above the 
Hight of whofe wing he fuared,** as he fpeaks, v, 4. Todd. 

Ver. 21. Half yet remains tmfung^] I underftand this with 
Mr. Richardfon, that it is the half of the epifode, not of the 
whole work, that is here meant; for, wh^m the poem was divided 
into but (en books, that edition had this paflhge at the begiDoii^ 
of the fevcotb at now. The epifode has two principel parts, the 
war in Heaven, and the nmv Creation; the one was fung^ but the 
other remained unfung, and he is now entering upon it— M wiv 
rotoer homd. Botmd here feems to be a participle as wdl as 
mfimg. Half yet remains unfuog; but this other half is not 
tapt fo much into the invifible worid as the formeri it is coofiaed 
in narrower compafs, and bound within the vifible fpheie of day. 

NawTO*. 

Ver. 23. rapt above the pole,'] Foffibly with 

a reference, as in ver, 13, to St. Paul's account of his beiqg 
caught up into the third Heaven, it Cor. xii, 2. But itmuft be 
noticed that the opening of The Colmims in Sylvefier's Dn Bartas 
exhibits the phrafe, p. 285. 
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More ikfe I £iig with mortal voice, tti&cliai^'d 
To hoarfe or mute^ though fklfeh on evil days^o^ 
On «f il (kyd though &)len> and evil tongues; 
In darkn«fe, and trith daftgerd compa^S'd round, 
And folittide; yet not alone, while thoti 
Vifit'il: my lumbers nightly, or when mom 
Purples the eaft: fHU govern thou my &ng» m 
Urania, and fit audience find, though few. 

** If ever, Lord» the pureil of my foule 
" In facred rage were rapt abaoe the pokJ* 

And Urania, the heavenly Mufe, thus addrefles Du Bartas, in 

Sylveilei^s tranllation, p. 526. 

** I am Vrania, then aloud faid ihe, 

" Who human kind abaoe the poles tranfport." 

DUKSTEV. 

Ver, 25* — thpygh fallen on enl dayi. 

On evU day$ thoi$gkfaU^ and evil tongues ;2 The 
repetitipn and turn of the words is very beautiful. A lively pidure 
this, in a few lines, of the poet's wretched condition. Though he 
was blind, in darknefs; and vdth dangers compa/s'd rounds and 
folUudSy obnoxious to the government, and having a world of 
enemies among the royal party, and therefore obliged to live \eTj 
much in privacy and alone; he was not become hoarfe or mute. 
And what ftrength of mind was it, that could not only fupport him 
iihder the weight of thefe misfortunes, but enable him to foar to 
fach heights, as no human genius ever reached before ? 

Newtok. 

Ver. 29. Vijifjt mj/Jumbers nightfy,] The poet might her» 
remember the nightly vifions of Beatrice to Dtnte, Purgatorio, 
C. XXX. 133. And fee alfo P. L. B. ix. 22. And Mr. Warton*s 
note on ^eg. v. ver. 6. Todd. 

Ver. 31. and Jit audience find^ though few.'] He had 

Mbrace in mind. Sat, i. x. 73. 

. ** neque te ut miretur turba, labores, 

*' Contentus paucis ledoribus.*' Newton. 
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But dmt fuoffth^ barbarous di^nante 
C^ fiattihus and hia revelkrs, tbe race 
Of that wild rout that tore the Thradaii bant 
In Rhodope, where woods and rocks had ears ss 
To rapture^ till the iayage damour drowned 
Both harp and voice; nor could the Muie defend 
Her ion. So fail not thou, who thee implores: 

Ver. 39. Btii drioefar cf &c.] In imitation of tbe hcatliMi 
divines, who ufed to utter their verfes only to the pure. Thus, in 
Fragm. Orpkeo adfaript. 

tlmtrolftmq. CaLLANO£R. 

Ver. 3d. Of Bacchus and his revellers^'] It is not improbable, 
that the poet intended this as an oblique fatire upon the diflblute- 
nefs of Charles the Second and bis Court ; from whom he feemi 
to apprehend the fate of Orpheusi who, though he is faid to have 
charmed woods and roclcs with his divine Tongs, was torn to pieces 
by the Bacchanalian women of Rhodope, a mountain of Thimces 
nor could the Mufu Calliope, his mother, defend him.— iSo^otl ndi 
thoVf who thee impiores : Nor was his wiih inefiedual; for the Go* 
vernment fuffered him to live and die unmolefted. Newtov. 

It is the more probable that he intended here to defignate 
Charles the fecond and his Court, as elfewhere he feems notto have 
fcrupled to charadlerife them in very broad exprelfions. See P. L. 
B. i. 497* &c. Par. Reg. B. ii. 183, &c. Todd. 

Ver. 35. — — where woods and rocks had ears tec] 

^s in Horace, ** auritas quercus/' Od. I; u 11. But fee tha de> 
fcription of Jubal's lute, in Sylvefter's Du Bart. l€21, p. 231. 

•* the melodious lute,. 

'' That makes woods harken, and the windes be mute.** 

Todd. 

Ver. 38. ^^^SofaUnotthout who thee implores:] The el* 
lipfis here is like that of the word Uia i^ Virgil» where he fitys^ 
Ed, ii. 2^ 
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For ihovL art heavenly, ihe ah emptj dreaxd. 

Saj, Goddefs, what eiifued when Haphaeli 40 
The afiable Arch-Angel, had forewarned 
Adam, by dire example, to beware 
Apofiafy, by what befel in Heaven '^ 

To thofe apoibteis; left the like befall 
In Faradife to Adam or his race, M 

Charged not to touch the interdifted tree. 
If they tranigrefs, and flight that fole coinmand. 
So eafily obey'd amid the choice 
Of all taftes elfe to pleafe their appetite. 
Though wandering. He, with his confortedEve, 
The ftory heard attentive, and was filf d- 51 

With admiration and deep mule, to hear 
Of things fo high aiid ib^inge; things, to their 

thought 
So unimaginable, as hate in Heaven, 
And war {6 near the peace of God in bfifi, H 
With fiich confuflon: but the evil, foon 
Driven back, redounded as a flood on tho;fe 
From whom it ipning; impoflible to mix 
WiCh-hkeifediie& >iVlbence Adam foon repe^*d 

*^ Canto qus foiitus, fi quando armenta vocaret.** 

Lord Movboddo, 

Vcr."50. - ' ' conforted] C(n\forted 

from confort, « Cum confotte tori," as Ovid fay*, Met. i. 319. 

NEWToir. 

Vcr. 59. Whence Jdamfoon repeal'd 

The doubti] Dr. Bentley would read dtfpelTd; but, 
.if aii'aitcratSon were nec^flary, 1 (hould rather read repelled. But 
in the fame fenfe ai a law is faid to be refcaNt wheD an end it put 

TOL« 1II« A A 



Digitized by 



Google 



SJ4 PARADISE L0S3L Bomr rtu 

The jAtmbii that «ia bi9 heaii^t ara£bi and now jSp 
Led bni ^ybtiinilefs, with jdbefire tolcnow 
What ndamx^might concern him^ hovir this world' 
Of Heaven and Earth, con^icuoua &ii b^an; . 
When^ and whsteaf cr^atdLpfbr what.caiiie; 
What witUiiiEden^ or.wltUoiit^.was doac j65 
Before his memory;; as one wh6fe}cbQutii 
Yet fcait» alky diflillq^tt the CBrreiktii^^ • 
Whole liquid muitlnur htird:nitWithnA excites^. 
Proceeded thus to alk hikHjemenlygAsii 

Great things^ and fullof wonder in out eass, 70 
Far <liifering^ from thia worlds thou haft liereaTd, 
Divine ih tetfpretefi by &VQur ient 
Down* frdm^ the empyreail,. to forewarn 
VJb timely q€ what m^ght eUk have been our lofi^ 
Unknown^ which human knowledge could not 
reach;' 75 

For w&ich to the infioila^Good weowe/ 
Immortal thankg,:.andhih adninhiihindiift. ii.. - 
Reobrre^ wkh folemnpiifpo&)i)oob&p^ . . 
Immutably his ibvrqn^wiU^ the endi > 
'Of i^hat weave. Butiinae«tlioii;haft'mMhi2^^ 
Gently, for our inftrudion, to impart ei 

to all th« force and e^ed of it*, fo^ when dovbts are at an end, -U^^; 
iDi^ be faid to be r^peaCd. Pi| aac^. 

Mtr»69'- Proceeded thus &c.] The conftrudion is, '* And, 
led on with defire to Jmow ttc,^ proceeded thni to aik htt he^vfnly 
;|}M»it" NawToH. 

Ver. 7^* Divine ifHerpreldir 5| . So Merouiy H <alM iin\fitgil» 
« Inierpre^ ditim;* Mxu iv. 3f8. ^fawroir. 



Digitized by 



Google 



BQQK.yiii PARADISE LOST. 355 

ThingSi above .eartiilyt^^ which yet cobh 

certU' *.. ; ' ' 

Our knowing; a& to hi^heff wifddm feemr d. 
Deign to defcend now lower, and relate • • ' 
What jfitiay -no le&^perfaa{>s avail tis knowq, "3s' 
Howt j&nft began/tfab Bi^to jw^hiehwe^ehold' 
Daft8nt|!)iiiigjr^'i?nthk^^^ adbriiM i :i>^l 
Innumerable; and this which yield$:or/fi]£5: 
All ipace, the ambient air wide interfus'd 
Em^qiagrpimdthi&flDfkl Earth; vrhat eaufe 
Mov d the Creator, in his holjr reft* ' pi 

Thft>tigh aU etfetnity, fo kte to bnild 

Ifer. .89^. Owr kmamg,] Thh i$ a pecuiiar.idiom of the 
Epg^iib tongue for m to know. , STii^l.i?iyQ]?i«&BX« 

V«n' *84 " " ! ■' • a«4#*t# wkidlyitU^&c.y' Yields: fpace iA 
aJli bodies,! and bgaiti filte up the defert^d fptce Ib'as to be ftii)fer^ 
vient to motion. Richardson. • :i > 

Ver. 89. — *- — rt«f ambient «> wt*^" ititftrftisM] 'Ambient 
interfused denotes ^e-air not only ftlttotindlnf'tlie earthy but flow- 
ing into, and fpun out between, al! bodies; akid^is a *ii9ler and 
fi/ier lu^fiqt^oCi^VquMiand'fpintua) t^twii|9»l^vii%{)0y8|C\^m 
io f^t^jre^iihaQ tbat-of OKid|,^€^ h I9f * - 1 ' ' '''-" ''- ^ 
if<;^SNdc«ircttmfiilb|iendebat in ai!re tdUs.*' Hirvii^' i-^i 

' Veti'-S^: '-^ — '-^ Jb late to buibat^ It is a qucfebn 

tbatlias be^ll often alked, tf^ God JUd hot cre^ejfiewrldjomerj 
lIUl tbd ikiiir (lU^oii nii^t beaiked, iftbe world W ' beeo 
cfeat^ at 'ka^ t^me ; for iUll there were infinite ages ' l^fore th'si^ 
thMl ' And'that can iieVer be a juft exception againft this ^ime, 
y^ti\A hiUds equally adrift' all titne. It inuft be refolved into tt|e 
1^ -win and t>l0aAir^ Jf' Al&ighty God: :6ut there is a fiirtiier 
reafon, according to Milton's hypoth6(is ; which is^ that drod, ati^ 
the expelling of l^two ttdtiift Aiig^ls mit t>f Heaven, declare!/ his 
«|df«lAW Io Cut^ply, theifT plaop, by ctmtfog anbifter world, and 
.'•tfanr cmtwcte ^ ibreli theiiein.: .Nbwmka* . ^ '*^ 

A A 2 
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In Chaos; and the work bqgun^ how foon 
Abfolv'd; if unforbid thou may*ft unfold 
What we, not to explore the fecrets aflc 95 

Of his eternal empire, but the more 
To magnify his vnorks^ the more we know. 
And the great light of day yet wants to run 
Much of his race thoi^ fieep; iul^enie m 
Heaven/ 99 

Vcr« 9^. Mfoh"d;'\ Finiihed, cotnpletedi perfeAed, from th^*** 
Latin, ab/oluiui. Ricuahd»ov. 

Vcr. 97* Ta magnify his works,] Job xxxvi« 24. " Remeni- 
ber that thou magnify Hs work^ &c«" Gillibs. 

Vcr, 98. And the great light of day yet wants to rm kc.'\ Our 
author has improved upon Homer, Odyfflxi. 572, where Alcinoos, 
by the fame fort- of argi^ments, endeavours to perfuade Ulyfliss to 
eoDtiDuc his narratioii; only there it was night, and hare tha 
fceae is by day. 

Kim IU9 ii tf ySw hmr x ^ f km . 

Mr.Thy«r is of opinion, that there is not a greater infianceof 
our author's exquifitc (kill id the art of {)oetry, than this and the 
Ibllowing lines; There is nothing morc^ raally to be etprefled, 
than Adam's telling Raphael his defire to hear the continuance of 
Ikis relation \ and yet the poet, by a feries of firong and pofala 
ifigures, has worked it up into half a fco^e of as fine lincisas unf 
tii the whole poem, . Lord Shafteibury has obferyed, that J^lilton's 
beauties generally depend upon folid thought, iirongreafonin^ 
noble paifton, and a continued thread of moral do&rine ; but in 
thU place he ha^ ifhown what an exalted fiaLncy, and mere ioKce of 
piietry, can do. NkwTOX. . . . / 

Ver. S9. — TT^ fyfpenfem Beait^, 

. Meld by thy voice f thy poient voice, Ae he^e,] We havp 
here altered the pun&uaiion of the firft editi«Qt, wbich was lhd»: 
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BOOK vn. PARADISE LOST. 357 

. Held'by thy voice, thy potent voic^ he hears, 
And longer will dday to h^ar thee tell . 
His generation^ and the rifing birth 
Of Nature from the unapparent Deep: 
Or if the Har of evening and the moon « 104 
Hafie to thy audience^ Night with her will bring 
Silence; and Sleep^ lillening to thee^ will watch; 
Or we can bid his abience, till thy long 
End^ and diimifs thee ere the monung ihina 
Thus Adam his illuihious gueft befought: 



fufpenfe in Heaven 



" Held by thy voice, thy potent voice he hears.^ 
for after it is faid " he is held fufpenfe iii Heaven by thy voice" 
to fay *^ he hears thy voice*' is poor and low indeed. He muft 
hear it before he can be held by it* Wq have therefore followed 
the punduation of Dr. Pearce ; and the fcnfe fcems plain, as he 
has pointed thefe verfes, Held by iky potent voke, ke hears fu/per\fc 
ta Hemenf that isi be (tops and .hearkens, he ftays and is attentive* 
The poets often feign the rivers to ftop their courfe, and other in- 
animate parts of nature to hear the fongs of Orpheus and the like, 
Virg. Eel. viii. 4. " £t mutata fuos requierunt flumina curfus.** 
Nay, charms and verfes can bring the moon down from Hearen, 
** Carmina vel corio poffunt deducere iunam,*' ven Cft and we^ 
therefore may Milton fuppofe the fun to delay yfii^pended in Heaven, 
to hear the Angel tell his gentration-y and efpecially finca we rea^ 
that the fun did Ihind iUll at the voice of Jo(hua« Nbwton. 

Yii^il fays the ikies were fo pleafed with the fong of Silenuiip 
that they were forry the evening came on and put an end to i^ 
Eel. vi. sh. 

** Cogere donee oves ftabulis numerfimque referre 
" Juflit, et infoiio proceffit Vefper Olympo." 

Stillikoflebt. 
Ver. 103. ■ ■ ■ ■ - the unapparent Deep :] Where no^^inj' 
was to be/een, ^according to Gen. i. 3. ** Darknefc was upon th# 
face of the Deep*** ii\JUjL. 
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Apd tinis (iheijrodlike Apgel ^nfwer d miUL no. 
This alfo thy requeft^^ lyith caution, a&^d, ^ * • 
Obtain; though to recbiinit almighty woiIb 
What words or tongue, of Seraph can fiiffice. 
Or heart of man iuffice to comprdiend i / ' 
Yet what thducanfiatiainy which beldraajienre 
To' glorify the Maker^ and infer ' ii« 

Thee alfp happier^' ihall not' be withhdd 
Thy hearing; iiich commiffion froniabo¥& 
I have rcceiv d, to aniwer thy defire 
Of knowledge within bounds; beyond, abflain 
To alk; nor let thine own inventions hop.^ lai 

Ver. 11 2. ^^-^ though to recount almighty uorks 

What words or tongue of Seraph canfttffice^'\ Com- 
pare B.vi. 297» $98. Aud Homer, //. xii. 176. 

*AfymXiaf fi fM r«vr«^ ^ut 0i, v«pt* iywfs^rm, ToDD, 

Vcr.Jl6. — — ^d infer] And hyinj^rence mdte 

thee happien NEw*roir. 

Ver. 121- thine ovn inventionsj Milton feens 

here to allude to Ecclef, vii. 20. ^' They have fought out many 
inventions ;*' which commentators explain by reqfimingt. No 
need then for Cfr. Bentley's conceptions, Pbarce* 

Soy in P/akn cvi. 29. ^ Thus they prov<Mcod him to ai^r with 
their own inv^ions,** and fee ver. 38. The two following lines 
are almoil a literal tranflation of thefe two in Horace^ 0<2.iiii. 
xxix. 29. 

**^ Prudens futnri temporis exitum 

<< Caliginosi node premit Deus/' Thter 

Ibid. fiQr lei tkwe own mcentkms hope &c.] Gonipar» 

Huoier, Iliad i. 545. 

Miiiruf' »p r. K 
See alfo J<A. v* 9* "^odd. 
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Things not revealed, which the mvifible King, 
Only Ommicieitt, hath f\:qp|)ye&*d in night; 
Ta none comintlnicable in 'Earth or Heaven : 
Enough is left befides to iearch iuid know. 12s 
But khowled^e is as ifood, and nebds ho leis • 
Her tedopiirance over appetite, to know . ' 
In mealure what the mind may well cotitjuh*^ • 
Opprefies^life wifli iurfeit, and foontiims' 
'Wifiiom to fblly, as nourrQiment ^ wind* 1*) 
Know then, that, after Lucifer from Heaven 
<8o call him, brighter 6nce amidft the hoft 
Of Angels, than that liar the ftars among,) 
Fell with his flaming legions through the deep 
Into his place, and the great Son return d 135 
Yidorious with his Saints, the Omnipotent 

Ver. 122. ■ the iwijibk KingH As God is 

ikyledin i Tim. i. 17i '' the ixivilible King,*' ^ this is the pro- 
pereft epithet that could have been employed here, when he is 
ipeaking of tkmgs not revcoTdj fupprtft'd in nighty to none comfiiif- 
mkabU m Earth or Heaoen^ neither to Men nor Angels ; as it is 
faid of the day of judgment. Mat. xxiv, 56. ^ Of that day and 
hour knoweth no Man, no, not the Angels of Heaven, but my 
Father only.** Newtov. 

Ver* 129* andfoon twme 

Wifdom to folly f as nouH/kment to wind.'] This is 
a fine commentary upon the words of St. Paul, i Cor. viii. i. 
** Knowledge pufieth up/' So, ia his DoBrine and DifcipHne qf 
Divorce^ he fpeaks of knowledge, whiph, ** proving but of bad 
nourijhment in the concoction, as it was heedlefs in the devouring, 
filffs tip unhealthily a certain big face bf (uietended learning, &c.** 

Todd. 

Ver. 155, Into his place,] As the traitor Judas is laid to go 
« to his ovin place,** A^s u 25, NawTOif . 
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Eternal Father from liis throne beheld 
Their multitude, and to his Son thus ipake. 
At lead our envious Foe hath &il'd» who 
. thought 
All like himfelf rebellious, by whofe aid i4o 
This inacceflible high ftrength, the feat 
Of Deity fupreme, us difpoffefsd, . 
He trufted to have feis'd, and into fraud 
Drew many, whom their place knows here no 

more: 
Yet far the greater part have kept, I fee> i4s 
Their fiation; Heaven, yet populous, retains 

Ver. 139* Jt leail] I do not like taking liberties with the 
original text, or elfe I (hould choofe to read ** At Iq/l/' 

TlIYEA. 

Ver. 143. ■ and into fraud &c.] Frauds in com- 

mon acceptation, means no more than deceit ; but often fignifies 
misfortune. Milton, who fo conftantly makes Latin or Greek of 
£ngli(h, does it here, and extends the idea to the mifery, the 
puniihment, confequent upon the deceit, as well as the deceit 
itfcif. So that Satan is faid here, not only to have drawn many 
into fraud, nut only that he 

" allur'd them, and with lies 

" Drew after him the third part of Heaven's hoft," 
as in B. v. 709 ; but that he ruined as well as cheated them» 
B. i. 600. 

** Millions of Spirits for his fault amerc'd 

" Of Heaven, and from eternal fplendours flung 

" For his revolt/* Richardson. 

Ver. 144. — — whom their plau ktijws here no more :] A 
Scripture expreflion; Job vii. 10. ** Neither fhall his place know 
him any more-.** - And fee Pfakt ciii. iff. Newton* 

Ver. 143. have kept, Ifee^ 

Their ftation ;} Judc 6. '* The angels which kej^ 
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Number iiifficient to pafle& her realms 
Though wide, and this high temple to frequent 
With minifteries due, and iblemn rites: 
B^t, left his heart exalt him in the harm iso 
Alr^dy don^ to have diipeopled Heaven, 
My damage fondly deem'd, I ean repair 
That detriment, if fiich it be to lofe 
Self-loft; and in a moment will create 
Another world, out of one man a race 155 
Of men innumerable, there to dwell, 
Not here; till, by degrees of merit raised. 
They open to themfelves at length the way 
Up hither, under long obedience tried ; 159 
And Earth be changed to Heaven, and Heaven 
to Earth, 

not their firft ejate*' Waller, in his Vindication of himfelf, alters 
eftate as Milton has dc^e : *^ Thofe angels that kept not their 
firft/fl^foii, p. 299 " ToDO. 

Ver. 154. Alilton feems to favour the opinion of fome divines^ 
that God's creation was indnntaneous, but the effects of it were 
made vifible and appeared in fix days, in condefceniion to the 
capacities of Angels; and is fu related by Mofcs, in condefcenfion 
to the capacities of Men. Nxwtok. 

Ver. 160. Jnd Earth be changed to Heaven^ &c.] Mi]ton^« 
meaning feems to have been this, That Earth would be fo happy 
in being inhabited by obedient creatures, that it would be changed 
to i. e. rrjeoibie Heaven ; and Heaven, by receiving thofe crea- 
tures, would in this referable Earth, that it would be (locked with 
men for its inhabitants. Pearck. 

Qr thus in Hu^rt, the Angels frequently vifiting Earth, and 
Men being tranflated to Heaven, Newton. 

Surely, as Mr. Dunfier aUb remarks, this expreflionof M^ton 
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One ki^om, ip^caiadwifon withcmt ead. 
Mean ithileiahabit.kzi ^e Byvr^rs of Heaven ; 
And thctt; tny Word, beg£rtten Son, by thee 
(This hfoCotm; {i^ak thoa, 4BUid be it4one} 
My QTO0aaKlowiin[^%int^^ Might tinith thee 
I iendialong; ride fbrth^ and bid the Deep i<» 
Within appointed teund^ be Heaven and Earth; 

plainly points. to tHe.finaJ reiidence, of the Saints above, after a 
long obedience tried ; when they, who. have been inhabitants of 
Earth fhall be tntnOated to Heaven, and Heaven become their 
Earth, jl k^ their habitati^a fiee i iW. iii: 13^ &c. Todd. 

Ver. ,\6%, Mwi vAiU inhabit Jax,] Dwdl nwra tt large, 
there being ^ mere room now than there was before the rebel 
Angels were expelled, or than thfere will be after Men are tranf- 
latod to 'Heaven. t'If'tbisbe thfemeaiiiiigv we cannot much com- 
mend the beauty of the fentiment, as it intimates thait Ihe Angels 
might be ilraitened for roam in Heaven. Newton. 

Inhobii ^ is a claflical expreffion. ^^ ffabUare laxi et magni* 
fic^ voluit, duafque et magnas et nobiles domos conjongere^ &cJ^ 
Cic. Orat. pro Domo, C. 44. '^ Huic laxiordomiUy illi amoenior 
villa, *£cc." Plin« Panegyric. C. 50.' Claflical as it is, it ianot 
•well imported into our language, at leafl into our poetry. In this 
place, I cannot but obferve, the idea is poor; andtfacpbrafe 
is diigudingly quaiAt. Dunster. 

Ver. l63. ' by thee 

This I perform ;] See Co/, i. l6. And obierve 
the force and propriety of thepr^^ tenfe for the^iihcre; fbr,as 
Mr. Stillingfteet alfo notes, ^^ Immediate Kit the ads of God,** ver. 
176, infii. Todd. 

Ver. 165. My overfhadowing Spiritti Luke i. 35. ^* The 
Holy Ghoft (hall come upon thee, and the Power of the Higheft 
fhall averjhadow thee." The Spirit of God co-operated in the 
creation, Gau i. % and therefore is here faid to hefi^t Jkmg 
with the Son. Newtow. '/^i^ A^-^ -AUU-^,f^«->^£!2?^^ 

Ver. \6r. WMun appoieted bottnds] See aUi^ B. tH. 54S. 



BOOK yn^ PARM)I8E LOST. g«f 

BouncUels the Deep, laeeaufe liAn who &A 
Infinitude, iior vacudus the l^iace. * 
Though I, tmtrircumfcribU«yiyf,- retire, 170 
And put not forth my goodnefs, which' is free 
To aft or not, Neceffity and.Qianoe 
Approach not me, and what I :^iU is Fate* 

So ipake the Almighty, and to wha^ he fpake 
His liV'brd, the Filial Godhead, gave edkA. 17* 

The bounds,^ tie fia is a Scripture phrafe. ^e Jen v, %2^ and 
/^/mciv. 9. Todd. 

Yer. lS8. Batmdlefi tke JDfQ?, &c.] The fenfe is, the Deep 
is boundlefsy l)ut the fpace contained in it is not vacuous and 
empty, becaufe t^ere is an itifioitode, aikl I dll it. Though t, 
who am myfelf nocaic^uiafcribed, fe^ l^pnds t^ my goo^iieft* and 
do not exert iii every where, yet neither Neceffitv nor Chance 
influence my'adli^ons, &c. PearCe. 

Ver. 17S. ^ — (md what I will i$ FateJ] From Lucan, 

%8 Dn JBenitlfy, v^9K 

" .Deus magiiiift)ue potenfque 

^^ Sive canit hUua, feu quod juhet ipfe canendo 

" Fit fatum/* 
Dr. Jortin cites Statius, Theb. i. 212. But Mr. Thyer fays, the 
exprefiion is borrowed from Taflb, where Satan, mimicking the 
Deity, fays to his followers, Gier.Ub. C. iv, ft. 17. 

" Sia deftin ci6, ch' io voglio" 

Or rather from Claudian, De Rapt. Prof, ii. S06. 

" Sit fatum quodcunque voles." 

But perhaps the j^eciof the Deity in Plato's Timaiu might be 
now alfo in Milton's- mind : Q«^' ^**'» •» hf *tf««^f »«*ic « 
if^, Sk A' i^ymiiMm, AATTA, EMOT yt Q£A0NTO£. Platoo. 
Opp. edit. Serran. torn. iii. 41. This dialogue appears to ha\e 
been often confuUed by Milton, in his account of the creation. 
See Mr. Thyer^s note, B. iii. 713, and the notes on ver. 505| and 
yer. 548, of Ibis book. ToDP. 
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Immediate are the afts oF God, more fwift 
Than time or motion, but to hmnan ears 
Cannot without procefs of ipeech be told. 
So told as earthlj notion can receive. 
Great triumph and rejoicing was in Heaven, iso 
When fuch was heard declared the Almight/s 

will; 
Gloiy they fung to the Moft High, good will 
To future men, and in their dwellings peace; 
Glory to Him, whofe juft avenging ire 
Had driven out the ungodly from his fight i85 
And the habitations of the juft; to Him 
Glory and praife, whofe wifdom had ordain'd 
Good out of evil to create; infteed 
Of Spirits malign, a better race to bring 

Ver. 178, Cannot without procfefa of fpeech be toU'] Conn 
pare Shakfpeare's Troil. and Crtfs. A. iv. S. i. 

" Witnefs the procefi of yourjJicccA/' 
TJut Milton here lays the accent on the laft fyllable of procefi, as 
alfo in B. ii. 297- It is thus accented in Lenton's Young GaBanfs 
WJddigiggy 4to. 1629, p. 3. 

" Where in procifit of time he grew to be 

" A pretty fchoUar, ^c.** Todd. 

Ver. 182. Glory they fmg to the Mojt Htgk, &c.] The 
Angels are very properly made to fing the fame divine fong to 
uiher in the creation, which they did to uiher in the fecond crea- 
tion by Jefos Chrifl, Luke Ii. 14. And we cannot but approve 
Dr. Bentlcy's emendation, Glory they fung to God Moft High, 
inftead of to the Moll High ; as it improves the meafure of the 
verfe, is more oppofed to men immediately following, and agrees 
better with the words of St. Luke, " Glory to God In the higheft, 
and on earth peace, good will towards men.*' Nbwtoit^ 
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Into their viicant vooia^ and thence difiuie igo^ 
His good to worlds and ages infinite. 
« 'So fang the Hierarchiesi.Meanrvrhile the Son 
On his great eKpedition now appear d^ / ; 
Girt with Oinnipotibnoe^iwith radianoejCi^wad' 
Of Majcfty Birinei iapience and love ^ . 
Immeiife, and all his Father in him ihdi;ie. ' igiflt. 
About his chariot numberlob .were pour d 
Cherub^ and Seraph^ Potentates, and Thrones, 
AndYirtties, winged Spirits, and chariotsi winged' 
From the aimoiiry of God; .where Hand of old 
Myiiads^ between twohcazen mountains lodg'd 
Againft a folemn day, harnefs*d at hand, 202 



Ver. 19?, So fang the Hierarchies:'} The three orders of 
Angels are alfo reprefented as fonoed into diftind chgirs, and 
fining Hofannas to the Higheii, in Dante*s Paradifo, C. xxviti. 

Todd. 

Ver, 1S7. jihaui hii charioi numberU/s were ^\iT'd 

Chenihi and Serapk,'} Dr. Bentley calls '' Cherub 
pow^d!' an aukward expreflion : Bat yet we read in B. ii. 937. 
__*— — «< Heaven«gates 
" Paur'd out by millions her vi^rious bands.*' 
And, in Par. Reg. B. iii. 310. 

^ •« and faw what numbers numberlefe 

•• The dty gMfs out pom'dr 

And fo, in Virgil, £n. u 1?14. " Fuji perhcrbam." Again, Mn. 
y\\. ai2. " Agris ^^ jnventus.- And ifrequently elfewhere. 
But the word pour'd has ftiH more propriety here, as it ihowrtlie 
readinefs and forwardnefs of the Angels to attend the Meffiah's 
expedition : they wcre<fa earned as not to ftay to form thfemfelve» 
Uito regular order, but %ere pcufd numberlefs about his chariot. 

PF.AaCE. 
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Spontaneous, ibr withuBi theihi Spirit liird, > i 
AttenidiEint on their Lcnrd: Heaven- tij^en'd^ipide 
Her ever^daring gates^i faarmonieiisf ifinmcl' ' sd(^ 
Oa golden hu^es ttiawmg, to leb&btE ' 
The King o£ Glory; in his pawc^fiil Worf v > 
And Spisit, coming to create hew:.vorId& '^ * 
On heavenly gvooni tfaey Hood ; and from tbfe 
. feore 210 

They Tiew^dfh^iAftiiMio^^^ : 

Outrageous' as a • fea,; 'dark'; waieftii^': wiU^ 
Up firom the b o ttoms tttin^U' hyhaiind Winds . 

Vcr. 207. On golden hinges mowig,] See alfo P. L. B. v. 
fi55. The doors of Armida*s palace tarn on golden hinges, Taflb» 
Oicr. Ub. C. y\. (t. Q. ' . " ^ . - 

' <* Le poTte qiii d* effigiato ai"gehfo, ' 

^* S(i i cardini ilridcan di lucid^ aro^' T61>b: 

> Ver. 211. They viewed Sec] Milton's defcription of God 
the Son and his attendant Angds Viei^ifig tHe vail uimeaQrrdble 
^byfs^ &c. has a great refemhlabee to ther folltyvt^rig^aifage ioYida, 
Chriji. lib. i. ' 

*' Hie fuperiini Sator infbrmem f^Jeculftttls acervum, 

*' ^ternam nodferaqoe, in'digdhiniqne pfdfiindoni^ 

** Prima vtdebatur moliri exciyfia Terum \ .- \ . 

** Ipfe macaaa miV^ acmubA liMw.comfcus^*^ 

And that he had this in his eye I think tiM tnote^rdbaUeVbecaafe 

his account of the creation of light and iis.haini^afiberwardstfanf' 

planted into the fun's orb, which was pot ye^ cr^aled, earnest 

Aroug aliufion to the fuccecding lines^ 

** Jamque videbatur fukjida ^Mbe qiow^ 
*' Stelligeri coave^a poli, terr^qu^.»<^%qu«, 
** £t lucem fimul undivygim, maKunde roigintes 
'< £t folis radios, et cceli accenderet ignes/' Thtbr. 
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Heaven's faig&di^ {iiidiim<Jbntfa^4^tC^^l9^ 

pole*. ■ ', > i .«.'-• ';^;: , •..*, • ^1| 

SikiioB^i Ttt tan»ibiedbrWa[¥iQS» andtt|!)i(p^ Pe^s; 

Said then:ithe OmmfiokWwd^ ;^0wdkq0|ld;6i¥i]! 
Nor ilaid; but^ diD tJh^;Tkrifl^:pf'Q)9t»]9i«K 
Uplifted,. inipdtocBii gjor^fi^^idter j - .; jr.r;i ? 
Fan into <I!haid${)and>ttfei:^^ : o ^IP 

,•' ^ . '/* :!.••;/ ' •-..•. . / / • • ' 

and that we (houid read " In furging waves :'* for it feems better, 
as he obferveS) to fay of 4he fea, " Up from the bottom turned 
M furgirijt.waves,'' than.'^ Up^froni Ihifi bottei»4urn'd ^ fudging 
waves/' Sea alfo note on CaHMi^ T. 5!^d. Toi>D* ' *- 

• Ver.'2l&. — ' ■ and mik^M temtar^maktke^p0k^ It is 

-eenak) tbart «i GhaoS' was nettheffi center nor po1e;:i(> imlher wen 
t^i^^wf 4ttoanlain$ as m tha preceding Iiiiq; tbeiAdgtri'dpes net 
fay there were.: Uetelb.Adanuhefewaj^fii€hca9furion i|i Chaos, 
as if on earth the .fea in. mawuaiaap^ wayej^lboiildnie from its 
vei^'faottOjntct^irauU Heaven, and mix the center of the globe 
with the exti^emities of it The apteil illuftration he could pof- 
fibly.have thought of to have given Adam fome idea* of thb thing* 

RiCHARDSOK. 

Ver^ 1tl6. Silemeitye irn^MM' 1f^(f9e^f ani thou Deepf peace^ 
.How- muahdoea that brevity «o£ tjbe co^ioiand add to the fublimity 
fwdaMJafty>of ii ! Ai i»>tfafl fiHiie<^]Mad.i>f beauty thfttLpngiDus ad- 

iiiira» in. the Mofaick lliftory^ pf itfae Creation* it it of the fame 
^fiiainimtli the fiMoe Ommfitit^ ttfoMi oalipii^ Iba* tempea in the 
.GofpeU ^hen he faid to the. xaging/ea^ Piace» fe j^/, Mark iv. 
:$9i Aid ' how eleganllyrlias ha .turned the cammaading wotA 
JSthicemt^jKosty making oDo.thie.&rft.aQd the otheir ^he Ull in the 
;feabttoi;,,aiui.thoi«by giving thagreiUer focoa and. «^pho$s \fi 

both ! Nkitton* 



Digitized by 



Google __ 



M» PARADISE LOST. sook vin. 

For Chaos heard his voke:^ Him adl his.tfaiit' 
Followed in bright proceffion^ to behold 
Creation, and the wonders of his might 
Then ftaid the fervid wheels, and in his hand 
He took the golden compailes, prepard 325 
In God's eternal ftbre, to circumicribe 
This univerie, and all created things: 
One foot he centered, and the other turn'd 
Round through the vaft profundity obfcore; 
And iaid, Thus far extend, thus far thy bounds^ 
Thisbethyjuftdrcumferience, O World! 231 
Thus God the Heaven oeated^ thus the Earth; 

Ver. 224, — the fervid wheels,] Horace's epithet, Od. 

i. i. 4. " Met&que/emrfw.evjtata roHa/' Hvmb» 

Vcr,. S«$. He took ihegoldm coropalfosj .Prar» viii. 27. 
** When he prepared the Heavens, I was there : when ke/et a comr 
pqfs upon the face of the deep.** And Dionyf. Perieg» ad£iiein: 
Avr«i yte^ tie w^« ^ft^t(?im TOPKnZANTOy 
lUi /8«l0r J/Mv t(hi(^ iju^if^fvM i^«A^ir*7K« 

RiCHARDSOir* 

Vcr. 232, Thus God the Heaven created^ &€•] The reader 
will naturally remark how exa£lly Milton copiesr Mofes in his 
account of the creation. This fcventh book of Paradife Loft 
may be called a larger fort of paraph rafe upon the firll chapter of 
<}enefi9. Milton not only obferves the fame feries and order, 
but prefertes the very words as mudi as he can, a».we may lee 
!n this and other inftances. In the beginjfing God created the 
Heaven and tht Earth ; and the Earth wa$ mthmtform and void, 
and darknefs was upon the face of the deep; and ike Spirit rfO^d 
fn&cHed vpon the fate of the tsatere, Oen, u 1» 2. The poet fay^ 
witery eaUn^ as the Mcfliab Itad before calmed the deep, v. 2l6; 
and fays outfpread-hk brooding wings iuftead of mavtdf foUomtEH 
tjbe original rather than our traoflation* Newton. 
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Matter unform'd and void: Daricnefi profound 
Cover dthfe abyfs : but on the watery calm 
His brooding wings the Spirit of God outipread^ 
And vital virtue infiis'd^ and vital warmth 236 
Throughout the fluid mafs; but downward purged 
The black' tartareous cold infernal dr^, 
Adverfe to life : then founded, then conglob'd 

' Ver. 2^& And 'Oiial rirtne infWd,] See St. Bafil's defbrip. 
tion of the Spirit of God exerting the fame efie6hial energy upqti 
this occafion, Homil. ii. X»rf4«ATf mpi ^m9^§»%t fv rm v^rm ^Vi» 
sMTtf r^if iiV/m tik W«w{>V«< ifti^i, xml ZOTIILHM TINA ATNAMIM 
'ENIEIXHS f^ v94m>ap%iMfiii. ToDD. 

Ver, 239. — 1^ then foumdedy then canglob'd &c,] 

Milton had faid that Melliah firfl purged downward the infernal 
dregs which were adverfe to life ; and that then of things friendly 
to life Jie ybwufe^ and cai7gZ6A'i like to like, that is, he caufed 
them to aflemhle and aflbciate together; the r^, that is fuch 
things as were not of the fame nature and fit for compofing the 
earth, went off to other places, perhaps to form the planets juid 
fixed ^rs. This feems to be'Milton's meaning. Pxarcb. . 

Here it will be of ufe to recur to the account in B. iii, 708, 
The earthy, watery, aery, and fiery particles, which before were . 
^blended proroifcuoufly, were now combined and fixed as a foun- 
' dation ; for fotmded does either fignify that from fundare^ or to 
melt (Yomfundere; this latter it cannot mean; 'twas already 
fluid. Thu» Pfali Ixxxix. 11. « As for the world and the ful- 
nefs thereof, Thou htJi founded them." So Prop. iii. 19. « The 
Lord by wifdom hathyoiMi/e<^ the earth/' The r^ mud be fome^ 
Ching different from the now elementary bodies, and that (B. iii. 
7160 is determined to be the ethereal quintefience of which the 
beavenly luminous bodies were formed. Richardsok. 

Dr. Newton here refers to Lucretius^ lib. v. 438. Perhaps 
Alilton might alfo have been infiijenced, in this defcription, by 
Cicero, De Nat. Deor^ ** Ac principio terra univerfa cerbatur, 

YOIh III. B B 
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like things to like; t1>e ueft to fevers)! placo %» 
Diiparted^ and between ipun out the «ir i 
And Earth £blf-balanc d on her center h^qg. 
Let there foe light, f^id Qofl; Wfl fcnrthwith 
Light 
Ethereal; firil of thing^^ qpwMS^?^ P^!^^ 
Sprung from the dfiisp; ^ndfrpmh^r^atifees^ 
To journey through the aery gloom began, 346 
Sphered in a radiant cloudy for yet the fun 
Was not; flie in a doudy tabernacle 

locata in media fede mundi, folida, et g}oboCiit et oiidique ipfa ia 
fefe nutibtts fuis conglobataP Todd. 

Vcr. 241. ■-> and between f/nm onU the air ; 

And F4U'thfelf-balancd on her center Aid^.] FroM 
Ovidy but very much ijaprpved. Met. i. 12* Nswtok. 

Ver. 243. Let there be light, faid God ; and forthwith MgHt &c] 
Gem i. 3* '' Ami God faid^ Let there be light; and there mm 
UghtJ* This is the paffi^e that £.oiigpn<i9 pftrti€i|)arly admiiies; 
and no doubt it$ (abUmityis gre^y onwng ta ift cqncifroe& ; 
but our poet enlaiigcs upon it, endeavouring to give fome account 
how light was created the fiHt day, when the fun was not formed 
till the fourth day. He fays that it was ffher*d in a radiant 
cia^dj and fo Journey 4 round the earth m a ckmdy tttbemacle g 
and herein he is juftiEed by the authority of fome commentators ; 
though others think this light was the light of the fun, which 
tfhone as yet very impcrfeAly, anddid not appear in full luftre till 
the fourth day. Newton. 

MikoD has here preferved the beauty and emph^s of the on- 
ginal, in the rcq^tition of the word Ught ;'* ** Let there be light i 
and theoe was Mght.* For (he thought would no| have been fi» 
well e^prefled, if it bad fiood thus : <' God faid, Let there h^ 
tight, and it was fo." Lobjo Jf|^o]nM)DDo« 

Vef. 248. ■ ■ a qIw^H t^rnqcUl Alluding; tf 
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Sojourned the wjbile God iaw the light wasgood; 
And light from darlgneis by the hemiff^ere aso 
Diyided : light the Day, and darknefi Night, 
He nam*d. Thus was the firftday evenandmorn: 
Nor pail uncelebrated, nor unfung 
By the celeftial quires, when orient light 
Exhaling firil from darkneis they beheld; 255 
Birth-day of Heaven and Earth; with joy an4 . 

ihout 
The hollow univerial orb they filled. 
And touch'd their golden harps, and hymning 

prais'd 
God and his works; Creator him they iung^ 
Beth whenfirileven|ngwas,and when fiiftmom. 
Again, God &id. Let there be firauMMot 12& 
Amid the waters, and let it divide 
The waters from the waters; and God made 
The firmament, expanie of liquid, pure, 

the gloi^ of the Lord fojourning in the tabernacle, before a moft 
jglorious temple was built for its. fixed refidence and habitation. 

Grebnwood, 

Ver. 1U& voitkjog andJhoiU 

TktkoUamwwvaf^im^tki^jafd,] Job, xxxviii. 
4, 7. *' Where Mft thou when I kid the fouadatioDt of the earth ; 
when the morning ftan iaiig together, and ell the foot of Go4 
Ihooted for joy ?'* Nbwtoit. 

Ver. ?6l. See Gen. i. 6. But when Milton fays, that <<6od 
made ihejlrmament,'* he explains what is meant by thejfrMMwnl. 
The Hebrew word, which the Greeks render by ttfUtfMt, and our 
Tranflators hy firmament^ iignifies exponfion : It is rendered ex* 
fta^/im in the margin of our Bibles, an^ Milton rightly explains it 
ky ihn ttfo^/i rfekmmial mr. Nbwtov. 

bb2 
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Tranlparent, elemental air, di^s^d 26s 

In circuit to the uttermoft convex 
Of this great round ; partition firm and ftir^ 
The waters underneath from thofe above 
Dividing: for as earth, fo he the world 

Vt-r. ^67' pariithn Jirm anifure,^ For 

its certainty, iu>t fobdtty. St. Augiiftine.upt>n Gcnefis : 'Mt k twt 
called firmament as being a foUd body, but becaufe it i& a bound 
or term between the upper and n^tbcr waters ; a' partition firm 
and immoveable, not tipon account of its' Aation, butofiu£mh- 
ner» acid intranfgctffibility.'' Uvme. 

\tt. 268. The waters undemeaikfrom thofe abofct 

Droidmg:'] They who underfUnd \\m Jirmamttii 

to be the vail air, expanded and ftretched out on all fides to the 

Itarry Heavens, efteem the waters above it to be thofe generalMi, 

in the middle nsgionof the«air, of yapo^vrs ex^ialed and drawn up 

thither from the fteaming earth and nether waters : which de« 

fcend again in fuch vail (bowers and mighty floods of rain» that 

aot only rivers, but feas, may be imaginable above, as appeared 

when the.cofar^^ came down in a deluge, and thejiood-gaies af 

Heaven toere opened^ Gen, vii, 11. Others, and thofe many, by 

thefeiMi^frj abore underiland the cryflalline Heaven (by Gajauht 

made double) by our author better named cr^ailine ocean^ bj 

its clearnefs refembling water. ^* Who layeth the beams of his 

chambers in the waters/' Pfal. civ. 3. ^* Praife him ye Heavens of 

Heavens, and ye waters that he ahace the Heat^ns/' VUL exlviii. 

4. To this fenfe our poet agrees, and thus infers, that, as God 

liuiU the earth, and founded it on waters (*^JIretchedvMt the earth 

abate the waters,*'] Pfal. cxxxvi. 6. (« By the word of God ike 

Heavens were of old, and the earth conffting out (f the water ami 

in the waters,") ii Pet. iii. 5; fo atfo he eOablifhed the whok 

frame of the heavenly orbs, in a calm cryfbiUine fea furroundiog 

it, left the neighbourhood of the unruly Chaos fhould difturb it. 

But all fearch in works fo wonderful, ^o didant and uedifcemible^ 

as Well as undemonilrable, is quite confounded. Humb. 

There is another text, to which the poet might allude is thb 
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Built 00 drciimfluous waters calrio, in wide 270 
Cryiialline ocean^ and the loud idifrule 
Of Chaos far removd ; left fierce extremes 
Contiguous might diftemper the whole frame: 
And Heaven he nam'd the Firmament: So even 
And moming chorus fung the iecond day. 275 
The Earth was formed, but in the womb as yet 
Of waters, embryon immature involv d. 
Appear d not: over all the face of Earth 
Main ocean flow'd, not idle ; J)ut, with warm 
Prolifick humour foftening all her globe, 28p 
Fermented the great mother to conceive. 
Satiate with genial moifture; when God laid^ 
Be gather d now ye waters under Heaven 
Into one place, and let dry land appear. 

fablime defcription : ** He hath founded it Ithe earth'] upon thf 
fea8, and eftabliihed it upon the floods/' Pfahn xxiv. ?, JopD. 

Ver. 271. ■ ■ mifrule] A word of 

Spenfer'sy Faer. Qu, ii. ix* 1. 

" Diftemper'd through m^nde^ SccJ" Callander, 

Ver. 274. Jnd Heaven ^c] So Gen, u 8, According to 
the Hebrews there werp three Heavens. The firft, is the air, 
wherein the clouds move and the birds fly. The fecond, is the 
ilarry Heaven ; and the tb)rd« is the habitation of the Angels, and 
the feat of God's glory. Milton is fpeaking here of the fir^ 
Heaven, as he mentions the others in other places* Newtoji , 

Ver. 5282. God/aid, 

Be gathered nowise voters t^uier Hearen 

Into on^ placet and let dry land appear^"] Gen. J. 9« 

^' And God faidy. Let |be waters under the Heaven be gathered 

together into one place, and let the dry land appear : And it waa. 

fo/' And it va# fo^ is very ihort in Itf ofes«. Milton enlarge 
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Immediately the mountain^ fafoge appear site 
Emergent^ and their broad bare backs upheave 
Into the douds; their tops afcend the Iky: 
80 high as heav'd the tumid hills^ ib low 
Dorwn funk a hollow bottom broad and deep. 
Capacious bed of waters: Thither thef 290 
Hailed with glad precipitance^ uprolFdy 
As drops on dufi conglolnng from the dry : 
part rife in cryftal wall, or ridge dire^, 

upon it, aa the ftib|ed will admit feme fine Arokes of poctrj, and 
feems to have had his eye upon the civth Ffalmy 6th and follow- 
ing verfes : ''Thou coveredft the earth with the deep ; the waten 
flood above the mountains. At thy rebuke they fled, at thevoice 
of thy thuodEsr they hailed away. They go tip by the nsooDtains» 
they go dowtv by the valleys, unto the place which thou haft 
founded for th^, &c/' N ew to n . 

Milton might, alfo have had in view the fine lines in Virgil, 
£clog. vi. 51-^*0. Todd. 

Ver. 285. Immediate^ the mountains huge ajfear 

Emergent^ &c.] Here is forae refemblance \o a 
paflage in TafTo, which is well worthy to have attra^d the notice 
of Milton, // Mtmdo Creato, Giorn. iii. fed, 5. 

*' al raccor de 1' humida natara • 

" Ne r arido appariro il piano, c i colli, 

** fi gli altiifimi monli alaar la fmnte 

'* (Diaozt coperti) imperiofi in villa,- DuvaTBE. 

Ver. 2^3. in cryfial wall,] Sylvefter's defcriptiofi 

of Mofes dividing the Red Sea may here be cited, Die Bart. l62J , 
p. 36% 

■ ■ *^ the waves« controul'd, 

" Each vpofi other vp to hea^n do fould : 
•* Between both fides a broad deep trench is csl6, 
'* DrKd to the bottom with an inftant blaft: 
'' Or ratbef 'tis a valley paved (rife) 
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For hafte; fach flight the great comoiaftd im- 

prefi'd 
Ori the fwift floods : As armies at the call S95 
Of trumpet (for of alrmies thou haft heard) 
Troop to their ftandard; fo the watery throt^, 
Wave rolling after wave, where vray they found. 
If Reepr with torrent rapture, if through plain. 
Soft-ebbing ; nor withftood them rock or hill; 3oo 
But they, or under ground, or circuit wide 
Withferpent errour wandering, found their way. 
And on the wa(hy oofe deep channeb wore ; 
Eafy, ere God had bid the ground be dry, 
jyi but within £hoie banks, where rivers now305 
Stream, and jperpetual draw their hu|nid train. 



** With golden fatids, ^vitfa peart, and nacre-fliels, 
'' And on each M\s Is flanked all along 
« With waif o^erj/^rtt" Todd. 

Ver. 599* V M^ **** torrent raptui^,3 ^ ^^^e feca a 
margiDal reading ^ with torrent rupttre^** as in v. 419 we have 
** boHUng with kindly ruptwrt.** But wc may nnderftartd tor- 
rtnt rupture in the fame manner as glad precipUmcCj \\ 291. 

Nbwtow. 

Ver. d02« WUk ferpeat errMir tfoiMfenVi^,} So, jn P« Fletcfacr'« 
PMtp. IJt. 1639, C. \ut.9* 

^ fcr thonfand brooks 
'* Id asure channek gMe on iilver fand, 
** lYmrftrpent windmgs^ and deceiving croolc^ 
** Circling about, and watering all the plain.** Todd. 

Ver. 306. ' and perpetual draw &c.] Perpetual for 

perpetually. So l>aBte kas uied eternal for eternally, Inferno, 

C.iii^ 
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The dry land. Earth; and the great receptacle 
Of congregated waters, he called Seas : 
And faw thatitwas good; and faid,Letthe Earth 
Put forth the verdant grafs, herb yielding feed^. 
And fruit-tree yidding fruit after her kind, 311 
Whole feed is in herfelf upon the Earth. 
Hefcarce had faid, when the bare Earth, till then 
Defart and bare, unlightly, unadorn d, -^ 
Broughtforth the tender grais, whofe verdure clad 
Her univerlal face with pleafant green ; 316 
Then herbs of every leaf, that fudden flower d 
Opening their various colours, and made gay 

Her bofonai, fmelling fwect : and, thefe fcarce 
blown. 



** Dinenzi a me non fur cofe create^ 

** Se non eterne, ed io etemo dur<^.'- 
And thus in Sir David Lyndfay's MoimrMef Works^ vdit* 
Cj^almiers, vol. ii. p. 352. 

** And [God] gave, be divyne fapienoe, 

^* Till every iler thair influence ; 

" With motioun continual!, 

^' Quhilk doth indure perpetmll." Tod^. 

Ver. SO?- Thefe a^ again the words of Gtn^ formed into 
▼erfe, i. 10, 11. But when he comes to the deibriptive pert» he 
then opens a finer vein of poetry. Nsvton. 

Ver. Sl7f : — — ? that fudden fiouer'd 

Opening their various colours, he."] Compare the 
account of the creaAon, ii Efdras^ vi. 44. " Immediately therd 
was great and innumerable fruit, and many and divers pleafoFPs. 
for the tafte, and flowers of unchangeabk; colour^ «nd odours of 
Uropderful fpnell,'* TpDp. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HoojLVii. PARADISE LOST. 377 

Forth flourifh'd thick the cluilering vine, forth 
crept 330 

The fwelling gourd, up ftoo4 the corny reed 

Ver. 321. The {v/eWyig gourdfj So the author gave it ; as 
Propertius, iv. ii. 43* " Csruleus cucuinis tumid6<iue cucurbita 
ventre." Tbofe, who (liffly maintain thtitfmelUng was Miltoa'9 - 
word and interpret it the melons feem not to attend that he had 
the word/mflling two lines before, and would not have doubled 
if Co foon again; and that he does not name here any particular 
plant, but whole tribes and fpecies; the vine, the gourd, the 
reed, the Ihrub, the bufli, the tree. Gourds are as numerous 
a family, as muft of the other, and include the melon within the 
general name; which, though it fmells, fwells likewifc. 

BxvTLsr. 

Dr. Bentley very juftly reads, «* The fiselUng gourd :" And, 
to the reafon which he gives, may be added, that Milton h^re 
aHigns to each of the other tribes or fpecies, an epithet which 
fuits with all the fame fpecies : But ffncliin^, though it fuits with 
fome kinds of the gourd, does not fuit with all the particulars of 
that tribe, as fwelling does. P£arce. 

The miftake was eafy of w for m : And Dr. Bentley's emenda- 
tion was certainly right. To the authority which he has brought 
from Propertius, may be added another from Virgil, Georg. iv. 12 !• 

_ «« torKafque per herbam 

'* Crefceret in vent rem cucumis.'* 
But I have not altered the text, as the common reading makes 
fenfe, though not fuch good fonfe as the other. Newton. 

The common reading, *^ The Jmelling gourd," is juftly fuppofcd 
by Dr. Bentley to be a mere miftake of the printer : And it is an 
act of juftice due to the poet and the critick, to admit the cmen** 
dation into the text. Todd. 

Ibid. ' ' the corny rrerf] The homy r^ed 

flood upright, Mr. Hume obfcrves, among the undergrowth of 
nature, like a grdve of fpears, or a battalion with its pikes aloft. 
But his reference to Virgil's cornea^ JEn. iii. 22, is not to'the pre- 
jcj^t purpofe* The word coniy, however, I find in Liilc's Du 
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Embattled in het ^\A, and the hHi&1)le ibmh. 
And bulh Math frizzled hair implicit : latSt 
Roie> as in dance, the (lately trees, and ^read 
Their branches hmig with copious fruit, or 

gemm*d 325 

Their bloflbmft : With high woods the bills were 

crown d ; 
With tufts the valleys, and each fountain fide; 
With borders long the. rivers : that Earth now 



Bartatf 4to. 1625, p. 14, where, fpeaking of rain, tbe tranflatof 

fiiysit 

———*—- " downward gan to rave, 
^ And drownM the comjf rankes.'* Todd. 

Ver* 322« Embattled] This refemblance is fo flroi^g, that 
Philip de Comines mentions, in his Memoirs, a ridiculous mif- 
lake made by a comjitld bang taken fw an army. 

StILLIKGFL£ET. 

Vcr. 32S. — toiikfrizzhd hair implicit :] Haiff coma 

in Latin, is ufed for leaves, twigs, atod branches ; and in^fUeit 
^gnifies entangled. Tbe fubjed is low, and therefore he is forced 
to raife the exprelfion. Newtoh. 

Ver. 325. — ■ or gerom*d 

Their blojame:'^ Dr. Bentley thinks it plain dbat 
Milton gave it ** Or gemmM with hloflbms ;" taking ganm*d fer 
a participle, as iwg is. But gemn'd may be a verb, as/pread 
}$• Aqd to gem their blojjhmt is an expreiSon of the fame poetical 
Aift with that in B. iv. 42]9i blooming ambrq/UdJirmt. Pa arcs. 

Hume obfervesy that gemm*d is from the Latin gemmartf to 
liud forth. And Mr. Bowie cites the following pcflhge fran 
Barberlni Poeimfa, p. S7y ^. S5. ** Gemmaia novis prmta colo- 
libus." I may add from (he Jdamo of Andreini,. ed. UilaD, 
X6i7p p- 61. " Ikco il frutto gemmato^*' Todd. 
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Seem'd fskci to Heayen^ a feat where Ooda ft^t 

d^ell. 
Of wandei* with delight^ and love to haunt • 33o 
Her facred ihades: though (rod had yet not rain d 
Upon the Earthy and man to till the ground 
None was ; but from the Earth a dewy mill 
Went up, and Water d all the ground, and eaeh 
Plant of the field ; Which, ere it was in the Earth, 
God made, and every herh, before it grew 339 
On the green ftem : God faw that it was good : 
So^ even and mom recorded the third day. 
Again the Almighty Ipake, Let there be lights 



Ver, 329. ■ ■ Bfiat where Gwfr might rfwrf/, 

Or woffder viti deligktj'] A roanifeft aHufion to 
Homer, where lie defcribes Mercury fanreying the delightful 
hower of Calypfo, 0^. v. 73. 

Ver. 331. ^^ ihougk Ood had t/et not rain' d kc."} This 

is not taken, as the reft, from (he firf!, but from the fecond^ 
chapter of Gene/is: But the poet was ftudious to weave in all that 
Mofes had writteu of the Creation. Newtov. 

Ver. 333. * — ■ — * ■■ ' recorded] JUcordedy edtbratedr 

caufed to he remembered. Thit was done by the even and nomiDg 
chorus, v^ 27$y with evening harps and matin, v« 450. What 
48 done by the voices and inHmiiients, is poetkdUy aicribed to 
the time in wi^ich they were employed* RiCKAansov. 

Yet. 33^. j^gain the Atmghty fpake^ Let there he Oghtt &c.] 
See Oen. i. U, 15. When Milton makes th« Diving Perfon 
i^ak, he itilV keeps clofe to Scripture ; but afterwards he indul* 
gdii &• greater latitude of thought, aiid ^ves freer (cope to bit 
imagination. NeWtoi^.' 
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High in the expanfe of Heaven, to divide , 340 
The day from night; and let them be for ligns^ 
For jTcafons, and for days, and eircling years; 
And let them be for lights, as I ordain 
Their office in the firmament of Heaven, 
To give light on. the Earth ; and it was fo. 34s 
And God madetwogreatlights, great for their ufe 
To Man, the greater to have rule by day. 
The leis by night, altem; and made the flars,. 



Ver. 346. And God made two great lights^] The very words 
ofMofes: Not that they were greater than all other (la r» and 
planets, but are only greater lights inith reference ta Man ; and 
therefore Milton judicioufly adds, 

■ " great for tl»eir ufe 
V To Man, the greater to have rule by day, > 
<' The lefs by night, altem ;** 

that is, alternate, a word added to Mofes^s account, as m ,tkeir 
ticijiivde are afterwards. See Gem i. 169 17, 18. So far, he 
keeptf clofe to Scripture, bot then be launehcs 4>ot, and fays that, 
of ceiefiial bodies^ the fun was firjt franCd^ and then the mwm and 
Jiars ; obferving this order of creation, we fuppofe, according to 
the degrees of ufefiilnefs to men. The fun, he fays, was unlight* 
fomtfirfi ; and it is mod probable, that the bodies of the fun and 
moon, &c. were formed at the fame time as the body of the earth 
on the firil day, but they were not made thofe complete luminous 
liodies, tbey did not fhine out in their luftre and glory till the 
fourth day, the air perhaps or atmofphere not being fufficiently 
dear to tranfmit their rays to the earth. Milton's hypothefis is 
different. He fays, that the light was tranfplanted from her 
cloudy fhrine or tabernacle^ wherein (he had fqjoumed the three 
firft days, and on the fourth day was placed in the fun's orb, 
which was become now the great palace of light. But let it be 
remembered, that this is all hypothefis, and that the Scriptujii 
ifetermines nothing one way or other* Newton. 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOOK vn« PARADISE LOST. 381 

And fet them in the firmament of Heaven ' 
To illuminate the Earth, and rule the day 350 
In their viciffrtude, and rule the night, 
And light from darkne&io divide. God faw, 
Surveying his great work, that it was good 2 
For of celeftial bodies firft the fun '354 

A mighty Iphere he fram'd> unlightfome firft. 
Though of ethereal mould: then formed the moon 
Globofe, and every magnitude of ftars, 
And fow'd withftars the Heaven, thick as a field: 



Ver. 358. And fow'd with ftars the Heaven^ thick as a field :] 
Thisjulliiiion is extremely elegabt. Manilius, v. 7^6. 
" Tunc confeila licet cceli fulg^ntia templa 
« Cernere feniinibus deufis, totifque micare 

" Floribus :'•-: 

Where Milton feems to have read conferta, which is much mort 
beautiful ; and his reading feems to be proved by the word denfis, 
which would be unneceifary, and even bad, with the word conferta. 

Richardson. 

Milton was thinking of his favourite, Spenfer, (rather than of 
Maiitlius,) Hymne to Heavenly BeautiCy v. 53, of the iky : 

** AW fow'd with glifiring^arf, more thicke then grajfe.** 
So, in Sylvefter's Du BartaSy p, 76, of the firmament ; 

^' Set with gilt fpangles, fown with glifiering fparks."^ 
And in Donne's Poemt, l6a3» p. 1^4. 

" And fawes the court with /arr«.*' 
'SeealftfCrafliaw'sSocirdPocm^, l652«p.86. 

, « And Jtarres x\io\xforw% whofe harueji dares ^c.** 
And the Adamo of Andreini, ed. l6l7; p« 71« 

"Se'lceleftfrCultore, 
' " Che i bet campi del delo, 

" Seminati ha dijtelle, 6ccr Todd. 
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OfUght by far tbe grwter part be took, ug 
Tranfplanted from her doodj flirkne^ and placVl 
In the iluQi*8 orb» made porous to receive 
Aod drink the liquid li^it; firm to retain 
Her gathered beamB> great palace now of li^t. 
Hither, as to their fountain^ other ilars 
Repairing, in their golden urns draw light, 369 

Vcr. 361 . •*— ^ nukde porcu$ to rtceive 

And drink the liquid iigkt ; Jirm to retain 
Her gathered beams j'l Porous, yet firm. MHtofi 
feems to have taken this thought from what is iaid of the Bologoa 
ftone, which being pUiced in the light will imbibe, and for fome 
time retain it, fo as to enlighten a dark place. Rich aedsov* 

Ven 36^. And drink tke tijmd Iigkt;'] Dr. Beatley' finds 
fault with the word Ugkt being repeated fo often, and in two 
places fubititutes fome other expr^fljPD ID the room of it; hot 
when Milton was defcribing the creation of light, it was better 
(as Dr. Pearce judicioufly obferves) to keep ftridly to the word, 
Aough frequently repeated, than to nary it by phrafes and cir* 
cumlocations. Newton. 

Ver. 564. Hitkery as to their fountain, oikerjtars] So the 
fun is called by Lucretius^ vcr. 28^, the fountain of light, of 
Sfuid Iigkt, 

" Largus item liquidi fons luminis, sthereus fol 
** Irrigat affidu^ coelnra caodore recent! :*' 
And by otkerjfars are meant the plaoetSy as appear^ by mention* 
Ing particularly tke morning-flasKt Venus^ 

** And hence the morning-planet gilds her horns :* 
In the firft edition it ^as Us horns, but the author in the lacond 
edition4bftcned it into ker koms^ which is certainly properet for 
the planet Venus, though Dr. Bentley and Mr. penton ha?e ilili^ 
printed it kis horns. Nbwtom . 

Ver. S6S. — — — m tkeir goldca urns draw Kgkt^ Aciilo- 
phanes, Nnb. y. 271. 
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444 hence the mormngrp^iet gil48 hm: ham$f 
]^ tindure or refleAioa tbey fUigfp^t 
Their fqi^l pecujli^r, tixoifi^i fromhijjpfu^ ijght 
So far remote^ with diminu^iop feep. 
{Irft in his eaft the gloriou$ }^i^p was ieei), 87p 
Reg9?)}^9f 4^y> i^»4 ^^ ^? horizon round 
Invefit^ With brig^ jcays^ jocujid tp run 
His loogM^v^e thiPHgh Heavpps high rqsfdj th^ 

gray 
Dawn^ and the Pleiades, before him danjc'd, 

lit* if» Mf&» 9f»X*A ^^^ XFTXEOI2 'APYESOE nPOXOTZIK. 

Stillinoflkbt* 

Vcr. 373. r JQjpm^torim 

jEfu kiogitiide] Dr. Beatley calls loagitMde hert 
sntre nonfeate: But it iigni£es the fun's courfe from eaft to weft 
in a flmigiit aj»d dired iine: Aud we find MiltoD ufing the word 
•Aer much the fane manner* in U» ]»« B76. This p^iTage attudef 
toP/almm. 5,. where it is faid of the fun, tiiat >' he r^nifaitt^ 
a giant tonmkU cmf</' Pba^p^. 

Speufer, in a paifage of moft exquifile poetry, alludes t^ die 

fame text, Faer^Qu. i. v. 5!. . 

** And Phahus frefb, as brydegrome to his mate, 
** Came dauncing fortky ihaking his deawie haite.*^ 

fiee alfo note on ComvSy v. 100, Todd. 

Ver. 37s. the gray 

Dawn,] It is a fingular coincidence! that theiama 
phrafe occurs, with the Oame collocation, in Carew's Poenu, l649. 
•See n Pftftoral Dialogue; the Nymph to the Shepherd; 
** The yellow planets > and the gray 
<* Dawfit (hall attend thee on thy way.** Todd. 

Ver. 37*. before kim danc% 

Shedding fweet inftuence:'] Thefe are beautiful 
iinageSf and very much tefemble the famous pi^ltire of the mortf- 
ing b^ Gtfido, where the Sun is reprefentei in his chariot,, witk 
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Shedding fweet influence: JjQ&hnght the moon^ 
But oppofite in levelFd weft was fet, 376 

His mirrour, with full face borrowing her light 
From him ; for other light (he needed none 
In that aip66t, and ftiU that diftance keeps 379 
Till night; then in the eaft her turn Ihe fhines, 
Revolv d on Heaven's great axle, and her reign 
With thoufand lefler lights dividual holds^ 

the Aurora 6jfing before hinii ihedding flowers, and feven bean* 
tiful nymph-like figures dancing before and about his chariot, 
which are commouly taken for the Hours, but poiTibly may be the 
Pleiades, as they are feven in number, and it is not eai^* to aflign 
a reafon why the Hours ftiould be fignified by that number par- 
ticularly. The picture is on a cieling at Rome; but there are 
copies of it in England, and an excellent print by Jac. Frey, The 
Pleiades are feven ftars in the neck of the confiellation TaaniSi 
which, fifing about the time of the vernal equinox, are called by 
the Latins VergUks. • Our poet therefore, in faying that tha 
Pleiades danced before the Sun at his creation, intinuites very 
plainly that the Creation was in the fpring according to the com* 
RMin. opinion, Virg. Georg. ii. 338^ &c. 

— " Ver illud erat; ver magnus agpbat 
** Orbis, et hibemis parcebant flatibus Curi, 
*^ Cam primie lucem pecudes haufere, &c/' Newtov. 
Ver. 375. Shedding fweet influence:] Jo6, xxxviii. 31. "Canft 
thou bind the fvfeet in/ivences of the Pleiades V Huvs. 
. So, 10 P. Fletcher's Locujls^ p. 40, of Britain : 

" There every Jlarrejheds its fweet i^ence, 

" And radiant beames/* Todd. 
Ver. 382. With tkoufand leffer lights dividual ioUs,'] Mr. 
WartoD has obfenred, that Milton has twice anglicifed the Ovidikn 
adjedive dividuus^ in Paradi/e Lo^; here, and in B.xii. BS. It 
may be added, that the poet had long before converted the word 
into Eoglifti, in his Areapagitica : ** So that a man may fay, his 
leligiou is now no more withb himfelf,.but » become a dimdmal 
movable, &c.'' Todd. 
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With Aofofimd thoufand flars; thdt then appeared 
Spanning the hemiiphare: Then ficft adorned 
With .their Wght luminaries that fet and rofe, 
Gbd evening and glad^mom crown d the fourth 
day. 386 

And.Qod fidd^ Let the waters generate 
Reptile with ipawn abundant, living find: 

Ver. 384* - Spangling S^j] Tbe poet Is fond of this epithet': 
Thus, in his tranilation of the cxxxvi. PfylMj he calls ihe Jlart, 
the moon's "^ongfeJ lifters j^' and, in his Ode on the Nativity^ 
** the fpangUdho^:' See alfo Comtti, v, 1003. The epithet is 
often ufed by our ^Ider poets, as alfo 'the compoxuid Jlar^Jpangled^ 
The fpangUd heavens^ or Jkicif is become a common phrafe in 
modern poetry. Todd. 

Ver. 387. And Godfaidf &c.] . This, and eleven vcrfes folr. 
lowing, are almoft word foreword from Genejis i. 20, 51, 22. The 
poet aflerwards k^a^hel pot thitf eseral* account ^f the fifth day'i 
creation into the feveral particulars. Nbwtok. 

Ver. 388. Reptile] ' By reptile » meant creeping tMng; and; 
according to the marginal reading of our Engli(h verfion, whicli 
iollows the SeptuH^nt here, creeping tUng4 are faid to have bfen 
created on the fifth da|E, G<». i. 20. Le Clerc toO| with the n^^ 
nerafity of interpreters, renders the Hebrew word by reptile^ la 
this Dr. Bentley objeds» that creeping tUnge were created on the 
fixth day, according to the account given us by Mofes« and by 
Milton hirofelf. But by reptUe^ or creeping thing, Milton means 
all fuch creatures as move in the waters; fee LeClerc's note on 
Gen. i. 1^0 : And, by creeping thing mentioned in the fixth day's 
creation,, he means creeping things of the earth ; for fo, both in 
Milton's account, v. 452, and in Gen, i. 24, the words " of the 
earth" are to be joined in conflrudion to *' creeping thing*** Hence 
the dolor's objedion is anfwered, by faying that they were not 
the fame creeping thin^f, which Milton mentions in the two placf^s.^ 
- . . ■ Pearce. . 

Mflton IS fuppoited alfo by f/alm ctv. M. <' This great a])d' 

▼or. m. C c 
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And let fowl flj above the Eartli, with wings 
IUfflayd on the open finnament of Hearen^spo 
And God created the great whaler and each* 
Soul Uying^ each that crept, which plenteoufl]^ 
The waters generated by thdr kinds; 
And erery bird of wing afteir his kind; 
And iaw that it was good> and Ue&d them» 

laying, S9S 

Be fruitful, multiply^ and in the feas. 
And lakes, and running ilreams, the waters fill; 
And let the fowl be multiplied, on the Earth. 
Forthwith the founds and fea^, each creek and 

bay. 
With fry innumerable fwarm, and fhoals 4qo 
Of fifh that with their fin^, and ihining icales. 
Glide under the green wave^ in fculls that oft 

wide iba, wherdn •ns iimgf emfmg ioQamcitUe, both fmdl and 
great beafls.'* Toda. 

Ver. 59K whales,] Milton moft likeljr 

ufet the word wie&f for MforiM of great jykf in imitation of th» 
ancieiit»> Pliajy Ariftotle, and Strabo ; which removes Dr. Beot* 
ley*« objeAion as to the mention afterwards made of the Lnith^ 

ikon. STILLINOYLnT. 

Ver. 401?. ■ w fculls] Hume derives the 

word fcuU from the Saxon yceolf, an offemMf: And, in Barret** 
JhcariCf 1580, it is rendered ** txamen vel agmm pi/chan/* Dr. 
Newtoo remarl^s, that ** Ihoals m fcuHsT* feems an odd ezpreflkw, 
and propofes to read *' fliqals and fculls.** However, fcM and 
Jkoait^ according to Mr, Rittbn in his note on Tnihii mid Crefida, 
Sliakfpeare« e<lit. 1793, vol. xi. 436, have not only one and the 
fame meanim;, but are aAually, or at leaft originally, one and 
the fame word; a fiutt of herrings on the^coaft of Norfolk mat 
AdbXk beiiig elfewhere called mJhmU. Top&« * 
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Bank the midfea: part fin^e^ or with mate. 
Graze the fea*weed their paftur^ and throng 
groves 404 

Of coral ilray; or, fporting with quick glance 
Show to the fiintheirwayd coats dropt with gold; 
Or, in their pearlj ihelb at ea£^ attend 
Moifi: nutrimoit; or under rocks then: food 
In jointed armour watch: onfinooththeibd 4og 

Ver. 404. ^ and tirovgk grcui 

Of coral Jlray ;] Coral U a produdion of the fea, 
and 15 commonly ranked among the number of marine planti* 
The learned Kircher fuppofes entire forefts of it. to grow at the 
.bottom of the fea, which may juftify Milton's ezpreffion, gfxncet 
€f eoraL Newtok. 

Ver* 409* In jomtei wrmaur] The reader cannot but be 
pleafiMi with the beauty of this me|aphor« Theflielb of lobfiers^ 
&c. and armour, very much refcmble one another: And, in the 
Civil Wara» there was a r^ment of horfe fo completely arroed^ 
that they were called Sir Arthur Hafletig's. Udtfitn. Pofiibly Milton 
night be thinking of them at this very time. Newton. 

I think it will be evident, that Sir Arthur*s loh/ters could not 
claim the honour of fuggefting» in any degreci this image to the 
poeti when it is (hown that the refemblance noted had been long 
before ufed. Thus» in Brighi*s Treatije of MelancioUe^ 15S6, p. 
$8. '< Such fea^^ as carie no armor ofJktU^ are either thofe that 
haunt the rocks, or other parts of the fea.'' So alfo, in Ran« 
dolph's JAuftB Looking GUtfe, l640, A. iv. S..i. 

** She [Nature] fpotted the ermin*s ikin» and arm*d iho Jf/h 

" In filver maii:'—^ 
¥ope has availed himfelf of Milton's ezprelAon, jomied armimrf 
Iliad xxiii. 949. Todd. 

n,y. ■ m/mooth ike feal 

And bended dolphin* jdaj/:'] the feal ot fea-cal^ and 
the dolphin, are obferved to fport on^iaooM feas in calm weather. 
The dolphin is called bcndcdf not that he really is fo more than 

cc it 
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And bended dolphins play: part huge of bulk 
Wallowing unwieldy, enormous in their gait, ^ 
Tempeft the ocean: there leviathan^ 
Hugeft of liTing creatures, on the deep 
Stretched like a promontory Heeps or iwims^ 
And ieems a moving land; and at his gills 4i5 
Draws in, and at his trunk fpouts out, a iea. ' . 

<ny other ^(h, but only appears crookecl, as he forms an arch by 
leaping out of the water a6d inftantly dropping into it again with 
his bead roremoA. Ovid therefore defcribes him ** tergo ddphina 
recurvo^' V^a. ii. 113; and his fportive nature is alluded to by 
Virgil, Xn, t. 595. Newtoh^ 

Ver. 412» Tempeft the ocean:'] Milton has here, with very 
great art and propriety, adapted the Italian verb tempefiare. Ho 
could not polTibly have exprclTed this idea in mere Englifli, with-' 
out fomekind of circumlocntion, which would have weakened and 
•nervated that energy of expreflion which this part of bis defcrip- 
lion required. Befides, no word could be more proper in the be^ 
ginning of the verfe, to make it labour like the troubled occan^ 
which he is painting out. Thter. 

He might adapt the Italian verb ; but our own language wat in 
pofleflion of it See Sandys's Travels, l6l5, p. 207* 

" Blind night in darknefle tempefitJ* 

Pope, with his eye on Milton, defcribes ^ the huge dolphin tern* 
frfiing the main," Iliad xxi. 30. Todd. 

Ibid, leviathan,] Here perhaps intended 

for the whale, not without an aliufion to Pfalm civ. S6, and to 
iSylvefter, as Mr. Dunfter alfo remarks, Du Bart, 1691, p. 205, 

-: ** the drad leviathan 

** Turns upfidc downe the boyling ocean.'* 
In A preceding page, SylveCler, f[>eaking of the combats of fea-' 
nionders, gives this fimile, p. 93. « 

^^ Mefecms fome tempeft all the fcas doth tofs.** Todd. 

Ver. 4l6. ^ — and at hU trunk fpauts out, a feaJ] Ovid, 

Mvt. iii. 685\ 

' -^ *• ei acceptunt patirlis vxnrt naribus cfflant." NEWTOir* 
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Meanwhile the tepid caves, andfens, and fbores^ 
Their brood as numerous hatch, from the egg 

, that foon 
Burfting with kindly rupture forth difclos*d 419 
Their callow young; but feather d foonandfledge 
They fiimm'd their pens; and» foaring the air fub- 

lime, 
With clang defpis'd the ground, under a cloud 

See alfo Sylvefter, Du Bart. l621, p. 110. 



" huge whales ^^ 



** Or whaifoever other roonfter haunU 

** In ilormlefs ieas, raiTing a ftonu about, 

'' While in the (ea anotlier fea tbey fpoat." Dukstkr. 

• Vcr. 420. acdge] So, in B. iii. 627. 

** His (tkouldersJUdge with wings/' Dr. Newton thinks, that the 
poet preferred Jledge to Jledgtd^ as being of a fofter ibund. It 
feems however to have been the ufual way of writing the adjcdive 
father than the participle. Thus, in Milton^s own edition of his 
Qdafierion: ** Newly^^^^e probationers/' And in Browne's BriK 
Pq/t. B. i. S. iv. ** Wrens but newly.^^e." Todd. 

Ver, 421. Thejf furam^d thdr pens;] Pens from penna, a 
feather. Summ'd is a term in falconry ; a havvk is faid to be full 
fummed, when his feathers are grown to their full ftrength. So, 
In Par. Reg. B. i. 14. 

** With profperous viiugfuUfumm'dJ^ Richardson. 

Ver. 422. \mdera<l9iti V 

In profpe&;1 T^^ ^ ^^ hirds were fo nuiny that 
the groood from which they rofe, woyld have^appef^ri^d ^to b^ 
undtr a cloud, if any one had feen it at a diliance: In this .fe|ijjp 
we have '* hoiw it [the worldj Jhow'd in profpe<^y}'Q»i his thron^ti' 
V. 555. Pearce. . .^ 

Under a cloud; the ground, being /haded by tbe nMlltitude<ilf 
Urds, feemed as when .a cloud palTes o\'er it. Richarason. 

Tbe feafe is, '< theyfrn^Jb-i^h as'iuHjH/t^ueatkkHi chudt.*^ 
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In profpeA; there the eagle and the flork 
On cliS ^d cedar tops their eyries huild: 4M 
Part loofely wing the region, part more wife 
In common, ranged in figure, wedge their way, 

Thus Theocritus, IdyU. xvii. *lwm npim i^^i^ tKA«yt «iW««. In 
profpeft meaos not only o/ShmUiffteu^ but to be /ten ^ Thus we (aj 
there is a fine profptB from fuch a place ; whether any body Im 
thcue or not. Befides, I may add that the whole dercription of 
the animals fuppofes fome fpedator as much as this line. 

Stillinopleet. 
Yen 424. On d^i and ctdar top$ ihdr eyries bvM:'] Thefe 
birds build thnr eyries^ that is, their neAs, in loch high places. In 
Johf it is faid particularly of the eagle, <* Doth the eagle mount 
up at thy command, and make Jur n^ on higkf She dwelleth and 
abtdeth on ike roekf upon the crag of the rock> and the ftrong 
place," xxxix. 27» 28* And Pliny fays of them, '< Nidificant in 
petris et arboribus.*' lib. x. fed. 4, Newtov. 

Ver« 43& »..■ ' - ■ rang*d in figure, wedge tieirwin/f 

Intelligent of feafons,] Jerem^ viii. 7. <' Yea the 
ftork in the Heaven knoweth her appmntti Hmu; and the turtle, 
and the crane, aqd the fwallow, ahferct the time qf their comiv;, 
/lee.'* So very intelligent are they of/eiffims. See alfo Spe3aclf 
Je la Nature^ Dialogue xi. << As to wild ducks and cranes, both 
the one and the other, at the approach of winter, fly in queft of 
more favourable climates. They all aflemble at a certain day, like 
fwallows and quails. They decamp at the fame time, and it is 
very agreeable to obferve their (light. They generally rang^ 
themfelves in a long column like au I, or in two lines united in a 
point like a V reverfed*" And fo, as Milton fays, 

' -. ■ " m^d in figure weflge their way,** 
^ The duck or qoail, who forms the point, cut the air, and 
fccilitatfes a parage to thofe who follow; but he is charged with 
this commifl)on only for a certain time, at the conclufion of 
tthich he wheels into the rear, and another takes his poft.** Af^l 
thus, as Milton adds, 

1 ■ . •• with mutual ming 
^ £afii« tlKir 8«M/' N»irTa»s 
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Intelligmt of feafons, and iet forth 

Their aeiy canrvan, high over feas 

Fijin^ and over lands^ with mutual wing 429 

Eding their flight; fo fteers the prudent crane 

Her annual voyage^ borne on winds; the air 

Floats as they pais^ fannd with unnumbered 

plumes: 
JFrom branch to branch the iinaller birds with 

fong 

The migratioD of birds is here defcribed by Milton in language 
equally ema^t aad pidurcfque. In faying, <* Sajtecrs the prudent 
crane her annual tayagep borne cm vinds;** he had perhaps in 
mind what Cicero relates of the fante bird: '^lUud verd ab 
Ariftotele animadverfuin, k quofikraque, <[uis poteft non mirart^ 
OrueSf dim loca calidiora petentes nana tranfialttatitt triangutt 
dHcere formam; ejus autem Ainuno angylo aer ab iis adverfui 
pdlitor: deinde fenfim ab utroque, tamquam muis, tta pennis 
Cttrius avnini leratur. Bi^ anteiD trianguli, quam efl^ciunt gnies, 
ea tamquam k pitpph vetUU adfuCMiur/* Do Nat. Deor. lib. ii.. 
fea. 49. TopD. 

Ven 431. ————— the air 

IhaUf as they pafi,fanH'dtdth uRnumb€r*d pluma:) 
Compare JBfchylus, Prom. Vin6t. ed. Schiitz, v. IZS. 

The found arifing from the motion of win^ is here finely ek* 

prefl'ed by tlie Grecian bard ; but he is rivalled by Milton in that 

lieautiful and admirable defcription of the fame kind, B. i. 7€8. 

«< BrulhM with the hifs of ruling wings/' Todd. 

Yen 433* Irom brandk io branch tkefmaUer birds with fon| 
Solac*d the voodSf'] Virgil, -£«• vii. 32. 
—— — " Varia circiiroque fupr4qu6 
^ Afluetae ripis volucres et fluminis alveo 
^* Atbera mvkdmt cMtUf luc6quft volabant.*' ToDOb 
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Solac d the woods, and i^ead their painted wings 
Till even; nor then the folemn nightingale 435 
Ceas'd warbUng, but all night tun d her foft lays: 
Others, on filver lakes and rivers, bath'd 
Their downy breaft; the fwan with arched neck, 

Ver. 434. -— ' painted wings] Viigil, Georg. 

ill. 243. " Pi6t9qu€ volucr«j/' So, in Peacham's Period of 
Mwmingy 1613, Vifion 5. 

' " come, wood muiitians, 

<< Surround him fleeping in your painted ranckes/' 

Bqt fee particularly Niccols's Cuckow, l607» p. 29« 

w ■ ■ ' . ■ >i ■ " many prettie birds did feeme to fing, ^ 
'' Houering about the rocke with fuunted xoing" Todd. 
Ven 435i *■■■■ "^ nor then thefglemn nightingale 

Ceas'd warblingf Imt all njght tun* d her /oft lags :\ 
As (he. IS defcribed in the Song to Echo in Comus, And fee Pan 
Lqfij B. iv. 602, &c. Dr. Newton obferves, that other poet» 
mention the nightingale perhaps by way of fimile; but none of 
them dwell, or delight to dwell* fo much upon it aA Milton. 
Marino certainly does. See the note on /Sonn.u ver» i. And 
Petrarch has twice defcribed this mufical and jselancholy bird^ 
like Milton. See Son. z. parte prima: 

'^ TE» '1 rofignuol, che dokementt a Y ombra . 

*^ Tuttp h notti G. lamenta, e piagne/' ' ^ 

And Son, xliii. parte feconda: 

'< Quel rofignnol, che slfoavepiagne 

*^ Forfe fuoi figli, o fua cara conforte, 

'< Di dolccz^ empie U ciclo e le campagne 

" Con tante note si pieto/e e fcorte ; 

•* P ti^ta fiotie par che m'accompagne." 
Milton's fondnefs and admiration of the nightingale may alfo be 
fcen, as Dr. Newtorj has re^iarkod, Jn II Penferqfo^ in his firft 
Sonnet f and again in Par, Lofi^ B. iii. 38, B. iv. 648, 771, B. v« 
40, B. viii. 518. TODD. 

Vcr. 438, — ' ■■ the /wan with arched neck,'^ The 

indent poets have not hit upon this beauty^ fo laTifh as they have 
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BetweenfaerTvliitewingsmantHngpimid)^,^^ 
Her ftate with oary feet; yet oft they quit 440 

been in their dcfcriptions of the fwan. Homer calls the fwan 
iang-neckcd, i^Ai;(;«Jyffw ; but how much more pidurefque if he 
had arched this length of neck ? Ricbarpsoit. 

For this beauty, however, Milton was beholden to Donne, 
frogrejt of the Soul, ft. 24. 

■ ■ ■ — " Like a fliip in her full trim* 

" Afaxuiy fo white that you may unto htm 
' '< Compare all whiteneife, but himfelfe to none, 
f «« Glided along, and as he glided watched, 

'< And with his arched neck this poor fi(h catch*d.*' 

Farmxr. 

* The arched neck is painted in a paflage of remarkable fweetnefs 
in the Ore/te of Rucellai, firft publifhed in 1723. 
^ Sopra un erbofo rivo 
'' Di correute criflallo 
« Un yago, e bianco cigno 
'' Soi|;ea, curvando U collo 
** Sopra '1 candido grembo 
« D' una bella fanciulla, ic" 

But fee Drayton's Poeme, edit. l627« p. 480. 

** The jealous yiMr«, there fwimming in his pridcj 
" ** With his arched bred the waters did divide, 
*' Hisyoi/y wings htm forward ilrongly pufhing." Todd. 

Ver. 439;- ■ mantUnf] A term in fiilconfy. 

Here Mr. Kichardfon obferves, '' her wii^s are then a little de« 
Inched from hbr fides, raifed 9ndfpread ae a mantk.*' See alfo 
B. V. 279« And Spenfer, F. Q. vi. ii. 32. Todd. 

"Ibid. ■ I ■ ■ rows 

Her ilate tnVA oary feet ;] Milton might probably have 
the following line of Fletcher in his head; 

. '« How like a fwan (he/wimi her pace.*' 
The expreflion is very like row herfiate. It is true, the image in 
Milton is much nobler. It is taken from a barge of ftatc in a 
publick procoflion, HvBD. 
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The dadc» and, rifiog oif iliff peiiiiOitt> tower 
The mid anneal iky: Oithenrxm ground 
Walked firm; the creited cock whoie darion 

founds 
llie filent hours, and the other whole gay train 
Adorns him, coloured with the £orid hue 445 
Of rainbows and Harry eyes. The waters thus 
With filh replenilh^d, and the air with fowl. 
Evening and morn iblemniz*d the fifth day. 

The fixth, and of creation lail, aroie 449 
With evening harps and matin; when God (aid, 

Mr. Pennant and Mr. Wakefield confider the poet as indebted 
to Silius Italicus, lib. xiv. 190. 

'^ Hand fecus Eridani flagnis riplve Cayftri 
** Innatat albus olor^ pron6que immobile corpus 
** Dat fluvio, et pediims tacitas ertmigat undas/' 
It is remarkable, that Dr. Farmer (hould have clofed the qvotatios 
from Donne, without noticing the words which follow thofe with 
which he ends : '^ It mov'd xdthfiate'^ I may alfo add from Ho^ 
rick's Poflif*, 1648, p. 375, 

** May all clean Nimphs, and curioes water-Dames, 
** With/woH-Ukeftate^ Aote up and down thy ftreams.** 

Todd. 

Ven 443. ' ' '■ ^^ the crefted cock] Criftattt$ «fei, Ovid, 
fu^, u 455, as Dr. Newton has obferved. Hence alfo he is called, 
jn SylvcAer's Dii Bartas, ** the crefted eock," p. 7D, »nd, « the 
(Crfjted birdy" in Drum mond's Poems, ed. l6l6. Niccols, in hb 
Cuck&Wy 16O7, adorns him with a compound epithet, ^' the Uoodf' 
firejed cocke^'* p. 13* TopD. 

Ver. 445. coiam^d with thejhrid hue 

Of rtunbatL's and flarry eyes.] So the peacock il 
liefcribed by Sylvefler, Du Bart, p. 109. 

" Wheeling hisjlarry train, in pomp difplayes 
^ (lis gjiorious eyes to Phoebus, &c*' Todd. 
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LettbeEorCli bring fordi Ibul living in her kiadt 
Cattlcj andcreefting thiogs, aiidbettilof theEMth, 
Eachin their kind. TheEarthobeyUandilraight 
Op^iing her fertile womb teem*d at a birth 
Innumerous living creatures^ perfe6l forms^ 455 
Iimb*d and full grown: Out of the ground up 

roie» 
As from his lair> the wild beaft where he wons 
In foreft wild, in thicket, brake, or den; 

Ver. 451. — — — -^ foul Hvwg] By a manifeft erreur • 
of the prefs it had been printed in Milton's own editioo» **foiid 
living;" and the errour was continued in ail fucceeding editions, 
till Dr. Bentley pointed it out, and Dr. Newton admitted his 
alteration into the text. The facred text, as well as the poet's 
former ufe of the phiafe, v. 388, and t. 39$, juftify the emenda- 
tion: for, as Dr. Newton adds, what is rendered ** the living 
creo/are," Geir. i. 24, is, in the Hebrew, ** living /(ml,*' which 
Milton ufually follows rather than oar tranOation. ToDp. 

Ver. 453. Catikf and creeping things,] Dr. Newton i^eei 
with Dr. Bentley, in believing thingi to be another errour of the 
prds, and in propoiing to read tkingt agreeably to G^n. i. 24* ** Let 
the earth bring forth the living creature after his liind, cattle, and 
craepiqg /Aiiy.'^-— But Milton, I think, may be here defended : He 
might have chofen to follow the Tranflators of EfdraSp bodk ii. 
ch. vL 43. ** Upon the fixth day thou gaveft commandment unto 
die earth, that before thee it fliould bring forth beaAs, cattle, and 
creeping tkmge.*' Todd* 

Ver. 457* As from hie lair,] ItftV, or layer^ an old Saxon 
word, fignifytng a bed. The ufe of this word is ftili kept up among 
us, as when we call the diflbrent^ffta or beds of earth, fome of 
clay, fome of chalk, fome of ftone, laire* Newton. 

Ibid. ■ wons] FrequenU^ or dweik^ 

from the German vxmen. It occurs often in our otd poete. ThuS| 
in Fair&x's Tqffb, B. xvi. ft. 67. 

** A thoufand devils iq Limbo deep that tpofmc.*' Todd« 
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Among the trees in pairs they roi^ they walk'd: 
The cattle in the fields and meadows green: 4S6 
Thoie rare and folitary, lliefe in flocks 
Paihiring at once, and in broad herds upiprung. 
The grafly clods now calv d; now half appear d 
The tawny lion, pawing to get free 
His hinder parts, then iprings as broke from 
bonds, 465 

Andrampantfliakeshisbrinded mane; the ounce» 

• Ver. 461 • Thofe rore ondfoUtary, thefe 4-c.] Thofe^ that is, the 
^ild beafb mentioned in v. 457 : Tkefe^ the tamey the cattle. And 
it is a very fingular a^ of Providence that •there are fo few of the 
former fort, and fo many of the latter for the ufe and fervice of 
loan. NjtwToN. 

Ver. 462. ■ ■ broad herds] This will found m 

Tittle ilrange to the ear of an Englifh reader, who mxiA therefore 
be told that he follows Homer literally, Iliad xi. &fS. 

■ ■ mvifoM nAATE' MyAr. 

Virgil has a long herd, JEn, i. 186. 

— — ** et longum per valles pafcitur agmen,'' 

RlCHAEDSOV. 

Ver, 463. The grqfy dods mm calv'd ;] Dr. Bentley quarrda 
with this expreffion* and fays, that cahfd is a metaphor veiy 
heroicaU efpecially for wild betfis! Bat, as Dr. Pearce jitftly oIk 
ferves, to cahtf from the Belgick word ibi/eea, fignifies to brii^ 
forth: It is a general word, and does not relate to cows only; for 
Undi are faid to caive, in Job xxxix. 1, an;) Pfidm xidx. P. Ad- 
difon particularly commends this metaphor: And the whole der 
fcription of the beafb rifing out of the earth, is certainly not only 
worthy of the genius of Milton, but may be efteemed a ihining 
part of the poem. He fuppofes the bea(b to rife out of the earth, 
in perfe^ formSy limb'd and full grorwn^ as Raphael had painted 
this fubjed before in the Vatican; and he defcribcs their manner 
of rifing in figures and attitudes, and in nuixibers too^ fuited to 
their various naturest Nkwton. 
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Xhe libbard^ iind the tiger; as the mole-, - 
Bifing^ die crUsablfed earth abpye them thmw \ 
In hillocks: The:fwift:ilag frOm under ground 
Bore up his bnmching head: Scarce frpm his 

mould 470 

Behemoth biggeil bom of earth upheav d 
Hisvaibiefs: Fleec*d the flocks and bleating ro^ 
As plaiits: Ambiguous between iea and land 
The river-horfe, and fcaly crocodile. 474 

Ver. 467. The Ubbardi*] So the leopard was called in Milton** 
time. See the City Match y l63d, A. iv, S. ▼• Chaucer and Spenfer 
alfo employ the fame word. Todd. 

Ver. 468. the crumbled earth &c.] Pope feems to have 

remembered this palfage, in bis tranflation of the JUad, B. ii. 37 !• 

" The altars hcav'd; and from the crumbling ground 

" A mighty dragon fhot, &c." 
The defcription of the beafts here rifing out of the earth, h alfc^ 
one of the few paflages, as Dr. Warton obferves, which Pope has 
ever quoted from Milton with approbation. See Pope's 1 2th Letter 
to Blount, Warton's eilit. vol. viii. p. 31. Todd, 

Ver* 471. Behetnoth'] Behemoth and Leviathan are two crea- 
tures, defcribed in the book of Job; and, formerly, the generality 
of interpreters underftood by them the elephant and the whale: 
But the learned Bochart, and other later criticks, have endeavoured 
to iliow that behemoth is the river-horfe^ and Uxiathan the crocodiled 
It feenis as if Milton was of the former opinion, by mentioning 
Uviathan among the fidias, and " the river^hor/ef andfcaly croco" 
diltf* V. 474, as difiind from behemoth and Uviathan; and there 
is furely authority fufficient to juftify a poet. Newton. 

The behemoth and leviathan are particularly mentioned in the 
account of the Creation, 11 E/dras vi. 49i &c; to which chapter I 
have before referred the reader in the notes on v. 317 and v. 452. 
Tbe behemoih is a maiginal reading, as. he is called in the text 
enoch, Todd. 
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At onoe came fbrUi whatever cnq^ tbe ground, 
Inftft w worm: thole wav*d their Umber fims 
For wings, and fmalleft lineaments cxbA 
In all the liveries dedc'd of iiimmer*8 pride 
With ^ts of gold and purple, azure and green: 
Theie, as a line, thdr long dimeniion drew^ 48o 
Streaking the ground with iinuous trace; not all 
Minims of nature; fbme of ierpent-kind, 

Ver. 478. In all the Uveries deck'd tf fummer*s pride] Declfd 
k a yerb here, and not a participle: *' And decl^d their (jsalteft 
Bneaments exad in all the liveries kcJ* Newto jr« 

There is fome referoblance of expreffion in this line to a 
beauUful paliage in Beaomont and Fletcher^s Idyc€t^$ Frogrtfi^ 
A. iv. S. i, 

" V\\ gather all the pride qffyrwg to dtdt \Am% 

'' Woodbines (ball grow ftc.** Todd. 

Ver. 482. Minims] Thia word mmm» is formed from die ad* 
jedtve minima^ and in allufion to the Vulgar Latin of frao. XXK» 
IH. *^ Qnatuor ifia funt mmwia terras.** The word was in ufe 
before for an order of friars, Mbum^ [the lead of all] ndumi^ ib 
eded from affeded humility. Newton. 
Ibid. ■ fomt if rerpent-itte</» 

Wandertnti in length and corptdencCf invoh^d 
Tieir funky foldi^ and added wings.] Snakyt fays Dr. 
Bentley, is mere tautology, that is, firpemU involved firpeniine 
folds. But is not B.ferpent a more general word thanyhoief Does 
it not include all the creeping kind, at leaft fevcral animals that 
are xkot/nakcSf nor h&yefnaky folds? If fo, then the epithet yiialjf 
» no tautology. But what is added vings, fays the dodor f ft 
means, had wings added to their long and corpulent bodies. 
Scarcely any thing is more common in poetry, than to ipeak after 
this manner, which reprefents the creature as doing that which is 
done to it. So, in B» ix. 515, a fliip is faid \oJteer nndjktft her 
fmU So, in Viiigil's Georg* ii. 535, it is faid of the city of Bone, 
<« Sept6mqne una iibi muro drcttmdedit arces.*! 
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WonderouB in lengtii find.carpulen(^ involy d 
Their fnakj folds, and addsdifnnga. Firft crept 
The parfimonicNu «mnet, provident 465 

Of future; in finall room lai^ heart enoioft'd; i 
Pattern of juft equality perhaps 

Did the city itfclf baild the wall ? No, but it had the wall built 
round its feven hills. If Milton afterwards, in v. 495, mentions 
the/erpent again, he mentions a particular fpecies of the ferpent- 
kind; and with a plain view to make Adam more mindful of thai 
animal which was to work his ruin and deftrudion. p£ARC£. 

Ver. 49^, . provideni , 

Qffiivn; mJmU room large hewrt €9cMdi\ Tbi 
bnoM part fr^m Horace* Sat. Ki. 5i. 

«»«»*-^** baud ignara ac non incaota futuri.'^ 
And the bttcr from Virgil, of the bee, Gtorg. iv. 83* 

'' Ingentes animot angufto in pedore verfant*'* Nbwtov, 

Ver. 487* Pattern ifjujt equaUij/] We fee that Milton, upon 
occaficm, dbcoren hfs prindplea of government. He enlarges 
upon the fiime thought in Ms Rtaijt W^V '^ ^obti/h a free Com" 
mtmwe^k, Profe^W. 1. 59K ^ Oo to tie ant, thoujhiggardy ialth 
Solomon, which having no prince, ruler, or lord, provides her 
meat In the fummer, and gathers her food in the harveft: whlck 
evidently fliows us, that they, who think the nation undone with*' 
mit a King, hsve not fo much true Spirit and underftanding as • 
Pifmtft ! Neither are thefe diligent creatures hence concluded to 
five in lawleis anarchy, or that commended, but are fet the ex* 
amples, to imprudent and ungovemed men, of a frugal and felf* 
governing democracy or commonwealth; fafer, and morethrivii^ 
in the joint providence and counfel of many indajrious eqnalif thaii 
under the fingle domination of one imperious lord.'' He here 
adds perkape heretfier^ as he had no hopes of it at that time. He. 
commends the ants or emmets for living in a republick, as th^ 
bees . are faid to live under a. monarchy* Nkwtox. 

Dr. NewtoiH in his I4fe of the poet» has obferved, that one day 
Sir Robert Howard, who was a friend to Milton, as well as to the 
liberties of bis country, and was one «| his conikaat vidtors to 
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Hereafter, joined in her pc^ukr tribes 
Of commonalty: Swarmix^ next appealed 
The female bee, that feeds her huiband drone 4go 
Belidouilyy and builds her waxen cells 
With honey ilor d: The reft are numbeiieis. 
And thou their natures know*ft, and gay ft them 
names. 



tlie laft, inquired of him how he came to fide l¥ith the RfpvbUcans^ 
Milton anfwered among other reafoos, ** becaufe tkeirM was the 
in^yri^a/ government; for the' trappings of a monarchy mig^t 
fet up an ordinary commonwealth/* It has been juilly remarked, 
however, by a vigorous and learned writer, that Mikon knew not 
the hiftory of his own commonwealth: He knew not, that it had 
been expenfive to the natioo, beyond all . the expenfivenefs of 
Royalty for fix ages before. See Whitaker's RetU Origim qf Go- 
vertmenty edit. 1795, p. 38i Todd, 

Ver. 490. The female bee, thaifseds her hmfband drone. 

DelkioufyJ The dr^, fa^-s |>r. Bentiey^ is no| 
the bee's huiband: And, that bees are MJfemt^p.JfittaB an idle 
and idiotical notion, againll the^courfe and ru^e <>f ^jnttufe* Butt 
however that be, both thofe opinipps had been ilr(yii|oiifly: i^fdstr 
ti|ined by Mr. Charles Butler in the fourth chapter ,^.'|ii9.ctt€iavf 
'jtreatife upon bees, entitled The Feniiuine Mim^urjci^, -^^^i^^- ix^ 
l634: And it feems to have been the prevailing dodrine in Milt 
ton's days. Pearcs. 

There has been publiflied in French a natural hiftory of bees, 
tKJtoirenaturelkdeiAbeilUs, &c. Paris, T744; whef^irt the Curious 
author fays, that in a hive there is Commonly one queen, and 
perhaps a thoufand males called drones, and near twenty thoufahd 
working bees of no fex that can be diftinguifiied. The^roiiM ot 
iufbands cf thU ^eor live idly and luxurioafly upon the finefl 
hooey; whereas the common bees live in great rt^(\ire tipon wax; 
and the queen faerfelf will oondeibend tci wait upcn.tlie ditmes 
and bring them honey: and (b, as MiitonexpTedesit,,^mliAer 
iu/band droBe deBcwi(fy. NfwTOir. 
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Needlefi to thee repeated] nor unkAown 
The ferpent, fubtleft beaft of all the fidd, 495 
Of huge extent ibmetimes^ with brasen eyes 
And hairj mane terrifick, though to thee 
Not noxious, but obedient at thy calli 

Now Heaven in all her glory flione, and roll'd 
Her motions, as the great firft Mover s hand 500 
Rrft wheeFd their courfe: Earth in her rich attire 
Coniiimmate lovely fmil*d; air, water, earth. 
By fowl, fifli, beaft, waft flown, was fwuin, was 

walkM, 
Frequent; and of the fixth day yet remain d: 
There wanted yet the mafter-work, the end 505 

Ver. 496. Of huge extent fometimes^ toith hraxm eyes 

And hairy tnane terri^kfj Such is the Korw^gian 
lerpent^ defcribed by Glaus Magnus, lib. xxt. cap. xxvii. ** A 
collo detnceps tUpendrntee piloi cubitalis longitudinis habet, fqua- 
Biitfque acutas, atro colore, eXjlammeoa oculos rutilantes/* Virgil» 
m dodor Newton obferves, attributes a mane to ferpents, ^n. ii. 
206. Todd. 

Vcr. 499. '• and roWd 

Her motions, as the great firft Mover's hand 
Ftrjt wheePd their cour/e:'] So, in The Jirjt part qf » 
iht Tragicatl raigne qf SeHrnns^ 4to. 1594. 

" Oh ! thou fupreme Archited of all, 

** Firfi Mover of thofe tenfold chriftail orbeSf 
** Where all thofe motitf^ taidvnmomng eyes 
** Behold thy goodneiTe euerlaitingly/' 
See alfo Spenfer*s Hymne of Heavenly Beautie^ ft. 11. Todd. 

Ver*. $05. There wanted yet the majter-work, &c.] The author 
here remembered and copied Ovid, Met. i. 7& 

** Sandius his animal, mentifque capacius alt9, 
** Deerat adhuc, et quod dominari in catera poftet.— ^ 
VOL. in. D D 
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Of all yet done; a creature, who, not prone 
And bnite as other creatures, but endued 
With fandity of reafon, might tteA 

** Finxit in cflig^em rnddeiuDtikiii cimAa Doortun. 
** Pronique dim ifec^nt aaimalia captera tefrtm, 
<< Os homini fublime dedit; coeliimque tueri • 
" Juffit, et eredos ad fidera tollcre vultus/' 'Nkwtoh. 
See Plato's TaHctus: « A fibiwrn rk winu {#• Wi* Aurir yiyiiiviM 

J^y vp^f «t t5 wmfM^iiMT$i itw^rmi/MfH f«r». Opp. edit. 
Serran.' torn, iiL 59- Todd. 
Vcr. 506. — — — a creature^ wko^ nei prone 

And hruie as other creatures,] Prane^ fays Dr^ 
Bentlcy, barely put, does not exprefs what MSton aimed at fhua 
Grid, 

«' PronAqae c&m fpedent animalia caetera terram/' 
It is true, that Ovid fays more than prone : But Milton^ who wa$ 
perfedly fltilled in the force of Latin words, knew^ that ffP- 
nui in Latin fufiicientiy expreOed what Ovid, throu^ a r^ 
dundancy of ftyle, had exprcffed by two more words, JpcStaU- 
terram. Any good Latin didionary will fumiih the reader with 
examples of pronftf ufed in this fenfe without any additional word: 
and Milton himfelf ufes it fo again in B. viii. 433. But why, us 
other creatures f fays the dodor, when the Angels are creatures 
neither prone^ nor brute. But do not Ovid*s anmalia cmtera^ and 
Cicero's atteras mdmantes in his De Leg. lib. i. Warrant Milton's 
faying as other creatures f Thofe other creatures can be none 
but fuch as Raphael had been defcribing the creation of; and 
therefore Angels are excluded . fuificiently firom being uhderilood 
here. Pbakce. 

And Milton, I fuppofe, made ufe of the word creaturts^ u\ 
creature went before ; a creature not' as other creatures. 

NswTOir. 

Ver. 508. With fanai^y of reafon,'] What does o^ do here? 
fays Dr. Bentley: He would have us read <* With faadttyoa^ 
reafon." Ovid's words are thefe, 
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His ftature^ and upright with front ferene 
Govern the reft, felf-knowing; and from thence 
Magnanimous to correlpond with Hearen, 5ii 
But gratefiil to acknowledge whence his good 
Defcends, thither with heart, and voice, and eyes' 
Directed in dievotion, to adore 
And worlhip God Suprieme, who made him Chief 
Of all his Works: therefore the Omnipotent 51 (3^ 
Eternal Tather (for where is not he 
Prefent ?) thus to his Son aadibly ipake. 

Let us make now' Man in bur iniage; Man ' 
In our litnilitude, And let them rule <20 

Over the filh and fowl of fea and air, 
Beaft of the iield, and over all the Earth, 

** Sandius his animaly 'mentifique capadas ahae.*' 
And this verfe Milton had in mind, no doubt. But, inftead of 
merely copying from it, he has improve^ it, by exprefTing Ovid's 
meaning m clearer and fewer words; for, in Ovid, ihofan&ity 
of the creature confiils in its having rtafon^ and this Milton better 
expreiles by fanSlUy qf reqfon. Peakce. 

Sanditff qf reqfimU the fame as hofy ireafon: Thus purity qf 
hntj greatnefs qf fpiritf &c. But fan^ty ^reafon is ftill more 
proper, becaufe fandity is the cffea of reafon, and of reafon 
only (I fpeak of an unafliiled Rate); for it is this that feparates 
and fets us apart from the reft of the creation, and therefore fane- 
tity behng$ to reafon, or is of it. Stilliisofleet. 

Ver. 6I9. Let us make nmo Man m our imagef &c.] The 
authps keeps, dofely to Scripture in his account pf the formatioa 
of Man, as well as of the other creatures^ See Gen. i. 26, 27, 
28. There are fcarcdy any alterations, but what were requifite 
for the verfe, or were occafioned by, the change o! the perfon, as 
the Angel is fpeak ing to Adam. Aftd what addition^ are made, 
are plainly of tlic fame original. See Oen. ii. 7. Newtow. • * 
p D 2 
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And every creeping thing that creep* tbeground* 
This imd, he form d thee, Adam, thee, O Man, 
Buft of the ground, and in thy noilrils breath'd 
The breath of life; in bis own image he 9^6 
Created thee^ jn the image of God 
Exprefs; and thou becaip'fl a living fouL 
Male he created thee ; but thy conf&rt 
Female, for race; thenble&'d mankind, and iaid. 
Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the Earth ; 531 
Subdue it, and throughout dominion hold 
Over filh of the fea, and fowl of the air, . 
4Jid every living thing that moves on the Earth. 
Wherever thus created, for no place 535 

Is yet diftind by name, thence, as thou kiu>w*i^ 

Ver. 535. Wkcrcoer thus created^ kcJ] The facied text fajSr 
that ** the Lord God planted a garden eaftward in Eden; and 
there he put the Man whom he had formed/' Gen. ii. 8« And 
afterwards, '^ The Lord God took the Man and put kirn into the 
garden ofEdeny to drefs it and to keep it/' v. 15. This feemsto 
imply that Man was created in fome other place» and was after- 
wards brought into the garden of Eden ; and therefore Miltoa 
fays, 

" Wlierevcr thus created, for no place 

** Is yet dJAinA by name, thence, as thou know'ft, 

*^ He brought thee into this delicious grove, 

" This garden, &c. Nbwtok. 

Here Milton might allude, by the expreffion *^ He brought 
thee," to II EfdrOs, iii. 6, where the writer h addreffing Ood on 
the fubjea of Adam's creation: << And Thou leddejt him into Pa-' 
radife, which thy right hand had planted/' Topd. 

Ver, 536. ■■■ ' thence, as thou knofw^Jt^l Before 

thefe words TIckell has plated improperly a full ftop; and only a 
comma after v. 534, where there ought to be a full ilop. He bts 
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He brought thee into this delicious grove, 
This garden, planted with the trees of God, 
Dde&able both to behold and tafte ; 
And freely all their pleaiant fruit for food 54o 
Gave thee; all forts are here that all the Earth 

yields, 
Variety without end ; but of the tree. 
Which, tailed, worksknowledgeofgoodand evil. 
Thou may*ft not; in the day thou eat'ft, thou dieft; 
Death is the penalty imposed ; beware, 545 

:And govern well thy appetite; left Sin 
Surprife thee, and her black attendant Death. 
Here finifh*d he, and all that he had made 
View*d, and behold all was entirely good; 

been followed in Ibis corrupt pundluatioa by Fenton, and Dr. 
Bentley. Dr. Newton refiored the pointing of Milton's own edi* 
tionsi and obferved that the conflnidion is, ** Wherever thus 
created, thence he brought thee &c/* Tobd* 

. Yen 548. Herefinifk'd he, and all that he had made 

Vieio'dyl The paafe is very remarkable^ and ad- 
mirably exprefies the Creator furveying and contemplating his 
work, 

— *— — — " and behold all was entirely good ; 

** So eren and morn accomplifh'd the fixth day." 
He finifbes the account of the creation in the fame manner as 
Mofesy Gen. i. 31. Newtoit. 

It is probable that he bad alfo Plato in view, who reprefeots 
the Creator furveying his great work, and delighted^ as Miltoa 
exprefles it, with its anfwering his great idea : 'O^H KwtiSiM n aCt^ 

Tf , Mti ii^fiui, in A /i««iAA<f i/uMMf wp«$ to v«p«JVty/Mr« tvirifviy 

M9ifyitr»T§M^ Opp. edit»,Serran. lorn. iii. 37. Todp. 
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80 even and morn accoibpliihrd tbe fbcth day: 550 
Yet not till the Creator from his work 
Defifting, thovgh qnWearied, up return d. 
Up to the Heaven of Heavens, his high abode; 
Thence to behold this new created world. 
The addition of his empire, how it jDbow'd 555 
In profpecftfrora his throne, how good, how fair, 
Anfwering his great idea. Up he rode 

Ver. 557. Anfwering his great ideaj] The learned Harris, 
in His Hermes, afts, *^ What do we mean by the terra Mind? 
We mean fomctbinjg, which» when it a£ls, knows what it is going 
to do ; fomething ftorcd with Ideas of its intended Works, agree- 
ably to which Ideas thofe W^orks are fafliioned." He then ob- 
ferves> in an additional note, ^* that upon tbefe principles Nico* 
machus, in his Arithmetkk^ p. 7> calls the Supreme Being an 
Artift— •» t5 »5 vt^'lru Oifi JW«i«. Where Philoponus, in his ma* 
nufcript com men ty obfcrves as follows : Tt^irm ^nri rm Omt ii 
witrm rmi vptfr«H mrdti luti ri^ Atyv^ uurth tx^^tt. He calls God 
an Artifiy as pojefing within him/elf the jirjt Caufes of all tkirtgSf 
and their Reafons or Proportions, Soon after, fpeaking of thofe 
flcetches, after which painters work and finifh their pidures, he 
Aibjoin s ■Jr ci p «» f^^<*^» ^h ^« rmwrtt r%myf$tpifi^T§i fisArmrM^, 
WiifMf riJit Ti, irm uml • ikfMMfyoi, 9^ i«i(M «ur««Atrivp, r# rSA 
fr«»r« HiicirfMmK»* «AA* irMr, in rk ftiw tih rxtayf mpifMtrm mrOi 
f iciv^ §HU9§t h ii if rS But )Jyu «(^;^rMrM tuU wmnlXkm ug-0^ As 
therefore ««, looking vponfuehjxtches as thefe^ tnakefufA and fuck 
particular things^ fo alfo the Creator, looking at tkqfe Jketches of 
Aisy hath formed^ and adorned with beauty^ all things here btlim. 
We mufi remember ^ htfweoer, that the Jketches here are imperfe6t : 
but that the others, thofe reasons or proportions^ %hich exi/t in 
God, are archbtypaL, and all-perfect. It is according 
to this Philofophy, that Milton reprcfetits God, after be had 
jcrcated this vilible world, contemplating 

" how it (how'd 

'* In profped from his throne, how good, how foir, 
** 4^fjP^ring his great ide/ni," To DP, 
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Followed with acclaiaatk)ii> and the £Amd 
Sjmpfaonious cf ten thouland harpd> that tun'd 
Angelick harmonies: The earthy the air 660 
Refounded, (thou remember fl, for thou heardft,) 
The heavens and all the conflellations rung, 
The planets in their flation Mening ilood^ 
While the bright pomp afcended jubilant. 
Open, ye everlafling gates ! they fung, ^65 
Open, ye Heavens ! your'hving doors; let in 
The great Creator from his work return d 
Magnificent, his fix days work, a World; 
Open, and henceforth oft ; for God will deign 
To vifit oft the dwellings of juft men, 970 

Delighted; and with frequent intercourfe 
Thither will fend his winged meflengers 
On errands of fupemal grace. So fiing 
Theglorious train afcending: He through Heaven, 
That open d wide her blazing portals, led 57s 
To 6od*s eternal houfe direSt the way ; 



Vcr. S6S. in their ftation] The j?a/t(ifi of a plsinet 

is a term of art, when the planet appears neither to go backwards 
nor forwards, but to fiand ftill and keep the fame place in its 
orbit. NawTOV. 

Ver. 565. 0/>«i, ye ecerlaJHng gates ! &c.'] Tfalm^ jotiv. 7. 
** lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lifted up, ye evcr- 
laiting doors ; and the King of glory ihall come in/' This hymn 
was fung when the ark of God was carried up into the fanduaiy 
oa Mount Sion, and is underilood as a prophecy of our Saviour's 
Afcenfion into Heaven; and therefore is fitly applied by our 
author to the fame Divine Perfon's afcending thither, after he had 
i;reated the werid* Nawxojr. 
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A broad and ample road, whole duft is gold 
And pavement ilars, as Hars to thee appear. 
Been in the galaxy, that milky way. 
Which nightly, as a circling zone, thou feeft 5So 
Powder'd with liars, And now pn Earth the 
ieventt^ 



Vcr. 577. -. — rrz = ^ whofe duft is gold 

jind pavement flars,] Giles Fletcher thus delbribes 
thjB holy city, in his Chrijfs Triumph ofctr Death : 

*f Her ftf^etSy inllead of ftones, the Jars did pavet 
** And little pearls for fliifi it feepi^d to have." 

And fee Partheneia Sacra, edit. 1633, p» 81, << The Heauei^s 
are the glorious pallace' of the Souereigne Creatour of al things ; 
the purple canopie of the parth, pawdre4 pyer and befet with 
liluer-oes ; or rather an azure vault enameld i|l with dtaniants, 
that fparckle where they are. And, for that there is a loftaboue 
this feeling, they make a pavimetU Hkewife for the IntelUgences 
und Angelical Spirits, firewed^ as become fuch inhabitants, vith 
Jiarres** In Giu(liniano*s defcription of (he palace of the Sun, 
the pbrafe^e//a/t /7atR«ea^t occurs, Canzon. 1020, p. 217. And, 
in Holiday's Marriages of the Arts, we have f* the asure paot^ 
tnent of the JarSf" A. iii. S. i. ed. l6l8. Compare P. L. B. iv. 
975. " The road of Heaven/ar-^opU" TaDD. 

Ver. 581. f owder'd with ftars.] So, in Sylv^fter's Pn Bart^ 
edit. 1621, p. 761 of the firmament : 

<' Poudred wUhJtars ftrcaroing with glorious light/' 
And in Drummoiid's Pocifw, edit }6l6. 

*' And joy'ft tp look down to the ajrar*d bars 

<* 0/fa^u^n| p9wder*d wjth troops of IbieamingjSarf.'* 

From thefc inftances, and from fipveral ufages of it in profe works 
pf the fame period, as m BocoLCe^s Deamfron Englifhed, 162O, 
p. 150, Partheneia Sacra, p. 6, p. 81, &c. The expreflion 
|eems to have been common. The word powdered is a term in he* 
fajdry, and fignifies jfroip'd or/prinkled. Thus, in Legb*« Accfr 
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Evening aroie in Eden, for the fun 
Was fet, and twilight from the eafl came on^ 
Forerunning night ; when at the holy mount 
Of Heaven s high-feated top, the imperial throne 
Of Godhead, fix'd for ever firm and fiire, 588 
The Filial Power arrived, and fat him down 
With his great Father ; for he alfb went 
Invifihle, yet .ftaid, (fuch privilege 
Hath Omniprefence) and the work ordain d» 590 
Author and End of all things; and, from work 
Now refHng,hlefs*d andhallow'd the feventh day. 
As refling on that day from all his work. 
But not in filence holy kept : the harp 
Had work and relied not ; the fblemn pipe^ sg^ 
And dulcimer, all oigans of fweet flop. 
All founds on fiet by firing or golden wirej 

dens <fArtnory€f i576y fol. 133, b. << A chemife hianke^ powdred 
and f)K>tted with mullets fable." And, in Bolton's Elahtntt (f 
ArmorieSf 4to. \6iOy p. 175^ ^' The choyce ftinnes onely were 
}}y tbofe Germanes povldred with fpott." The word is repeatedly 
fpelt pauldred in this latter book ; and Mn Warton, in his (Hfet- 
patiom ^ Spenfer, remarks, that it is, rightly fo fpelt in 
Speofer, according to the etymology to which Skinner conjeduret 
it to belong', vi«. *^ a jmhere, confpergo puhere." However, fee 
the word poudratus in Du Cange. Todd. 

Ver, 593. As reJHng on that day from all kis vorA,] The 
reafon affigned by Mofes, and almoft in the very words, Gen. il. 
52, 3. Newton. 

Ver. 597. All founds on fret hy firing or golden wirty^ On the 
finger-board of a bafs-viol, for ini^ance, are divtfions athwart, by 
which the found is regulated and varied: Thefe divifions are 
cvM^d frets. RiciiAKpsoH, 
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Tempered foft tunii^ intermixed with voice- 
Choral or uniibn : of inceniie clouds^ 
Fiuaiog from golden cen&rs, hid the mount ecb 
Creation and the iix days ads they {vmg : 
Great are thy works> Jehovah ! infinite 
Thy power ! what thought can meafure thee, 

or tongue 
Relate thee 1 Greater now in thy return 

Ver. 598. Temper'd fqft tuningi, &c.] So, in Diodati's 
tranflation of the laft Pfalm : 

**QY oigani, e gl' arpicordi, 

" Temprin* i lor accord! 

*' Con voftre note armoniofe, e dive."* 

tee alfo Spenfer^s Skep, CaL June, y. 7* 

■ *^ byrdes of every kinde 

. M To the waters &ll their tunn attemper ri^t.* Tod9. 

Ver. SPS. ^incenfe c/ouA, 

Fmimgfr&m golden cenfers, Ud tke wiamt.'] Tlie 
Incenfe fomiog from golden cenfers, feems to be founded on Rev. 
"vMi. 3* 4« Milton had alfo feen their manner of ntcai/mg in the 
churches abroadf and feems to have approved fomethiog of it, by 
4ransferring it to Heaven. Nxwtov. 

Compare Herrick^s addrefs to God, Noble Numbers^ l647» p. 36. 

** With golden cen/en, and with incen/cp here, 
** Before thy vii^n-altar I appeare/' 

And it feems from his Circrnnci/ion'SoHgt fet by Henry I^wes, 

and fang before King Charles the FirA at VVLitehall, that the cuf* 
torn of mcenjing was then obfervcd in England. Todh.- 

Ver. 6()2. Great are tky uorks, Jehovah ! &c.] Milton is 
generally truly orthodox. In this hymn the Angels intimate the 
unity of the Son with the Father, ftnging to both as one God, 
Jehovah. Nkwtok. 
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JIOOK VH. PARADISE LOST* 411 

Than from tbe giant Anigeb: Thee thitt day Gis 

Thj thondiers magnified; but to create 

Is greater tban created to deiitray; 

Who can impair thee, Mighty King, or bound 

Thy empire ! Eaiily die proud attempt 

.Of Spirits apoilate, and ihtk couniels Tain, 6io 

Ver. €Q5. '■ ■ the giant AhgeU ;] Dr. Bentley rea^t 

** the rdfel Angelsi*' tbiakiog that the word gimt iDfinmaes as tf 
this was as fabulous as that of Jove. But the word infinuates ap 
fach thing: It is ufed, not to exprefs the ftature and fizc of th« 
Angelsy but that difpofitimi of mind, which is iilways afcHbM lo 
giants^ namely, a proud, fierce, and afpiring, temjier* And 
this the Hebrew word gibbor fighifies, which is rendered a giatU 
in Scripture. ' Pearcs. 

Dr. Pearce's conflruAion of the word giants as if it meant onfy 
Jierce, praud^ and afptnng^ is, in my opinion, a little ibh:dl : 
Nor yet do I think that there is any reafon to change it into 
rebeU as Dr. Bentley would have it, Milton, I doubt not, in* 
tended to allude to Heiiod's ^ant war ; but I do not fee with 
Dr.« Bentley, that therefore he muft infinuate tlat this relation, is 
as fabulous as that. He probably deflgned, by this «xpreffioi^ 
10 hint his opinion, that the fi^ions of the Greek poets owed their 
rife to forae uncertain clouded tradition of this real event, and 
their giants were, if they had underllood the fiory right, his fallen 
Angels. Thtb». 

I do not agree, that Dr. Pearce's conftroQion of the word 
giant is forced. For thus, in Shakfpear's K. Hm. viii A. i. 
S. ii. Buckingham is called ^^ a g}ant traitor," that is« as he is 
aitcrwards called, '' a traitor to the keight,'^ a wqft afpirmg 
traitor. But Milton's reading may be alfo defended and ^jfr 
plained by the expreifion, which almoA immediately follows ; 

■■ " the proud attempt 

" Of §pirits>po/?a^<r,"— 
xipqflafe being the marginal reading in the Latin verfion of thi 
Bible, for the term^an^*. Gen. vi. 4. Todd. 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



Alt PARADISE LOST. ^ aook vir. 

Thcra haft repellM ; while impiouiljthey thoi^bt 
Thee to diminiih, and from thee withdraw 
The number of thy worlhippers. Who fedts 
To leiien thee, againil his purpofe ferves 
To manifeii: the more thy might : his evil 615 
Thou uieft» and from thence creat*il more good 
Witnefe this new-made world, another Heaven 
From Heaven-gate not far, founded in view 
•On the clear hyaline, the glafly fea ; 
Of amplitude almoft immenfe, with flars 620 
Kumerous, and every ftar perhaps a world 
Of deilin'd habitation; but thou know*fl^ 
Their ieafons : among thefe the feat of Men, 
Earth, with her nether ocean circumfus'd. 
Their pleafant dwelling-place. Thrice happy 
Men, 625 

And fons of Men, whom God hath thus ad- 
vanced ! 
Created in his image, there to dwell 
And worfliip him ; and in reward to rule 



Ven fiiPtr On the clear hyaline,] This word is expreflcd 
from the Greek vrnxtm^ and » immediately tranflated ike ghfy 
fea. For Milton, when he ufes Greek words, fometimes givei 
Che EngUfli with thera, as in fpeaking of the rivers of Hell, B. ii. 
S77$ ' &c. And fo the galaxy he immediately tranflates thai milhf 
my. The glaffjf/ca is the fame as the cryftaUku oceans v. 271* 
See Rev, iv. &• Nbwton. 

Ver. 624. Earthf with her nether ocean^ To difHnguifli it 
from the cryflalline ocean, the waters above the firmament. 

Newtoit. 

Vcr. 628, -^ ^ and in reioard to rule &c.] Sec 
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BOOK Yii. ' PARADISE LOST. - 413 

« • 

Over his works, on earth, in iea, or air. 
And multiply a race of worfhippers eao 

Holy and juft: Thrice happy, if they know 
Their happinefi, and perfevere upright ! 
So fung they, and the empjrrean rung 
With hallelui^Jis : Thus was &bhath kept 
And thy requeii: think now fulfill'd, that alk*d G35 
How firft this world and face of things began. 
And what before thy memory was done 
From the be^nning ; thatpofterity, 
Informed by thee, might know : If dfe thou 

feek'ft 
Aught, not ibrpafiing human meaiure, lay. 04o 

Pfalm viii. 6, 7^ 8. " Thou madeft him to have domiaion over 
(he works of thy hands, &c." Gillibs. 

Ver, 631. ■ Thrice hajpfy^ tftiqfknam 

Their happinefs,'] Virgil^ Gearg. iK 458. 
" O fortunatos nimiumy fua fi bona norint ! Newtov. 



THB BND OP THB SEVBNTH BOOK. 



^%€4ri^^^ X4^ ^^^ ^^ JuOi'^ U ^f^a. jfbL (UfU. 



«>I4^ a- 



Qactr. eU*!-. />.lU. "/c^^^ ,,,0^ ifU&^ U^.^ ^ 

tff^j^, 'ai^\u~ ^'e^c: v«^A* cui^^ ci. ^tiiugs^ *«w^ /tfc «L 

■»»«*»> dt^'Uz^^ nJ(t, ,„^^ ,„^^' t^^i^jtat^*!!^. ^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE 



EIGHTH BOOK 



or 



PARADISE LOST, 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE ARGUME3^. 

Adam inquires concerning cekjiial motions; is doubtt 
fully an/wered, md exhorted to fearch rather 
things more worthy of knowledge : Adam affents: 
and, Jim de/irous to detain Raphael, relates to 
him what he remembered Jince his own creation; 
his placing in Paradife ; his talk with God con* 
cemingjblitude and ft Jbciety ; hisfrf meeting 
and nuptials with Eve; his difcourje with the 
Angel thereupon ; who, after admonitions npedted, 
departs. 



L 
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BOOK VIIL 

X^HE Angd ended, and in Adam's ear 
So charming left his yoice^ that he a while 

Ver. 1. Tke Angtl ended^ &c.] In the firll edition of this 
poem in ten bookty here was only this line, 

** To whom ikui Adam gratcfidhf repHed/* 
This would have been too abrupt « beginning for a new book ; 
and therefore, in the fecond edition of the poem in twelve books, 
when the feventh book was divided into two, the author changed 
this line, and changed it very much for the better, into the four, 
firft lines as they ftand at prefenty only preferving part of this. 
vezfc in the laft of the four, 

«« Then, as new wak'd, tkm gratefully replied:* 

Newtov. 

Ver. 2. So ckanmng left kk vcktj &c.] Imitated probably 
from Apollonaus, who elegantly defcribes the efied which the harp 
and voice of Orpheus had upon the Aigonauts* When Orpheus 
had ended his fong, they, lays the poet, intent and bending 
towards him, itill liftened, and imagined him iUll fpeaking,.i. 512. 

T«/ 1* S/ub«r#i, 3Jifi»T0i, in w]f^r« tifvm 
Utarti ofMt^, if$mtr0 W f«riv iftfk>9»rH 
K«Aijl/M»' retSr ffa Ir/uiri ^lAnriP MsJb. 
The thought was originally Homer's, 11. ii. 41. 
' '- 5ftfl Jl f*f -/•♦few' f/*^. 

VOL. III. E E 
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418 PARADISE LOST. book viii. 

Thought him ftill fpeaking, ftill flood fix'd to 

hear; 
Then, as new wak'd, thus gratefidly replied. 

What thanks fufEcient, or what recompence s 
Equ^l, have I to render thee, divine 
Hiftorian, who thus largely hall allay *d 
The thiril I had of knowledge, and vouchfaTd 



Lucian, Somn^ 'On y»y > i ^j»i r5r wcuciitrm t»«»Ai(« And 

Socrates in Plato's Crito: K.^\f if^i ttihni ^^ r^rm rm ^iym 

Loi4 Monboddo is of opinion, that there is an aliufioD here to 
a very tine paiTagein the Pro^tf^orcf of Plato ; where Socrates de- 
fer! bes the cffe^ that Prota^oras's difcourfe had uponhiro* in fimi- 
lar terms to thofe with which Adam defcribes the effedlof the Angel's 
(y>ecch : IlpwntA/^t /»» r^rawrti lutl ret«vr« \irtJiiJ^(if09i iamuum-mn 
* TV X&ytr xai iyit iwi firir w^Xw x^tH uMiukXnfitnt^, in V^ mivm 
Kx*it», if% ifSfTti: Ti iwiivfifZ* MHin9' 'iruJlt it irf#/tHi' J« rS Vli 
wwtUffi^im •&,' f^Yti »«^ ifAmvTw mnrtfA irurmyitfiti, iZrm, «. r, ^, 
There is a beautiful pjtffagfe alfo in Dante, tvhich Mr. Bowie has 
Ilkewifc notrcerf; where the poet "meets in the milder fhades 
<>f Putgatory" his friciid Cafella the muflcian, whom " he wooes 
to fing ;" and, the requeft being complied with, the rariihing ef- 
fea of his Song is thus defcribed, In/em. C. ii. ilS. 
•' " Comincio egli allor, rf dolcemente, 
'' Che la ddtceisza ancor dentro mi foona.'* 
Milton had undoubtedly been much pleafed with this interview 
between Dante and Cafella, as his Smmet to Henry Lcnm evinces ; 
and it might now again prefcnt itfelf to his mind. See alfo B. t^. 
736. And Mr. Warton's note on the Sonnet. To^D* 

Ver. ^3. flood] 5foo(f, from ^^ara, Italian, 

remained^ continued ; ni'it thut Adam was in a (landing poihire j 
probably he fat, as at 'dinner, B. v. 433. Tis nut his attitude 
which is here defcribed, *but' his great attention. 

RxCHABDSQIf. 
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This friendly condefcenfion to fdate 
Things, elfe by me unfearchable; now heard lo 
With wonder, but delight, and, as is due. 
With glory attributed to the high 
Creator ! Something yet of doubt remains, 
Which only thy folution can refblve. 
When I behold this goodly frame, this world, 15 
Of Heaven and Earth coniiiting ; and compute 
Their magnitudes; this Earth, a ipot, a grain. 
An atom, with the firmament compar d . 
And all her number d ftars, that ieem to roll 

Ver. 12. ditributed] It has been ufual, after 

the dedfion of do^or Newton, to mark the accent on the third 
iyilable of this word* But> I am perfuadedy Milton intended to 
place the idus on the fird f)'llable9 which I have diflinguiflied ac- 
cordingly. See alfo ver. 565, B. ix. 230> and B. xi. 836* Todd» 

Ver. 15. WAen IbehoU &€*] Milton, after having given (6 
noble an idm of the creation of this new world, takes a proper 
occafion to (how the two great fyflems, ufually called the Ptole- 
maick and the Copemican, one making the earth, the other the 
fun, to be the center; and this he does, by introducing Adam 
propofing very judicioufly the difficolties that occur in the firft, 
and which was the fyftem moft obvious to him. The reply of the 
Angel touches on the expedients the Ptolemaicks invented to 
folve thofe difficulties, and to patch up their fyftem ; and then in* 
timates that perhaps the fun is the center, and fo opens that fyf- 
tern, and withal the noble improvements of the new philofophy; 
^ot however determining for one or the other : on the contrary 
He exhorts our progenitor to apply his thoughts rather to what 
more nearly concerns him, and Is within his reach. 

RiCHARDSOir. 

Ibid. ————— thU goodly frame,1 Sp, in Hamletf A. ii. 
S. ii. '< This goodly frame the earth.*' Todd. 

Ver. 19. And all kcr number'd j?ar*,] Numbered by whom f 
E k2 
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Spaces incomprehenfible, (^or iuch 20 

Their diflance argues, and their fwift return 
Diurnal^ merely to officiate light 
Round this opacous Earth, this pundual ipot, 



By the Lord their Creator, and by him alone, Pfal. cxlviu 4. 
" He ttUetk the number of thejtarn, he calletk them all by tkrir 
names,'* AAronomcrs alfo tell their, number, but it is of that 
fmalt part only which they fee and give names to. But neither 
is this the numbered meant in this place. Adam only would (ay 
they are not a few^ but a vad number, numerous. 

RiCKAKDSOK. 

Numbered is the fame here as numerous in B^vii. 621. 

Newtok. 

Ver. 19. thatfeemtorott 

Spaces incomprehenfibU^ That is roll through fpaces 
incomprehcnfible : But Dr. Bentley reads wUh/fteed mcomprehat' 
Jible ; becaufe (as he fays) their dijtunct does not argue the fpaces 
of the (lars, one being reciprocal to the other : nor does their 
fjKift diurnal nature aigue their fpaces, but rather againft them. 
This is true of the diftance^ and tbe./ip^ d&urmd reiuntf confi- 
dered feparately. But it is as true, that, when a body is at a 
vail diftaoce, and performs its circuit in a day, both thefe circum* 
ftances, confidered together, argue that it loUs through fpaces 
incomprehentible. P£arce« 

Ver. 2.3. ■ thh pundual fpot,] He had 

called this earth Rfpot^ v. 17* He calls it here a jmn&ual/pot^ a 
fpot no bigger than a poiii^ compared with the firmament and 
fixed fiars. Fmdual is derived from fun^um^ a point. Pbarce. 

So, in Comut^ he calls the Earth 'Mbis dim,^." Itfeems 
to have been a common pra^lice thus to liken the tarth to a ma-, 
tbematical point; as^ in the Comedie qfOld Fortuuatui; 

'^ The worlds to the circumference of heauen, 

*Ms as a fmall point in Geometrie." 
And, iu SylveAer*s Du Bart. l6?I, p. 77^. 

" Earth's but a j)0/W, &c. Todo. 
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One day and night ; in all her vaft lunrey 
Uielefs beiides; reaibning I oft admire, 25 
How Nature wife and frugal could commit 
Such diiproportions, with fuperfluous hand 
So many nobler bodies to create, 
Greater ib manifold, to this one ufe. 
For aught appears, and on their orbs impoie 30 
Such reliefs revolution day by day 
Repeated; while the fedentary Earth, 
That better might with far le6 compals move, 
Served by more noble than herielf, attains 
Her end vnthout leaft motion, and receives, 35 
As tribute, luch a liimlefs journey brought 
Of incorporeal fpeed, her warmth and light; 
Speed, to defcribe whofe fwiftnefe number fails. 
Soipakeouriire,andbyhis countenance ieem^d 
Entering on lludious thoughts abflrufe; which 
Eve 40 

Perceiving, where ihe lat retir d in iigh^ 

Ver. 37. 0/ incorporeal Jjfeedf] Not that it wts truly fo; 
it fignifies only rery great fpeed, fudi as Spirits might nfe. 
Spdtd almqfi/piritmL, as he exprefles it a little afterwards, vcr* 
110* Newtov. 

Ver. 38. Spetd^ to defcribe vshofe fwftnef$^ nmnher fnti.'] 
Pindar, Olymp. Od. it. 178. 

— itru i^mf/kftiti Mf^/tt§9 viptn^ivyir* DvKSTEH. 

Ver. 40. ivhieh Eve 

Perceivings &c.] What a lovely pidure has the 
poet here drawn of Eve! As it did not hecome her to bear a part 
in the converfation, ibe modeftly fits at a diftance, bdt yet 
within view. She ilays as long as the Apgd ao4 bar fcufband 
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With lowlinels majeftick from her feat. 

And grace that won who iaiw to wifh her ilvy, 

Rofe^ and went forth am«ng her. fruits and- 

flowers. 
To vifit how tjiey profper d, bud and bloomy 45. 
Her nurfery ; they at her coming iprung, 

are difcouriing of things, ipvhich it might concern her, and her 
duty, to know : but wh^n they enter iipqn abftru,frr pomts, .then 
ihe dece.ntly retires. This is preferving the decorum of charac- 
ter : and fo Cephalus in Plato's Rejmblick, and Sc'svbla in Cjcero*s 
treatife De Oratore^ ftay only as long as it was fuitable for per- • 
fons of their chara^ler, and are made to withdraw when.thf dif** • 
courfc was lefs proper for them to hear. Eve's wi.thdr^wii^ is 
juftcr, and more beautiful, than thefe inftanccs. She rifes to go 
forth with lowlinefs, but yet with majefly and grace. Vfhat no- 
defty and what dignity is here ! Ovid fays of Venus relating ,a ftcMry , 
to her beloved Adonis, Met, x. 559* 

" Sic ait, ae mediis interferit olcula verbis.** 

But how much more delicate is Milton's expreffion, and more 
bcC6ming the chafte conjugal ailedion of Eve ! 

— — '* from his lip'-* 

" Not words alone pleas'd her."— — 

^TiM^^ ^^y^ ^^ praiTe of Solpicia, IV* ii. 7« 

*^ lllam, quicquid agit^ quoquo vefligia fiedit, 
^* Gomponit fiirtim, fubfequitiirque decor.** 
But how much further has our author carried the thought ! Not 
onty gi:acej but a fompiifuvining Gracri, waited upon hen She 
is not 4>nly graceful, but Qu^en of the Graces, as the Ueathess 
fappofed their Godd^fs of Love to be. Newtok. 

Ver. 46. *- thnf at her coming /prung, &c.] The 

fame pretty thought Alarioo applies to his Venus, which proba*' 
^ly MiltoQ might have in view, ^ J(m. C. iii. it 6j. 
** V ht^xbe dal /ole impallidite, e gialie . 
^ ypnkjap^o tutte^ ogni &of s'apre et aUa;*' 
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And, touched by her fair tendance, gladlier grew. 
Yet went Ihe not, as not with luch.difcourfe 
Delighted, bir not capable her ear . . 

Of what was high: liich pleafure Ihe referv'd, , 
Adam relating, Ihe fole auditrefs; 51 

Her hufband the rekter Ihe preferr*d 
Before the Angel, and of him to alk' 
Choie rather; he, ihe knew, would intermix 
Grateful digrellions, and. fplve high diipuite . . 
With conjugal careiTes : fro^n his lip ' 5& 

Not words albne pleas d her. O! when meet now* 
Such pairs, in love and mutual honour join d? 
With Goddeis-like demeanour forth Ihe went^ 

Id tbe fame manner alfo fpcaking of Adonis, C. vi. ft. 146, 

" Tutto a1 venir d* Adon par che ridentL 

** RiveAa il bcl giardin novi colori." Thyer. 
The fame thought may be found in Apolj, Bho4, u 1J4I?, and- 
in TaiTo, Gicr. Lib. C. xviii. il. 23. And» in Hawkins's ^4pollQ 
Shrctcingi 12mo. 1 6269 p. 54^ where Pleafure is perfonified in #. 
vtry elegant defcription : 

" The clouds doe from her prefence flyc, 

" "Tis funlhi^e where fhe cads her eye j ' . 

" Wherere fhe treads on earth below, 

^ A rofe or lilly up doth grow, 

« Her breath a gale of fpkes brings.; 

<< Mute are the Mufes when (he ling^.'' Todi>. - - 

Ver. 47. And, toucKd by her fair tendance^ gladlier greto.1 ti^ 
Sylva de MedranOy p. 120u 

^ Qualquier planta' que toca con I0 mano» 

** Qnalqnier arbol florefcc.** Boirs^s. * ' '• 

Ver. 59. With Goddefi-^keietMimour forth ptwnt^ ' 

Not vndttoided;} In the tani.of.cs|V9effii» M thefe 
two lii)ea« Milton fcems \o allude to Homer's ^efcnftion tt^lki^f 
It iij. 142. 
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Not unattended; for on her, as Qtteen» so 

A pomp of winning Graces waited ftill. 
And from about her ihot darts of defire 
Into all eyes, to wilh her ftill in fight 
And Raphael now, to Adam*s doubt proposed. 
Benevolent and facile thus replied. ds 

To aik or fearch, I blame thee not; for Heaven 
Is as the book of God before thee fet. 
Wherein to read his wonderous works, and learn 
His feafbns, hours, or days, or months, or years: 
This to attain, whether Heaven move or Eartti, 

'n^fMr' lie ^ttXtefiff, rif» wmrk Xtufu ;t*W«* 
OU i*n, u/M Tiiyi K. r; A. Thter. 

Ver. 61. A pomp of winning Graces] An attendance^ a train, oi 
winning Graces, in the true fenfe of pomp, from the Greek wif/mm. 
Sec Mr.Warton's noteSf On the Ciraimcijton, v. 10. Sams. Agon. v. 
1312. The expreiHon of winning graces is ufcd in P. Hauftcd's 
Rival FnendSy \6SI9 A. i. S. v. which Mr. Dunftcr alfo notices: 

^* I will addrcfs myfelf 

** Wth all the winning graces that I have 

" To entertain him." Todd. 

Ver. 62. And/ram about her (hot darts of defire] Compare 
Shakfpeare^ Hamlet^ A. i. S. iii, 

«< Out of thejkot and danger of de^re," 
Spenfer fays that beauty " to the foule darts amorous drfifre;' 
Hyrone Beaut, iner. €0. See alfo Greene'^ Necer too late^ I616, 
p%rt firft, 

" Her eyes carried darts of fire, 

^ Feathered all witfayfwift dejire:' 
And part fccond, of CqMd : ^ 

«' His bow of Aeele, ittrt^ of fire, 

" H^Jkut anMigft tbem fueet ifc^re.** Todd. 

7«r. 7t). ThU tQ attmi] To attain to the knowledge of this 
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Imports n0U if thou redcon ri^t; the reft 71 
From Man or Angel the great Archited 
Did wifely to. conceal, and not divulge 
His iecrets to be icann d by them who ought 
Rather admire; or, if they lift to try 75 

Conje6lure, he his fabrick of the Heavens 
Hath left to their diiputes, perhaps to move 
His laughter at their quaint opinions wide 

hard queftion, Whether Heavm or Earth mercer is of no concern 
or c'onfeqoence to thoe; N*importe (French) it matters not; fays 
Mr. Hume. Mr. Richardfon nnderilands it io the fame manner: 
his words are *^ To attain to know whether the fun or the earth 
moves, is not of ufe to u%" But I helieve that they are both 
ndftaken in the fenfe of this paflagc, for I conceive it otherwife. 
This to aUatM is to be referred to what precedes, and not to what 
follows; and accordingly there is only a colon before thefe words 
in Milton*s own editions, and not a full ftop as in foroe others. This 
to attain^ that is to attain the knowledge offeafims, hourSf or days^ 
or months^ or years. It imports not, it matteiv not, it makes no 
difference, whether Heaven move or Earth, whether the Ptole- 
maick or the Copemlcan fyAem be true. This knowledge we may 
flill attain ; the rejl, other more curious points of inquiry con- 
cerning the heavenly bodies, God hath done wifely to conceal. 

Newtok. 

I rather coincide with Hume -and Richardfon. Milton is here 
indebted perhaps to the PfaUnift, Ps, cxxxix. 5. ** Such know- 
ledge is too wonderful. and excellent for me; I cannot attain unto 
it.** If I am right in regard to the poet's obligation, this feema ' 
to be the true way of confidering the paflage; for attain will com- 
bine with a knowledge fuperiour to that of feaibns» hours, days, 
kc. with a knowledge moil excellent and wonderful. DvirsTxa^. 

Vcr. 75. he Jusfabriek qf the Hfocens 

Hath kft to their difptUts,] '< Mundum tradtdtt dif- 
putationi conim, ut non inveniat homo opus quod operates eft 
Deus, ab ioitio ufque ad finem.'* Vulg. Lat. EccUs. iii. 11. 

HsTLiir. 
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Hereafter; wHea they come to model Heaven' 
And calculate the ftars; how thejr will widd eb 
The mighiy' frame; hcrw build, unbuild, contrive 
To ikre appearances; how gird the l^ere 
With centrick and eccentrick fcribbled o'er. 
Cycle and epicycle, orb in orb: 
Already by thy reafpning this I guefi, ss 

Who art to lead thy ofispring, and llippofefl: 
That bodies bright and greater Ihould not fervc 
The lefs not bright, nor Heaven fuch joumeyi 

run, 
Earth fitting ftill, when Ihe alone receives 
The benefiti Confider firft, that great go 

Or bright infers not excellence: the Earth 
Though, in comparifon of Heaven, fb fmall. 
Nor gliftering, may of folid good contain 
More plenty than the fiin that barren Ihines; 

Ver. 80. And calculate the Jiarsjl The fenfe is, And forma 
judgement of the ftars by computing their motions, diftance, fitua- 
tion, &c. As, to calculate a nativity fignifies to form a judgement 
of the events attending it, by computing what planets, in what 
motions, prefidcd pv^r that natiTity* But Dr. Beotley takes td- 
culating ihe Jiars' here to mean counting their numbers. That 
might be on« thing iittcnded; but it is not all. To calculate them, 
Is to make a computation of every thing relating to them: the 
confequcnce of vhieh is (in the old fyftem efpecidlly) centrick ' 
and ectentr'icky cattle and epkyde^ and orb in &rb, Pbarce. 

•V^r. 83: IVith ccntricit (Wfrf eccentrick] Centrick or conceii* 
trick are fuch fpbere«.*whofc center is the fame With, and ecceSi^ 
trick fuch whofe centers arc drawn from, th'kit of the earth. Cycle 
1% A circle : Epicycle is a circle opon another* circle. Expedients ' 
of the.Ptolcmaicks to iblve the apparent* difficulties in their 

fyftCJB* . JlltllARDSON'. 
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\¥hofe virtue on itfclf works no efie<9; ; ^4' 
But in Ae fruitful Earth; there firft receiV4 . 
His beatoB^ unai^iye.eUii^ their y^ur fiboid* 
Yet not/ to Earth are thoie bright luminaries 
Officious; but to thee. Earth's habitant 99^ 

J^saArfac the Heaven s wide circuit, let it ipeak 
The Maker s high magnificence> who built 
So Ipaciousy and his line ftretched out xb far; 
That Man may know he dwells not in his own; . 
An (Edifice- too large for him to fill, 
Lodged in a iinall partition; and the reft 105 
Ordain d fbrufes to his Lord heft known. ' 

The fwiftnefs of thofe circles attribute. 
Though numberle^ to his Omnipotence, 

Ver. lOff. and hU luieJreieVd ovtfojar-] A Scrip- • 

turecxpreflion: "Who hath iiretched the line upon it?*' Joh 
xxxviii. 5. As if God bad meafured the Heavens and the earth 
witl^ a line. Newton. 

'Yen 103. That 'Man may know he dwtUs not in his aan}] A 
fine reflexion, and confirmed by the authority of the greateft 
philofophersy who feem to attribute the firft notions of religion in - 
man to his obferving the grandeur of the univerfe. See Cicero, 
Tufc. Di/p. lib. i. fed. !28, and De N'at. Deor. lib. ii. fea. 6. 

Stillinoflbet. 

Ver. 107. The fwiftnefs cf thofe circles &c.] Cicer. Sw»». 
Scip, c. iii. " Stellas, qua globofas et rotunds drcojfuos orbcfque 
cof^&ciniit celcritaie mirabili," Dc;nst£r. 

Ver. 108. Though mmberlefi,'] It may be joined in con* 
ilrQdbn with eitvlei, and not m\th firiftneft, as Dr. Be&tley con- 
ceived. And the fenfe is, as Dr. Pearce exprefles it, that it Is 
God's Omnipotence which gives to the circles, th«)ugh fo number* 
lefsf fach a degree of fwiftnefs. Or, 4f we join nvmberkfs in eon* 
ftrufii^a wiAfwjftiefit it may be underftood as in v^ 38^ * 
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That to corporeal fubftances could add icg 
Speed almoil ^iritual: Me thou think*ftnotflaw; 
Who fince the moming^hour fet out from Heayea 
Where God reiides, and ere mid'»day arriv d 
In Eden; diilance inexpreflible 
By numbers that have name. But this I urge» 
Admitting motion in the Heavens, to thow us 
Invalid that which thee to doubt it mov^d; 
Not that I fo affirm, though fo it ieem 
To thee who haft thy dwelling here on Earth. 
God, to remove his ways from human feni^ 
Placed Heaven from Earth fo far, that earthly 

fight, 130 

If it prefume, might err in things too high. 
And no advantage gain. What if the fiitf 
Be center to the world; and other ftars, - 
By his attraAive virtue and their own 
Incited, dance about him various roun<|5? n« 
Their wandering courie now high, now low, then 

hid, 
Progreflive, retrograde, or ftanding ftill. 
In fix thou feeft; and what if feventh to thefe 



•< Speed, to defcribe whofe (wiftnefs namber fails.'* 

Newtok. 

Vcr. 128. Infix i^oufecfi; &c.] In the moo», anrf the^rc 
other xDimderingJureSf as they are called, B. v. 177 » Their motions 
are evident; and what if the earth fliould be a feventh planet^ and 
move three different motions though to thee infenfiblef The iknt 
d^ereni motitmi, which theXx>p«imicant attribute to the earth, 
are the diumQi round her own axis, the annual round the fun, and 
ihe motion ^ Ubration as it is called, whereby the earth fo pro* 
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The planet earth, fo Aedfail though ihe feem, 
Inieniibly three difierent motions move ? i30 
Which dfe to ievenl^heres thou mull afcribe, 
Mov'd contrary with thwart obliquities; 
Or £tTe the iun his labour, and that fwift 
^odumal and diurnal rhomb iiippoied, 
Invifible elic above all flats, the wheel iss 

Of dkj and night; which needs not thy belief. 
If earth, indiiilrious of her&l^ fetch dky 
Travelling eaft, and with her part averfe 
. From the &m*s beam meet night, her other part 
Still luminous by his ray. What if that light. 
Sent from her through the wide tranipicuous air. 



ceeds in ber orbit, as that her axis is conftantly parallel to the 
axis of the world. Wkich elfe to/evtralfpieres thou mu/l afcribef 
&c. You muft either afcribe thefe motions to feveral fpheres 
croffing and thwarting one another with crooked and indiieA 
turnings and \\indings: Or you muft attribute tbem to the earth, 
aDdyar<; thcfim his labour and the priinum mobile too, tkatfioif't 
noBumal and diurnal rhomb. |t was obferved in the note on B. vii. 
6l9f that, when Milton ufes a Greek wurd, he frequently fubjoin^ 
the EngliOi of it, as he does here, the xoherl of day and night. So 
he calls the primtan mobile : and this prhnum mchUtt in the aocient 
aftronomy, was an imaginary fphere above thofe of the planets 
and fixed ftars; and therefore faid by our author to hejuppos'd 
and invifible abore all Jars. This was conceived to be the firll 
mover, and to carry all the lower fpheres round along with it; by 
Its rapidity communicating to them a motion whereby they re- 
volved in twenty*four hours. Which needs not thy beliefs if earthy 
&c. But there is no need to believe this, if the earth, by revolving 
round on ber own axis from wed to eaft in twenty*four hours 
(travelling eafi) eojoya day in that half of her globe which is 
turned towards the fun, and is covered with night in the other 
half which is turned awav from the fun. Ncwton. 
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Totheterreiirialmoonl^easa'ilai^ 142 

Enlightening her bj day, ^ Hoe by ftight 
This earths reciprocal^ if Luul be there. 
Fields and iidbabitants: Her ipots thou ieeft 
As clouds^and clouds may tain, and rain produce 
Fruits in,her ibften^d foil fiir &miiG toeat 147 
Allotted there; and other iiins perhaps^ 
With their actencbmt moons, thou wilt deiciy, 
Communicadng male and female light; 

•Vir. US. HerfpoU tk&ufiefi 

Aichutk,'] ItfeemtbytfaisyaiulbjanollierpaAife', 
B..V. 419, 89 if our author thought that the fpots in (he mooA 
were clouds and vapours : but the mod probable opinion' is, that 
they are her feas and waters, which refled only part of the fun's 
rays, and abforb the reft. They cannot poffibly be clouds and 
vapours, becaufe they are obfcrved to be fixed and permanent. 
But (as Dr. Pearce obferves) Mr. Azout, in the FhUafophical 
TranfMiom for the year l66S, thought that he had obferved 
fome difference between the fpots of the moon as they then ap- 
peared, and as they are defcribcd to haTc appeared long before: 
And Milton, who wrote this poem about that time, might approve 
of Azout*8 obfcrvation, though others do not« Newtok. 

Vcr. 150. Comrnunicating male and female light;] The funs 
communicate male, and the moons female, light* And thus Pliny 
mentions it as a tradition, that the fun is a mafculine (lar, dryiqg 
all things: on the contrary, the moon is a foft and feminine ftar» 
dissolving humours: and fo the balance of Nature is preferved» 
fome of the ftars binding the elements, and others loofiog tbfiBy 
Nat. Ili/l. Lib. ii. c. JOO* Newton. 

In StaiTord's Nivbe^ ISmo. l6l], part ii. p. 224, there is a long 
obfenration on this fcxual diftindion of the fun and moon, iif 
which the author fkys: ** Thcfe two caufe the genervtiM of aH 
things in infcriour nature; for the funne with bis hcate dotb vivifie, 
and the moone with Mr humiditie dooth temper, all tMng^t'bofnc;^ 

To&p.' 



Digitized by 



Google 



Which two great &xes cfnipp^te t^ :Wofil<H i^t 
Stor d in each orb perhaps withXpiqe^bait Ure. 
For fuch Y9|l rooyoi in Natureunpoflql&'d 
By living foul^ deiart and ^elblate, 
Only to ilune> yet fcarce to contribute . lU 

E^ch orb a g^inp^ of Hgl^t, .convey d fo fer 
Down to this habitable, wi^ich returns 
Light back to them, is obvioijis to diipirte. . 
But whether thus thefe things, or v^hether not; 
Whetiier the ftin, predominant in Heaven, ' iflo 
Rife on the earth; or earth rile on the fun; 
He from the eafl his flaming road begin; 

Ver, 155. cSntribiUe] With Ae accent 

on the firfl fyllable, as in May's Edxcard the tUrd, l635, lib. iii. 
■ " their feverali fhares of woe 
'* Muft cSatribute to Philip's overthrow.^ TopD* . 

Vcr. J 57. tAis kMtabkf] An adjedive ufed ftibftan- 

tively : Eacth . is underftood, as in B. vi. 78, tits terrene. This 
habitabk is pure Greek, Oiwutf^n^ the inhabited, the earth. 

UlCHARDSOK. 

Ver. 158. Light back to them,'] I think that Dr. Bentley very 
juHly objcAs to the word IJght here : for, if the fixed (lars convey 
only a gUmp/e of tight to our earth, it is too much to^ fay that 
flie returns back. to them light in general, which implies more than 
a glimpfe of it. The Dodor therefore would read ** Nought 
back to them.'* But this is not agreeable to the philofophy 
whicln MiUon puts in Raphael's month: for it is intimated in ven 
140, that our earth doen fend out light from her; and if fo, theti 
fome of her light might be returned back to the fixed ftars. Sup*- 
pofe we ibould read " lake buck to them, &c.*' i. e. ovly ti gliaoipfe 
of Ughtf }\xfi as much and no more than ihe receives. Pearcx. 

Ver. 162. — — — his flaming romf] Elegantly applying to 
the road what belongs to the fun. So, in B. i. 786| hefays, ^< the 
mooB wheels her pale courfe." fiica ardson • 
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Or Ihc from weft her filent courfe advance. 
With inoilenfive pace that fpinning lleeps 
On her foft axle, while flie paces even, i65 
And hears thee ibft with fmooth air along; 
SoUicit not thy thon^ts with matters hid; 
Leave them to God ahove; him fervey and fear! 
Of other creatures, as him pleafes heft, 
Wherever placd, let him diipofe; joy thou 170 
In what he gives to thee, this Faradife 
And thy fair Eve; Heaven is for thee too high 
To know what pafles there; he lowly wife: 
Think only what concerns thee, and thy being; 
Dream not of other worlds, what creatures there 
Live, in what ftate, condition, or degree; 176 

Ver. 164. — — — — thai fpinmngJUeps 

On Ker/ojt axlt^ Idetaphon tmkeii from a top, of 
wbich Virgil makes a whole fimil^y M». vii. S7S. It is ao ob* 
jedion to the Copernican fyftcm, that, if the earth mured round 
on her axU in twenty-four hours, we (hould be fenfible of the ra- 
pidity and violence of the motion ; and therefore, to obviate this 
objection, it is not only faid that^e adbamceu herjileni courfe ipith 
in^enJiTe pace that /pinning Jkeps on her /oft asle^ but it is further 
added to explain it dill more, while Jlie faces exen^ and bears thee 
fo/t tcith the/mooth air along: for the air, the atmofphere» moves 
as well as the earth. Newton* 

Ver. 173. be lawlt/ wi/e:^ *' Noli altum fapcre,'*' 

«s Mr. Hume obferves. Milton thus concludes a letter to his 
friend Deodate: '* Humil^ fapiamus/' Toon. 

Ver. 175. Think only xohat concerns thee^ &c.] The concluficnx 
of the Angel's fpeech may be compared with Apoll. Rhod. ijw 495. 
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Contented that thus far bath been revealed r 
Not of Earth only, but of higheft Heaven. 

To whom thus Adam, dear'd of doubt, replied. 
How fully haft thou iatisfied me, pure leo 

Intelligence of Heaven, Angel ferene! 
And, freed from intricacies, taught to live 
The eafieft way; nor with perplexing thoughts 
To interrupt the fweet of Ufe, from which 
God hath bid dwell far off all anxious cares,i86 
And not mpleft us; unlefs we ourfelves 
Seek them with wandering thoughts, andnotions 

• vain. 
But apt the mind or fancy is to. rove 
Unchecked, and of her roving is no end; 189 
Till warned, or by experience taught, Ihe learn, 
That, not to know at large of things remote 
From ufe, obfcure and fubtle; but, to know 
That which before us lies in daily life. 



Ver. 180. ■ pure 

IntelligeQce 4*^.1 InielHgence is a frequent term 
for the celeftial beftigs, in Spenfer. See a)fo Dmrnmond's Cypreffe 
GroUj p.. 430: '* And if thefe be fo wonderful, what is the fight 
of.Hioi, from whom and by whom all was created; of whofe 
^ory to behold the thoufand thoufandth part, the moil pure In- 
tdUgtncu are fully (atiate?*' Tood. 

Ven 183. — norvnth perplexing thoughts &c.] Compare 

this fpeech of Adam with that of the Chorus in Samfon Agomjtes, 
▼er. 300^-^06. Todd, 

Ver. 193. That which before us Uu in daUy liftj'] Shadowed 
from a verfe in Homer, fo muck admired and recoonmen^ed by 
Socrates; 

VOL. XIX. F F 
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Is thie prime wifdom: What is more, is feme, 
Or emptinefe, or fond* impertinence: * i9< 

And lenders us, in things that mofl coneem, 
UnpraAis'd, uiiprepar'd, and ilill to feek. 
Therefore from this high pitch let us deicend 
. A lower flight, and fpeak of things at hand 
Ufeful; whence, haply, mention may arife mo 
Of ibmething not unieafbnable to a&. 
By liifierance, and thy wonted fevour, deignVL 
ITiee I have heard relating what was done 
Ere my remembrance: now, hear me relate 
My ftory, which perhaps thou haft not heard; 
And day is not yet fpent; till then thou fecft 206 
How iubtly to detain thee I devife; 
Inviting thee to hear while Irekte; 
Fond! were it not in hope of 'tibjr reply: 

Perhaps he might alfo have had the following lines of Juvenal 
in view, Sat. xiii. 20. 

" Dlcinus autem 

'' Ho8 quoque lelice^, qui i'erre iacommoda vitie, 

*< Nee ja^ar^jugum^ vitd didicore mqgi^rd^'* Todd* 

Ver, 1&4. li'tkt prime wi/dom: What hjnore^ h fimt^ &c.] 
An excellent piece of <atire this, and a ftne reproof of thoftt men 
who have all fenfe but common fenfe, aird whofe foHy is truly r^ 
prefenr^d in the dory of the philo(bpher, whOt while he was. 
gaadng at the ftars, fell into a ditch. Our author in thefe lanes, 
as Mr. Thyer imagines, might probably have in his ^e the cha* 
ra^er of Socrates, who iirft attempted to divert his countrymen 
from their aery and chimerical notions abont the origin t>f things, 
and turn their attention to* that prime imfdcm^ the confidcration oi" 
moral duties, and their condud in focial life. Newton. 
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Fpr, wMl? I J(it with thee, I feeip in Heaven; 
And Iweeter thy difcourfe is to my ear 211 
Than £ruits of palm-tree plea&nteft to thirft 
And huqg^ both, from labour, at the hour 
Of fweet rqp^; they iatiate, and foon fill^ 
Thou^ plea^t; but thy words, with grace 
divine 211 

^bued, bri^ to their fweetneis no iatiety. 

Ver. 211. And fleeter thy difcourfe U to wy ear &c.] The poet 
bad here probably in mind that paifage in Virgil, Ed. v. 45, 

*' Tale, tuum c/irmen oobis, divine poeta, 

*' Quale fopor feffis in gramine ; quale per aeftum 

^' Bulcis aqiis faliente fitim reilinguere rivo/' 

But the fine turn in the tliree lafl lines of MUton is entirely his 
OWO9 and gives an exquifite beauty to this paflage above Virgirs, 
See An Effhy vpon MUttm's Jmitations rf the Ancienti^ p. 37* 

NSWTQV. 

This account of the pteafure which Adam experienced in con- 
verfing with the Angel, bears a Uronger allufion, I think, to the 
addrefs of Teitfnachus to Menelaus, to whiqh Mr. StiUingfleet 
M} refers, Odjff. iv. 5$4. 

'ATpAj ffmtifMn wiAW Ajp^ff oiH^ Iftm' 

rffrfkau) «, r. A. ToDD. 

Ver. 212.* JruUs qff^m-^ree} The palm-tree bears a 

fruit' catteda date, full of fweet juice; a great reftorative to dry 
und e^haufted ^bodies by augmenting the radical moiflure. There 
is one kind f>f ^it called Palma JEgt/ptiacOf which, from its virtue 
.cigaiqil drouth, was named iit^n^Jitimfedans. Hume* 

Ver. %\6. — r- hrins to their fweeintfs nofatietyJ} « How 
.f«veet.are fhy words tp my iafie! yea, fweeter than honey to my 
moiHh,** P/^ cxix. 109, (7ix.z.i«s. ^, 

r y2 
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To whom thus Raphael anfwer d heayenlj 
meeL 
Nor are thy lips ungraceful. Sire of men. 
Nor tongue ineloquent; for God on thee' 
Abundantly his gifts hath alio pour'd 220 

Inward and outward both, his image fair: 
Speaking, or mute, all comelinels and grace 
Attends thee; and eachword, each motion, forms; 
Nor lefe think we in Heaven of thee on Earth 
Than of our fellow-fervant, and inquire 225 
Gladly into the ways of God with Man: 
For God, wfe fee, hath honour d thee, and fet 
On Man his equal love: Say therefore on; 
For I that day was abfent, as befel, 

Ver. 218. Nor are thy lips vngraeefvl^ Alluding to Pfikm xU. 
3.- •* Full of grace are thy lips." Newton^ 

- Yen 391. Inward and outward MA, kii nm^/otr:] One 
would think by this word ouiwardf that Milton was of the fed of 
Antbropomorphitesy as well as MaterialifU. Wahbukton. 

Milton, I conceive, means the complete -nature of man, the 
anittuU and the inteUe&uai parts united, which the learned Hale, 
treating of the words In the hnage i^God made he Man^ nainutely 
and admirably illuftrates. See his fHmitke Originmikm 4f Man' 
kindj 1677, pp. Sir, 312. Todd. » 

Ver. 225. — fellow-fervant,] So the Angel fays 

to Su John, Rre. xxii. 9« ** I am thyfeUoahftrvant.*^ 

•' NftWTOV. 

, Ver. 22;9, For I that day wa$ ahfenty'] The fixth day of 
Creation. Of all the reft, of which he has given an account, he 
might have been an eye-witnefs, and fpeak from bis own know- 
ledge : what he haft faid of this day's work, of Adam's original, 
*to be fure, he muft have had by hearf^y or tnfpinition. Milton 
had very good reafon to make the Angel abfi^nt new, not only to 
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Bound on a voyage uncouth and obfcure, aso 
Far on excuriion toward the gates of Hell; 
Squar d in full legion (iuch command we had) 
To fee that none thence ifliied forth a fpy. 
Or enemy, while God was in his work; 
Left he, incens'd at fuch eruption bold, 23$ 

Deftru6tion with creation might have mix'A 
Not that they durft without his leave attempt; 
But us he fends upon his high behefis 
For ftate, as Sovran King; and to inure 239 

Our prompt obedience, Faft we found, feft Ihut, 
Hie difinal gates, and barricado'd ftrong; 
But long ere our approaching heard within 



yary his fpeaker^ Irat becaufe Adam could bed, or only, teU fome 
particulars not to be omitted. Ricba&dsov. 

Ver. 233. To fee thtU none thence iffhed forth &c.] As Man 
was to be the principal work of God in this lower world* and 
(according to Milton's hypothefis) a creature to fupply the lofs of 
the fallen Angels, fo particular care is taken at his creation* 
The Angeb, on that day, keep watch and guard at the gates of 
Helly that none may iffue forth to interrupt the facred work. At 
the fame time that this was a very good reafon for the Angel's ab- 
fence, it is likevife doing honour to the Man with whom he was 
converfing, Newton* . 

Ver. 242. ' -*— heard wUhin . 

Noife, other &c.] Addifon has pointed out the al- 
lufioD, in this pafiage, to Yiigil. Pr. Newton adds, that Ailolfo 
is reprefented in like manner liftening at the gates of Hell, Orf, 
Fur, C. xxxiv. ft. 4, 

**^ U orecchic attente alio fpiraglio tenne, 
'* £ r aria ne fenti percoflk, e rotta ' 
** Da piantiy ed urli, e da lamento eterno^ 
^ Segno evidente, quiyi eflfer V Inferno/* 
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Noife, other than the found of dance or fong. 
Torment, and loud lament, and furious rage. 
Glad we returned up to the coafb of light us 
Ere fahbath-evening: fb we had in chaise. 
But thy relatidri now; for I attend, 
Fleas*d with thy wordd rio lefs than thou Mrith 
mine. 
So fpake the Godlike Power, and tihtis oui^Sire. 
For Man to tell how human life b^ah aso 

Is hard ; for who himfelf beginning knew? 
Defirc With thee flill longer to conrerfe 
Induc'd me. As new wak'd from foundefl ilecp, 
Sofl an the £oweiy herb I found me laid. 
In balmy fweat; which with his beams the fun 
Soon dried, and on the reeking moifbire fed. 2^6 

But I am inclined to think that Dante was in Milton's mind, 
Ihfem, C. iv. 7. 

** Vero fe, chc 'n fu la proda mi troTai 

" Delia valle d' abiflb dolorofa, 

" Che tuono accoglie d' infiniti guai -^ 

efpecially as the Angel adds, 

<' Olad we returned up to the coails of light;** 
for fo it follows at the clofe of the Canto in Dante: 

*' Cosi n' andammo infino alia lumiera, 
" Parlando cofe, &c/' Toi>i). 

Vcr. S44. — : loud lament,] Spenfer's Tcara of tie 

MufiSj ver. 418. << With Umd laments &c/' Seealfo Milton*s0^e 
Naiio. ver. 183, Todd. 

Ver. 255. In balmy fweat ;"} This is an allufion taken from 
the exudations of the halfamumi the moft agreeably odorous of 
all trees known. STix.ii96Ft£KT. 
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Straight .tewaixl Heaven mj woaden^g eyetl 
twnxd, -< 

And gaz'd a while the ample Iky; till» JwaU 
By quick infiindive motion^ up. I ^rqn^ 
As thitherward endeavouring aiad upright . n9t 
Stood on my feet: about me royod I law 
Hill, dale, and ihady woods, and funny plains. 
And liquid lapfe of murmuringftreams; by theft, 
Creatures that liv d and mov d,, and walked, or 
flew; 264 

Birds on the branches warbling; all things fmiPd; 
With fi^grance and with joy my heart o erflo w'd. 

yen. 263. jind liquid lapfe if murmuring fireams;] From 
Aufonios, MofeiL 6i. 

** At vada len^ meant, Uquidorum et lapfus aquarum 
** Prodit cvnilea difperfas luce figuras.'^ DuirsTit. 

Yen 26*. — ^ aU tkingifimTd: 

With Jragranee and with Joy my heart. ifafiatfi.'\ 
Toufon's edition of 17 27 points the pafiage thus: 

" all things frail'd 

^ With fragrance; and with joy my heart o'erflow'd/' 
Dr, Bentley has ohferved the fame punduation: And it has been 
admitted into fome fubfequent editions. But neither Mijiton's own 
editions, nor the meaning of the paifage, fupport it. Adam is 
defcribing the fenfatious with which the charms of nature afieded 
him, when he firft wakened to exiftence : He awoke on a genial 
day, and in an enchantiDg place, amidA a profulioQ of delights; 
M things Jk^d: And, in confequeoce, 

^ With fragrance and with joy his heart oVrilow'd.'' 
Befides, it may be obferved, that, if the (lop were removed after 
fmitdf fo as to join thewords ViVA^a^roncf toymir<f, the clailicaf 
imitation of Virgil would be lefs confpicuous, '^ Omnia nwic ridentf*^ 
Eel. vii. 55, See the two next notes. Todd. 

Ver. 2660 JVith fragrance] By fragrance Milton has endea^ 
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Myfelf I then perus'd, and limb by limb 
Survey d, andfometimeswent, andfometimesran 
With fiipple joints, as lively vigour led: adj^ 

But who I was, or where, or from what canfe. 
Knew not; to fpeaki tried, and forthwith ^ke; 
My tongue obey'd, and readily could name 

vovred to give 9n idea of thiat exquifile and delicious joy of faeait 
Domer fo often expreffes by tWrir^*, a word that fignifics the fra- 
grdnce that fl6wers emit after a fhoxver or dew« Milton has ufed 
a like expreffion in his tret^tife Of Reformation, p. fy edit. 1738. 
*f \Methioks a fovran aed reviving joy mud needs rufb into the 
bofom of him that reads or hears, and (he fwcet odour of the r&t 
rorrtlng Gofpcl iinbathe his foul with the/ra^cmcc of .Heaven." 

"^ }llCHARD80N. 

Mr. Hichardfon might have further obferved, that Milton bim* 
felf had expreifed the famp thought with more beauty if poffibl^ 
in B. iv. 153, where^ fpeakbg of Satan's approach to the garden 
of Paradife, he fays, 

' " And of pure now purer air 

*^ Meets his approach, and to the heart infpires 

♦* Vernal delight and joy, able to drive 

« All fadnefe but defpaW Tryicr. 

Ver. 269. — ^•^ 03 IvQefy vigour led:'] We have printed 

it after the ^rft edition, though the fecond reprefents it thus, 

rr r ** and fometimes ran 

*• With fupple joints, and lively vigour led." 
This reading is follpwed likewife iq fopie oth^r editions, but we 
conceive it to be plainly an errour of the prpfs. Newtok. 

Ver. S73- -»— : -r? — and r$adify could name &c.] There 

is a contradi&ion between this and ver. 352, &c. In the firft 
palfage Adam fays, that he could name whatever he faw, before 
be got into Paradife. In the fecoijd he fays, that God gave him 
that ability when the beads came to him in Paradife. For thi^ 
Ia(l parage alludes tP the rabbinical opinion, that he gave names 
according to their natures (clearer exprelTed, ver. 438 &c.) an4 
the knowledge of their natures he fays God then fuddenl^ enduc<{ 
liirn with, WARBURToy. 
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Whatever I law. Thou Suir, iaid I, fair light. 
And thou enlighten d Earth, fo freih and gaj. 
Ye Hills, and Dales, ye Rivers, Woods^ and 

Plains, 275 

And ye that live arid move, fair Creatures, tell. 
Tell, if ye faw, how I came thus, how here?— 
Not of myfelf; — ^by Ibme great Maker then. 
In goodnefe and in power pre-eminent: ' '. 

Tell me, how may I know him, how adore, aao 
From whom I have that thus I move and live. 
And feel that I am happier than I know. — 
While thus I call'd, and ftray'd 1 knew not 

whither. 
From where I firfl drew air, and firft beheld 
This happy light; when, anfwer none returned. 
On a green Ihady bank, profufe of flowers, 286 
Penfive I fat me down: There gentle fleep 
Firfl: found me, and with loft opprefllon feis*d 
My drouied fenfe, untroubled, though I thought 
I theff was pafling to my former ftate ago 

Infenfible, and fdrthwitJi to diflblve: 
When fuddenjy fliood at my head a dream> 

Ver. 2S 1 . From whom I have that thus I mace and live,] ** In 
him we live and move," A&s xv'i'u 28. Gillies. 

Ver. 287. There gentle Jleep &c] This and 

the following lines refemble the defcription of the flecp which fell 
OD UlyflTes, Od0: xiii. 79. 

ai^ftroi, VWti, bwf$trm iyx^r* ••utmu StilliNOFLBET. 
Ver, 29^. ^ood at my head a dream,] Where 
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Whdl£ ilk ward af^ntion gently mov^d 
My fancy to bdicye I yet had being, 
And liv d: One came, methaught^ of ftape di-^ 
vine, 295 

And &id, ^' Thy maniion wants thee, Adam; nfe^ 
^ Firft Man, of men innumerable ordain'd 
* Firft Father! called by thee, I come thy guide 
« To the garden of bHfi, thy feat prepar d" 
So ikying, by the handhe took me lais'd^ 30a 

bufy Fancy, hi which thofe (Irange dark fceties ate laid> has its 
feat and refidence, according to Homer's pbilofophick obfenradon, 
Iliad, ii. 16, 20. 

XtHrif'lnfh^^ap^^. Hume. 

Ver. ftgS. " Thy manfian wants YAer,] RaHier <* wii& 

thctt/' fays Dr. Bentksy. But wants is right; as ii> B. v. 365, 
<< Thofe happy places thou .haft deign'd a while 
"Towfla/." Pearcb. 

Ver. 300. So faying^ by the hand he took me &c.] It is faid, that 
'' the Lord took the Man, and pot htm into the garden of Eden, 
to drefs it, and to keep it," Oen. ii. 15. Some commentators (ay, 
that Man was not formed in Paradife, bul was placed there after 
lie was formed, to (how that he had no title to it by nature, but 
by grace: and Milton poetically fuppofes that he was carried 
thither fleeping, and was firft made to fee that happy place in 
vifion. The poet had perhaps in mind that paflage of Virgil, where 
Venus lays young Afcanius afleep, and removes him from Car- 
thage to the Idalian fields, JEn, i. ^91» &c. Or, if he had Scrip- 
ttire ftill in view*, he had authority for fuch a removal of a perfon, 
4^s viii. 59, when ** the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, 
and he was found at Azotus.** Newtoh. 

See the Notes on B. vii. 535. And compare alfo Homer, //. 
XX. 325; a paflage, which Pope probably fuppofed Milton to 
have here had in view, by his adopting the fiime imagery and 
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And dver fields and waters^ as in air 
Smootfa-ibding -vHtbout fiep, laft led me up 
A woodj mountain; whoie high top ^WiB plaifi^ 
A circuit wide, enclosed, with goodlieft trees 
Planted, with walks, and bowers ; that what I 
law 90$ 

Of Earth beforefcarcepleaiantftiem'd. Each tree, 
Loaden with faireft fruit that hung to the eye 
Tempting, llirr'd in me fudden appetite 
To pluck and eat; whereat I wak'd, and found 
Before mine eyes all real, as the dream 310 
Had lively fliadow'd : Here had new begun 
My wandering, had not he, who was my guide 

expreflion in his tranflation: It is where Mneta Is prote£^ed by 

Neptune ; and the original concifely fays^ 

A/m^ ^ yimfn AMri x^ ^"i^ ^'^- 

But the tranflation thus expands it : 

^* with force divine he fnatch*d on high 

" The Dardan prince, and bare him through thejtjff 

<< Smooth-gUding without Jrp^ above the heads 

•* Of warring heroes, and of bounding fteeds/* Todd. 

Ver.S02. Smooth^^fiidingioithoutjtep^'] This expreffion alludet 
to the motion of the deities, as defcribed by the Grecian writers. 
See the Note, B. vi-. 71. Pope, in the paflage juft cited, has 
written glidings indead of Jliding; yet ftill he is indebted both for 
the thought and phrafe to Milton : For the Cherubim defcend 
gliding on the ground, B. xi. 6^9, where fee the note. I find 
the expreflion ./tnooM^ing to have been before ufed^ in order to 
defcribe the graceful motion of the dancers at Solomon's nt^tials, 
in Sylveller^s Du Bartas, p. 460. 

** Tis not a dance, but rather tLfmoothJUdrng^ 

'< AU move alike after the mufick's guiding.'- Todd. 
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Up hither^ from among the trees appeared, 
Prefence Divine. '. Rejoicing, but with awe. 
In adoration at hia feet I fdl 315 

Submifs: He reard me, and ?Whom thou 

Ibught'ft I am," 
Said mildly, *' Author of all this thou feefl: 
^ Above, or round about thee, or beneath. - 
** This Faradife I give thee, count it thine 
" To till and keep, and of the fruit to eat : 320 



Ver. 314, ■ Rejidchgy but vsUk atc6,] There 

(hould mod c<:rtainly be a comma after the word atPf, although 
there be no printed authorities to juftify it. It gives a greater 
ftrength to the ienfe, as it confines the awe to the rejoking^ and 
thereby cxprefles that mixture of joy and reverence, which the 
Scriptures fo often recommend to us in our approaches to the 
Divine Being. Thyer. 

Ver. 316. / am,] Tbcfe words 

make very good fenfe here in the common acceptation of them : 
but by Milton's placing them in fuch an emphatical manner at the 
end of the verfe, I aip of opinion that he might poflibly allude to 
the name, which G6d gave himfelf to Mofes, when he appean^d 
to him in the bufh, Exod, iii. 14*. " God faid unto Mofes / am 
that I am ; and he faid, Thus ihalt thou fay unto the children of 
Ifrael, / am hath fent me unto you/' John \iii. 58. '' Before 
Abraham was, lam" Gueenwood. 

Ver. 320. *< To till and keep,} Dri Bentley fays that Para- 
dife was not to hetiird, bqt the common Earth after the Fall: 
he therefore fays that Milton defigned it To drefs and keep^ a» 
In Gtn, \u 15, to drefs it and to keep it. This looks like a joft 
obje^on, and yet it is not fo in reality : for» if he had confulted 
the original, he would have found that Adam was to till as well 
before as after the Fall : while he continued in that garden, he 
was to till that ; after his expulfion from thence, he was to tUl 
the cojDdmon Earth, Our poet &ems here to have approved of 
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^ Of everjr tree that in tl» gardto groWs 
" Eat freely with glad hearty fear hereno jlearth : 
^ But of the tree whofe operation brings 
** Knowledge of good and ill> whkh. I h^ve fet 
" The pledge of thy obedience and thy.faith, 3M 
f* Amid the garden by the tree of life, . 
** Remember what I warn thee, fhnn to tafte, ' 
'* And fhun the hittar con&quence: for knoW;, 
** The day thou eat'ft thereof, my fole command 

th« opmion of Fagtu$9 (a favourite annotator of his) who, in ^t' 
note on Gen. ii« 9> thinks that Adam was to have ploughed and 
fowed in Paradife, if he Had continued there : and Milton here 
follows Ainfworth's tntnflation, which has in Gen, ii« \5j to till 
it and to knep it : And Ainiwof th*s tranflatioo is more exad 
than that of our common Bible; for not only the original word 
inir here ufed is the very fame with that ufed in chap. iii. 23, 
and which is there rendered to /}7/:'but the Ixx. tikewife employ 
one and the fame word, i^i^itu in both places^ as the Vulgar 
Latin does optrari: and the Hebrew, the Greek, the Latin word 
alike fignify to hLmry cultivate, or tUL In chap. iii. 23, our 
tranilators render it till, and they might as well have rendered 
it fo chap* ii. 15, fince that word in the common acceptation 
'iignifies no more than to cvltivate ; and therefore Ainfworth has 
till, and Le Clerc colere in both places. Our £ngli(h tranf- 
lators chofe to ufe <2re/i, here, as imagining it (I fuppofe) more 
applicable to a garden. But Dr. BenCley (hould have confulted 
the ancient verfions and the original, and not have trufted to 
our Engliih tranflation, efpecially befpre he found fault with 
an author who underilood th^ original fo well as Milton did. 

Ver. 323. But of the tree &c.] This Being the great hinge 
on which the whole poem turns, Milton has marked it ftrongly. 
But of the tree-^Remember what T warn fAfc— He dwells, expa'^ 
tiates upon it, from v. 323 to v. 336, repeating, enforcing, fixing, 
every word: Tis all nerve and energy. Ricbardsok. 
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^ Tran%rd5*d, inevitably thpn ihak die, 330 
^' From diat day mortal; and this happy fiate 
^ Shalt lofe, expeird from hence into a world 
•'-Of woe and forrow/' Sternly he pronoanc'd 
The rigid interdi^on^ which refonnds 
Yet dreadful in mine ear, though in my choice 
Not to incur; but ibon his clear a{^6A 336 
fietum^d, and gracious purpoife thus renewed 
^ Not only tfcefe fair bounds, but all the Earth 
" To thee and to thy race I give; as lords 
'* Pofleft it, and all things that therein live, 340 
'* Or live in fea, or air; beaft, filh, and fowl. 
^ In lign whereof, each bird and beail behold 
^ After their kinds ; I bring them to receive 
^ From thee their names, and pay thee fd^ty 
^ With low fiibje6lion; underfiand the iame 345 
* Of filh within their watery refidence, 

Ver. 330. tnecitahly thtmjhalt die,'] " In the <fay 

that thou eatcft thereof thou (halt furely die/* as in Gen. ii. \J : 
That is, from that day thou (halt become mortal^ as thie poet im- 
mediately afterwards explains it. Newton. 

This fenfe of the paffage, is the fame as the church of Eng- 
land's. See ^e fecond Homily on the Pajion: ''Adam took 
upon him to eat thereof (the forbidden tree); and in fa doing he 
died the death, that is to fay, he became mortal^ he loft the &vour 
of God, Ac." Edit. 1683, p. 255. Bowle. 

V«r. 336. ■' though in my dmce 

Not to incur il Therefore, when he had fiillen, 
the interdidion, which in hi£ Hate of innocence had refoufided 
.dreadful in his ear, is finely made by the poet to recur to his 
mind with additional terrour ; and he earneflly defires to die». 
that " the dreadful voice of God WjJ^ ^ rfiorfe' VAzmi^r in his 
car#," B, X. 779. Todd. 
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f' Nothither&mmon'dy^cedsey^cahnotchaJige 
'^ Their element^ to draw tibie thiimer air.'* 
As thus he ipake, each bird and 'beaft behc4d 
Approaching two and two; thefe coweriqg low 
With blandifhment; each bird iloop^d on hk 
wing. a5i 

I nam'd them^ as they pa&'d, and undedlood 
Their nature, with luch knowledge God endued 
My fudden apprehenfion: But in thefe 
I found not what methought I wanted ftill ; ssa 
Atad to the heayenly Vi iion thus prefum'd. 

Ye r. 853« with fuch knowledge God mdued &c.] 

Wonderful was the knowledge of God beflowed on Adam, nor 
that part of it lead, Which concerned the naming things aright ; 
as Cioero agrees with Pythagotiis : ^' Qui primusy quod fumntfe 
fiipieiuje Py thagar^ vt Ana^^flT, omnibus rebus nomina impo(uit/' 
Tu/c. Pifp. lib. i. fed. 25. Hvu%. 

See alfo Milton's Frofe-Work$y vol. i. 337- ^' Adam, who 
had the xpi/dom given him to know all creatures, and to name them 
according to their properties, lire." Tood. 

Ver. 354, but in thefe 

IfinrndnotwhatmeAought I wanted JtiU ;) The 
account given by Mofes Is very ihort here, .as in all the reH. 
Gen. ii. 19, 20. ** And out of the ground the Lord God formed 
etrtry beaft of the field, and every fowl of the air, . and brought 
than unto Adam to fee what he would ciall them : and whatib- 
ever Adam called every living creature^ that was die name 
thereof. And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl 

, of the aifi and to every beaft of the field : but for Adam there 
was not found an help meet foo him/' And from this (hort 

.account our author, has raifed wh^t a noUe. epifude 1 and what a 
divine dialogue from the latter part only ! Nswtov. 

Ver. S56y And to the heavenly Vifion thus prefum'd.] St. 
-Paul, fpeaking of the itppaarance of the DiWne Being to him, 
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O, by what name, for thou above all thele^ 
Above mankind, or aught than mankind hi^er, 
Surpafle^ far my naming; how may I 
Adore thee. Author of this univerie, 360 

And all this good to man? for whofe well being 
So amply, and with hands fo liberal. 
Thou haft provided all things : But with me 
I fee not who partakes. In foUtude 
What happineis, who can enjoy alone, 366 
Or, all enjoying, what contentment find? 
Thus I prefumptuous; and the Vifion bright 
As with a fmile more brighten d, thus replied. 

What call'ft thou folitude ? Is not the Earth 
With various living creatures, and the air 370 
Replenifh'd, and all thefe at thy command 
To come and play before thee ? Know'ft thou not 
Their language and their ways ? They alfo know, 

ufes the fame expreffion, A^^ xxvi. 19* '^ I wa»tiot difobedient 
to the icavenlif Vifion.** Duhstee. 

Ver. 357* 0, by SzcJ] It is an unreafonable as well as no- 
theological fuppoiition, that God ga^re Man the iofpired knov- 
- ledge of the natures of his fellow-creatures before >the nature of 
|iis Creator ; yet thb our poet fuppofes* What feems to have 
mifled him was, that» in the ordinary .way of acquiring knowledge, 
we rife from the creature to the Creator. WARBvatov. 

Ver. 372. JTacra^ thou not 

Their language and their ways f] That brutes have 
a kind of language among themfelves is evident and undeniable. 
There is a treatife in French of the language of brutes ; and our 
author fuppofes that Adam underftood this language, and was of 
knowledge fuperior to any of his defcendants, aud befides was af« 
fiAed by iufpiratioBi %mth fuck biawieJgc God endued hisfiMt» 



Digitized by 



Google 



»ooK VMLi PARADISE LOST. 449 

And reafon not contemptibly: With thefe 
Findpaflime, and bear rule; thy realm is large. 
So ^ake the Univerfal Lord, and feem*d 37(5 
3o ordering: I, with leave of Ipeech implord. 
And humble deprecation, thus replied. 

Letnot my wordsoffend thee,HeavenlyPower; 
My Maker, be propitious while I fpeaL 380 
Haft thou not made me here thy lubftitute. 
And thefe inferiour far beneath me fet? 
Among unequals what fociety 
Can fort, what harmbny, or true delight ? 
Which muft be mutual, in proportion due sss 
Given and received ; but, in difparity 

apprehenfion. He is faid, by tbe School Divines,, to have ex- 
ceeded Solomon himfelf in knowledge. Newtok. 

The reader may derive much pleafure and information from 
the perufal of a treatife, entitled ^' Fro* Thoughts upon the 
Brute Creation : Or, an Examination ol Father Bougeant'^s Phi- 
lofophical Amufcment concerning the iMngvage of Birds and 
Bcajts &c. By John Hildrop, M. A. 1742." Father Bougeant's 
work is probably the treatife, to which dodor Newton adverts. 

Todd. 

Ver. 379. Let not my words offend theej] Abraham thus im- 
plores leave to fpeak, and makes interceflion for Sodom, with the 
like humble deprecation : *' O, let not the Lord be angry, and I 
will fpeak,'' Gtn, xviii. 30. Newton. 

Ver. 383. Among tmequals &c.] Tlie Italians fay, " Fragli 
ii^ali ^ r amicitia.'' Bowls. 

Ver. 386. butf in dijpariiy Ac] But in in- 

fM}U8lity, fuch as is between brute and rational ; the one intts^e^ 
man lugb, wound up, and firained to nobler underftanding, and 
of more lofty fiiculty; ike other JHttrtmifsf the animal let down^ 
ftnd flacker, grovellhig in more low and mean percejitions, can 

▼01,. III. G « 
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The one intenfe, the other ftill femiis. 
Cannot well fuit with either, but foon prove 
Tedious alike: Of fellowfliip I ipeak 
Such as I feek, fit to participate 3flo 

All rational delight : wherein the brute 
Cannot be human confort : They rejoice 
Each with their. kind, lion with lionefs; 
So fitly them in pairs thou haft combin d : 394 
Much lefs can bird with beaf^ or fifh with fowl 
So well converfe, nor with the ox the ape ; 
Worfe then can man with beail, andleaft of all 
Whereto the Almighty anfwer*d,not dii^leas'd. 
A nice and fubtle happinels, I fee, 
Thou to thyfelf propofefl, in the choice '400 
Of thy aflbciates, Adam ! and wilt tafte 

never fuit together. A mu(ical metaphor, from firiog^, ,of which 
the ftretched and higheft give a fmart and iharp found, the (lack 
a flat and heavy one. Hcjmb. 

Ver. 395. Much Ufs can bird with beajt^ wfijh wiihfawl 
So txU converfe J nor with the ox the ape ; 
Worfe then can man with beqfit SicJ] The fenfe of 
this paiTage, which Dr. Bentley feems not to have confidered 
aright, is this: Thebrute^ fays Milton, v. d9U cannot be human 
confort in rational delight^ that is, cannot converfe with man in 
that way : And then he adds here^ Much lefs can bird well em-^ 
•cerfefo with beaji &c. that is, lefs ilill can one irrational animal 
converfe in this way with another irrational animal ; not only if 
they be of a different fpecies, as bird and beaft, fifh and fowl, 
are ; but even if they be of the fame fpecies, as the ox and cft 
are ; the mofl widely different creatures of any which are of the 
fame fpecies. Sut leqfi of all can man converfe in a rational way 
with any of the beafts or irrational creatures. Is not here a very 
proper gradation ? Peakce. 
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No pleailtre^ though in pleasure, fblitary. 
What thinkYt thou then of me, andthis my Hate i 
Seem I to thee lufficiently poflefe'd' 
Of happine&y or not? who am alone 4oi 

From all eternity; for none I know 
Second to me or like, equal much leis. 
How have I then with whom to hold converfe^ 
Save with the creatures which I made, and thofe 
To me inferiour, infinite defcents 4id 

Beneath what other creatures are to thee i 

He ceas'd ; I lowly anfwer d, To attain 
The highth and depdi of thy eternal ways 
All human thoughts come Ihort, Supreme of 

things I 
Thou in thyfelf art perfeA, and in thee 415 
Is no defidence foimd : Not fo is Man, 
But in degree; the cauie of his deiire 
By converiation vrith his like to help 
Or fblace his defeds. No need that thou 
Shouldfl propagate, already Infinite ; 430 

And through all numbers abfolute, though One : 

Ver. 407. Second to me or /i^e,] Horace, Od. I. zii. 18. 
** Nee viget quicquam fimile aut fecundum/' And fee B. ». 
609. Nbwtoit. 

Yen 413. The higbth md depth of thy etematweys &c.] << O 
the depth of the riches both of the wifdom and knowledge of God ! 
How im/earchabie are his judgments^ and his ways pa^ finding 
(nur Rom. xu 33. Hums. 

Ver. 4S1. And through ail ntanbers abfolvtef'] A Latin ex^ 
preffion, '* Omnibus numeris abfolutus/* as Cicero fays; and 
means perfed in all its parts, and complete in every thing; 

G o 2 
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But Man by number is to manifeft 

His fingle imperfedion, and bfeget 

Like of his like, his image multiplied^ 

In- unity defective ; which requires ^5 

Collateral love, and deareft amity. 

Thou in thy fecrely although alone, 

Beil with thyielf accompanied^ ieek*fl not 

Social communication; yet, fo pleased, 

Canil raife thy creature to what highth thou wilt 

Of union or communion, deified : 431 

I, by converfing, cannot thefc eredt 

From prone; nor in their ways complacence find 

Thus I embolden d ipake, and freedom us'd 

Fermiiiiv^ and acceptance found; which gain*d 

This anfwer firbm the gracious Voice Divine. 430 

Thus, far to try thee, Adam, I was pleased ; 
And find thee knowing, not of beafls alone; 
Which thou haft rightly nam*d^ but of thyfelf ; 
Exprefiing well the Ipirit within thee free, 440 
My image, not imparted to the brute ; 

'' Quod expletum fit omnibus fuis numeris et partibus/' as Cicero 
elfewhere exprelTes it : But there feems to be a low coDceit in the 
ezpreffion, 

'* And through all numbers abfolute, though one.*' Newtov* 

Ver. 425. Hui] That i$, the imperfedion of kim Angle. A 
frequent- way of fpeakiog in Milton. PaARCJi* 

Ver. 440. Expreging wett the/prii vitkm thti/ne, 

My image^ Milton is, upon all occafions, a 
fVrenuous advocate for the freedom of the human mind againft the 
narrow and rigid notions of the Calvinifts of that age ; and here, 
in the fame fpirit, fuppofes the yery image af 0.<ni| 10 which 
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Whole fcllowftiip therefore unmeet for thee >" 
Good reafon was thou freely fhouldft diilike; 
And be fb minded fiill: I, ere thou Ipak'fl^ 1 
Knew itnot good for Man to be alone; 449 
And no foch company as then thou faw'ft 
Intended thee; for trial only brought. 
To fee how thou could'ft judge of fit and meet: 
What next I bring Ihall pleale thee, be aflur d, . 
TTiy lifcenefe, thy fit help, thy other felC 45# 
Thy wifli exa6Uy to thy heart s defire. 

He ended, or I heard no more; for now 
My earthly by his heavenly overpower d, 

Man was made, to confift in this liberty. The fentiment is very 
grand, and this fenfe of the words is, in my opinion, full as pro* 
bable as any of thofe many which the commentators have put 
Upon them ; in as much ,as no property of the foul of man dif* 
tingdiihes him better from the brutes, or affimilates him more to 
bis Cr^'tpt. This nottoay though uncommon, » not pecuUat to 
Milton; for I find Qarius, in his remark upon this pafifig^ of 
Scripture^ teferring to St» Bafil the great, for the fame interpror 
^tion. See Clarius amongft the Crt^' <Sacn» Thtbr^ 

Ver. 444. 2, ert thoufped^Jt, 

KnoD it not geod for man to be done;] Fpr wq 
real), Gen, ii. 18« ** And the Lor^ Godfaid^ It u not good tha$ 
ikt Man Jbould be alone; I wiU make him an help meet for him; 
And then* ver. 1^ and 20, God brings the beads and bird9 before 
Adaniy and. Adam gives them namesy^'/!if^ ^br Adam there foa$ 
not found an help meet for him;** as if Adam had now difcovered 
it himfelf likewife: and from this little hint our author has raifed 
this dialogue hetwedn Adam, and his Maker. And then follows 
both in Mofesy and in Milton, the account of the formation of 
£vjs, and inflitution of Marriage. Newton. 

,. Ver. 453. My earthly by his heavenly aoerpower'd^] The Scrip«> 
lure (ays only, that *^ the hard God coifed a deep/kep to fall upon 
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Which it had long ftood under^ ftrain'd to-the 

. highth 
In that celeilial colloquy fiiblime, 455 

As with' an objeA that excels the fenfe 
Dazzled and ipoit, iiink down; and fought repair 
Of fleep, which inftandy fell on me, call'd 
By Natiire as in aid, and closed mine eyes. 
Mine eyes he clos'd, but open left the cell 4&> 
Of fancy, my internal %ht; by which. 



jtdam/* Gen^ ii.' 21 ; and our author eudeavours fo give fome ac* 
count how it was effe^ed: Adam was oTcrpowered by converfing 
with fo fuperiour a being, his faculties having been all ftraioed and 
exerted to the highth; and now he funk down quite dazzled and 
fpenty and fought repair of deep, which inftaiitly fell on him, and 
clofed his eyes. Mine eyes he ehs'df fays he agaio^ turning the 
wordS| and making Sle^p a perfon, as the-aocien^ pp^ts often do, 
^^ Newtov. 

' It is ptobahle, that Milton here liad ill view tha (cddiial 
eolioquy,: and its confequence, related by Daniel of the «n^l and 
hirafelf : ** How can the fervant of this my Lord tM with ihta my 
Lord? for, as for me, ftraightway there remained najhtngth-m me^ 
neither is theve breath left in me/' Dan, z. If, Toop, 

Ver. 46()f Mufe'eyes he clo^d^ hut open t^ the cell 

Of fancy, my inipmal Jight ;1 Balaam, before U 
prophefies the happinefs of Ifrael, thus defcrifaes hirofelf in th^ 
vifion which communicated to him the divine word; ^ the man 
mrtfich heard the words of God, which faw the yifion of the Al- 
mighty, falling into a trance^ but having his eyes cfetntii* Num. 
\^iy xxtv. 4. On the latter part of which verfe the glofs of the com* 
mentatori li^atablus and Fagius is, '' (formi^qru, et tamtn habens 
OCVLOS MKKTis opeTtos/' This frequent recolledion in Milton 
not only of every applicable fcripture parage, but of every ma- 
terial commisnt on them, (hows the wonderful extent of his reading 
and power of his memory. DpvsTSAf 
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Abihad: as in a trance, methought I faw. 
Though flceping, where I lay, and law the ihap^ 
Still glorious before whom awake I ftood: 
Who Hooping open d my left fide, and took 46s 
From thence a rib, with cordial Ipirits warm. 
And life-blood fireaming firefli; wide was the 

wound. 
But fuddenly with fleih filFd up and heal*d: 
The rib he form'd and faihion d with his hands; 
Under his forming hands a creature grew, 470 
Man-like,, but difierent fex; fo lovely fair, 

Ver. 462. Abfira^ as in a trance,'] «< The Lord God caufed 
& deepjkep to fall upon Adam/* Gen. ii. 21. The word, that we 
tranflate' a deep fitef, the Greek interpreters render by trance ox 
tcjtas^^ in which the perfon is ahjtraiGt^ is withdrawn as it were 
from himfelfy and Hill fees things, though his fenfes are all locked 
lip. So that Adam fees hb wife, as he did Paradife, firH in vifion« 

NswTOir. 

Ver. (Sb. open'i my left Jide, and took 

From thence a rib,] The Scripture fays only <^ one 
of his ribs/* Gen. ii. 21. But Milton follows thofe interpreters, 
who fuppofe this rib was taken from the left fide, as being nearer 
to the heart. Newtok. 

' Ver. 471. foiovefyfair, 

That what feenCd fair in all the world, feenCd now 
MeoHf or in her/umm'd up, in her contauCd 
And m her looks i] This is the fame with that 
which Marino makes Venus fay to Paris in the pidure flie is giytng 
kim of Helen, Adon. €« ii. ft. 173. 

** Si ben d*ogni foellesza in quel bel volto 
<* Epilogato il cnmuloy unifce, 
** £ si perfettamente infieme accolto . 
'< Quanto hk di bel la terra, in lei fiorifce/* Thtib» 
The reader will not be difpleafed to compare a pafliige in our 
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That whatieem'dfairia all the worlds feem'dhow 
Mean, or in her fiimm'd up, in her contain d 
And in her looks; which from that dme infus'd 
Sweetnels into my heart, unfelt before, 475 

And into all things from her air inipir d 
The fpirit of love and amoron^ delight 

elder poetry, where the bard is defcribing his miftrefs. La Belle 
Pucell. Hawes*s Pqftimc of Pieafurc, 4to. 1554, cap. zu. 

*' I neoer fawe fo fay re a creature : 
. *' Nothing (he lacketh, as I do fttppofe, 

'' That is longyng to faire dame Nature; 

** Yet more ouer, her countenaunce fo pure, 

** So fwete, fo louely, would any hart enfpire 

" WiA fervent love, &c." Todd. 

. Ver. 475. Sxceetne/s into mv heart, tatfelt before,} Similar to 
a paflage in Fairfax's Tajb, B. xiz. it* 94. 

" AJweetnefiftrange from that fweet voice's found 

** Pierced my heart J^ Bowlb. 

Soy in the old poem, from which the illuftration in the prece- 
ding note is drawn, c. :|xxviii. 

" Her moft fwete lokes into my hart did crepe.** Todd. 

Ver, 47fi. And into all things from hef air injpir'd 

The fpirit of love &c.] Lucretius, iv. 1047- 
'* Seu mulier toto jadans ^ corpore amorem." Bevti^kt, 

The very (ame compliment Marino pays to the three Qoddeflei, 
when they defcepded upon iQount }da to pre&ut themfelves before 
Paris, Adon. C. ii. ft. 125. 

" Ne prefente vL fii creata cofti, 
** Che non fentifle iu s^ forza aroorofa.*' 
The Italian poet, with a farprifing redundancy of &ncy and beauty 
of exprelTion, carries on and explains the fame thought for Gx 
ftanzas together, but the graver turn of our author's poem, and 
the divine charader of the perfon Adam is talking to, would have 
ppade an imitatipn in this refpeift iiid^cent and inconfiftent. 

Tpte*. 
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She diiappear'd, aiid left me dark ; I wak*d 

To find her, or for ever ta deplore 

Her lois^ and other pleafiires all abjure: 48o 

When out bf hope^ behold her, not far off, 

Such as I iaw her in my dream, adom'd 

With what all Earth or Heaven could beftow ' 

To make her amiable: On ihe came. 

Led by her heavenly Maker, though unfeen, 485 

And guided by his V(nce; nor uninformed 

Of nuptial iandity, and marriage rites: 

Grace was in all her fteps, Heaven in her^e. 



Ver, 478, Sit di/appear'd, and left me dark;} She that was 
my light vanifh'dy and left me dark and coinfort\efs. For light 
is in almoft all languages a metaphor for Joj/ and comfort^ and 
darknefs for the contrary. As Dr. Pearce obferves^ it is fame- 
thing of the fame way of thinking that 'Milton ufes in his Sonnet 
on his deceafed wife; after having defcribed her as appearing to 
him, he fays, 

^ She fledy and day brought back my night.'* Newtok. , 

Ver. 485. Led hy her kcteocnly Maker^'\ Fpr the Scripture fays, 
^' The Lord God broug.bt ber unto the Man," Gen. ii. ?2. And 
Milton, (tin alluding to this text, fays afterwards that (he was 
dwinefy brqughif t. 500. Niwtqn. 

Ver. 488. i •- Heaven in her eye^"] Give me leave 

%o quote a pa|lage from Shakfpej^re's Trail, and Cr^da^ ^UA 
feems to have been in our author's view. A* iv, S» iv. 

: : r " Udy Creflid. 

'* So pleafe youy fave the thanks tbis prince eaqpedt; 

'^ The lufre in your eye, Heavet^ in your cheeky 

'* Pleads your f^ir ufage/' Newton. 

perhaps Beaumont and Fletcher's Philq^ep might i»ftker lutvc 
))ecn in Milton's view, where Philallec fays of woroeni A- iu* & >^ 
<< How Heaven i$ m yonr ryei/' 



I 
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458 jPAHAOISE LOSrr. SooK.yiii; 

In evfciy gellure dignity and love. 

I, overjo/d, couM not forbear aloud 490 

. This tumbathmade amends; thou haft fulfiUVl 

Thy words, Creatpr bounteous and benign. 

Giver of all things ^dr! but faireft this 

Of all thy gifts! nor envieit I now fee 

Bone of my bone, flelh of my flelh, myfelf 49s 

Before me: Woman is her name; of Man 

Extracted: for this cauie he ihall forego 

% 

And fee alfaP. Fletcher's Pt/c. Ed. l6ss] iii. 15. 

— ^^ " fair Celia, tft tfy fun-like «ye 

*' Heaven fwectly fmiles." Tojdd. 

Vcr. 494. — — — — nor envieft.'] Dr. Bentley hert 
Quarrels witli the fyntax and the expreffion. , But, as Dr. Pearce 
obferves, the verb enviefi is joined in conftrudion to thou hafijul" 
Jtlied; and the words nor entiefi mean, '^ Nor thinkeft this gift 109 
good for me:*' as in B. i. 259. 

-^ " The Almighty hath not built 

f* Here for his envy^ will not drive us hence/' 

Dr. Pearce alfo refers, for the fame fenfe of envj/^ to Par. Lo/tf 

B. iv. 5I7» and B^ ix. 770. Todd. 

Ver. 495. Bone of tny bone^ &c.] That Adam, waking from 
liis deep ileep« {bould, in words fo exprefs and prophetick» own 
and .claim his companion; gave rife to that opinion, that he was 
not only alleep, but entranced too, by which he faw all that was 
Hone'to him, and tinderflood the myilery of iU God informing 
}iis underfbnding in his ecilafy. Hums. 

Milton here illuftrates himfelf : ** But Adam, who had tha 
wifddm given him to know all creatures, and to name them ^c 
xrording to their properties, no doubt but had the gift to difcem 
perfedly that which concerned him much more; and to appre* 
keoA tttjfirfijigki the true fitnefs of that confon which God pro* 
nided hiih. And therefore fpake in reference to thofe words 
prhich God pronounced before; as if ha hlul fydd, Thu is (he, by 
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Father and mother, and to his wife adhere; 
And they fliall be one fleih, one heart, one fouL 
She heard me thus; and though ditinel^ 
broOght, * 600 

Yet innocence, and virgin modefly. 
Her virtue, and the confcience of her worth. 
That would be woo'd, and not imibught be won. 
Not obvious, not obtrufive, but, retir d. 
The more defirable ; or, to iky all, 60s 

whofe meet help and fociety I fhall no more be alone ; this is Qi^^ 
ivho was made my image, even as I the image of God; not fo 
much in body, as in unity of mind and heart," Profe-fForks, vot 
£337, edit. 1698. Todd. 

Vcr, 498. ' ■■ ■ ■ and to hU xe^e aditere ;] " Adke^ 

reUt uxori fuae," as it is in the vulgar Latin; <* ihall ckape unto 
his wife; and they (hall be one fieih/' fays our £nglii)i Bible, 
Gtn. ii. 24. How has Milton improved upon the laft words, 
tAdtJUyJhallbe oneJUJk; and what an admirable climax has he 
formed! ^ And they Iball be one fleft, one heart, one foul," 

NsvTOir. 

Ver. 50f . « ■ t ■ ■ ■ « ■ confcience] In our Englifh ver* 

^tkiti of the Bible, emfdence is often ufed in this fenfe of con/ci'ou/i' 
neft. Thus, " ihouLd have had no more amfcience of fins," Beb. 
X. fl, ** Some with ton/dence of the idol eat," x Cor» viii. 7, And 
ihus cfmfcientia is ufed by the Latin authors, as in Cicero da 
fienea. ** C<m/cwitia benl a^ vite jucundi^ipa eft/' 

JPea&ce. 

Ver. 503. That movJd he woo'd, ifnd not mjbugkt be won,J Mr. 
Bowie refers to Helena's remark in the Midf. N. Dr^mn: 
'^ We cannot fight for love, as men may do; 
'^ We (hoDld be tiW//, and were not n^ade to wooe/' 

The following paiTagc in Shakfpeare m^y be alfo added ; 
** She's beautiful and therefore to be w)o*d ; 
^Sfee is a womwi, therefore to be vo»/' TPi>9» 
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Nature herfelf, though pure of finful thought, 
Wrought in her fo, that, feeing me, flie turn'd: 
I followed her; ihe what was honour knew,. 
And with obfequious majefty approv'd 
My pleaded reafon. To the nuptial bower 510 
I led her bluihing like the morn : All Heayen, 
^d happy conflelktions, on that hour 
Shed ttieir feleAeft influence ; the Earth 
Oave lign of gratulation, and each hill ; 

Ver. 509, And %pith obfequious roajelly apprac'd] How cx- 
liAIy doe^ Milton preferve the fame charader of Eve in all places 
where he fpeaks of her I This ob/tquious majefiy is the very iun^ 
with the coy fitbrnJioHy mode/t pride^ in the fourth book; and 
both not unlike what Spenfer has in his EfntAatamion : 

^ Behold how goodly my faire Love does ly, \ 

*• In proud humility /" ThteI. 

Ver. 5 1 U Jkdher bluihing Uke the mom :] Sov in Fletcher'a 
Taith, Shtpherdeftj A\ u S. i. Perigot to Amoret ; 

' O, you are fairer far 



Than the chafte hbtpatig mom: 



But Milton's is an eleg;&nt comparifon in the Eaftem dyle ; tl^^ 
hride of Solomon being likened to the morning, CantickSf vi. 10« 
^' Who is flie that looketh forth «# the mornuig f* ToDO. 

Ver. 513. the Earth 

Gaoejign of gratutatim^ &c.] This is a copy fnmi 
Jiomer, Ik xiv. 347. T«Sri /" viri Xim Ifk ^ fu$^)iim wtim^ 
% r. j^. Bitt Milton has greatly improtred this, as he improves 
every thing, in the imitation^ In all his copies of the beautiful 
paflages of other authors he itudioufly varies and diiguifes them, 
the batter to give himfelf the air of an original, and to make, bjr 
his additions and improvements, what he borrowed the more 
fairly his own ; the only regular way of acquiring a property in 
thoughts taken from other writers, if we may believe Horace, 
H'hpfe \vkh in poetry are of undoubted authority, De Art. Poei. 
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Joyous the birds; frefh gples and gentle airs 515 
Whilper d it to the woods, and from their wings 
Flung rofe, flung odours from the Ipicy ihrub, 
Dilporting, till the amorous bird of night 
Sung fpoufal, and bid hafle the evening-flar 
On his hill top, to light the bridal lamp. «20 



▼. 13 ly &c. Milton indeed, in what be borrows from Scripture 
obferves the contrary rule; nod generally adheres minutely, or 
rather religioufly to the very words as much as poifible of the ori- 
ginal. Newtok. 

Ver. 519. — — and bid hafte the evening-ftar 

On hit hill top, to light the bridal lamp.] The 
eoening'Jar is faid to Hgkt the bridal lampf as it was the fignal 
among the ancients to light their lamps and torches, in order to 
tondud the bride home to the bridegroom. Catullus; " Vefper 
adeft, juvenes confui^ite &c.*' Ok his hiU-top ; for, when this 
ftar appeared eaftward in the morning, it was faid to rife on 
Mount Ida, Virgil, JEn. ii. 801 ; when it appeared weilward in 
the evening, it was faid to be feen on Mount (Eta, Virgil, EcL 
\m^ 30, Milton therefore writes in claflical language : He does 
not mention any mountain by name, but fays only the ecaung" , 
Jidr on his hiU'top^ as appearing above the hills. And fo Spenfer 
fays of the fun, Faer. Qli. i. ii. i. ' 

" Phoebus' fiery car 

<* la haAe was climbing up the eaftern hiU** 

And Shakfpeare, Bxnn. and Jul. A. ii. 

<< Now is the fun upon the highmoft hill 
" Of this day's journey." 

And this ceremony of the ancients, of lighting their bridal lamps 
and torches at evening, is alluded to more plainly, B. zT. 588. 
** And now of love they treat, till the evenuig-Jhr, 
** Love's harbinger, appear'd ; then all in heat 
•* They light the nuptial torch^ &c." Newtow. 

He repeats the alluiion in fimilar language, in his Do9. mi 
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-*. ^ 

Thus have I told thee all my flate, and brought 
My ftory to the lum of earthly blifi, 
Which I enjoy ; and muil: confefs to find 
In all things elfe delight indeed, but fiich 
As, us'd or not, works in the mind no chaise, 5» 
Nor vehement deiire ; theie delicacies 
I mean of taile, fight, finell, herbs, fruits, and 

flowers. 
Walks, and the melody of birds : but here 
Far otherwife, tranfported I behold, 
Tranlported touch ; here paflion firft I felt, sso 
Commotion ilrange ! in all enjoyments elfe 
Superiour and immov d ; here only weak 
Againfl the charm of Beauty's powerfiil glance. 
Or Nature fail'd in me, and left fome part 
Not proof enough fiich objeA to fiifiain ; 535 
Or, from my fide fiibdu6ting, took perhaps 
More than enough ; at leaft on her beftow*d 
Too much of ornament, in outward fhow 
Elaborate, of inward leis ejcad. 



JDi/cfpL of Divorce^ B. i. ch. Hi. « They kafie to eagerly to Ugit 
the nuptial torckJ* Todd* 

Ver. 537. at leajt on kn UJtoufd 

Too much qfornamentf, in outward Jhow, 
Elaborate^ of inward lefi exaSl.} The poet has 
enlarged upon the fame fentiment in his Sam/on Agnnifia: 
** Is it tor that toch outward ornament 
** Was iavi(h*d on their fcx, that inward gifts 
** Were left for hade unfinifli'd, judgment fcant, 
" Capacity not rais'd to apprehend, 
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BOOK viii. PARADISE LOST, 403 

For well I underiland in the prime end 54o 
Of Nature her the inferiour, in the mind 
And inward faculties, which moft excel; 
In outward alfo her refembling lefe 
His image who made both, and lefi expreffing 
The character of that dominion given 54S 
O er other creatures : Yet when I approach 
Her lovelinefi, fo abfolute Ihe feems 



** Or value, wbat is befl 

*^ In choice^ but ofteA to affeA the wrong ?" 

MlWTOK. 

Ver. 543. referring Ufi 

Hitm^ge &c.] Milton here feems to adopt %}» 
opinion, that the image of God in Man« was the donuQion.giveo 
to him over Che creatures ; contrary to the fenfe he follows at 
V. 440« But this is not the only inftance where, in different 
places, he goes upon different hypothrfes, as may bell fuit with 
his fubjed. See his different conflru6lion of the foas of God 
going into the daughters of men, in Paradife Lojt, and Paradi/i 
Regavned, Tut cm. 

. Ver. 546. Yet mhm t approach 

Her lopeUne/s, &c.] Whenever it may be imi^ned 
that, in drawing the charader of our firft parents^ Milton ba« 
not done juftice to the Woman, but has made her in every reljpeA 
materially inferiour to her bufband ; let the fair reader, who may 
harbour fuch a thought with fome flight d^ree of refentment 
againd our great poet, only read the next thirteen verfes, and I 
have no doubt the author will completely make his peace with 
her. The whole paffag^ is exquifitely delightful, and forms one 
of the eminent beauties of this book ; which, in this part particu- 
larly, is rich in beautiful and intereiUng paflages. Dv iraTtR/ 

Ver. 547. ' fo abfolute^ femji\ Jbfobste was» 

m Milton's time, the common term for peffedt^ See BarretV 
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And in herfelf complete, fo well ta know 
Her own, that what fhe wills to da or fay. 
Seems wifefi, virtuoufeft, difcreeteft, beft: 550 
All higher knowledge in her prefence falls 
Degraded ; Wifdom in difcourfe with her 
Lofes difcountenanc'd, and like Folly fhows ; 
Authority and Reafon on her wait. 
As one intended ftrft, not after made sss 

Occafionally ; and, to confiimmate all, 
Greatnefs of mind and Noblenels their feat 
Build in her lovelieft, and create an awe 
About her, as a guard angelick plac'A 

To whom theAngel with contraiStedbrow.sfio 
Accufe not Nature, Ihe hath done her part ; 
Do thou but thine ; and be not diffident 
Of Wifdom; Ihe deferts thee not, if thou 
Difmils not her, when moil thou need'il hor nigh. 
By attributing overmuch to things 565 

I^ifl excellent^ as thou thyfelf percciv'ft 
For, what admir*fl thou, what tiranlports thee fo. 
An outfide ? fair, no doubt, an\d worthy well 
Thy cheriihing, thy honouring, and thy love; 

Alvearie, and Minfheu's GilidjS into Tofigues. So Marina U da* 
fcribed in Shakfpeare's Pericles^ 

, « ftill ihe vies 

'' With (difolute Marina/' Todd. 

Vcn 56s. ■ and worthy wcU 

Thy cheriihing, thy honouring^ and thy love ;] He 
snakes ufe of thefe three words, agreeably to Scripture: *'So 
•ught men to loot their wives, as their own bodies : he that lovetk 
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Not thy lubjeAion: Weigh with her thyfelf; 570 
Then value: Oft-times nothing profits more 
Than lelf-efteem, grounded on jull and right 
Well manag'd ; of that Ikill the more thou 

know'ft. 
The more fhe will acknowledge thee her head. 
And to realities yeld all her Ihows : 57^ 

Made fo adorn for thy delight the more. 
So awful, that with honour thou mayTt love 
Thy mate, who fees when thou art feen leaft wife, 

his wife, loveth bimfelf ; for no man ever yet hated bis own 
fleAi, but nouriflieth and cherijhetk it," Ephef. v. 28, 29. 
" Giving honour unto the wife," i Pet. iii. 7. NtwTON. 

Milton had been thrice married; and be now remembered the 
holy vow, fo often repeated, to Uroe^ to chm/hy and to honour^ 
the wife; as it is exprefled in the form of folemnization of 
Matrimony. Todd. 

Ver. 576. Made/o adorn &c.] Thefe verfes contain a beau- 
tiful and indnidive account of the end, for which God bedowed 
on Eve fo much of ornament and awfulnefs. But two fuch par- 
ticiples as ** made adortCd " would have founded very oddly toge^- 
ther ; and therefore he has coined an adjedive adorUf as the 
Italians have adpmo for adomaio. Newton » 

Mr. Bowie obferves, that Spenfer ufes this word as a fubilan- 
tive, Faer. Qv. iii. xii. 20. ** Without adome of gold or filver 
bright." Mr. T. Warton confident the Miltqnick word as a par- 
ticiple formed from Spenfer's verb adore, which « is ufed for 
adorn, f*. Q. iv. xi. 46, *^ Congealed like drops which doe the 
morne adore," But upon the whole he is inclined to think that 
' Milton's ear was here impos'd upon, om being one of the termi- 
nations of participles ; as tom, Jkom, &c. as in the fame man-* 
ner, from the fame caufe, lift is ufed' for liflted in our l^ew Teda- 
ment. The fubftantive adomo, i. e. oma/i^cntf exl&Sf I may add, 
in the Spanifh language. ToDd. 

TOL. Illr H H 
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But if the fenfe of touch> Whereby mankind 
Is propagated, feem fuch dear delight «8o 

Beyond aU other ; think the lame vouchfaTd 
To cattle and each beaft ; which Woidd not be 
To them made common and divulged, if aught 
Therein enjoyed were worthy to iubdue 
The foul of man, or paflioh in him move, aat 
What higher in her fociety thOu find'il 
Attradive, human, rational, love ftill; 
In loving thou doft weU> in paffion not. 
Wherein true love confiils not : Love refines 
The thoughts, and heart enlarges; hath his feat 

Vcr. 583. ifavghi 

Therein enjoyed were worthy tofitbdoe 
The foul of man,] S^, in his Tetrachordoiiy dif- 
couriing on the faint fubjedr, he proooundes the mere animal 
palTion far beneath the foul of a rational and free-born man.** 

TOD0. 

Ven 589. ■ L&ce refines 

• The thoughts, and heart enlarges; kc*] SoSpenfer, 
to whom Milton feeros to allude by his manner of eiq[>relBon» 
Hymn qfLovCf ver. 190. 

** Such is the powre of that fweet paffion, 

** That it all fordid bafeneflfe doth expell, 

** And the refyned mynd doth newly faftjoa 

" Unto a fairer forme." 
And Faer* Qu, Wu v. 2. 

" Ne fuifereth it thought of ungentlenefle 

" Ever to.creepe into his noble breft; 

** But to the higheil and the worthieft 

** Dfteth it up, that els would lowly fall.*' 
See alfo P. Q. iii. i. 1. But there is no doubt, I think, to be 
made, that both thefe admired poets had in view the refined 
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In reaibn, and is judicioua; is the icale 991 
By which to heavenly love thou may'ft afoenc^ 
Not funk in carnal pleafure ; fpr which caufe, 
Among the heaib no mate for thee was founct 
To whom thus» half ^baih*d^ Adam replied. 
If either her outfide formed fo fair, nor aught 59S 
In procreation common to all kinds,^ 
(Though higher of the genial hed by far. 



theory of love of the divine Plato; and that Milton in particular, 
in what he fays here, had his eye more efpecially upon the foj« 
lowing paiTage, where tkefcalc^ by whkh vk mifi qfcend to ket^ 
vaUjf love^ is both mentioned and defcribed. Tm ya^ A in rt 
ifiSii liri rk ifmrinM iuiu, i Jr* «tAAtf mytHtu^ itfx*H»*^^ '**'^ ^^A rm 
tuiXm fxfifV iftiM rS ir«Ay^ «i2 iirmtuM* mtm^ tirtu»Qa$fiini Xf^f^»mt 
Mm4 Mi hi H; tui\ iufk Ui» titi virrH rm im^ g'ifimrtt, xai mxt rm 
tm?sm r«/M(r«v «r« r« «4A« iirir«^AV»r«, tml «»:• rm %»\m vfmtftvfMh' 
rm fTi r« tuc^ ftmBifJuttrtt* ir* ^ fl*^^ 7«v fMiniMtrm cjr' ««•«»• r» 
fJbUnfditt rf Af imio-if, i )«-if »'» iAAir « «vrS Wuif y raf iMiAv /*«<«/»«, m) 
yvf «vr« riAsvTMP « Ifi mAW. Plat. Conviv, p. 2il. torn. iii. edit 
Serran. This is the more probable from what Milton fays, in 
the account which he gives of himfelf, in his Apology for Smec- 
tymnuus: " Thus, from the lauFeat fraternity of poels, riper 
years, and the ceafelefs round of itudy and reading, led me to 
the fliady fpaces of Philofophy ; but chiefly to the divine volumes 
of Plato, and his equal Xenophon : Where if I fliould tell ye 
what I learnt of chaftity and love, I mean that which is truly 
fo &c." Thyer. 

Ver. 591. ■ ■ judicious;] To he Judicious 

means here, to choofe proper qualities in Eve for the obje^ of 
love: to love her only for what is truly amiable: Not for the 
finft if touchy whereby mankind is propagated^ v. 579 ; but for 
what Adam found higher in herjodety^ hmum and rationalf v. 
586. Pbarce. 

Ver. 59B. »■ ' > ■ genial bed] As in Horace, 
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And with myfterious reverence I deem,) 
So much delights me, as thofe graceful a6b, 600 
Thofe thoufand decencies, that daily flow 
From all her words and actions mix'd with love 
And fweet compliance, which declare unfeign'd 
Union of mind, or in us both one foul ; 
Harmony to behold in wedded pair 605 

More grateful than harmonious found to the ear. 
Yet thefe fiibjeft not; I to thee difclofe 
What^ inward thence I feel, not therefore foiVd, 
Who meet with various objeAs, from the ienfe 
Variously reprefenting; yet, ItiU free, 610 

Approve the bell, and follow what I approve, 

** U&us geniaiisy* £p. I. i. 87. He had before applied the epi- 
thet m^ifierious to marriage^ B. iv. 743. Newton. 

The genial bed is a phrafe alfo in his Tetrachordon, as it is in 
Ariofto, Orl, Fur, C, y\ fl. 2, and in Spenfer's EpithdUEmum^ v. 
399. Todd. 

Ver. 6OO; — thofe graceful a^#, &c.] I 

feel inclined here to refer Milton to a beautiful Sonnet of Arioilo; 
in which, after noticing that the features, hair, or eyes are the 
charms generally feleded by lovers for celebration in their mif- 
treflfes, gives a portrait of his own from the graces of her mind and 
difpofition, which clofes with the Miltonick fentiment, Son. xv. 

** Una chiara eloquenza, che deriva 

^' Da un fonte di faper, una onejtade 

^* Di cortcji attii e leggiadria non fchiva/' Dukster. 

Ver. 664. Union of mind,'] So, in his D6Q. and Difc^» of 
Dveorce, B. i. ch. 2, '' And indeed it is a greater blefling from 
God, more worthy fo excellent a creature as Man is, and a 
higher end to honour and fandifie the league of Marriage, whea 
as ike folate and fatisfaBion of the mind is regarded andprooUei 
for htfore the senfitive pleq/ing of the body.*\ Todd. 
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To love, thou blam'ft me not ; for Love, thou 

lay ft, 
Leads up to Heaven, is both the way and guide; 
Bear with me then, if lawful what I alk : 
Love not the heavenly Spirits,and howtheir love 
Exprefe they ? by looks only? or do they mix 6i6 
Irradiance, virtual or immediate touch ? 

To whom the Angel, with a fmile that glow*d 
Celeftial rofy red, Love's proper hue, 
Anfwer d. Let it luffice thee that thou know'ft 



Ver. 6lB. ■■ xvith a fmile that glow'd 

Celeftial rofy red,] Does not Milton here mean 
that the Angel both fmikd and blufhed at Adam's curiofity ? 
Ariodo makes the Angcl Michael change colour upon a certain 
occafion, OrL Fur. C. xxvii. ft. 35. 

" Nel vifo 8* arrofsi V Angelo beatoy 
*^ Parendogli che mal foffe ubbidito 
•' Al Creatore — " Th y ee. 

The Angel's fmile is undoubtedly the fmile of graceful fenfibi- 
lity. Pope was fo pleafed with this beautiful painting, that he 
has transferred the glow to Juno, where ihe liftens to the coartfliip 
of Jupiter, on Ida, Iliad xiv. 373. 

** He fpoke: The Goddefs with the charming eyes 

« Glows with celefiial red, &c. Todd. 

Ver. 619. ■ rofy red,] Mr. Thyer notices the 

application of this expreilion in Spenfer to fruit, F. Q, i. xi. 46. 

But, what is more to the prefent purpofe, it is alfo applied to 

perfonal beauty, Faer. Qii. v. v. 29. 

" And his fweet lips, on which before that ftound 

" The bud of youth to bloflbme fair began, 

" Spoyl'd of their rq/ie red, were woxen pale and wan/' 

Sylvefter well beftows this Spenferian phrafe on a lady's cheeks, 

Du Bart, l62l, p. 493« Toud. 

5 
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Us happy, and without love no happineis. G21 
Whatever pure thou in the body enjoy i^ 
(And pure thou wert created) we enjoy 
In eminence; and obilacle find none 
Of membrane, joint, or limb, exclufive bara ; 62$ 
JEalier than air with air, if Spirits embrace. 
Total they mix, union of pure with pure 
Defiring, nor reftrain'd conveyance need. 
As flefh to mix with flelh, or foul with foul. 
But I can now no more ; the parting fun 630 

Ver. 627. ■ vniott of pure with pure 

Defiling ; nor re/irain'd conveyance needy 
Asfiejh to mix withjlejhj or foul with foul.'] The 
two lad of thefe verfes Dr. Bentley would throw out : he has 
feveral objedions to them ; but they will be all anfwered by 
confidering the fenfe of the pafifage, Raphael had faid that Spirits 
mix total; that is one circumilance, in which they differ from 
men: here he adds another circumftance of their difference, viz. 
they arefo unreflrained that they need no cowoeyance^ that is, need 
not move to meet one another, as our liefh does to mix with 
other flefli, and one foul with another foul, nediante corpore. In 
fewer words, Spirits (fays Raphael) not only mix total, but they 
mix at a diflance, and without approaching each other. This is 
Milton's fenfe; and now that unintelligible fluflf (as the Dodor 
calls it) need conveyance^ as foul to mix vdthfoulf is become very 
eafy to be linderflood. Peabce. 

Ver. 630. But I can now no more; &c.] The converfation 
was now become of fuch a nature that it was proper to put an end 
to it: And now the parting fun beyond the Earth's green Capcy be* 
yond Cape de Verd the moil weflern point of Africa, and verdant 
IfleSf the iflandB of Cape de Verd, a knot of fmall iflands lying 
ofl' Cape de Verd, Hefperian fets, fets weftward, from Hefperus 
the evening flar appearing there, myjignal to depart, for he was 
only to ftay till the evening. See B.v. 376*. And he veiy 
properly clofes his difcourfe with thofe moral iuilrudious, whick 
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Be)rond the Earth s green CJapc and ycrdant Ifles 
Heiperian iets^ my fignal to depart. 
Be ftrong, l>re happy, and love! But, firft of all. 
Him, whom to love is to obey, and keep 63* 
His great command; take heed left paflion fway 
Thy judgement to do aught, which elfe free will 
Would not admit: thine, and of all thy fons, 
The weal or woe in thee is plac'd; beware! 
I in thy perfevering Ihall rejoice. 
And all the Bleft: Stand fall; to Hand or fall 64o 
Free in thine own arbitrement it lies. 
Perfed: within, no outward aid require; 
And all temptation to tranfgrels repel. 
So laying, he arofe; whom Adam thus 

Ihould make the moil lafting impreflion on the mind of Adatn^ 
and to deliver which was the principal end and defiga of the 
Angel's coming. Newton. ^ 

Milton had, in this dcfcription of the parting fun kc his fa* 
vourite, Apollonius, in view. Argon. Ki. 1190. 
'Hf Am$ /»fy &r«tfty iftfAnif i6tr4 yeukif 

Ver. 634. Hinif vokam to Uxot U to obey,'\ " For this is the 
love of God, that we keep his commandments/* i John v. 3. Hii 
great command every body will underftand to be the commarid not 
to eat of the forbidden tree, which was to be the trial of Adam's 
obedience. Newton. 

Ver. 637. admit:] Admit is ufed in the Latin fenfe, 

as in Terence, Heaut» A. v. S. ii. '' Quid ego tantum fceleris aJ- 
jn^mifer? What great wickednefs have I cofimnV^eJf" Newton. 

Ibid. ' thine, md qf all thy foM, &c.] Virgil, 

Xn. xii. 59 

*^ In te domus omnis inclinata recumbit.** Hume, 
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FoUow'd with bencdicftion. Since to part, 649 
Go, heavenly gueft, ethereal Meflenger, 
Sent from whofe fbvran goodnefs I ^ore! 
Gentle to me and arable hath been 
Thy condefcenfion, and Ihall be honour d ever 
With grateful memory: Thou to mankind 650 
Be good and friendly ffill, and oft return! 



Ver. 6^5. benediAion.] BenediSlian here is 

not bUJing, as it is ufually uiiderflood, but weli-fpeakingy thanks^ 
as Mr. Richardfon illlidrates from Par. Reg. B« iii. 127- ** Glory, 
and henedi^Umy that is, thanks,*' And '* To hlefs God/* fays Dr. 
Pearce, is a common phrafe in religious offices. Thus, in the 
Pfalms, " Blefs the L6rd.** And, in our Litui^gy, the Song of the 
three Children is called the Benedicite. Todd. 

Ibid. Since to part, 

Go, heavenly Gueji, ethereal Mejenger, 

Sent from whofe yorr^n goodnefs I adore f] Thcfe three 
lines furnifli two examples of the figure ellipfis. In the firft we 
muft fupply, it is neceffary ; fo that the full phrafe '\%,Jince to part 
is neceffary. This is an ellipfis common enough in Gjreck, where 
the word Jlti, fignifying it muft be^ is underftood. The other is the 
ellipfis of the pronoun him; fo that the complete phrafe is, fent 
from him whofe goodnefs I adore. Lord Monboddo. 

Ver. 662. So parted they ; the Angel itp to Heaven 

From the thick fhadcy and Adam to his bomer.l It 
is very true, as Dr. Bentley fays, that this converfation between 
Adam and the Angel was held in the bower. For thither Adam 
had invited him, B. v. S67» 

" Vouchfafe with us-^in yonder bower 

« To reft." 

Ai^d the Angel had accepted the invitation, ver. 375| 
^* lead on then where thy bower 



*« O'erfliades 



<* They came,"- 



So to the fylvan lodge 
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So parted they; the Angel up to Heaven 
From the thick Ihade, and Adam to his bowen 

But by batoer in this place is meant his inmq/i boioer^ as it is called, 
in B. iv. 738y his place of reft. There was a fhady walk that led 
to Adam's bower. When the Angel aro/e v. 644, AdtLtn follow' d 
him into this Oiady walk: and it was from this thick Jhade that they 
parted, and the Angel went up to Heaven, and Adam to his 
bower. Newtok. 

Compare the parting of Jupiter and Thetis in Ike firft Hiad: 
Zftf$Al«rvpf(J«i/M. Todd. 
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